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Murdoch in 
secret trips 
to Chequers 


Exclusive 


Bjr Chris BlacldiursC 
and CoUn Brovm 

RUPERT MURDOCH has 
been the guest of Tooy Blair at 
Chequers, the Prime Minis- 
ter’s country home, at least 
twice since Labour wcm the gen- 
eral election last May. 

Sources at News Corpora- 
tiod, Mr Murdoch^ media com- 
pany. have also confirmed that 
in the nm-up to the etedioQ, Mr 
Blair was a frequent visitor to 
the tycoon's London home. 

News of the dose contacts 
between the two men will se- 
verely embarrass the Prime 
Minister, who is trying to shake 
off allegations that be assisted 
Mr Murdoch on a business 
deal in Italy. Until now, it has 
always been assumed that the 
high-point of Mr Blair and Mr 
Murdoch's association had been 
a trip the then Leader of the 

Opposition to address a News 
Corporation executive confer- 
ence in Australia. However, 
The Independent has learned 
that their contact baa been 
more regular - raising serious 
questions about the pnqMiety of 
^ir’s dealings with the 
magnate. 

Mr Murdoch is said fay News 
Corporation sources to have vis- 
ited the Ihime Minister at Che- 
quers 00 two Sundays since the 
election. The two men were also 
meeting before the election,at 
Mr Murdoch's luxury suite in St 
Jami»’s in central Londem. 

Ill the election campai^ Mr 



M ee ting place: The buikliiig 
where Bbtir met Murdoch 

Murdoch went a loitg way to- 
wards guaranteemg Mr Blair 
victory when the .Sun. his tra- 
ditionally Tbiy-leaning paper, 
came out in favour of Labour. 

Another Murdoch newspa- 
per, (he Tunes, admitted ye»- 
terdsqr that Mr Blair interceded 
on his behalf on a recent visit 
to Italy. Mr Blair asked Romani 
Prodi, the Italian Prime Minis- 
ter what his government's re- 
action would be if Mr Murdodi 
bought a controlling interest In 
an Italian televiskia group. No 
10 has attempted to play down 
the links between the two men, 
irutiaBy dismissing reports of Mr 
Blair's assistance in Italy as a 
"complete joke". 

The detailed allegations of 
the meetings were put to Down- 
ing Street last night and a 
spokesman for the Prime Min- 
ister said: "Our response is 
that we do not comment on pri- 


vate wiwAftngg or co n v ersa tions 
the Prime hfinister may or may 
not have had.” 

The Prime Minister was fac- 
ing a call to make a statement 
to the Commons and his o&- 
dal ^lokesman, Alastair Camp- 
bell, is to be sinhmoned a 
committee of Mft to be ques- 
tioned about the handing ^ the 
affair, including Tbiy Haimg 
rhar H*»nlalg were mintaarting. 

The Commons Committee 
on Public Administrations 
chaired tay Rhodri Morgan, a 
Labour MR is expected to rec- 
ommend new nili» of conduct 
should be drawn up for Prime 
Ministers and their imrotve- 
ment with prwaie companies 
when they go "batting for 
Britain” abroad as then Lady 
Hiatdier with arms sales. 

The frime MznisieT’s official 
spokesman last night again de- 
fended No 10 and Mr Blair. 

"The thing is a knd of 
old baloney.” he said. "Tony 
Kair has met Murdoch, Mont- 
gomery, [David Montgennety, 
chief executive of MSnor Group 
newspapers] and be will be 
meeting with- Tony O'Reilly 
[chairman of Independent 
Newsptqieis, owner of The Inr 
dependent]. He has met every 
significant media owner in the 
country since the election and 
(he minority of industrialists^” 
■ Publisher HaipeiColiins has 
reached a finartcial settlement 
with its former publisher Stuart 
ProffitL He left the company 
over its refusal to publish Chris 
linen's Hong Kong book. 

Blair left In lurch, page 4 




Cell mates: Nelson Mandela and Preiadent Bfil Clinton peer Hirough the bars of the ceBt hat w a is home for the South African President durii^ tfe 
17 years he ^pent in RoUben Island jail. CDncon^ South Africa visit, page IS ■ - 

Mandela acts on plot* 


By Nary BraM 

nCapeTcwn 

PRESIDENT Neboo Mandela 
yesterday appointed three se- 
m'or jud^ to investigate alle- 
gations of a plot to overthrow 
h£s govetiimenL 

The decisioii, wdiich took 
thecoQOtxy by surprise, ft^lows 
tbeixesentationof a militmy in- 
teQ^BOoe rqiort to Mr Mandela 
endorsed by Georg Meirin^ 
chief of the South African Na- 
tional Defence Force, which ap- 
parently suggested that a coup 
bad recently been plotted. 

Last ni^t it seemed that tie 
government was taking the pos- 
sibility of a malicious motive be- 


ing behind the repon as seri- 
oudy as the all^^tioas made in 
it 'ne gravi^ of the situation 
is reflected in the heavy weight 
ojmpositioD of the inquiry 
team. It wilJ be beaded by the 
Chief Jostice, Judge Ismail Ma- 
homed Tire two ocher membexs ' 
are Judge Ridiard Goldstone, 
a member of the Constitution- 
al Court and a UN Rfhr Crimes 
prosecutor, and Justice Pius 
Langa, deputy president of the 
Constitutional OourL 

That the inquiry begins to- 
in camera at a secret loca- 
tioo b also a sign of the 
^ernmeot’s concern. The 
team has been ordered to rqxnt 
its finding as soon as posrible. 


The inquiry follows weeks of 
press speculation about the 
tnorre case of Robert McBride, 
a senior forei^ affiihs official 
and former ANC ^ecrilia, ar- 
rested in Mozambique with a 
stack of AK4‘^ and $11000 in 
hispodreL 

Mr McBride is in jail in Ma- 
puto Bwaitiiig trial for arms 
smuggling. Right-wing news- 
pqreis have dasned that be was 
working for senior members of 
the police and milita^ forces, 
plarming a coup. 

But Mr McBride’s wife, 
Aula, claims be was involved in 
a deq> throat operation to flush 
out aims deal^ The security 
services have denied that Mr 


McBride was woikii^ fra* them, 
and iba'gpvcrnnieot dis- 
tanced itself from daims that be 
was an undercover agent - 
lb add fhrlher conqrfka- 
tioot ^fr MdBdcle,iafiaiiaa5fix 
hs pianting cf a bomb in a Dht- 
ban bar in 19^ is believed to 
haverjgbtwBtgenemjespioini- 
nem in pcdice and armed forces. 

That the Mandela go^rn- 
meot m^ be mozeinterested in 
the motives behind the rep o r t, 
than the aO^tions in it was ev- 
ident yestoday in a statement 
from Mr Mandela's office. 


whiph said the inquiry would 
look into the " p rocess relating 
to the epmpUation, veiifkation 
and snbaeqiiieat treatment of the 
report”. A presidential aide 
saidthetnquiiywouldtiytpes- 
taUi^wi^acoupploc^vasspo- 
ken ctf— and leal^ to the press 
- when DO evideiioe exisi^ R> 
support its enstence. 

The ^nrernment has fre- 
(jueDtiy complained that -se- 
nior members of the police 
and arn^ have not bought foto 
the new Soath Africa and foe 
working to UDdenniae it [ : 


Eyre tipped for Covent Garden top job 



Sir Richard: In charge of 
national reWew of opera 


By Paul vailely 

SIR Richard Eyti^ the former 
ditector of tiie National Theatre 
who is conducting the Govern- 
meot’s review of opera and bal- 
let in the o^itaL is being tipped 
to fakg over as artistic efirector 
of the Royal Opera House. 

If speculation in the arts 
world is correct the move could 
prove oontroversiiU because Sir 
Richard's report which was 
commissioned fay Oiris Smith, 


the Secretary of Slate for Cul- 
ture, Media and Sport has not 
yet been oompiet^ and is not 
due to be published for anoth- 
er six weeks. 

There is at this point no oon- 
firmation of the rumours whidi 
are rife in artistic circles in the 
wake of the resignation earlier 
this week of Mary Alien as ^uef 
executive of the opera house. 

The Department of Culture 
has not been consulted on the 
matter, its spokeswoman said. 


"We would be infonned of an 
appoinbiieDt but it's not some- 
thing we'd been involved with.” 

A spokeswoman for the 
Royal Opera House said: "The 
post has not yet been adver- 
tised”. Asked whether Sir 
Richard was considertng ap- 
plying she said* That's same- 
dung he’ll have to cem^der 
when the post is advertised if he 
feels that is appropriate." 

The appointment of Ms 
Allen to the jc^ was criticised 


by a Commons select conunit- 
tee precise^ because, assecre- 
tary-general of the Arts 
CoundL she was given the job 
In B backroom deal without the 
post being advertised 

At the Arts Cooncil, which 
would bave,to approve the ap- 
pointmeut. its press officer. 
Sue Rose, said: "They got into 
trouble with the process last 
time when tb^ bounced Mary 
inti) the job. Eveiyboc^s spec- 
ulating iike mad Imt I can’t be- 


lieve they would make the same 
mtoairi* again.” . 

The rq) 0 £^whkii sdue 
to be puUitiied e^ in M^, is 
beb'eved to' l e c o mm end that the 

Rc!)« 1 Opera Ccacgn^diouldbe 

privatisedbuttbeRc^BaD^- 
wfaiefa current^ enjoys oritical ac- 
claim -continue tobe funded by 
the Arts CounciL The ROH 
buikfog would be funded diiectly 
by governineni as a recemog 
bouse for the two companies. 
Coveat Garden, page 9 


Thousands ready to roll 
up for cannabis march 


Cricket is best played in dark 
(it might even help Atherton) 


By Graham Bad 

j. 


^REPRESEI^AnVESoEBritain’Sl^ 

i ing drug-rofonD groups met last ni^t 
■ to ftmn a new from to fight 
on the eve of the London cannabis 

, march. . . 

:■ Danny Knshlick. director of^ the 

1 drug-polky group 'fraosform said* “It IS 

the fi^ time all the differeol groups m 
Britain have agreed to combine in this 
way.” The plan is for the new alliance 

to coordinate te activities fo create inax- 

imum impact “The three main ar^ of 
co-operation will be in lobbying 
^tt*irftng membership and working with 
the media," Mr Kushiids said 

The held at the Quaker 

■- international Centre in Eusion, wm 
attended by more than 50 ddegates. It 
was held last night because so many 


representatives were in London for (O' 
day’s Independent on Sundi^' march in 
favour of the decriminalisation of 
emmabis which begfos in I^de Park at 
noon and goes on to a rally at Trafalgar' 
Square. Thousands of people are ex- 
pired to attend. 

‘*We vrill discuss the, possibility of 
fiehfing a candidafo m a forthcoming Eu- 
ropean parliamcatary election,” Mr 
Kushlick said "and oiganise a series of 
events all over Britain in June to raise 
awareness of the United Nations Gen- 
eral Assembly ^lecial session on anti- 
drug policies". Groups represented at 
last night's meeting included Tians- 
fbrm. Release, The Green Arty, the 
Drug Aik? Review Group; die CLCIA, 
UKCIA and the Scottish Campaign to 
Legalise Cannate. 

Why we march today; page 18 


RECENT fbim may suggest tiiat the 
fonaer En^and cricket captain Mike 
Atherton fett he was (riayinBhitliedatk,' 
but psycholo^ts dunk he nught have 
been a better player if he really bad beok 
Researchers have liHuid that catch- 
ing skills can be improrad significantly 
I by practisiiig hi a blacked-ont room lit 
rally by nltra-riolet light 

The catcher aees oothh^ but the 
^owh^ ban and IS not distracted by aqy^ 
thing else in his or her Geld of vision. 

As a result, say the researdiers, at- 
tention is fbensed folly on the sources 
of infonnatioa rdeviuBt to catidih^ 

Dr Simrai Bennett, frran Mandiesn 
ter MetropoBtan Cniversitj^ said sub- 
jects who took part in trials in which tluy 
were throvm 30 balls from a tennis ma- 
diine improved their catdi sneeess 
rate from six to 22 after practising Ihr 


a Bomber of sessiODS in conditiwis'of 
uUerapersed light and dark. 

When they practised only in tiieii^t 
they could not n»nMg> more than an av' 
en^ 18 catches, ratrfiing practise 
held only in the dark was not as sne- 
ccssftiJ as that held in alteiitate 
tigfat/darkcooditioBS, however. 

Speaking at the British Pafehoiogi- 
cal Sodety conference in Britton Dr 
Bennett sakk "One e:q>laaation for 
this phcoomeDOii is tint io noraial 1]^ 
there's lots of infonnation, much of 
which is (Us tracting, such as the back- 
ground arm mo v ement and things' 
jpicked op in the peripheral virion. 

'‘‘Bj removing these sources of dis- 
traclioii you are directing the sold^ to 
the information rrievant to ' imp rov i ng 
his skflL” 

Conference r e ports, page 13 


Playgn^ pledge- 

EVERT fouT>year-oid is to 
have a sdiool, nucseiy. or 
jd^group pl^ this year, tlra 
Gownmeot fold. Pa ^7 

Stressed MPs 

NEW MPs ejected lari Mi^ 
are showing 'hi^ lefoils of' 
stress wfaidi hh their ca- 
pacity to do the job, accoid- 
ing to a survey. Page IT 


Fermari to • 

JAMES FERMAN, dire^r 
of the British Board of Film 
Oassification. is to rerign ri 
the end of the year. P^ 3' 
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^ TOMORROW’S 
’^'DEPENDENT 
ON SUNDAY 


■A haunted life: 
The Tennants 
niaynotbe 
Britain’s oldest 
family but they 
surely are its 
most colourful 

■The Winslet 
girls: The new 
acting dynasty 


IN MONDAY'S 
INDEPENDENT 


■ Battle of the 
feminists: Greer 
vs Jong vs Fay 
Weldon 

■It’s a jungle in 
here: Judy James 
tells us howto 
cope with sex in 
the 
office 

'%■ 




Ulster 



By David McKfterkk 

1 ‘Jorthem Ireland Corre^ndent 

THE Northern Ireland Office 
yesterday found itself mired in 
an embarrassing controvert 
centring on a leaked govern- 
ment document whidt, critics 
charged, plaimed underhand 
manipulation of the Tnedia 

document was yesterday 
branded by the Rev Ian Sisley 
as “a deceitful and Hitit plan 
which makes Machiavelli look 
like a rank amateur^. His crit- 


idsnswereedioed by the larger 
Ulster Unionist party, which 
spoke of "deception and lies." 

The eight-page document 
was drawn up by Tom KhUy. a 
well-known formerB^jour- 
oalist who recent^ became the 

office director of communica- 
tion Mo Mowlanif'the Secre- 
taiy^f State, denied she was 
emteurassed by its emergence, 
bat she railed against civil ser- 
vants who are sui^ying Mr 
Paisley vrith a reg^ flow of 
leaks. 


Much of the doouneni a' 
taken up with the unexcep- 
tional mechanics of makiiig 
sure minister and others ie- 
ipam "on o^sap" during the 
i^crendum Mmpaigo which 
will follow the emergeiiR of 
agreemern anumg the parties in 
the talkstoocess.- ' ' 

.. But etmes seized bo a sec- 
tion Qu opinion polling which 
they all^d esqios^ cilandes- 
tine media'manipuladon. 

This stated:. "It will be im- 
portant to ensure thm not aU of 


the ze^ts of opiizicm poffioget^ 
will be in the pubGc dfwiain: 

."It would be to us to 
encourage some degree of pub- 
lic opinion polling for es^ 
ample newspapers aMcuiibiri' 
af&irs programmes, where we 

believe the results are lOt^ A 

be supportiv^. , * • 

hav^mow - cqSomls- 
sioned McCam EriA^ to 
have both quantifati>^ and 
qualitatr^ reseaid) caixied but, 
without Jt bdng seen to be 
govemm'ebt-inspxred.” 


i It added ihk a database of 
"k^fflovm andihakers", in- 

dudkiig chuiduBen and busmess 

leaders, was being drawn- up. 

. Mphmthg. • 

it said: "Whiki any overt ma- 

■ nipulatioh.' ' cpttid only be 

■ counter-^productivejacareftiliy 
-ooprdinsued.timetible ofstate- 

. inoitsfr^ these peoide will be 

heipftiL^:-'. - ; 

: Nigri Dod(k of the Demo- 
- ccAlic Unionist parly declared: 
"It'S., a deception' campaign. 
Tbe/re ggiiiglb use taapay^ 


mr^S^KBU&pedpie that it is 
taiqHQ^s inbn^,Tahd tbeh 
suppr^ some of-the informa- 
tion iif it doesn't suit diem." 

- Dr Mpw^ responded: 
"I’ve never heard so much . 
scarsmd^ec^and rubbi^ in 
n^liffe.": 

She adde&*I get frustrated 
i^ the.Je^^ rthhikas we 
gkdoser to an aoooDmodatioa 
l-«^ pricib^aee niMe becatise 
there will be per^ within the 
dvil service, like within 'the 
DU P , fl iat don’twant an agree- 


- merit, or an accommcaiatinQ 
frrimd.^' 

.H The Loyalist Volunteer 
Boioe yesterdw threatened cKil 
servants and prison staff in 
Northern Ireland. 

. The tenor group warned 
' dtat direct action would be hik- 
.en against members of the 
Northern Ireland Office and 
prism staff after claiming their, 
prisoners in. the Maze Prison 
were not being treated in the 
same way as others held at the 
jail. • • 
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Royal first as Queen 
goes to the pub 


THE.QUEBN reseted the 
tenyitation to \ enjoy a 
lun^time tipple when she 
took a break from her bu^ 
sdredule far her first-ever ris- 
it to a piib ye^rday. ■ 

The.visit to the 9dfryear-oid 
Bridge IniL at Tbpsh^ 'De- 
von, was ananged after palace 
officials ^tted the Bridge 
Inn’s page oil the Internet 
They were so impressed with 
its traditional, viUagie pbb im- 
age that they conlarted the 
landiady Celine Cheffers- 
Heard and asked if thQT ooiild 
bring -±0 Queen. 

During her visiti .die Queen 
was was piesentedwith a bot- 
tle of special 101 ale brewed 
to mark the Dumber, of years. 


that the Cheffers-Heard £am- 
. ily ha's run the pub. Sbe was 
also givett a crate of the ale to 
talfg home. Accepting the gift, 
she ggM she was sure her hus- 
band would enjoy it. 

After the visit Mis Chef- 
fers-Heard said: "1 didn’t of- 
fer her a drink and riie didn't 
ask for one, but it would have 
been nice to have served her. 
It has been a great privfl^ to 
have her here.” 

The visit was part of the 
Queen's tour of the Sooth- 
west She also visited the re- 
gional centre of the Guide 
Dogs for the Blind Assoda- 
tioQ, and the Royal Marines 
Commando Training Centre 
in Lympscone. 


By royal ^ipoin tm e nt; The Queoi during her vist to the Bridge Inn at Topshani, Devon, yesterday 


or 


PhoCDgraph:.Sccii3; Drew/ApsK 


Beyond Her Majesty’s experience 


Tbin^ the Queen has never done: 

Said 'A pint of lager for ine and a G&T forme mum plea^" 
Runforabts 

biad an early ni^ instead of watching the Royal N^et/ 
fWfohnance 

Snogged in the back row of a cinema 
Squeezed imo a Tube train in the rush hour 
^ten fish and chips Inxn a newspaper with her fingers 
Negotiated an overdraft 

W&hed the Troopng of the Colour live on television 
Rattied a. st^ ator^ the railings al Buckin^-iam Palace 
Sworn in public . 

Bought a ticket fix the Tifoe 

Cycted the wrong way up a one way street 

Sorted a Chrikrw bro^cast >vith the word “Hello" 

Vfonder^ >vhat she'd do with the money if shesvonthe 

lottery 

Called anjfone "Ma'am”. 

.... — — 


ISM: a correction 

Due to a production error, the final paragraph of Boyd Tonkin's 
cdumn on page 11 of today's magazine is incomplete. The para- 
graph should read as follows; 

**When the eponymous Mr Ape (Doubleday, £9.S9) is 
dumped by his execrated wife, this eocenlric squire packs 
bis cnunbling mansion with friendly beasts. And when his pfle 
burns down, he joins a local gypsy and forsakes real estate. Thel- 
ma and Louise-style, they hit the road with an ancient Roller 
and a brand-new caravan. No doubt this gently subversive dis- 
respect for property will outrage stars and ministers alike.~ 


Unilever targeted 
over genetic food 




69 % 


Why pay more? 


NO ANNUAL 
FEE 


Why pay bilerest 
rates of 20% or more on 
your credit cards when 

ygy QQiilil pay ttie UK's 
hwHest rate - 6.9% APR FIXED - with a 
Qipifad One VISA card? And fhere's No 
Amuiatreel 

Just transfer your balance from 
your high interest cards to our low 
6.9% APR Capital One VISA card and you 
f ^ I dKAVFim to £266 in your first year*. 

And after January 1999 you'll only pay the 
low rate of 1 7.9% APR variable. 

The Captai One VISA card b accepted 

wherever you see ttie lASA sign, and you 
don't need to baidc with us. Capital One 
is one of die oldest estaUisbed credft . 
card busmesses in the worM wHh over 

Upfilinw fiMtonter s world-widc. 

So why not start saving money today? 

Just give us a call now on psgg W WSS 
HM to apply for your 6.9% APR FIXED 
Capital One VISA card or request a FREE 
kifonnation pad^ 
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UNILEVER, the food jjant 
yesterday found itself targeted by 
leading green campaigneis be- 
cause it decided to label one of 
its products as conlainiiig ge- 
netically modified organisms 
(GMOs) - foodstuffi wfaxh have 
been genetically en^eered, 
writes Nidiolas Sdioou. 

There are hundreds of prod- 
ucts in supermackets deriv^ at 
least in part, from GMOs and 
virtual^ none are labelled as 
such. Tlus is something that the 
Govemment wants to change. 

Unilever announced k^^ar 
that “Batchelors Beanfeast" 
would be first to be labefled for 
its GMO soya bean contrat. 
The GMO beans are widely 
grown in the United States, and 
mhed with cooventional beans. 

Yesterday Greenpeace and 


Friends of the Earth supporters 
protested outside a S^eway 
•supermarket in Camden, north 
London, that is selling the prod- 
uct One wore a Frankenstein 
suit, and they banded out “dis- 
loyalty" cards to shoppers. 

A Unilever spokesman said 
ye^erd^ “Wb £d what ^ly- 
body was asking us to in de- 
clare that a product has GMO 
contents, and then we get crit- 
icised. It's a little unfortunate.” 

Enviioamental groups are 
trying to persuade the public to 
shun GMO foods before they 
become ubiquitous and ac- 
cepted. Adrian Brifo, food cam- 
paigner al I^nds of the Earth, 
said: "The long term impaos of 
genetic engineering on &imia& 
human health and the envi- 
Foruneni are unknown.” 


Lawrence inquiry halted as 
police accused of lying 


THE INQUIRY into the mur- 
der of Stephen Lawrence was 
baited yesterday after his fam- 
ily accused a police sergeant of 
^ng about bis actions on the 
night the teenager died. 

Sgt Nigel Qemeot, a mem- 
ber of the Metropolitan Police 
Territorial Support Group, told 
the inquiry th^ be arrived at the 
scene in a van with other offi- 
cers when Stei^n was tying on 
the pavemenl, and then quick- 
ly carried out a search of the 
area to look for suspects. 

But Stephen Kainlisb. rep- 
lesentmg (he Lawrence fomity 
at the mqniiy into the teenag- 
er’s murder, said tb^ did not 
accept that Sgt Qement arrived 
at the scene Triien be said be dkL 

Sgt Gement insisted be was 
telling the truth about the 


events oftfae night in April 1993 
when Stephen was l^ed in 
El tha m, south-east London. 

Sir W illiam Macpberson, 
(Rahman of the inquiry, ad- 
journ^ proceedings because be 
said he was concerned that Sgt 
Qement was being aoensed of ly- . 
ing without bemg warned be^' 
forehand. >ycordfflg to inquiry 
rules, a wttnras murt be informed 
of aity allegatioo marie against 
them before they give eridence. 

Evidence from Sgt Clement 
and from Inspector Steveo 
Groves, who arrived on the. 
scene at the same time, was 
postponed until they have tak- 
en legal advice. 

Before Sgt dement left the 
witness box, be told the inquiry 
that when be arrived on tiie 
scene be did not see any blood 


from Stephen's injuries. Hu 
also said be did not recall see-, 
ing anyone at the scene except - 
two other police officers. 

But Mr Kamlish told him if ' 
be bad been at the scene at that 
time he would have seen • 
Duwayne Brooks, Stephen's 
friend, as well as Conor Taaffe . 
and his wife Louise. 

The inquiry continued with 
evidence from people who bad • 
witnessed events on the night. 

Helen Ariaiy, who was 13 at . 
the time, told the inquiry she 
bad not seen any police officers 
administering first aid to 
Stephen. "I felt quite shocked 
that the police that were there 
were not really doing attything," 
sbe told the inquiry. . 

The bearing continues on | 
Monday. i 
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By fan BurreB 
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halted i ' 
lying 


TH£ AmexKan boring promoter 
Doo Kingyest^d^dazmed tohsve 
delivered a knockout blow to bis 
Brftzsdz nvai Frank ^Ibrxefl wben^a 
Conil ju(^ gave him the ver- 
dict in a bitter legal battle. 

Mr King said the judge's rolh^ 
that he owned the i^hts to a half- 
share of all the boxers in Mr Wtr- 
reo's stable cxKild cost- the British 
promoteir "tens of millions''. 

As focst reported in The Inde- 
pendeni on Stmdt^, Don Ehig Ro- 
ductioos Inc (DKP) lanndied the 
action againsf Mr Mirren and oth- 
ers foUowing the break-up of the two 
promotels’ bosioess paxtnejshq) in 
December. 

DKP aigued that it retained a SO 
per cent share of all tiiebaxeis man- 
aged by die pairtneirii^ induifiag the 
^fBA featherwei^t champion 
Prince Naseem Hmned and the 
Wslsh fighter Joe raiMgfre it also 
daimed the ri^ts to h^ the prof- 
its generated by the bODsers m the sta- 
ble. Yesterd^ the Wg^ Court jt 2 dgs 
Mr Justice Lightman decided in 
favonr of Mr K&g. 

Mr Warren, had fierce^ dis- 
puted the American's gjalmg, is- 
sued a statement saying he was 
“disappointed” 1^ the decision. He 
nejectcri Don King's dahn that in re- 
ally the judge’s ruling amounted to 
9 knock-out blow, saving key issues 
had yet to be at a mrin 

trial later this year. - 

Ml "Rhea’s solicitor Stephen 
Dawes said fhere'wo u ldbe an aiyeri 
against yesterday’s dectsTon, which ; 
was “one battle in a long wax*'. 

Ihat afipeved to be.boriie (ut 
within xnzDUtes of MrKipgissiuqg a 
triunipluot post-jndgment^ -State- 
ment; crztkxoQgMr^lteven^xecord. 


b bOBDD^ The IKinen canqi pcoiqX- 

ze^Moded by Jssuing a writ to 
HbeL • 

. Ihe costs of yetondf^s action, 
which was over neai^ a 

nimith, were over £X miSoii. 

Mr Kiug^s^ioflcesDEm, Peter 
SMU said: "Ev^ ^hter that Rank 
'WhiTen ^oed up to December 5 
1997 is affected by thisint^menL If 
^MuxenJ goes bankr^ they 
, wen be able to find a better pn>- 

moter." 

Almost every booting oontncl 
and TV coverage ommet which Mr 
Waxten had entered mtoliekm^d 
50^ to the paztneishqi, and hews 
now legally obliged to bi^ them out 
^the paitneiriiip, said Mr ^Ifils^ 

A lay ffnf&ig of the judge was 
that Mr 'Wuren breached his oblig- 
atimis to Don Gfiog under tiieir con- 
tract when, without Mr Kii^s 
involvemenUMrWpTenwem ahead 
and ^ned a deal with Mr K^s 
main cable televiriba rival. Home 
Box Office, pait of the Tbie \Uus- 
er group, for the US rights to show 
Hamed'sfigtus. 

Mr \lhjTea had said that he felt 
Mi King should have done more to 
have gitnrfied a telewsion deal for 
. Hamed with the Showtime conqn- 
17, with which the Ainearieaii pro- 
moter has a dose relationship: 

The first bout scxeched imto the 
new HBO agreement featured 
Hamed against the American bar- 
er Kevin Kellegr axMadison Square 
G^ens in Detxmber 1^. 

Mr Kd^ has recentiy entered a 
iiew pa rtneiririp.wiflhtheBotirii|tto- 
motets Rank Afolbn^ and Panos 
EGade& with whom hehas aixanged 
tonights Vfotld 'Boring Cbtiued 
beayywed^t title ffght between 
Lennox X^ewis and Shannon Ibiggs 
ia'Adantic^Sqr. ' 



When God the 

son discovered 
his father 


IN THE NEWS 


BtIC CLAPTON 


OaptornTbeguicargod^ fehar, it was revealed yesterday, was a drtfear who sung end played piano in bars 


:pHEGi«M^STHlTS-<v'' • 
bidtoE Dneft e s lnda^.‘4)ooch|^ 





hHjude.*'Slowlmnir, adto a 
trfbube to hb gidtar sidib. 


THEEI|^BiA»a>5 
■1^' fi^wfp^torn^ in' 1963, was 
wf)^ he left fer the 

he 

* ■ '•» 4ofe jhfeaBY " . 

. SuesbraiB S^ ' wffi ’ti^' Eb'fonned 
*’ bl^ain jzdcE^ce and Gfa)^ 
came BEhd Bdth and 
■■■ r*’ Db^andto DoniBlos. 


AS a bhiesgviiand, Eric Qap- 
ton b God. As a peison, be b 
a disaster area, wri bs Kathy 

Macks. AkobohsA. heroin ad< 

dietfOtt, a suing of fidled rcla- 
tiooships, the tragb death of a 
SOD • Qapun’s past comainB aO 
these demons, and more be- 
sides. Now a new one has' 
emerged to hannt faini: the fa- 
ther he never met 

Until yesterd^, aQ that 
Cbplon. ^ knew lus father 
was that be was Edward Ryer. 
a Canadian servicxtnao sta- 
tkmed in England during the 
Second Wnrid IMir. who re- 
turned tiome in 19(5. belbrc he 
was boro. 

Now, an Ottawa-bnsedjuur- 
nalist has unearthed a wea^ of 
colourful ntionnation. Ryer, it 
seems; was a womaniser and 
drifter who earned his livkDg by 
smgmg and piling the pbno in 
hotel bars. 

Before hi& death from 
leukaemia in 1985, he had nu- 
merous marriages; and long- 
term relation^ips which 
resulted in a dutch of hithertn- 
uidatown stepsiU togs for Qap- 
ton. including a woman who 
lives in a trailer park in Fkuida. 

The emergence of these de- 
tails could not he more timely. 
Just a month agow in a rare in- 
terview*. the elder statesman of 
rock confided that he was 
seaidung for infonnation about 
his father. “I would like to 
know where he is buried, or if 
there is a suisiving £aml^.“ he 
said. 

And, as Clapton embarks on 
a two-month tour of the Unit- 
ed Stales, it will not escape hb 
American audiences that “My 
Riber’s ^res”, a song on bis 
new albnm. PUffim, e xpresses 
hb regret that be sever knew 
this all-impottant figure. 

It was, of course, in bb own 


Kde as a father that he experi- 
enced the greatest anguish of a 
life beset by tragedy- in 1991 , 
Odoot, his fiv^year-old son. fen 
to bb deatb from the S3rd 
floor of the New York apan- 
ment of hb mother, the Italian 
dancer Lori del Samo. 

I>btranght. he "wentr^the 
edge of the world for 8 while*’, 

he said receutly. The po^nani 
ballad, “Thais In Heaven”, was 
an aitempi 10 purge bb grief He 
riso found some solace in re- 
newed contact with hb daugh- 
ter, Ruth Kelly, the resuh of a 
\xiet liabon in 1984. 

Oapton’is feinpy background 
was al^cfy unusual. Hb moth- 
er, Rtrida, was pregnant with 
himat 16; he was brought up in 
Ripley. Surtqr, by hb gnmd- 
paieois and until the of 12 
believed Patricia was hb sister. 

The Sixties were when he 
rose to stardom; by the follow- 
ing decade, he was cai^l up in 
a self-desmanive cyde of bonze 
and drugs ih^t lasted until he 
joined Alcoholics AiKUiymous 
in 1981 Hb appearance at the 
Live Aid concert in 19j!5 
marked the revb'al of hb career. 

Nowadays, Clapton b ul- 
tra-respectable. He wears Ar- 
mani suits, owns houses in 
Chelsea. Surrey and on the 
Caribbean bland of Antigua, 
and h.*t5 a valwtble and eclectic 
art cc^IectMML He performs reg- 
ularly and counsels recovering 
drug addicts and alcoholics. 

He remains, irrcspecth e of 
hb different iocamations. one 
of rodi’s greatest suin-K'ois, and 
a consummate musicbn who 
has proved that white boys can 
sing the blues. Hb heroes were 
bgends such as Robot Johnson. 
BB King and Muddjy 'Wateis. 
Like them, he has called him- 
self “one man and hb guharver- 
sus the world”. 
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JAMES FERMAN has been 
cjiHeri niai9 things by the self- 
Bf^rointed protectors of Middle 
Fnglan d, most of them -nn- 
pieasant Aptfy, hb announce- 
ment yesterday of cetiremCTt as 
film censor afier 23 years came 
^ in a week when the Daify Mail 
was again fiothipg at the mouth, 
this tim e about the licens rng of 
LtdiUL 

" Mr Ferman believes -he b 
. leaving censorship in the UK 
hMHi'ng in the ri^t direction. 
Hb successor, who takes over 
at tile end of to year, will find 
a British Board of Rim Classi- 
fication which has clamped 
down on,viofenoe, espedalty of 

a toual nature, brought videos 

into the legulatoiy framework, 
and. allowed adults as much 
choice as posable on wbat they 

watdi on their rinema screens. 

- IBs oritics would disagree. 
•The ‘American-born” Mr Fer- 
‘ man tfa^ si^, was out of Step 
with .what' the people of this 
country really wanL Eariferdus 
week the Mail accused hm of 
“Gross betrayal of public in- 
teresT for agreeing to rele^ 
Ld^ (to an adult audience). 

11118 was in fine with prew- 
Dus a^ks. He ^ appaient- 
been . “pushing for pom” 




the bete 
Middle England 


Ferman: advised succemr 
to i nvest in a flak jacket 

because he wanted to license 
and reg^te espticit -videos, 
and “figb^ for opea door to 
Euro pQzn” for prepoanghar- 
monbatirm oS. Sm eensotsh^ 
categories in - tiie European 
UniOD. The dedsto to grant a 
floenoe to tiiefihnOaA sent die 
Mail info-qpopiOT: “lline to 
sadt this fMiIe-ceaso^. 

Mr. Ferman reflected yes-: 
teidsy: “1 certrinfy cdnld not ob- 
ject to critidsaK if me b in a 
public post then one must eii^ 
pect it Onr verities have as - 
much ng^io frte^ieedias to 
flhninakei& Ic would h^ been 
nice if some of tbe.ciitidsmbas 
been more feirabd mtcBi^nL 
But thenagsihitwonldbeua- 
faii to demand, intelligeiicfc 
ffoniall critto . 


to problem b that 
tiiose who daim to defend to 
values of Middle England may 
wen be out of toudi with Mid- 
dle England and rather patio- 
nbiag towards the per^e of 
Middle En^and. 1 titink Mid- 
dle Riglaod b Saz more K^r- 

awt ainH iinriMW anrfing andleSS 

rilocked on mattera (ff sexton 
peoi^e like the Afoif inast we 
must think- 

“Tbere was, of ooui^ a lot 
of fuss over Ouh. But on^ two 
countries are bdie^ to have 
banned it, Su^pore and 
Malaysc^ because of the sexu- 
al contenL So we are hardly out 
of touch with prevaiUzig m- 
teniadoaal ofniucHi”.. . 

A cr^eague of Mr Fbrman 
adderh “TheMaj/maynotrep- 
rtoat KGddie Ehgfend, but it 
certain^ r^iregentg Middle 
Malayria anid Midto. Sings- 
po^. 

'Mr Benoan, an awaxdwin- 
ning telBriaon prodooer and (£- 
rector, was appointed In 1975. 
Over-hmdt in Sdbo the then 
prerident of to Board. Lord 
HariechftOld hbnitwasajob 
inwhidi itwould beinqxissiUe 
to keep everyone happy, ^nce' 
ton 'he has had ploi^ of op- 

pnrnmfty m fiivl n»t f pr him<Mlf 

Becansernlosgovemiiigcerti- 
ficatkui of explkat >Qdeo6 were 


too tight, many dbtributars 
were bypasang the system for 
a focrative and unoontiolled 
Mack maiket where ahnostany- 
titiagwent. 

The BBPC proposed bimg- 
ing rideos bade into to regu- 
latory system by granting 18 
oertificaies, but with the strict 
stipulatkm tot sex in the fims 
must be consenriag. uoo-violeot 
andl^aL 

For tius to director and to 
BBFCwas accused of “pushing 
to pc^”, and “ provoking out- 
rage”* Mr Ferman said: “ The 
fact was we had a sitaatioQ- 
triiere there was no effective 
control on these video nasties. 
What we were tiying to do was 
to try and stop as modi as pos- 
sible these violent videos, sotoe 
of itiuch showed rape as enter- 
tainmenL I would tove tboi^t 
that would meet with appro^ 
insbead edtidsoL Don't these 
per^e want the rideos regu- 
lated?” 

Advertbemen& to Mr Fei- 
man's successor tomorw 
row, and a sbortlisi will be 
faepared by a firm of bead- 
hunters. The final choice wSl be 
made by the new presdent of 
to BB^ Andreas Whitom 
Snuth, and seokir executives. Mr 
firman's advice to tus succes- 
^ “Get a flak jacket?. 




Mystery of poisoned fish is solved 
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By Nicholas Seheen 

Environment Corresponden t 

ONE Op Britain’s worst ever 
freriiwatcr pollution incidenis 
was apparency 3 natural event 
caused by aigaCi tbe SoMTOU- 
meat Agency said yesierd^. 

The Government’s green 
watchdog a population cs- 

ploskni of amiczosoopic, single- 
. celled.planf called a diatom 
'jjjjbfvqied out a fish farm and hun-, 

dreds of thoDsands of coarse fish 

. along two miles of tire Kennd . 
and Avon Cbnal in Bericdnre. 


flxa^Whento cSafomsi&d they 
Inked huge quantities starch- 
IDce po^saccharidea. These m 
ito tfateiseh^s toxic; hut ti)^ ^ 

pear to have dogged the gjlb of 

the fidi and prevented ti^ 
Q^igeri from the water. - 

The ageo^ b convinced tot 

ebb. ratbef than some man-. 




to inddent which begun just 
over three weeks aga the ooo- 
tazttination flowed from to. 

into ihe River Pun and 
into the Berkshto-'tto}** Rim ■ 
' three inite R tkiwni iVer. There it 
. vmed put 150 tonnes of young. 

. boat worth about fSOPAiW- . . 


. Bad; in to canal, fidt con- 
tinued to die as tile contami- 
nation sptod. The levds of 
‘‘locdd^ 

the ^ency,. ruled out- a 
cbeffii^ spis^ as to cause. 

No maamab, birds, insects 
and other inveitdnates appear 
to have been affected, and the 
agency befieves the eontami- 
natidu b hannl^.to people: 

The agenpf ooOld 

pdiercssettoreaiflbcaiiciadue 
m pdlysaccbarides killed la^ 
aiifflibeis of fish. That was in 
^ZeslaBdiQ 1994.”WrB0iD 
to verge of something quite 
new here,” said Geoff Bri^ty, 


to ageniT^ head of eoviroa- 
meataltaricology. ‘Tt has bees 
abigsmprise." 

Mlcbad Stevenson, owner 
and managet of to trout fans, 
bnotcosn^iced. don't 
believe rt,” he said. 'While the 
later stE^ of the fish kili may 
have been due to algae, he be- 
lieve that k began as a man- 
aito dsastisr- although he wzD 
not s^ vto prvtot he suspects 
was behind it. 

The-agency .mil pour large 
quantities of ccnrosiv« hydrogen 
peroride mto to canal OfveT to 
nej. .few days to break to 
polysaiccharid'e molecules. 
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Murdoch admissioii leaves Blair in the 



^PaulHcCam 

Med3 Correspondent 












. RUPmorMURDOOTsaba- 

to suTpdse left even cynic^ 
London' political and media 
codes open mouthed yesteidi^ 
after an ardde in his newspS' 
per, the ZSmer, undennined 
week-tong denials bjr Downing 
Street about the Rhoe Minis- 
ter^ efforts on bdialf of the 
ooon's business interests. 

MrMordod^ mtervention 
kdtobseiveawondermgalx^ 
the media mogul’s motives for 
embaiiassing his suppo^ 

friwnrf .Thny ttlairr hy ronfirming 

that he had indeed asked the. 
Prime bfinisterto quu Italy’s 
prime nunister about udietber 
rite Italian gover nm ent would 
aDow Mr Mmdocii^ aoquisitioo 
.of Mediaset, .Italy’s leading 
ccmmodal teleririon network. 

Times- journalists dmmed 


Rupert Muirioch; This vwsaperfccayifinocant request fcratfarination which I would expect ihim any British business needh^ help 


of the newqtaper’s new found 
wfllingoess to report on the af- 
fiurs of its owner. 
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her, Rj^ymond Snoddy, has ad- 
pSHftd to an error of jutfepment 
in not covering the dectaoa of 
Murdoch-owned publisher 
HarperCoUins to drop Oins 
patten’s book on Hong Ki^ 
Tlie 7^ sto*y also 
that Mr Murdoch used the iiv- 
fonnation (o reject the deal af- 
ter an attempt to raise 
Mediaset’s price tag by its own- 
er, Silvio Beiiusconi, fttfxner 
prime minister of Italy. 

Thner insidecs are adamant 
that the stoiy was prompted by 

enquiries by its me^ editor and 

was not “placed" by the news- 
paper’s proprietor. “Harper 
rnilifw was an embarrassment" 
said a News International 
source. “Now it’s time forgfar- 
nost on News Cotp stories. 

Notwithstanding tbe news- 
paper’s claim to have tracked 
down Mr Murdoch and ex- 
tracted his quote on its own vo 

lition, observers still believe Mr 
Muidodi gave die coofinnation 
to illustrate the strength of his 
connectioDS with Mr Blair. 

The FinancUd Times re- 
vealed earlier riiis week that Mr 
Murdoch boasted to cofleagues 
during hisn^tiatioDsfor Me- 
diaset in Milan that be would 

call up Mr Blair to get his help. 

Tbe Toner stoiy also sdrved 
tomustratB how eaaly Mr Mur- 
dodi can turn 1^ the beat m tbe 
Prime Minister when he so 
chooses -jiist before the new 
Conqietition KIL, canying a 
Lords' amendment that would 
end the Toner’s piedatoiy pric- 
ing tactics, aj^iears m the Com- 
mons. Mr Murdoch’s revelation 
mi^ be timed to remind Mr 
Blair to Stick to plan to excise 
the amendment 

Mr Murdoch’s statement to 
the Toner - “this was a perfectly 
moooeat request for infotma- 
.tioB whidi 1 would eaqpect from 
Biit^ busing needing 
frdi^ Aefr-govermhent in 
Eim^peiiEMdde 
tmdeniih^ a of denials 


dism^ist^ djmttRjih m call 

as “a jote” d^^sd tibgt th^ 
had no kooMetj^ aborm ^ani- 
tents because the ol^aal'wtio 


Blair’s spin doctors whirl into action 


THE spin doctorsat Down^ 
Street have been mistead- 
ir^ but th^ avoided dired: lies 
in their attempts to kill the re- 
ports foat the i^me Minister 
had spoken about Rupert 
MurdixKs bid Ibr an Italian 
Broadcasting Cornpany to Ro- 
mani Prodl, the Italian Prime 
Minister. Yesterd^, the contro- 
versy was in danger of spinrung 
out of control. 

Downing Street's initial re- 
action had been a blanket de- 
nial The Prime Minister's 
official spokesman was asked 
at a regular press briefing in 
Downing Street to comment 
on a report in the %ionda/ 
Times, quotir^ ItaTian sources, 
that Mr Blair had intervened by 
tel^horvng Mr Prodl 
i ‘*There was no such 
phonecair said the qxikesmarL 

However, under questbn- 
ing it became dear that a tele- 
phone cal! had taken place but 
the denial vvas that it had been 
InitBted by Mr Blair. That de- . 


vice vyas used to underrrene 
the veradty of the whole story. 

The. Prime Minister's 
spokesman went otk "The FT 
story was a complete joke .. 
The Prime Minister and the 
Italian Prime Minister speak 
regularly. This was not about 
Rupert Murdoch .. they had a 
discussion ^ut common is- 
sues and I do not inter>d to 
brief upon It" 

Alakair Campbell, the 
Priioe Minister's press secre- 
tary is noted for knocking 
down stories vigorously. 

A more junior spokesman 
yusterday was rrxire cautious 
in explaining the revelations 
When it was put to him 
that they suggested that Mr 
Biair was at the bedc arxl call of 
Mr Murdoch, an American dti- 
he rqjfied: "I don't think it 
si^ests that at ak It's suggests 
the Prirne Minister would vvarit 

to h^ British businessmen. Of 

course, he can telephone 

eexversationSi" 


Srandard Life 


Annua! Genera! 
Meeting 
















monhoced the caOwasoveneu 
- first riu^ said he was in the 
Middle East And then daiRwd 
he was in Paris. 

However, on Ibesday the 
British Embassy then erabar- 
rassed the GovmruneDt by ooh- 
finning that Mr Murdoch's 
8(X{uisition of Mediaset had 
been discussed in the call be- 
tween Mr Blair and Mr Pin^ 
p ^ lte denials by Mr Prodi, a 
centre-left ally of Mr Blair in 
Europe, that Mr Murdodi had 
been dscussed, Italian govern- 
ment somees oonfinoed riiat Mr 

Blair had quizzed the Italian 
l^a d**** in some detail about 
new broadcasting legislation 
planned in Itafy. 

Mr Blair still daimed'in 
Paris on Tliesd^ that he treat- 
ed Mr Murdodi no difieiCTriy 
from anyone else with British 
business interests. 

In feet, BSkyB, the sup- 
posed British vehide for the 
take-over of Mediaseu is not 
treated asa British oompany fay 
the Britidi govemment because- 
h is broadcast by a satellite c(xn- 
pany based in Luxembourg. 
For this reason, BSl^B is ex- 
empt from the Independent 
Thlevision Commission regula- 
tions wfaidi cover British broad- 
casters. It also flaunts European 
Unkm quotifi <m tbe use of non- 
European ptogrammii^ “This 
illustrates the marvellous dex- 
teri9 Murdoch usesfo^’both 
ends against the middle,'’ says 
James Curran, professor of 
ooomiunicatioasat Geddsmith’s 
College. “As fer as regulation is 
ccmceroed BSi^ is not British, 
but it is British when it comes 
to representing his interests. 

■ Yesterday in Hor^ Kong ev- 
ideiue emeijged of tbe likety sen- 
sitivity of Mr Patten's book 
aboiu Hong Kong to Mr Mur- 
dodi's emigre, wften it was re- 
ported that the tycoon is 
planning to buy a oontiolling 
stake in Hong Kong’s second 
largest tExiestrial TVstatioriu *1110 
reflected Oiinese language Ori- 
enial Dtdfy News reported that 
NewsCoipwiDbiiyaSl percent 
stake in Asian Tfaleviskm Ltd for 
SlSOm (£109m}. /OV refused to 
confirm or deoy the report 
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PHsoli boss toughs it 




By Kate Watso n Sm y th 


ed. Neazfy.all suEfereis of the 
are biadc. “Broadly 


THE bead of therPnstn Service 

yesterday deziied be a lacist 
and refiKed to saiga fcdlowing 

hh claim thaT^iack people 
were mote likefy to die in cas;> 
tody while being restraiaed be* 
cause thqr ^ere physically 
difierent to whites. 

R^mrdTUt said: ”1 am not 
a recast I have never been, a 
racist I never sh^ be a radst 
1 don't think the quBstkm of res* 
igoadon CGBoes into iL 1 was aoh 
ply sharing with viewers the 
advice 1 had been oBeied. 1 was 
not ganng my he said 

referring to tte interview on 
'Wednesday, Layton, a 
haemaiolt^jg a£ King's CoD^ 
Hospital, London, and e:q>ert 
on sickle.<£D anawmfa^ backed 
Mr lih and said people with the 
disease were morelikehf to die 
as a result of being aspbyiiat- 


to s^ that there's an increased 
risk”. Bat he add^tl^lhe 
Pdson Service riiouivt^ ex- 
tra care to malK sure nbjpris- 

oneis were placecfat risk while 
being zestr^Dicd. 

Mr Hlt^'ec»nmentt fcUow 
the d«th of a Hade man, Al- 
ton Khamingi in custody- An in- 
quest jury ruled on Wednesday 
that he was unlawfully -kOled at . 

ataprivatejail in 1995 after he 
was placed in a neck lode fir- 
ing astiugg^' Seven ofBoets at 
Blakenhuiw. Prison. Woices- 
teishire, have been SQSpencted 
while the Crown Prosecution 
Service consuleis whether to 
bdngdiaiges- 

Mr Manning was the sixth 
black person out M a total of 
seven who have died in prisons 
wfafle being restrained since 


1991 MrTQt, trying to expl^ 

the figure, dted Prison Service 

reseaicfa suggesting sidde-ceu 

fflatitig were rejected e** 
peits, ipNiiriing the Home Of- 
fice patbologisl Nai Caiy. 

Idr Tilt yesterday apolo- 
msed if his conunedts bad 

caused ofience and appealed for 

p^le to look at the whole in- 
terview rather than just his 
comments on "positional as- 
phyxia”, in which a prisoner be- 
ing restrained can suffocate - a 
condition allegedly exacerbat- 
ed by rickle-cell anaemia, in 
which the sofierers’ Wood car- 
ries less oi^gen* 

“I ain extremely sorry if the 
lemaiks I made on Newsn^ 
have caused offeoce they 
were conqiletely inadvertent,” 
he told Radio 4’s World at One. 

He had been “ooncetned” by so 

many rieathR invoMog blade 


Plan row over 
Irvine home 


I <^UNC3L officials yestecd^ 

I visited die Scottish retreat of 
tl^ Lord QianceDor, Lord 
Imne, tt> check afie^dons ^ 
Aat he carried out building 
work without permission. 

Argyll and Bute council 
sai d a senior buildzttg control 
mq^ector and a joiner visited 
the property on Klntyie penin- 
sula iriddi Lord Irvine booght 
10 years ago. 

An anonymous to the 
CO uncil had allied that work 
had been done to stables at 
Loop House, near nuchan^ 
for which Lord Irvine (fid not 
have permission. The alliga- 
tions follow a f br o r e over the 
cost of refurbisimig ^ Lord 
ChanceQor'& offidi^ ^laxl- 
ments at Westminster. 


Four in £3m 
rhino horn plot 


FOUR pec^le were yesterday 
convicted (tf conspiring to sdl 
neazfy £3iJ>woith of rinno besn 
■ Kmg’s lyno Crown Co uii w as 
told the plot was hatched by | 
Wilfred BoD, 63, vriioisservjlE^ j 
a E&scntoice for murdering his I 
Tufe. Bull brought in his mis- 
tress, Carol Scotchford-Hugh- 
es. SO, and she reorufted Elaine 
AzscoQ, 40, and David E2^, 54. 
Bull recent 15 months’ im- 
prisooment cemeurrent to his 
fib sentence, ^yisnenxHitlxf ' 
jan, Scot(difoT(f-Hi%hes was 
ordered to do 120 hours and 
Aiscott 80 hours of commnni - 1 
^service. 
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Post strikes 


^^Idcat strikes by postal work- 
ers ^jread yesterd^, (fisrupting 
I man deliveries agd iftarftng to 
•more post-boxes being sealed. 

Deliveries in Liveip(X)l and 
parts of London were hk by uo- 
ofEcial action by more, than 
LOOOworkere. Deliveries are 
also esqMcted to be hit todqr 
despite laDs being held. 

In London, more postal 
workers walked ont yesterdey 
in two separate disputes over 
the suspension of three work- 
ers and a row over ove r tim e. 


Gang jailed 


AN aimed who tried to 
puD off Britain’s biggest cash 
robbery wasjaPed at Kingston 
'Crown 0>urt for a total of 43 
years yesterday. The sevenr 
strong gang’s atteoqzt to steal 
£tiin fiom a securhy van in 
March last year was fbfied by 
an undttcover poUceman af- 
tera suspidouriy hi^ number 

of raids on vans ftom Securi- 
tas UKk’Ahndsworth d^x>t 


Up to speed? Keltli HeUawWItaBdrrg to youngsters yestef d y Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


Youngsters ask drug tsar: 
Have you been a user? 


Driver charged 

A LORRy driver appeared in 
court yesterday to £vx diargiss 
of attempted murder, rape, 
and kidnapping during at- 
tacks on women in Leeds and 
Bradford in the eaify 1980s. 
Give BarweU, 41, was charged 

atmagistratesmhfehnmpci^ | 

of Leeds. On Mond^ he was 
charged wth similar attacks in 
Nottingharn^fre and Leeds In i 
1993 and 1995. I 


Ii8cd dni^ T think then Tm OK about it. but hard 

vritricTi- , ^ cannabis should be decrimi- drugs can loll peoDle.” she said. 

“d then the public l^tt BrotSL a 19.^^ 

^I te garne t dn^t^ should be eancated before the old fiom bSS adcrftfr 
“ ' rest are legalised.” she said. HdlaweH how te jnstified mak- 

M iug nature! drugs, such as 

w™ would be listened to: cannabis and nugic mush- 
M^aifolusdep^.hto -11.^oi.^toli5tenton5,’she reoms. illegal. 

sSa 

^SlS'^a^hJ^Lce iSruSesaiditwasintpo.. 

tram /nabs... •___ tiunk you have to have had tanttoshawvannBmnfiiethat 


Plane mystery 

A PLANE fiyxng low over a 
road moments before a 

woman motorist died has been 

identified as an American air- 
force Hercules. But the RAF 

insisad the plane was flying aT 

a safe height and was not to . 
blame for the crash in !^eb- 
lesshire in which Carol 

Mackenzie, a teaidier, ified. ' 


then Pm OK about it, but bard 
drugs can loll people,” she said. 

Matt Broadbent, a 19'yeai^ 
old from Bri g h to n, asked Mr 
HdlaweQ how he justified mak- 
ing natural drugs, such as 
cannabis and magic mush- 
looms. iliegaL 

Christine Widdowfield, 23, 


in south London. Mr Tviace, a 
former outreach worker vrith 
drug users, said he had partak- 
en in the past, although he did 
not dlsd^ vriiudi drug^ Mr 
HeOawtU be had not. 

Mr Hellawell and Mr Tlace 


uuuA Tuu nave lo nave han 

“Perience Of drugs to do my 

S’”'”*''™" 

“ ‘kKuascouldoiilytreatpeoric 
and Con^ foal- whose iltoessw they^e 


gfy 


prisoners und had commis- 
sioned research at that poim. 

lBsmm,MrTiltmadecter,w« 

^ledunog the risks to people 
when wc were using {diys^ 
control-. The study, published 
on his instnictionsu had “sug- 
gested there was a potential ^ 

between sickic-ccll disorder 
and these incidents-. 

Controversial remarks to 
the BBC had been ‘‘in theeon- 
text of examining the whole 




{of 




-0 


id 


piobtem and pasri^ on tbe.ad- 
vice we bad lecuK^”. There 


was “no di^tc” thiU there was 
a greater likelihood forsidde- 
disorder to occur in people 
of African origin, Mr TDt said. 
‘‘There is a potential risk, sinoe 
sidde-cell disorder can cause 
death during a great deal of exr 
erdon and that is a potential 
problem.” He was ''csttreoie^ 
sorry- if his remarks were in- 
terpreted as racist. 


ii « 


iilors ii 


iinquiry 




I 




^Phi 


- • ^^saawcua 

tend tile meeting, which was Qf- 
ganised by the National Youth . 
Agency. 

Emma Gosling; . a 2&>year- 
old from Reading, riie had 


whose illnesses they have 
e^erienced.” 

Christopher Ffocldiart, 17, 
Newark, said he did not 
tiiink dings ^uld be legalised 
'Tf it is for medical purposes 


in addicts. ‘There should be 
more outreach workers,- she 
said. “They should educate 
people more. I hope wo wQl be 
listened to.” 

Mrlfoce said it was impor- 
,tant to showyoung people that 
their views were taken seriously. 
“When I was young nothing 
would leassuze me that I was be- 
ing listened to,” he said. “In the ^ 
endgc^rnmentlsgcrveroment - 
- they are men in suits. But we 
don’t have to do things 13» this. 
Rfe’re trying fo show pec^ 
we're wfiliag to talk.’’ 
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place for 

every 

4-year-old 


Byjutfthjudd 

Educstion.Edtsr ‘ 


EVEPY foaFyeaF<ddTnn have 

a sdiool, nnzseiy or pfakygrnip 
place by tins S^>tembei; the 
Govemment annoiingf^ yes- 
terday. Ministeis said th*? near 
plans ^rfced out by l«cfl au- 
tfaoritze^ voluntaiy groups and 
private nuiseries would provide 
more choice for parents. 

Btu leaders of the playgroup 
znovemeat said that the plans 
would mean most children were 
in big recqition classes vriiidi 
were somethne !n-equq)ped to 
c(^ with them, and playgroups 
would continue to dose. 

The scheme provide 
60,000 new places and mvolve 
between 300 and 400 new 
providers. E^Qr per cent of 
placeswOl be in st^scboc^cr 
nurseries and the rest in vol- 
untary or privme ones. Barents 
mil be sent aliAt^iaowdets 
and will be entitled to five two 
and a half-hour sessons a week 
at a cost of £1,100. 

The nKneywill payfbr a foil- 
time recqjtion class place or a 
part-time state or private nurs- 
ery place. Private nurseries mil 
have to offer at least one free 
place. Ih^ will not be able to 
charge top-up fees for education 
but will be able to diarge for 
childcare setrnces, for ocuD^ 
if chfldren are cared for eariy in 
the morning or in the evening. 

A sum of £10m, announced 
in the 'budget,' ^ be used to 
subddise means-tested dnld- 
caie at some nDTseries. Parents ' 
win not be assured of a at 

the sdbool or nurseiy of their 
choice but mmi^rs s^ that 
choice will be wide because, in 
every local aa|hority,^ there are 


' mne pbpK tim &<ir-yeBr-old& 
- Parents options wiB vary an* 
carding to vriiexe they liw& lit 
ifiddlesboio ugh , for instanee, 
where rfi ti dren abeai^ 
have state school or n uis e iy 
jriaces there win be fim pcivaie 
' or volunlaiy {daces.* 

Estdle Morris, the sdasols 
innii5ter,5aiddieitew-parlDer- 
sh^ would end the destnictrve 
c omp e titio n for efaUdren caused 
by the {nevioas gpvenuneDfs 
ZKUsery vDudiec system vriii^ 
had driven some {d^groi^ 
out of business^ The Gomm- 
ment wonld ensure, she 
said, that four-yeaiKdds in re- 
ception dasses recewed smtaUe 
educaiiotL 
' Every local anthoiiCy wlikfa 
has fouF-year-tdds in reoeptioD 
classes has had to show m its 
plan how thdr nee& wOl be 
rneL She admosriedged, bow^ 
ever, that some stfll bad some 
way-to go. 'EadrtioaaDy, many 
lecqrtion dasses have had few- 
er teacbeis pm* child than nurs- 
ery classes and too little pl^ 
space for younger diildren. 

Margaret Lodtrie, diief ex- 
ecutive of the Pre-Sdiool 
Learning Alliance, sai^ "The 
Government's oommhment to 
eady years edocatioo is real bnt 
we .are very concerned that 

trmW diDdiwn argaill gnmg iiitft 

receptkni classes at atime whoi 
peo^ are ademg whether five 
is too young to start sdrooL” 
‘Ihere vAs no rign that {dq*- 
grefop closures were slowing, 
she said. Karen \%Ilcer of the 
I'fotioad PnvamD^Nniscnies 
Associatioa, said partnerdii^ 
mdrlocalaiUfaodtieswerewQik- 
mg wen in some phtces, bat said 
tiiey were stiD concerned about 
die reslDctkHi cf pescoial drooce. 





couQ^ coniicOIim are 
inder police investigation into 
be aheged misuse of a local 
luthority's computers'- for 
>oniO|gr^fay. 

Shnqrshire Conniy CouncQ 
onfinned ' that Wbst Mercia 
^rUce^hiad executed search 
vairants at the homes trf the 

bur Labour ooiiocinots eai^ on 

Viednesd^. 

A couDcil^bBsman saidoo 
me had been charged, but 
lamed three of the counefliors 
leing investigated as Peter 
i^les. Ken Smith and Derek 
Vbodvioe. 

A West Mercia police 
pokesman said: "During the 
ally hours of Wednesday po- 
ice officers in Shropsiure ex^ 
□ted search warrants at four 
Hrfngs^g s ED connection vrith an 
iquiiy into pornography. 

"A quanti^ of propeii^ was 
ecovered from addresses and 
dll now be the subject of 
xamination.'’ 

police said that two men 
ave been arrested in connec- 
ion with the inquiry. They 
lere interviewed at Shrews- 


. boxy police station and released 
on police bafi anffi Tune. 

.. TlmcoimdPsI-aboairgFOiq) 
leadpe^ Malccdm -Perlc^ said 
■. die three were named because 
th^ bad been due fo stand 
for places on conncil 
conmuttees. . 

"In of the on-going in- 
qoiries and in order to secure 
pd& Gonfidenoe, the groupmE 
hotbe appomtmg them to any 
committee seats,” Mr Perks 
said. 

A oounefi spe^esmman said 
tile foD^ counci] member had 
not been named because he or 
she. was not due to stand for a 

jws±gTrfay*g »inii iTal 

. meeting. 

Thededaon not foname the 
fourth cbundDor could be re- 
^newed later, she added. 

. Iheooun^cinefeseculive, 
1^1 Pdr^, said staff had 
acted very quid^ to britig the 
matter to his anentiob. 

Ihe aufooriqirwDiild now be 
reviewing its operational gmde- 
, lines for. the use of computer 
eqarpihent by., all staff and 
'cDanidllojs.' . 


Right to 
source is 


nam e 


protect 

upheld 


of distipUnaiy regnlatfons and 
has now retired. '■ 

Judge Nfichacl Hyam dis- 

missed the application after a 

d^long h earin g and Tilled in 
favour of the Easton Daify 
Press, vriiidi is based in Nor- 
wich, and hfr Galvin. 

Police had argued that they 
needed Mr Galvin's notes to 
.»gtahUsh whether ai^ offence 
nnder the Official Secrets Act 
h ad been committed by the 
person who supplied infor- 
mation for tbe story. They also 
argued that the report was in 
danger of undenntmDg the p(^ 
lice's informant sy^em. - ' 

Mr Galvin and tbe Eastern 
Doi^ had. aigu^ that it 
was vital for sources for news- 
paper stories to be protected. 
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SA^IRTUAL TRAVEL 






Renaissance revisited at the touch of a button 




Befons travelling thousands of 
^'les to see the works of a 
fe^urfte artist, check the 
Internet, advises Matthew 
Hoffman. Lonenzo Lotto may 
never have intended his paintings 
to appear on screen - but now 
the modem art lover is well 
prepared to see the real thing 


Do you, like me, find yourself reading reviews of 
exhibitions in New York, Milan and Paris that will 
never come to London? Up to now, the only rem- 
edy open to those of us who could not find the time, 
or money, to travel to distant dties in pursuit of fleet- 
ing assemblies of works by a favourite painter or 
movement has been to buy the catalogue - if even 
that could be found, in Englisb and affordable. The 
other day, however. 1 happened upon an imagina- 
tive development that offers some solace to the stay- 
at-home an lover the virtual tour. 

I bad been planning a trip to ^A^hingtoo DC, 
to be taken some time this spring, for reasons un- 
connected vrith art hut having read of an ezfaibi- 
tioD of the Italian Renaissaoce paintin gs of Lorenzo 
Lotto that had c^Tened at the National GaDeiy there, 
1 thought I would tiy to catch the show as well But 
when would it close? And just which works would 
they be exhibiting? 

Lotto was a recently acquired interest of mina 
In the autumn of 1996, in the Correr Museum in 
^^n(ce. ] had come upon a small picture Lotto 
of the Vli^n enthroned, a little crown held owr her 
head by two hovering angels. And althoogb there 
were many more famous paintings in the Correr, 
something about the little Lotto captivated me. So 
I kept an eye out after that for other works by him. 

One, in London's National Gallery, showed me 
that be could paint portraits with exquisite detail, 
and on altarpiece dedicated to Saint Antonine in 
the Church of Santi Giovanni e Paolo, of two monks 
handing out alms to and receiving petitions from a 
highly realistic multitude, confirm^ that he could 
work on a large scale as welL Then, last year, a book 
came out - Lorens) Lotto, by loiter HuinCrey, about 
the artist's Ufe and works that helped feed mycur- 
kisily > and whet appetite to see more the paint- 
ings themselves. 

What to do, then, about y^ishington? I turaed 












to the IntemeL A little poking about found the US 
National Gallefy webate, and the information that 
the Lotto show was due to close on 1 Match. Did 
1 want to move my trip forward? Pondering that, I 
idly clicked on Lotto's name, and found myself be- 
ing asked whether I w^ed to take a ‘Virtual tour*’ 
of the Lotto exhibition. Of course, I did. 

The tour iodtuded all the rooms and all the paint- 
ings, together with some additional material (such 


as some rare oriental rugs similar to those that ap- 
pear in Lotto's paintings), and plenty of infonna- 
tion. There's even a facility to hear the same sound 
track that is played on the audio tour available at 
the eriiibition itself. You need a somewhat later yer- 
sion of the Internet web browser than^i luq)pened 
to be’using toget the foil automatedtour; but there 
is an alternative toiir in «4iich you:Clk£ your vray 
around the walls of thie rooms to get what ] take to 



be the same niaps, close-ups of the paintings and. 
commentary. Intijguiog and infonaative.asthe site 
is, though. Iflre everything on the Internet the whole 
setup is a little slomrer, and little more dum^, than 
it promises. 

Is there any point in seeing the show hself after 
such a tour in the bomfortof your home or office? 
Well,! did go •for the last ^.Sund^, 1 March. 
And, of course, there is nothing like the real rhiit g 


*A Lady wHii a Drawing of tucretia’ by 
. Lorenzo Lotixs Above, as it app ea rs on 
the frrtemec site' . 

Photograph: The Bri^errian Art Ubrary 


Tbe scale, fc» one, is important; you get no idea just 
vdiat size tbe pictures are from reproductions on pa- 
per or screen, even vdien the measureoaenis are 
eo. Then there is tbe paint quality: the real works 
don’t glow ffom behind ^ they do on a video soeen, 
nor do they have tbe concentrated intensity of re- 
duced versions on coated p^r. To be frank, they 
are a little dull in Gonqxuison: 1^ immeasurably more 
affecting, for all that 

- My virtual tour did yield one uircxpecled bene- 
fit As I approached the Nationa] GalJ^. great bill- 
board signs outside proclaimed ‘T.OTTO”. a bit as 
they do in New York City, where you are being bid- 
den to play the local lottery. Inade, the tqipe^ con- 
tinued: the show subtided “Rediscovered 
Master of tbe Renmssance'' and you were told im- 
oiediately and repeatedly that this great painter has 
been obscured by the popular arphttm accorded to 
- 'Htian. In fact, L(^ is a very touching minor painter, 
. at least by comparison with Titian, and his work is 
noted in every decent guide to tbe art of 'Venice. 

Jud^ng by a couple of conversations I had in 
^^bsbingfon others v^o bad seen the Lotto show, 

they had been disappomted. But as anyone who had 
previous^ taken tte Internet tour knew what to ex- 
pect, piesum^, Ske me, th^ >vere neither surprised 
nor disappointed to ha^ f^ed to encounter the 
grandeur, sensoonspess and cultural sophistication 
of another Titian. Lotto's works provide different 
satisiactiohs, not the less welcome for being in a low- 
er register. The hype m^ nuslead. but the wtual 
tour a truer impression of wbafs to be found 

on the walls of the g^ery. 

The Lotto virtual tour contmues at HWHi/^gotVer- 
hibithns/htweLhtm. The real dung can be seen at the 
Accademia Carrara di Belle Arti, Bergamo, 2 April’ 
28 June: and the Grand Palais, Airis, 12 October-Il 
JamuaylW. 


TEU 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL- OVERSEAS' 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Special Interest Holidays 






JnfsgfSiKr 



Eroenure t-inc; 05-i 55T163 

’ ■' -arc: 


_ ^ Experience the 

Unexpected 

Discover Ae tauque e^erience 
adventure! ' 


■ Wddl^St^ins aTrekkingBpedimm 
• SailingAdveraures Expletvdon 

» QdtttrdTvunng • Widemas Eiperienee 

FvreuT tOO eelamr bmhtae ttO 

01252 344161 












Holldaysoff 
theb«aten 
trade wiOi the 


JOURNEY 

VLATfNv 

AMERICA 

Escorted Groups 
& Bespoke Tours 
0181 747 8315 
0161 ^2 1441 


City Breaks 


Eggs Florentine; 


THE INDEPENDENT 

NOMSpaper PutalsNng pie 
regiBis Ihat athou^ awery 
re a aoiWSe precaution b talien. 
no respenaMty can ba 
accepted lor ilghis amVbr 
accommodalion oflaed 

thraugh ttiosa edunna, or ary 
kaa ariaing thewtram. R oa d et B 
are advised to take Bl 
necessary preeauliens batare 
enteiaip MO Pmel 
aRangemams. 


Cyprus 


VILLAS wm POOLS, videge 
liouaea in unspoUod vobb. Phis 
has, By ili l vmi . eacorted uuia. 
SUNVIL 01B1 M7 474B AITO 
ATOLBOB 

LUIASSOL: 8<bsd. IM. tadng S‘ 
hoMB on baadi henL Otsm 
8t4B41 


Special Interest 


StWl GROUP TOURS 


VKtortAFdto. 
Great Zlrnbabwe. 

Mans Pooia, 
Table Mountola 

Kwazulu 




City Breaks 


MAJORCA 

£199 

BARCELONA £229 

MADRID 

£199 

LISBON 

£259 

ROME 

£299 


£2391 


UKHffU V44iiis£lSf 
BUM Vllnis £15 
l]SBON9/IIV4 3iib£lt9 
NADm V44nB £9S 
HMAfiA 444nis£l<9 
PAIMA 9^}nls£li9 
MW llMJiiis£ir9 


COSTA DEL SOL 


£229 


CMBMBJt SMSiBs £95 
TUBUU W44nu£l39 


01^976 5600i 


>4IIo 

THE ASSOCIATION 
OF INDEPENDENT 
TOUR OPERATORS 


For a unique 
range of veal holidays 
that are fully-bonded, 
flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AITO! 

t or n FREE copy of rhe 
AITO Directory listing all member 
companies, p/ease tciophone 

0181 607 9080 


Azores 


SUNVIL Discovery tim Azoias. 
HMbs^ nest lladHa ongi (D Mi 
aiunnliig orcMpelaga. While 
amchliig. OISI 547 4748 Aao 
ATOLBOB 


Balearics 


VIHTAOe SPAIN: MeHercan S 
ManercM twinlMiMi with poali 
In unapoBI Breaa, neir CbBM. 
01954 261 431. AITO RTOL 3797 


fkrEast 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY ThWIand. 
VMnam HgMy BoWBe toure Old 
ftyiBbaa lor fcicBiilAi^ 0181 547 
4745 AITO ATOLBN 


Caribbean 


AAAH CUSAI butapandant Dntel. 
MBctBiM oolaur brochure. W: 
0181 681 1512ATOL 9428 


Eastern Europe 


PRAGUE. VIENNA, BUDAPEST* 
StomMa. Cantial pensions, 
tmeia&wito. Caehan (BiTOQ 


South America 


SUNm. nSCOVERZ Rica, 

OualBfflala. Ecuador CbM 

Bdd«i. Hgtdf BadblB MhMud 
Icure & SydilMa. thingla ledges, 
nature rassnae. 0151 847 4745 
AITO ATOLBOB 


C/TALW'srfiuy 

CffermgyouaU 
lhatisbestsH 
riXLY far over 
TOyears, 

FerMomqmrlSSS 

MtmarQjftmOiBiadmn 

imm 

01235 824354 

CUedia 


SIMPLY 

iiscaiiv 

'■Yfni^na 


l>a<SMd Camay igi 
^mmm u ai h p uu C^i e a it tg 
McMii tofeb oiitfilBdfa 

iGneid 7kreSw*«W MbBv 

MpraicA VladBcairiZrew 

0181 995 9323 

(wtuiwa *irn 


TUSCANY / UMBRIA - qiMBty 
aaiaeilon ol priwtta vlflBi E apta, 
MMpInp SEE. ftr 1 BM brechuaL. 
Ceugat te Oa iBee. 01622 - 
720791 .ABIOTbondsA 


AmMAPeaBino 5 Capn. nreiuMd 
privata vflba 5 apis. Far i9S8 
breebim Crewgea to CaMw 
01522 .720751 -ABTOT bonded. 

TUSCANY/SICILV SatoCI prapar- 
daa In excaUanl lecMIonB, poela 
atb Col Brcetwie 01559 431 120 
AEhAVTm 

A TASTE OF TUSCANY VUaa; eoi - 1 
tagw told sparenante. For 
brechurea cW TMor medo Tbwa ' 
on 01B1 2B1 1480 

VENICE: VENETIAN AMRT- ' 
MBNTS hre a range at p ilwM 
apts to M. Aka norenea, Rome, 
tkrone, VMeia. Tal: OiSl' 878 
1190. ta 0161 878 0882. 

LAKE GARDA A MaQOlnm ipm & 
tKMs,aiae6Blea.LainsAMaun- 
kfen 01328 B44405. AITO 
Stony whh SUNWORLO maana 

GuKure, scanaiy, grenl lood 5 
«4na. Idea holel^ 7 nIgM peek, 
ages bom £309, Mdsinini £48 « 
Satuiday (tay fliohn from 
OeiwIelL Can 0870 606 1975 ar 
see your trevel aoenL Sumoild. 
ABTAV34eX«rQU3B 



SIMPLY 




toBRaf^dOBMdk 

0L81 995 9323 




SUNVIL DISCOVBm RadUa flyw 
drivee North n South. Chmeier 
SB Peuaadea, Manur Hniiaen 
Phn Asoras, UaMn.inB1 047 
4M8MTO ATOLBOB 
vnOAOB. PORTUGAL,- COUrthY 
taeusee ivHb peels in unapM 
Nertfi, Mlnbe end Poure OIWA 
S61431 AITO AT0L27B7 ABTA 



A&ica 


TUSCA.W 
T 017 1 272 7469 

i- i) 1 ■ 1 ! s t 


\ / af tt n.C ItdjM 

'OkLCmbiBklaSljBl' 

-tiiiiSliliEhjiuA 






ftl6l 7078794 







TAILORMADE 

SAFARIS 

ZIMBABWE. BOTSWANA, 
NAMIBIA, ZAMBIA. KENYA. 
TANZANIA & 

S. AFRICA. 


Luxurious remote lodges. 
Walking, canoeing, riding and 
vehicle safaris with the very best 
guides. Superb wildlife. 
Adventure with comfort. Call us 
to create your ideal safari. 
Tef:(01604) 628979 Fax: 839879 
66 Palmerston Rd, Northampton, NN1 SEX 


CAPgmwM nrejwhi Mify ^ 
let In Co n a k i iik IW 01279 
902091 

LUXURY saB^lrlva or guided 
Salerla In our unique red Latwl 
Rowar hi Botakame NandblAZIni. 
hkiiw end South Ablea. AMea 
EretonrM: 01910878742. 


Cktrsica 





mi 



I'liNci ;m I \imi>2_i in 



li-l; lifl 4''.' 4:4.' 
I-u\; (ti'i 4'Li 44S,>. 



SIMP LV 


orsica 




~i *"11 tiiiiiriwitiHirfllij ...jj. 

U»ilm. VSaiwiA pco^uaaJe 

0181 995 9323 

tfavnn ffliLina mid 



0171-385 S43S 


ewwMjOWSAPP pool. Sea wia». 
beadi, raid hek. 01 6H 638880 

CORSICAN PUCES. wTm 

daUse In Corsica. Lewiiy auiw 
Mm pools, conagaa by the so. 

mBOSa news, vwy MQndfw Bfih 
aand aarvkie. atol 2547. Afm. 
-M 01424 46004W 460038. 


OSRMAIIV- Oaoy Ira coat flighk 
told bold BceomnodHlan AH 
OBlu cr^ cards. Ptaasa'cdl 
Gerenn Travel Centre 0i8i ago 

seob ASIA ATOL 2977 UffiL 
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Chocols^ 

wins p^' 

approv: 


Behind the series: The Royal Ballet iieribimlng SleBptng Beauty at liie Royal Opera House Photograph: Laurie Lewis 


NO ONE in the arts wrald 
could quite believe it. And yet 
no one could rdCiain from re- 
peating the gossip. TTie new 
artistic director of the Royi^ 
Opera House is to be Sir 
Richard Eyre, the man ap- 
pointed by the Govetnment to 

conduct an independent re- 
view of the sorry mess in what 

was once the jewel in the 
British arts crown. 

. Surely it could not be true? 

Sir Richard is the man who is 
due to report soon on the fu- 
ture of opera and baUet m 
London- Coold the result be 
a one-man employment cre- 
ation scheme -a prop^ of 
unique self-indulgence. 


Paul Vallely nsports on rumours 
syvirling at the troubled ROH 


An yfnmg — 

yesterday in the world 

of the metropolitan arts at the 

end of a week which, even ^ 
the esaggerated sianda^ of 

the ROH, was extraordinaiy. 

Covent Garden bad loa yet 

another chief esecutive. Ms^ 

Allen had, after only inon^ 
in the job, gone the way (rfher 

predecessor Genista 

tosh, who lasted an even short- 
er time. In the past 12 months 
the ROH has.sacked maiqr ot 
its most senior 
chairman and board repl^ 

and been roun^ chastise^ 

a parliamentary seletf co^ 
mittec which strongly enn- 
cised Ms Allen ove^e 

niaimerofhermovetoOov^ 

Garden from her poa as^ 
retaty-general of the ^ 
Coimcfl, which 

opera house. -me then^ 

Oroncil chainnaa 

Gowrie,whena*^«JJ^ 
had not blocked Ac mw 
.n^sterioiisly told Ae select 


rraiimiWPiti that Tift tMtri ‘‘hQnd- 

ed too dose^ with the 46 - 
yw-old brunette. 

Hie ROH was yesterday 
tadtdm about the nanouis 
that % Richard was to take 
ovOT. ‘That’s sometfaii^ heU 
have to .conader vriien the 
post is advertised if be feels 
that is a p propriate," a qxdEes- 
womansaid. 

the Pqiartment of Cul- 
ture^ Me^ and Sport was no 
more -fbrthcomhig. Tt’s not 
^ftBriftrtrfng we*-d been involved 

with,” S8id Us qiolteswoman, 
*‘aBd it’s not something we’d 


ness sense the dUeuante 
opera dique. It was he '^lo 
chose Gei^ Robinstm, the 
millioDaire rfiBirman of the 
Gwwx*** group, and a strong 
siqipdrter of new L^xnir, to 
r^tece Lord Gowiie as chairs 
man of fhc' luddeiless Arts 
Council wlddi had so 900- 
tacnlarty failed to control the 
ggte which one commentator 
diqiara^ng^ diristened die 
Covest O^en cr^ gang. 

. The arts esiablidnnent is 
aTamnftrfftnnn^ lyMrRoMn- 

son, whom it has vaiiou^ 
dubbed a "slashi^Abuni 


VThe man appoimsrf to review opera 
land ball^ In London is tipped to be 
■Covent Garden's new artistic director 


.be commenting on.” And at 
the Arts CoDsdl the response 

was: “it sounds like 

loour... or wishful thinkia^" 
Yet it is hard to bdieve diat 
Chris Smith, AeSecretaiyof 
State for Culture, Media md 
Spoft would not involve him- 
self in such a decision. It was 

he who anoonnoed Ae re- 
view of Ac capital's opera 
pfovisioh without even con- 
sulting Ae Arts County 

. It was be uhb chose Sr Col- 
in Southgate — the top man at 
EMI - to take over at Covent 
Garden to khodc some buri- 


mezdiant” arid “a Aark in a 
Vil Doomcan puQovei". Al- 
reaefy Mr Robinsoo, who has 
announced lus intenlibn of 
working just one daya week, 
hasjnstitDted sooe Gxanada- 
style ref orm s, shrinking ^ 
mrmrii fr(nn 23 mcmbeis to 
just 10 . More recently, he ait 
nouneed that Ae nation's 


be put onfoEBd-ietm conixacis 

instead of being frmded fah^ 
ttiTtnmafieally year .after ytOT. 
It is in a conteA that 

Ae runnars about ^ RiAanl 
receive th^. credence. Whra 


Ms Allen was sacked fnun 
her £100,000-8 year-job, her 
new chaiimao told her he 
wanted not an aris adminis- 
tiatoc but an old-s^ artistic 
(firedor. Names that have been 
canvassed Brian M& 

lobster, director of the Edin- 
bni;^ Festival; Sir Simon 
Rattle, fbemer diief conductor 
oftheKrmingham Symphony 
Ordiestra; Peter Jonas of 
Bavarian State Opera; Gendd 
Mortier of Ae Salzburg Festi- 
val Maik Elder, former music 
director at &i^iA National 
Opera; and AnAony 'Whit- 
woxA-Jones, the accountant 
vhb was untfl receotiy duector 
of the Cayadebootne Festival 
Soundiogs have apparently al- 
rea^ been takBaamong them. 

But imA no one has 
tbou^ of ifaefocDier Arecttu 

Ae Natimal Theatre, Sir 
Rkhaid Eyre. EEs rqiort on 
..Aefhtore of opera ballet 
in Lmdon is doe at Ae be- 
ginning of May and it is 
thougiht IDoely to leoonubend 
Ae privatisatfon of Ae Jloyal 
Op^ House wiA tile Rr^ 
B^et continuiiig to be fund- 
ed by the taxip^w. 

% Rkbard could not be 
' contacted yesterday but it is 
worth recfdliag what he once 
said abou t the top job at the 
National T.miss Ae peopte 
there, bat I can’t ssy I mis Aot 
rfi ght tightening of thO muS- 
des around the he^ every 
meaning u I approached 119 
office, Ereicy ^ Aere was a 
crisis” It tum^ be said, his 
hair grey. But in Ae modem 
wbiM of opera it is, it seems. 
.. the unplansiblewhidi invari- 
ablyoccuis.' 


onight /4;00am 
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Win 



rights at work 


Bjr Barrie Ckm^ 

.LabotrEditor . . 


Right note Helen Thorp of the Royal Academy of Muk with some of the violins the Academy b exhibiting to col ob rate. 400 years of violiiwnaldiig in 
Britain. The one she is holding belongs to Lord Menuhin and was made in !7Z2 by John Barrett The show opens on Tuesdiqr Photopaph: John Vsos 


DESPITE a five-year ]o< 

gai. battle by Nadonal Fowez:^ 
Britain's easual wo^eis were 
yetf erd^ granted emfrioyiiient 
. rights on a par widi pennanent 

employees. 

lb a highly significaTit test 
case, the Coim of Appeal de- 
cided that two part-time staff 
who worked for the compaxiy 
were entitled to a coiUract of 
empldymenL 

The decision against Na- 
tional Power, whose chief ex- 
ecutive, Keith Henry, is among 
those ntility directors de^ 
noonced as ‘^t cats”, means 
that thousands of casual em- 
ployees working in a range of 
industries are now elig^le for 
holidaor andsidc pi^.and statn- 
toty maternity leave. Th^will 
also have the r^t to daita un- 
fair dismissBl if th^ are sacked 
without reason. 

Mr Henry’s oon^any had 
won the case at an inAttbiri tri- 
bunal and an employiueat ap- 
-peals tribunal and registered its 
intention to seek leave to appeal 


COMPUTERS 


mOE SIMPLE! 


to tho Hbd% of Lords. The 

compai^s latest ammal r^Knt 
sho^ that Mr Henry was paid 
d^2^q00ay6ar. 

The two staff concerned - 
Hesfhei' Canoidiael,' 35 and 
Janet Leese, 36 - worked p 

guides at Blyth power station in 

Nft rthntniywiatid- After being 
roftised oontracts of et^loy- 
xnent and with the backmg of 
the OMB general nnioi^ they- 
. took their case to an industrial 

tribunal and ttien an a{^>eaJs tri- 
bunal, both of vriiich decided 
that they did not wodc for the 
compaiQ' direct^. 

Yesterday, however, the 
Court of Appeal overruled 
those findings and ordered a 
fterii industrial irihunal hearing 
to ^ doWn their terms of em- 
ployment so that the woikexs 
can be covered by the EmpU^ 
Dienl Protection Act. 

. Amfy Freer, of the GMB^ 
le^ department, said the 
judges had found that itwas not 
a "ctmuieidal lealiiy” for the 
company to claim the women 
.were not employed because it 
had advertised ^job, given in- 
terviews and training and then 
offered thjem the wqric. 

MrReersaiditwbold be lel- . 
a^v^ ample ftff any 'casual 
wod^who had a written job 
offer to establish the same 
n^ifeas (firectfy enqdGyed staff 
al'ihOi^ U woold be more dif- 
ficult Withan oral agreement. 

> women, showed 

power stations 
the number 
^worked AUbough 


th^ had never been offer^ a 
contract of employment, they 
paid taxand national msoiancc 
and were provided vdtb a uni- 
form and the use of company 

vehides. . . . 

I/)rd Justice \ferd said the 

oompan/s offer of work and 
women's acceptance amoimum 
to a “oontiactiial relationship . 

Lord Justice dadwidc said the 
use of words “on a casual ba- 
as" in the company’s lettem did 
not negate the women's rights. 
Lotd Justice Kennedy, dissent- 
ing from the decision, agreed 
with Nadonal Power that no 
contract bad been made. 

John Edmonds, general sec- 

retaxy of the GMBi, said that he 
was perplexed by Mr Henry’s 
keenness to deprive the two 
women of a oontiact of ein- 
plqymenL “This is the man 
who was paid £120,000 ‘distur- 
bance' allowanoe for moving 30 
miles to be nearer National 
Power's headquaiteis. All the^ 
two women want are basic 
rights. 'VVb've had three hearings 
on. this issue and now be wants 
to go to the House of Lords over 
it What is he on?” be said. 

A sptAesman for National 
Fdwer said the company was 
surprised .by yesterday’s judg- 
ment and believed it bad a "ro- 
bust” case. 

Ms Leese, of Blytlu said 
^ was foriUed with the deci- 
sion by the Court of Appeal, 
“not just for us, but for other 
people, the majority of them 
women, who find themseNes in 
a siniilar position to us”. 
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ALL 60 NATIONWIDE STORES OPEN MON - SAT 'TIL 8pm* SUN 11 'TIL 5pm 

Sun lO 'til f^piri. Bolfovt Sun 1 *TiJ iSpni. *^onn* siorut* op<*ii 'lil Sulurclay, pl<>a*;o cHccl< loccilly for cJofuil:*. 


THE q)ecimeas were antique 
but there was no sign of Hugh 
Sculh' wtutiog to pounce on a 
Ibbmg6 egg or enthuse over a 
fine example of ^feoetian glass. 
Instead, they delved into carri- 
erb^andsboebonesandpro- 
duced pieces of dus^ rock and 
bones for the averts to look at. 

This was* the Fossil Road- 
show and hundreds of amateur 
aictaaeolQgjsts fiocfced to Lon- 
don’s Natural Hrstoiy Museum 
to (fiseover the origin of their 
finds. 

Christopher h^Ubank, 35, 
from Kent, was almost collaps- 
ing under the wei^t of a jaw 
bone that he was hoping to 
cover was part of a woolly 
mammoth. "It is a passionate 
hobby of mine and I reckon this 
jaw goes back to about 
laoOOBC;” he said. 

Sadly for -Mr Mill hank, jt 
turned Out to be the remains of 
an Indian elephant which was 
only a few hundred years old. 
“I am a Ut disappomted.” he 

said bia^. “But 1 also brought 

a tooth embedded in a jaw and 
that really is from a woolly 
manxmotlL It’s about 40.000 
yeara old and I found it in 

Whiisiable so I am veiy pleased 
about that.” 

The roadshow was being 
filmed yesterday and today as 
part of BBCZ’s “evolution 
weekend” and there was no 
stort^ rf people eager to 

show off their discoveries. 

_JWlliam ^wlands, from 
Weymouth, had brought hu 
sj'wtye^Krfd grandson Marfo 
D Agostino to London for the 
with their dinosaur foo ® 
pnnis and Mario's colleafon of 

ammonites. “I think it's a^n 
derfiil hobby and ifsgreai^; 


Mario is so interested. He wants 
to be an archaeolo gist and we 

fck aruM hvm 


s/v oil cUlU wc 

decided to give hiin the day off 
school so he could bring his col- 
lection.” Mr Rowlands said. 


0MA\JiUA 0LA IJq WUUIU m y U 

lection,” Mr Rowlands *a«d 
Unfbrtunateb^, Mario was so 
excited he was sick on the bus 
but be recovered sufSciently to 
lay out his collection and to ask 
searching questions about its 
origin. 

Meanwhile, Andy Cuziant, 
curator of Ice Age mammals, 
was deligjited to have fom^d the 
jaw of an andent aurochs (an- 
cestor to tbe cow). “This is fab- 
ulous. 1 did not e^}ect to see 
something like fliis,” he said- Tt 
is about 8£K}0 years old and in 
veiy good condition.” 

Its owner, David Rayner, vios 

delighted. “I’ve got the whole 
skeleton at home which I found 
in Kent," he said. He was plan- 
ning to return today with a 50- 
millioD-year-old crocodile head 
which he had found along the 
same streicb of coastlincT 
*^^^Snow,thepresenterof 
me programme, was delighted 
wth the response to the road- 
Jow. “ftopie have brought 

which they just foun^ 

their gardens or in quarries 
^ th^ just want to know what 
It BMd how old it is. It is part 
of a fas^tion with human Ufe 
Md It IS wonderful to sec so 

many here," he said. 

travel ftooi all 

k to leam the 

truth about a bit of rock. And 

^nsmgfy for 

graup of enthusiasts there w^ 

not an anorak in sighL 

take 

to the Natural 
hpm lod^. 77ie/hssi/«twd. 

win be on BBO at fi 
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Are they mad? Or are they simply politicians? 


Jeremy Laurance 
at the British 
Psychological 
Society conference 
reports on how 
Labour members 
are feeling the 
strain of power 

NEW Mft elected last are 

an unhai^ boncfa shoning 
higb levels of stress \viucfa may 
da maf e their cap a rityfrt rift thi» 
job. New Labour has brought 
newmiseiy to those cn the Gov^ 
ennncDt benches who are more 
worried, anxious gTiri depressed 
than opposition MFls. 

A surv^ psychologists 
from Mandiester Uidveratv 
showed that the p^chologic^ 
health <rf fiist time MPs after the 
election was woise overall than 
that of a matdied group of can- 
didates before the election. 
The new MPs, who were stud- 
ied lasr July, were more likely 
to be sufieriog from low self-es- 
teem, fatigue and Qlness. 

Ashl^ Wsinbeig told the 
British Fqrcbological Society's 
annual conference in Br^hton 
that the job of MP ought to 
carry a Government health 



Hoc seaib As a Labour HP e lecte d in Maij^ Stephen Twigg mqr be findh^ life stressful - something senior coDeagues sudi as Glenda Jackson, Toiqf Blair, Ben Bradshaw and Gordon Brown discovered long ago 


wanung. He said: “It is not be- 
caose we feel sorry for «>»*«- It 
is because MPs ace the most im- 
poxtant dedami-inakersmtfae 
couoiiy. It would be dmng the 
public an injustice if we do not 
give them the resonrees or 
ensure ib^ are in the bea. 
p^cfaological health to do the 
job." 


Mr Wbinbeig said that the 

T Jihn iif 1anricl?ri«« meant iw*fiy 

c andidate s who never e iperted 
to wm Ibund themselves with a 
job tbqr did not know how to 
do. 

Over half eomplanied there 
was no indiidion and some did 
itttt even know their w^ round 
the Go uiin o u s.“Thq were told 


here’s a desk, here's a phone, 
get on with rt*’ 

The enpbona of winnmg 
may have been followed by 
anti-climax for many eaudi- 
dales. Some complained of a 
lack of sleep and said they 
found it difScuIl to switch 
and 40 percent prMested at the 
lade of zesotffocs. “Uodorditedly 


Ume were mdmdualswhnsc ec- 
pcctations had been dashed," 
Mr Weinberg said. 

The biggest pressure on new 
MPi was being thnua into the 
spotlight, having to juggle con- 
stituent and Commons work, 
and having to with sepa- 
ration from home and famih-. 

The smvcv showed women 


Vitamin pills fail middle class children 


MIDDLB-CL/^S lareots who 
gjve their dtildren vitamin sup- 
plements in the hope of boost- 
ing their iniefl^oce are wasting 
their time and money. Pqr- 
cbologists s^ that the supple- 
ments. which were bought by 
the boxful lOyeais ago uAieo re- 
ports appeared soggesdog tiiqf 
could increase IQ, are only ef- 
fective in children on poor efi- 
ets, writes jeren^ Lannoee. 

Dr Da^ Benttm,pf the de- 
partment of p^hoiogy at 
Swansea Univeisity, who con- 
ducted the origjn^ study |Kri>- 
lisbed in the Lancet, told the 
Britisfa ftychoJogical Sodety 
canferenceibat he was astoo- - 
idted the icadkm itjxovoked 


afro* it was publidsed on the 
BBC programme QPn 
QED p rogr am me succeeded in 
emp^ing the shelves of trita- 
mms." he said. “Lorry loads 
were coming in from the coo- 
tmeot to repleni^ than, gjnng 
die world ^e iinftytimart,* im- 
pression that British chfldren 
were malnourished." 

l&smdybadsbowntbatgjv- 
ing a siqjpteiarat of 1 8 vitanuDS 
and mmerals to diildren ^ed 
12 to 13 over ei^t months 
boosted their non-verbal intel- 
ligence - the capad^ for abr 
stiact^ceasomng and prohlexn 
sQi^[]^.f^.nhie IQ points. In 
hm^igChSFSindies^dx showed 
a b aH or 


some diildren. Qoser analysis 
showed the suf^riements only 
helpedcfaOdrenwhh blood lev- 
els of vitamins below 70 per cent 
of recommended daily al- 
krwaocK (RDA). 

“Most chUdren in Britam me 
well nouridied and don't need 
vitanun supplements ... There 
are a mmoti^ of dtildrai tdiose 
diet Is poex^ enough to benefit 
from these supplements." 

Dr Benton said there were 
good biological reasons why 
improved nutrition should 
bo^ non-veibal IQ, whidi is 
assodated with larger brain 
sns. As nutrition has improved 
overtbe Iast'50 years, it hifi been 
reSected in increased he^t. 


Tar^r brain size and risng IQ. 

. fri a sqiaxate p^ier, Ridiaid 
Lynn, Emeritns Professor of 
ftydudpgy at Ulster Univeaaiy, 
told the coa fe rcDce intelligence 
had been rising by three IQ 
points a decade since the Thir- 
ties. “Improved diet is far and 
away the most important betor. 
We know bram fize is a deter- 
minant of inleUig^ce and h has 
increased in thd 1^ 60 years be- 
cause of improved nutrfrkm." 

However, he said overaD 
genetic mtelligence had been 
tiedtnmg because people low- 
er down the socuU scale tend- 
ed to have larger families while 
professiona] people had smaU- 
er ones. “The genetic compo- 
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DENT INDEPENDENT 

ON SUNDAY 


One day national conference to consider up to date research into the impact of student fees 
and loans on student ctoices in higher and ferther educ^n. A conference for university 
vicechancelfors and senior management, cpliege principals and chief executives, admissions 
deans, entrance administrators, student services providers, college marketing officers and 
head teachers to examine options for action m response to the new funding structure. 


SPEAKERS INCLUDE; 

Minister of State, Department fer Education and Employment 
Editor, The Independent and The independent on Sunday 
Director of FE Devebpment, Association of Col/eges 
VfceCfiarrceifor, tAiwersityofV^^ 

Corporate Aff^rs Adanageo Cooperative Sank 
Cf^ Executive, UCAS - 

Executive Committee of V^eChance/iors and FYrndpais 
Heaftteachsr, ^sbrooke High School 
Maha^ Consult^ iCL 


mess Blackstone, 
Rosie Boycott, 
Dr John Brennan, 
Seofh^y Copland, 
Bill Eyres, 
Tony Higgins, 
Diana Warwick, 
Carole Whitty, 
Chris Yapp, 


CONFERENCE FEES, 


Full Rate 
Reduced Rate 
Supported Rate 


Total: £293.75 
Total; £217:37 
Total: £141.00 


For more 


information, please contact 


Neil Stewart Associates 


11 Dartmouth Street 
London SWIH 9BL 


tei 0171-2221280 
fax 0171-2221278 


Nine 
years for 
police 
scam 


A FORMER police officer who 
disbouesUy obtained reward 
moD^ for the return of a stolen 
Henry Moore sculpture and 
set up bribery deals to sabotage 
two poL'ce investigations wus 
jailed for nine years at the Old 
Bailey yesterdw. 

Martin King. 51, had in- 
tended to use an officer for fu- 
ture scams “to their mutual 
benefit”. But the officer. De- 
tective Chief lo^peciix Peter El- 
cock, reported his approach to 
superior officers. 

David Jeremy, for the pros- 
ecution, told the court that Det 
Ch Insp Elcock, who is in the 
Metropotitan Police, then posed 
as a crooked officer wiliuig to 
go along with the corruption, 
while taping the meetings. 

King, who served in the 
Metropolitan police from 1967 
and 1971 with an “exemplary 
record”, was arrested. 

He admitted two charges of 
conspiring to pervert the course 
of justice and three charges of 
corruption. 

During his dealings with 
Det Qi Elcodt, King told 
him be knew a man who bad the 
Henry Moore statue - a bronze 
of a seated woman which was 
Stolen fiom a galleiy in Londixi 
oil996-oawhichB£]Q,000re- 
ward was being offered, Mr Je- 
remy told the court 

He then orraiiged to be reg- 
istered as a police informer 
under a false name to explain 
bow be and Elcock came (o 
hove the stanie so the reward 
money couJd be obtained. He 
and Elcock went to Scotland 
Yard to collect the £1 OJXK) and 
later received a further £3,000 
from the police informets' fiuxL 

But £10,000 went straight 
back to the sellers while £2JXn 
went to Mr Elcock and was re- 
turned - leaving King with 
£1,000, the court was told 

King atep acted as a go-be- 
tween in bids to sabotage two 
other investigations. 


MPs. who were Uke^ to have 
heavier home cornmitmenm. 
sufTcred more. asdU those for 
both sc!ccs aged 40*50. 

“If you arc in your fortius hui 
want to achieve something 
srtoD, your expectations are 
high and lime is running out,” 
said Mr VAsinberg. 

MPs who live between SO 


and lUOmiks from Vtetminsier 
were coping better than those 
who lived duser or further 
au.iy. Lo'ing closer meant 
gruaier invoKcmcnl with the 
ciinsiituency while living iiiitber 
away meant longer traveUing 
time. For MPs who had held se- 
nior poatkuLS outside the Com- 
mons. starting a^in at the 


huliom of the bdder on the 
hack hendicscoukl he a source 
of additinnnl pressure. 

Mr Weadvrs cited a remark 
hyj.'tck Cunningham, the Min- 
ister for Agrieutiure. abimi 
decisions being made by MI^ in 
a state of "exhausted irra- 
lionulity". 

Leading article, page 20 


nenl for higher intelligence is 
being passed on to fewer cfaD- 
dren," he said This was reduc- 
ing intelligence by one-half to 
two-thirds of an IQ pomi in each 
generation. 

Professor Lynn was greeted 
by a handful of anti-Nazi pro- 
testers outside the conference 
who claimed bis wort; was racisL 
He said that althoui^ environ- 
mental improvetoents in intel- 
ligence had outweighed the 
genetic deterforation. as nutri- 
tion improved to optimum lev- 
els it was possible that the 
genetic effects would result in 
a fell in intelligence in the fu- 
ture. There was no sign, how- 
ever, that this had yet b^tm. 
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Yeltsin 


tells Duma 


to back his 


protege 


&)r Rupert Comweil 


AILING, erratic and utte^ 
unpredictable he may be. But 

Boris '^hian tins aynkm Sergei 
Kirienko, the 35-year-old po- 
ifU'cai neophyte he plucked 
&om obscuri^ on Monday will 
be his next Prime Minister. Let 
the Duma, the Russian pariia- 
ment, disobey him at its peril. 

An extiaonlinaiy week, even 

by Mr Yellsin's abiliO' 
from dolt to tsar in a matter of 
hours, ended yesterday with 
the Resident inqieriously na^ 
ing Mr Kiriyenko as his choice 
to head the successor govern- 
ment to the one he sacked in its 
endiety just four days earlier. 

“1 have already warned 
Kiriyenko there is no time to 
warm up,** Mr Yeltsin dedared 
in a radio address, sounding as 
stroDg as he looked feeble in his 
informal summit on Thursday 
with Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
of Germany and the French 
EYcsident, Jacques Chirac. Then 
he appeared on television, turn- 
ing his fire on the Duma with 
which he has quarrelled so of- 
ten in the past Let’s have no 
mtHgang atout the President 
warned, the beq>ectacled Mr 
Kirienko sittzog timidly, half- 

smiling, across the table. *1 will 
not let anyone get away with it 
it is useless even trying.” 

If the Duma (Sd not heed this 
uko;, he threatened, it would be 
dissolved, a year ahead of sched- 
ule and new electkKis held. But 


the aig ns were last night that it 
would compfy, as the chamber’s 
Communist speaker Gennady 
Seleznyov hinted that Mr 
Kiriyenko could be approved at 
the first time of asking, perii^ 
as soon as the end of next week. 

The reaction of Russian and 
international maritets was 
muted; a measure of hoiw, 
de^ite Mr Yelt^’s p;^tedi- 
nje s, both his policies, in so far 
as they east, and the country’s 
pro^jects, are deemed essen- 
tially the same as a week 
ago. 

Mr Kiriyenko, a protdgd of 
the former deputy Prime Min- 
ister, Boris Nemtsov, has a re- 
formist pedigree. But whether 
he will be any more successful 
than his ousted iffcdecessor, 
Viktor Chemomyidin, in deal- 
ing vath the country’s daunting 
economic problems lemains to 
be seen. Ctae bopefiil develop- 
ment was passage of 
Yeltsin’s 1998 budget, de^ed 
to produce growdi of at least 2 
per ceiu, and finally ending 
the downward spiral since mar- 
ket reforms b^an in 1992. 

But the mabi unanswered 
question concerns the 2000 
presidential election. Mr Cher- 
nomyrdin has almost certainty 
been taken out of contention. 
The rest is a mastery, above all 
whether Mr Yeltsin himself de- 
^ig health, actuarial diaits 
aiui the oonstitntum, has delib- 
etatdy sireagtbeiied his posrticni 
ahead of a bid for a thiM term. 



A potcarnansfanifiitg below a iwasrive scu lpt u re in Moscow^ The Wbricer and the ffanwOr^ which is sw at hed In the 
cioloun of the Russian flag to draw ettentiem to die poor condMon of old Soviet sculptimee PhotSQgnph : Rawers 


Boris’s change of venue is snow joke 


By Helen VSfomack 

in htoscow 


HELMUT KOHL and Jacques 
Chirac looked a little embarrassed at 
the chnmmy press ooofereoce witii 
Boris Yblt^ after Thursday’s meet- 
ing of the **5^ European Ihrika’’, a 
new political club for vdiidi Rus^ 
clearly has more need than Germaiiy 
or France. But the German chancel- 
lor and the French president wQl feel 
ewn more uncomfortable if their re- 
spective embassies pass on details of 
the row that blew up in the Urals city 
of Yekaierinbuigyesterdiqroace the 
honoured foreign guests were gone. 


Because at some past intema- 
tionat gatherii^ Mr Chirac had said 
in passing he would like to see Mr 
Yeltsin’s home town, Ydcatennbuxg 
wasdiosen weeksagoasthevenDC- 
for the infoimal meeting between the 
three leaders. But then, after Mr 
Ydtsm fen in with flu tins month, doc- 
tors advised him it would be better 
if the session of the ’’troflea” was 
moved to the "Bor" sanatorium 
outside Moscow. Onty yesterday, did 
it'become clear how mudi Yekater- 
inburg a deprived industrial dty, had 
lost by the last-minute change of 
plan. 

Yekaterinburg, formerty called 


Sverdlovsk, bad noMfi^cSkies for>»v;|deledtoprodiioe.inatriaDgularba^ 
hosting an iiiqx)rteat. irtfRmationaL^j*a^ewBDe dioccjiates, and 

meeting and so spient.hii&dredk of feleviaonyesterS^dunvedafectoiy 


tlKwisands of doUajs.k could ill af-. 
ford renovatii^ rooms and ofiflees for 
the guests and tlurir entourage. The 
pivenpor, Eduard Rossel, said be 
would gtye up his own for the 

Kremlin leader whfle Mr Kohl and 
Mr Chirac would have brand new 
suites specialty decorated for them. 

See^ a chance to be famous flar 
something other than being the 
place where Thar Nicholas n and his 
family were executed, the city went 
to town witii piepaiatioQS for a par- 
ty. The local chocolate factory le- 


wDiktf oybig^frer she found out 
Yeltrin,'K^ and Chirac 
would not be tasting the chocolates 
she bad made for them by band. 

That was onty the half of h. Most 
sboddng was televi^o foota^ of 
armies of Yekaterinburg school- 
duldzen, stndeiitS'ahd workers turn- 
ing over the dirty late spring snow 
with diovels so it looked vrinte 00 the 
roadsides that the poh'tidans were 
likety to pass. *Tbey have had us 
building a Potemkin viUagB,” com- 
(dained a woman at a demonstration 


wiiere(KOtestersweFestartii^toiie- 
member that in Yekaterinbuig, as in 
other cities, state-sector wages and 
pensions have uot been paid fxr 
months. "Down with Yehsm," they 
cried. "Down.i^ tus dd govern- 
ment, dovra with his new govern- 
ment, down with ary government he 
tries to fonnl” 

The woman who spoke of 
"Poteznkm villages" was refeiringlo 
an (dd Russian tradrtkm dating bade 
ro the time of Catherine the Great, 
whose lover, Grigory Potemldzi, buiU 
fecades along the routes she used to 
travel to make it appear tiiat provin- 
cial lUissia was prospering. ' 


Bundesbank taxes 
Italy and Belgium 
over huge debts 


By Imre Karaes 

in Bonn 


GERMANY is 5^ to ered new hui^ 
dies for the two woist-peifonniDg 
countries to the Ifoncb of U titeX are 

likety to be seketed fin- die next sta^ 

of European hfonetaiy Unioa. 
Re^Moding to a critical r^rt 

firom the Bundesbank, Theo Waijgd, 

the Fioanoe Miiiistef; suggested yes- 
terday- that Gennazy would make 
new prt^iosais at the oeze meeting 

of European finance ministeis, seek- 
log tamfing goarantees from Itaty and 
Belpum th^ wjQl reduce their 
debt nvninffling. 

The two countries came in for a 
severe txfong^fiom the rqjort tiuit 
Bundesbank president Hans 'Het- 
meyer submitted to the German gov- 
ernment yesterday. "Seiioiiscaaoem 
emsts in die case of Belgium and 
Itaty,” states the Bundesbanl^s con- 
vergence 

Efforts by .the Belgian and Italian 
govemmebts to cut theh "extremety 
hi^’’ debt burdens ate "insoffi- 
cimttr. There teinamed, according to 
the figrmaw central- bank, "grave 
doubts about the sustainability of the 
gOfvemmeDt^ financial poation". 

WhbQutmaiang a iy s peqficsdg- 
^stioas,MrTfetiii^ercalIed on the 
two countries to "undertake addi- 
tional, firm and substandve comi- 
mitniaal:^. Mr 'Ahigd added that die 
government badeed these demands. 


,nd would be spening them out in 

due course. 

A cabinet statement issued after 
the meeting with Mr pf 
edioed the “ ■ 


fo Itaty and Belgium remains un- 
satisfectoiy". ‘Tire federal epvm- 

soient shares the concern e^resseo 

by the European Commission, anfl 
tarticolarty the EMI [Euroi^ 

Monetary Institute, forerunner ot tne 
European Central Bank] as wU ^ 

die BunderiMok. Quick reduc^n [of 

dd}t] is needed in both oountrie& In- 
creased eflforts are required. 

Getmaizy is eiqiect^ to seek as- 
surances from the Italian goveroment 
that the oonveigence programme will 

not be disrupted by political turmofl 

in Rome. Gminaiy idealty would like 

die Ttaiian parliament to adopt a 
thie&year plan to reduce govern- 
ment debt, whidi stands above 120 
per cent of GDP. _ _ 

The central bants prescription KW 

Itaty will create tension between 

Rooie and Bexm, but it is a price worth 
paying jf it sflences Euro-sceptics in 

Germary.Thereportcertaintyrras- 
suced Edmund Stoiber, the Bavarian 
Prime Minister who has been among 

the fiercest critics of the euro. 

'This is exactly what I wanted to 

hear, and I believe that continued 
positive support [for EMU] would 
not have been possitrfe without such 
an evaluation," Mr Stoiber said. 


Wall falls in on East 
Berlin communists 


FOR THE secorid tinm in hist^, dK 
peojtehffich u ra ble d^rxK iruym i^ 
of East Beriki, writes laue Kidact. 
The feadexri^ of die of 1^^ 

mocraticSociriism was farced foiad^ - 
mit yesterdry it had "made a 
mistake" in, fnddng die "wtopg” 
canrfidate for drecentral ccmstiiiierKy' 
of Mitte-FrenriaDer Betg. ' 

The belated setf-odtidsm avert- 
ed a damaging da5di witb the rank- 
and-file, who had been due to 
challenge die dedsion toni^L Bu 
die word "wrong" does not come 
aiywfaere dose to eapressingthe un- 
suitability of Admiral Ebnar 
SchniaIing,aWfessi,fonner^,ahd 
fogrtive from busiiiess creditors. 

For a start, the adnural was the 
wrong kind of spy. In the eaity 
Eighties, be headed MAD, the TMsst 
Genoan milhaiy intel%m)ce agency, 
before being sadked because of an 
afiair. While he 'was with MAD, he 
was constantly outfoxed by his leg- 
endary opposite number in the Eas^ 
Markus Wolf, alias Karla. 

Admiral Schmaling is from 


Gefogoe has betrqied total ignorance 
ifoont the geogisqifay of the con- 
stituency he hoped to win in Sep- 
tembei’a'pailiainentaiy elections. 
The ^setdiii^ from the 

BratMlriforn^ Gate to Akxandeiplatz, 
ts-ooe rtf three the FDS holds and 
must retain in order to gain op to 30 
bonos seats in the Bundestag under 
Gennany^ cem^ese decteral rules. 

fri fairness to the admiral, he <hd 
at least have the ri^ kind of politics, 
indudBiig opposition to Nato and a 
track lecciid of left-wmg ocncectis, but 
he has yet to di^l^ compassion for 
the pcxir, eqiedalty the 200 creditots 
he rqiped. off to tlte tune of a nuDioa 
Gern^ marks. P£)S comrades were 
stunned vriien the achxiiral's creditors 
turned up on their doorstep in east 
Bedin demanding money, and laA 
week tii^ suffered the in(%nity of 
seeing their man stopped in the 
street, and having his money confis- 
cated by hailiffc - all in the gjare of 
televisira li^ts. Replacement can- 
didate Petra Pau is local and is not 
known to have arty dd>ts. 


Renewing your home 
insurance in 
April or May ? 


; If you are 50 
I or over, you 
i could save 
: viith Saga, 
i call us NOW 


You will know how 

expensive home insurance 
can be. TbankfiiUy. ifyou 
■le aged SO or over you can 
benefit from Saga Home 
Insurance, a superior 
bousdiold insurance that is 
Mity available to mature, 
resptmsible per^ile like you. 



Saga Home Insurance covers 
I a wide range of pro perti es 
; including Grade I a^ II 
I listed buildings and 
converted barns. 


Ins u rance cover is 
comprdiettsive and 
low cost 


FREE 24 hour 
domestic emergenqr 
and l^al hdi^nes 


FREE pen with 
your quotation 


Uw Si^ Price Promise 

Ifyoofiadanotiier 
comparable polky at a lower 
price within 2 months of 
taking out Saga Home 
Insurance, we will refund 
vou the difference. 


INSURANCE SERVICES 


.’UiwliWKiS’mkw.WtEKFUWaM 
MU t ril w t F iSio U i r Ct» LAZ 


Call as today 

For your free no 
obligation quote sirrtyly 
call us on the number 
below. Tb help us 
help you, please have 
all relevant details to 
hand when you call. 


0800 
414 525 


Quoting reference 

ID3804 
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Sigi iiuaraiee Services vvold like u Koii yoa infHnitiu about odwr Sigs 
ptodacb and xrrkn ad nay pass OB joer details (0 odier Saja 
con aai HB tw ihrs pnipow. 
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US Marines charged over 
death crash at Italian resort 


Fbur US Marines were diaiged with iie^igetit homicide and 
invohititaiy manriau^iter after fbeir miiitazy jet severed a gon- 
dola caUe at an Tfaiian ska resort and 20 people {dunged to 
their Hwathg. A statement from the Marine Cwps Atlantic 
Huees in Norfolk, Vcgiiiia said the four crewmen of the 
EAr6B Prowler bad been diaiged with derelictioD of doty, 
damage to miUtazy {iroperty and damage to private fmper- 
ty. The gondola, padked with skieis, cradled into the skqies 
after the Jet, ba^ in Aviano, sliced its cable 3 I^nuaiy in 
one of the deadliest training merdeats smee the end of the 
Gold Wu. 

— Mi Washa^tan 


Milosevic rejects peace plan 


Yugoslavia’s Piesideat Slobodan MHosevfe snubbed the top. 
US envoy to the BaOcans and foiled to aoo^ a Eurc^iean plao 
for talks to end the crisis m Kosovo. He dedined to set a meet- 
ing mth US rqiresentative Robert Gdbard, vriio met top MDo- 
sevic aides, on Thursday and warned tb^ th^ must move 
quiefcty to set talks with Kosovo’s Albanians to avert a new 
&ttnnwar. — M,B^vde 


No Finn is an islander 


Ffeland said it can rarity the EU*s Amsterdam 'Beaty even 
ifitis rejected Ity its autonornous Aland archqielapi, Aland 
has threatened to turn down the txetiy and there had been 
coace m tfaatthfecoold prevent Finland ftomsignn^ it Aland, 
popufoted by 25,000 SwBdtrii*^)ealKzs, has beeai aubmoiDous 
sinoe the IftZOs. — Reritefs^Heksiki 


Impotence pill goldmine 


The US approvedthe first pffl to treat impotence Pfizer Inc's 
Viagra becomes the first oon-euigical impotence treaimeiit 
that doesn’t have to be either injected or inserted <fiiecdy into 
the penis. Between 10 mOfion and 20 milliQn American mea 
suffer imp otence at some point, and an oral therapy has been 
so eagetty amieipated that anatysts estimate Viagra's sales could 
rearii SSOOm (£312m) by 2003. • Ali WashingtoR 


Tearful Virgin impounded 


A statue of the Virgin that reportedty cried blood 10 days ago 

has been impounded by the Catholic aiithorid« in S pain Pr. 
pens ^ to determine whether gains below the eyes nf the 
statue are evidence of a zniiade, or a hoax The decision to 
move the virgin firim the chnrdi in the village of Mura to the 
city of also reqioads to the Church’s desire for caution. 
The bishop’s office urged the fofthfiii to "follow the criteria 
of prudence." — 
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o*' East 
rt^umsts 


^ Mary Braid 

in Cape Town 

PRESTOENTBiU Clinton kept 
on smfling. But he must haw 
•#®?' squinning as President 
kelson Mandela, standing be- 
side him, told the worid ^th 

Africa would not be bullied into 

abandoning hs Iranian. Libyan 

and Oiban allies, enemies of the 

United Stales. 

Mr Mandela, 79, gnmdng 

stiff, bad to lean on Mr Clinton 
as th^ walked to the joint press 
confevence at ’Biyninm, his C^ie 
Town readence. But he needed 

no support from Mr Clinton 
when it came to foreig yt poiky. 
Cuba’s ndel Chstio and Iran^ 
fonner president Hashemi Raf- 
sazqani were among the ffzst 

he^ of stae invited to the new 
South Africa, said Mr Mandela, 
^ave also invited IMuammarJ 
Gaddafi ... because mmal au- 
thority cfictates that we stxxdd not 

abandon those who helped us in 
the dartest hour." 

Some say Mr Mandela’s 
great failing is blind loyalty. 
But yesterday he said Smith 
Afrit^a^io criticised him for 
it could “go jump in a pool”. It 
was dear be felt there was loan 
in the water for the Americans. 

If Mr Qinton was iooldng to 
smooth over policy differences, 
Mr Mandela, was woridng from 
a different scripL He praised hifr 


Clinton for having ibe “ifght in- 
stincts*’. Mr Ointai h*»A been 
R friend <ff South Africa befixse 
be became preadem and his 
visit was the “highwatennai]^ 
of the Mandela govennnent’s 
Srst term. But Mr Mandela <&- 
nu ssed tlie US’s new “trade not 
aid" Qtpuoadi to Africa and the 
related African Gnowih and 
Opportunity BSL Mr CSnton in- 
sists the Iq^slarion win increase 
African nations* access to the 
American ecmoiBy but South 
Africa believes the continent’s 
ecmomies win suffer in the pro- 
posed new trade rdatirash^ 
whb the rich US, and **«»* aid 
willbecuL 

Presidenl Qxnton’s pledge 
that a new era of equal part- 
nership was being started be- 
tween Africa and the US was 
tested by vriiat appeared like a 
lecture. Mr Mandda turned 
Mr Clinton’s admiration of the 
South African “fflitadc” to his 
advant^ The US, he said, 
could ^ down with its enemies 
- as the ANC had dome udtb the 
old apartheid leaders - and 
talk peace. “I have no doidit that 
the role of the United Slates as 
the world leader would be 
tremendousty enhanced," said 
Mr Mandela. 

Mr Clinton did not re^xmd 
to Mr Mandela’s lecture, in- 
ferring to praise him for the 
hu^ part he had played in the 
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fears grow 
for refugees 
in camp riots 


ancer 
I and ctif 


By Richard Lloyd Parry 

'■ • m Jakar ta .. 


TJjfy United Nations joined 
. : bbinan rights organisatKns in 
• • demancfing access to Malaysian 

detention canqjs yesterd^ af- 
, ter a battle between police and 

. , illegal immigrants from In- 
donesiaonThursdstywhidileft 
.J' , at least nine people dead. 

^ The UN High Cotranission- 

, ‘,‘ •7 er for Renees etqpressedcon- 
■^7 cc™ that some of the 
*" '7. Indoneaansfedng deportation 
might be political refugees flee- 
ing persecution. “Yesterday we 
*■"' sent a letter to the Mahysian au- 
thorities ejqnessing concetn 

aboutvriiatlmppenedinthede> 
tention centre and again point- 
ing out that UNHCR needed 
aqpess to those people," said a 
spt^esman in Geneva. 

Amnesty International is- 
sued a statement questioning 
the force used by the Malaysian 
police and urged an indepen- 
dent inquiry. “The deaths of 
eight lodoneaans in a repatri- 
ation operation in the ea^ 
hours of this morning raise se- 
rious questions about the 
process," it said. 

Eight Indonesians and one 
Malaysian poUceman were 
.yjf IdUed in a riot at the Semen^ 

detention camp, 25 miles outside 

the Malaysian capital Kuala 
Lumpur. About 100 internees 


escaped from gnrrrlier nearby 
camp, wliflc police used water- 
cannoD and tear gas on rioters 
at a tlurd deteotiem centre near 
the west coast port of Malacca. ' 

Tbr- lndnni»fMTM^ wierginggal 

inmugraoDts from Aceh, a Mus- ' 
fimjz^gkm on Somatra, utere 
separatist gnerxiDas are fighting 
fiOT indqModqire from Jakarta. 
Malaysian pofioe moved in at 
dawn to dqtort.die Adefanese^ 
who were c^rtured-in an . 
gresrive crackdown diiected 
against the gtovnng numbers of 
migrants wto have been cross- 
ing the stxaitstfividiDgiDdooe' 
aa from ^fahysia and Sngqiore. 

Since the collapse of the In- 
(lonesian currency last year, 
hundreds of thousands of In*! 
donesians have lost tiieir jobs die 
number is certain to CQotimie 
m g- The proqtect of waves of 
“boat people" from Indonesa 
is causing great alarm to its 
South-east Aaan neighbCKns. 

For years, the government 
tolerated the presence of illegal ; 
workers as they were needed to | 
build the tnaxiy ambitioas coo- | 
smictioD projects mauktng | 
Malaysia’s growing afflnenre 
But the country is now suffer- 
ing its own economic crisis. 
Many of the building pxegeets 
have been delayed or cancdled, 
and more than 17,000 ffl^alim- 
nugrants have been aoested 
since the b^mning of the year. 


Father defends boy 
in school massacre 


v-f 

THE DISTRAUGHT fether of 
one of the two boys accused of 

firing oo classmates outride thmr 

school in Jewesboro last Tuesdtty, 
Ariomsas^snid yesterday that he 

'*ias as perplexed as anyone 
about what happened and tto 

the bey was sorry, writes David 

Usfaonie in New Ibik. 

in interviews on two lelevi- 
sion networks, Scott 
defended 13-year^ld Mitchell. 
“My ^n is not a monster, ^ he 
said. Mr Johnson, a tony driver 
of Minnesota who is divorced 
fran the boy’s mother, offered 
condolences to the five vicums 
-Jbnr ^Is and a teacher from 
Wbslside Middle School. 
Mitchell Johnson and An- 

drew Golden, 11, were diar^ 

wit^urder on Wsdnesd^™- 
oetals of two of the girls; Pafec 
Ann Herring. 12, and Na^ 
Brooks, 11, were held ycslei^. 
Stniggling to ooniain ms 


emotions, Mr Johnson said, “i- 
don*t have any eqilaiiatioti for 
any of this- Nobo^ dbes.”'He' 
said be bad seen rmthu^in-the 
boy’s behaviour or state of 
mind that oould liave foretoki 
Tuesday’s events. 

Mr Johnson was drnring his 
lony in. Tiscas when he beanf- 
aboiit the shooting on ihe radio 
on Tuesc^r. He was onty re- 
united with his son at the hear- 
ing where the murder diaiges. 
were read to jtiie boys. Mr John- ' 
son was allowed .a few mo- 
ments to hug his son. “Ifs the 
most difficult thing iVe had to ' 
do," be said of that meeting. 
Saying that in those few mo- 
ments hGtdiell had shown re- 
morse, he added: *Tbe truth 
about my sohis that ny'son is 
not a monster". 

The funetals.of the reiriazn- 
ing three vietims are scfaednled- 
to be held tins weekend. , . 



inqnovements that the US 

riaims are nndeiwi^ in Africa. 

Mr k&ndeia^ life was one iff 
the “trely betdc stones of the 

20tiie cemmy”. 

Debate tile j^ain talk, the 
two priBidWftslaWT walked arm 
in ann arodnd Robben island, 
vHbere Mr Mandela ^pent most 
of his 27-year mareention. 

"Ibis is ny fonner home;" 
said Mr Mandda, dKWwng the 
tiny cell he ocenpied. “You know 
it was so at the tsne. 1 <100*1 
know My it’s so small now." 

Resideat Oinloo, more than 
half way tiuon^ the first tour 
of Africa by a US pierident, sad 
he thanifnH Qod Mt Mandda 

had survived and that his “heart ___ 

had not been lamed to stone”. Foreign aid: Presidant Cflnten lending President Mandela a hand yerterday on the steps at Tuynhuys, hb Cape Town residence 
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THERE WAS ONLY ONE FEATURE 
WE COULD POSSIBLY IMPROVE. 


S i \ 

V-P ^ \pd. monitor/ 


.200MHz’ Intel Pentium* processor 
with MMX™ technology 


Advanced Manageability 
features 



Lotus SmartSuite 
licence included 


2.5GB* S.M.A.R.T 
hard drive 


2MB* Integrated 
Graphics 


PC300GL 


There’s never been a better time to buy an IBM PC Because ri^t now, all 
this leading edge technology, reliability, securi^ and quality is yours at an 
unbeatable price. Stocks won\ last long so dozft miss out Call aity one of the 
following IBM Dealers and place your order today. 


Action 0880333333 
fmnae 09901 M 3 S 6 

Ben«u.nr 


SI 8 .SysteBinms 8 0890 66771 ^ 
fechBosmtie 0390 275 ill 


OTHER IBM 
PC 300GL MODELS 
. AVAILABLE. 

*nibm 200hiH^ tritet Psntnnt* 
processor wlOi MMX*^ technotogy to 
300MHz Pentium* tl processor 

* lOMBor 32MB sti^id memory can 
iipgiaidsd to 85MB 

«Gtmic8 of SJULAAT. haid drives 
£5G8t042GB 

rVyMcnte *95 (vVWndows NT 
«AB modals areWaks on LAN enabted 


Solutions fora small planet 


•Pto eta to mocW aaBSOUK frwdd lte<»n, PC OfW flwdi pwfcipailno cteateft «UBl reel price mw *wy tS" Moffcr shown bawd on nvxU GSL port numha 410^^ 
teas ad FWdim *» lirtiTwto Bto h a iiw»wk ol tal Corxetta Uxui and Lafes S»»nSiA8 as regWota tadoBwte rt UAa 

nw IM tndBRtai d <XhR PCs idenneed b thb adwttVewrta Sib wto Riveting wtaa 'MKz denotes tanw deck speed or tte 

^ ndtan byM vilwi to M Atw e^Mcty; axsesVe cap»y be Isn. *fiB Gigabyie (cno thouBand mBon byta whwi icfcmne to KvC onve eaoacRv; ssccssiblo eepoeiy iriv t» less 
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Swiss Holocaust deal 
puts pressure on UK 


Porsche Ibiinder dies 48 :i^are after his first model hit the roa 


ByLoube Jury 


PLANS from Swiss banks for a 
global settlement of claims by 
Holocaust suEvzv'ors put pres- 
sure on the Briddi gpvernmeiit 
yesterday to make similar resti- 
tution. 

The Swiss banks agreed on 
Thursday to negotiate the set- 
tlement after talks with Stuart 

Saenstat, the American Under- 
secretary of State, laagers who 
have launched multi-miUion 
doUar daims against the banks 
and with the World Jewish 
Congress. 

The meeting followed threats 
horn US states and cities to b^ 
oolt the hanles for Obstructing 
Holocaust survivors' eBbrts to 
cover asets placed in accounts in 
Switzerland before or during the 
Second WmM Mr Eizenstat 

bas suggested that all the plain- 
liEls whose money and other as- 
sets were held by Switzerland 
^louid receive a payment from 
a ''rou^-justioe fund**, though 
the cscact biltion-doUar figure is 
stili to be established 

The proposal was cautious- 



janner. Urging Whitehall 
to offer restitution to Jews 

ly welcomed and in Britain the 
Holocaust Educational Thist 
claimed it would set a preoedeiu 
which the British goveimnem 
should observe. 

The Government is due to 
publish next week a report into 
its war-time Trading with the 
Enemy Act which gave Britain 
control over money and assets 
deposited in its b anks by peo- 
ple living in Germany, Bulgar- 
ia, Romania and Hungary- 

Some of these people were 
Jews who placed timir >^uables 


in Britain because h was a safe 
haven, burtiimi found it diEBcult 

to redaim them .after the war. 
Some died in the concentration 
camps,iakmgaiyixoofofoiva- 
eiship with them and making it 
nnpossible for femili^ to daioL 
Lord Janner, cbainnanof the 
Holpeaust Educational 
has called on the G oy emiu ent 
to compensate those trim lost 
mcxiey invested in mtsh banks . 

in this way. He fears it will 
refuse. Soto officials believe 
that the question of assets was 

settled in end-of-war o^otia- 
tions, but Lord JamiCT believes 
the final agreements were un- 
fur hope the Goveninient 
wiD look at what’s h a p p en ed 


sanctions against the hanira 
And a Jewish leader in Israel, 
Avraham Bing,- dismigef>H the 
^(foal offer as a puUic relations 
^cy. “TTie only settlement we 
can laco^t is one that we can 
take to the surviroE^’’ he 


their minds before Britain runs 
mto a barrage of ignomray.” 

Hbwevex; there was some ev- 
idence yesterd^ that the set- 
tlement proposed in New Ybrk 
was unlikely to keep all sides 
happy. The Swiss Bankers’ As- 
sodation said it was concerned 
that the American local gov- 
ernment officials had not com- 
pletely lifted the threat of 


pains to pmnt out timt the throe 
.banks involved, Qedit Suisse^ the 
Union Bank of Switzerland and 
^ Swis Bank Corp, were act- 
- ing alone. It has set iqi its own 
procedure to invest^te the 
banks’ activities, the Vsldeer 
commission, and that would 
cootirue. Aocoontanis are study- 
ing bank accounts which have 
lain donnant ance the war. 

Alan HevesL the New 'Ybtk 
C3Qr finandal comptroller wlra 
led the talks, said the parties 
pants will meet again on 24 April 
and he expected a final deal 
conld be worked out within 90 
days of that sesaon. Mr Hevesi 
httds a panel representing 800 
finandal officers of state and 
anmidpal governments in the 
US whose potentird t™neial 
might had seriously alarmed 
the Swiss banks. 



c 




Ferdinand *FerTy* Porsdie, the founder of die'Gemnan sportscar marque, has died aged 88. He is piettred 
with his father, also Ferdinand, in 1950 with an early 356. Ferry Porsch^ bom in Austria, worked in his fatherk 
Stuttgart fectory, which produced the NazHnspired VW Beetle Photograph: Ar 


Whatever you need for your lawn. 


Bordering on 
frustration 


“These are just 
some of the 
products to 
help you keep 
your lawn 
looking good”. 


ANDREW FIFCHER 
Department Manager, 
Gardening 
B&Q EASTLEIGH 


B&Q's got it! 


Flymo Itirbo Compact 330 Hover Mower 

Collects and compacts more gross for less 
emptying and easy to manoeuvre. 1400 watts, 
with 4 cutting heights, 15m cable, integral 
blade brake, 

saf^ lock lk4^'J Wos£129.99 £»gs 

button and Ba3/Mil.99 

grassbox full 1 1 

indicator. ■ _l 

Bird Granulor Lawn Wood, Food Ir MosskHler 

Contains MCWK, Mecoprop-P and Ferrous Sulphate. 

Treats up to 100sq.m. Treats up to 2405q.m.~ 

B /RJ99 /dO.49 


Ltvfngton Mosskfl Extra Oraiuilar Mossldllei 
and Lawn Feed . 

Easy spreading, effective pren— — — ^ 

formulation that controls moss. MiJUl r ^ OQ 
Contains ferrous sulphate. laijUa^ V n* 
Treats up tol 00sq.m approx. 


ruBVN 

-nEiffi»LKir 


TUFFBRASS 



Levington Maxi Lawn Spreader 

1 81ns width easy application 
for lawn products. ^ 

Wheels mark lawn os - 
guldeto areo covered. ' 




.99 


Johnsons Grass Seed Lawn 
Revived Kit 

Provides all the necessary Ingredients 
to rapidly revive afired looking lawn, 
tndudes ryegrass seed plus- 
Phostrogen water 
solubfe.fertiliser. Was £5.99 
L 750g covers ^ M QA 

\ 20 9q.m/24 sq yds X 
I approx. 


J. Arthur Bower's Lawn Sand 
Controls moss tor a beautiful 
lawn. Contains ferrous sulphate. 
13.5kg trecits100sq.m/20 sq-Vds 
approx. I 


Johnsons lUftarass 
Gross Seed wnh Ryegrass 
Provides quick cover and 
gives good weed control. 
oOOg to sow approx 
10^.m/12sqYds. 


£2^ £13« 


runiqu^ 
central 
grassbox, 
30 litres 
spapadfy^ 


esialcast ' 

RE30 
BmMc 
Lawn Raker 
12fos raking 

wttith. IHHH 

“£6^i 


Powacbraakv 

ROD Adopter J02 


w«bH.iy 

£13® 


Wiikbtson Sword 
Oossfe Edging Sh^ 


SARIW 

Mwoyft how th» piotucflen 
on BCD gdoptar when 
urins godan pomr look. 


.. - x 

seosoii 

PRICE S ' ^ 


Flyino Micro Compact 
TO D a c hi c Hover ^ 
CeOeetMower 4 b 

ISna cutting 
wkim. 1250 watts, 

4 cutting heights 
ond 12m 
cable. 

Qufdcost 

Concerde ETO Deluxe 
Beetrfe Cylinder 
CoDectMower ^ 

lans cutting wktth. 

280 waits. 3 cutting 
hdghls^ rear ioller^^H| 
ona 12m coble. X|B 


Rymo hiibo Ue 330 
Efedrlc Hover Mower , 

Lfohlvretaht 6.51^, 1 
ISns cuffing M 

wkfth, 1150 watts. 

4 cutting heights, 
IntegnaTOde 
brake and 
15m cable. 


RNd ffw faM bMow you buy; (lie PeiHcidM SoWyi 


Guoleast Guadiraek 
Becfric Rotary 

^w^.wtth 
hardened ^ 

steel blade, ■ 

blade brake, 

Scuffing 

heights, 

30cm cut. 


£64^ 


Rymo Ife n turer 320 

Eleetrle Rotary MOV 

ISns cuffing vrk^ 1 
wc^ 3 cutmig 
ond l2mcal;TO. 


T 


wasn.n JBK 

£ 93 ® 


£ 72 ® 


Mounifield laser Omega 
42 Petrol Mowe r with . 
HMMta Engine . ^ 
NEW HOI^ ENGINE. ^ 
T6ins cutting width, 
hand propSled, ^B 
height adjustment 
and coHec^^Jhjl^B 


T he real symbol of the 
Middle East is not the 
palm tree or camel but 
the cfaedcpdnt. Some consist of 
a few arxnedmeQ and a jeep be- 
side the road. Others are znoro 
like medieval foriiesses. All of 
them make trayelling m the re- 
gioii a misery. I have come re-- 
cen^ to detest die AHenby. 
bri(%eaossing, wlncfa spans the 
Jordan on the road between 
Amnian and Jehssalem. 

A Fiandscaii with vriiom I 
spent hours trying to cross told 
me that before Israel captured 
the West Bank in 1967 he took 
an hour and a quarter to drive 
between the tw cities; now it 
takes SIX. I have used the Al- 
lenby twice in the past month, 
both times coming from Am- 
matt The first thne 1 just missed 
the bus (rtiich ferries you from 
the last JonlaniaD dieckpoint to 
the first Israeli posL I wdted for 
another. It came after an hour 
but the driver disappeared for 
a meaL On his return he point- 
ed out that there were only two 
passengers and waited another 
45 minutes for more to arrive. 

The second time, I just 
caught the bus. Ws crossed the 
Jordan. On the Israeli side the 
the second guard post seemed 
unmanned. RnaBywegot to the 
main chedqpoint complex. The 
man on the X-r^ marfiin^ be- 
came suspicious of my lap-top, 
whidi was taken away for ex- 
a m ination. Pas^it control was 
swifL But the onty quick way . 
back to Jerusalem is by Fales- 
tinian taxi and they seemed 
strangely absent. ‘nTheyaieall 
on strike,'’ said a policewoman. 
Israel had just r^sed the tariff 
th^ have to pay. The only al- 
ternative was a bus of ele- 
phantine slowness to Jericho, 
frmn where I got to Jerusalem 
five boors after I staned. 

% % THEN I visited Yemen 
lastyear.aBriumwas 
V T kidnapped by a 
I mountain tribe as I arrived. Usu- 
ally kidnappers tiieie produce 
socially aooeptable reasons: they 
want better water, roads or 
srttoob. Bat recently a trihg irid - 
iiai^)ed a Chinese eogjoeer for 
a unique reason. The tribe are 


DIARY 



F^dc Cockbum 


bec-lreepeTS. Police came to 
in^Mxt foeir hives, during which 
th^ released the bees. The 
trOie wanted con^Knsaiion and. 
to make sure that their griev- 
ance got a hearing, kidnapped 
the Chinese. 

The government gives the 
impression it Is all go^ heart- 
ed stuff and an interesting cul- 
tural tradition, like Morris, 
dancing. Captives are general- 
ly not harmed and are invited 
to tribal feasts, but it is not be- 
nign as ail that. The driver of a 
German scholar was shot dead 
by an armed band when they 
tried to Iddn^ her. And. debate 
the overt demands for better so- 
cial services, the government 
says the pay-off is usually mon- 
ey and a four-wheel drive car. 

1 HAVE been having trouble 
with computer, which 
has developed a fondn^ 
for the letter inserting it 
• all possible occasions. Expieris 
have come and gone: ‘‘Tlicre is 
no cure,’* th^ murmured as 

they wok their fees. A new com- 
puter is on order, but meantime 
I have been phoning my copy to 
the Independent, where it is 
courteously and accurately 
recorded by the copyiakers. 
Nevertheless, a nameiere dread 
persists. What if I sniff while 
spelling the name of the head 
of Iraq’s secret police? God 
blows what wQl appear in print 
A colleague reminded of a 
Guardian critic who phoned 
copy from the opera house. 
Once he wished to describe 

Maria Callas in Tosco as sound- 
ing like “a tigress caUing for her 

whelps", only to find the last 
word changed to “whelks." 


Mis 






£ 69 ® 



£ 179 ® 



. $ ■ I 





EARNIESCOCUnCARD I OPENING HOURS 

1 A I A MMdav«alartayiUaeeeiMtani4piiLSuiidarMeeitaiwSntfaidaillW« 
POINiSATBftG I a I J lOaaMpottwtwwpfmlctB^ SooBcnd9ai>6pm a Moittmn >WaKl 1 pu*^i L 

MifeiemlvcMdk. i a ^ 1 CartslRsarahaunfiiar«ay,pi«a*lphan*vewne(wilaloieteeonanL 

nnii nni np|iT| ndin I V* M ■wwamowrw. TCWBi- 

Dapolfc 1 1 wmM-hag//iiw^aa.at i ■ 

CMw tinr WT ti IM WareHun Old la« MfML A* In SOI* iR dMab c£ ow FMn Ftonea Itoy SMwn Mn pndteh (re dnhr mafcBd iHtM. V you M ony torleai 
tocalvmwanftKtclciublvntcamiiea MwtattbMlitio«wpricekaangRa/oialablataaRirctBlanwGndtMyeue(3t)ack«Mi UdoyswniyowBKliwslpL 
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YOU CAN DO IT WffCN YOU B 80 IT! 


DIRECT UNE 
CUSTOMERS COULD 
SAVE 20% 

BY SWITCHING ID 
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Cirls 
snared 
by the 

Net 


The)^e not interested in violent 
computer games, says Jack O’Sullivan, 
but they know it’s good to talk on-line 


FM being told a great adven- 
toie stoiy by an 1 1 year old girt. 
‘‘OK, there are these two Mrfg 
adoring a cave,” she explains 
veathles^. "Then the gjzl 
drops down a bde and the man 
has to save her. There are rats 
and bats and piranhas 'whicfa he 
has to get past to reach her. And 
there’s a detonator that you 
have to blow up.” My narrator 
knows her story well, twatiQ* 
it’s a game she has played for 
months on her home con^nit- 
er. And she bproud of her al^ 
ities - the gid is alwsys saved. 
But her stozy-telling is dnged 
with disappointmenL*T[d^ the 
man because the gid do^T re- 
ally have a role. I sometimes 
wish that the man got lost in- 
stead and the ^ had to find 
him. It would be better.” 

The speaker is Udy On- 
^ll^ei, 11, from Pecicham Fade 
Frimaiy Sdool in sooth Lon- 
don. Her tale is typical of a 
medimn vdxsre teclmdogy 
be a modern, but wfaidi got 
stuck cultur^ somewhere 
around the eariy James Bond 

films 

‘'It’s not faiE,” adds Uch^s 
friend T^Aimi Oiid, 10. "I’ve got 
a game where this man is be- 
ipg attacked by crabs. If you 
doD^ sboot thaou th^ crxvd 
over your face and then you (fie. 

m 


But tb^ dionld pitt a w n n Mn 
in instead of man.” Naomi 
Gordon, 10, nods in agree- 
meoc: ”lt’s really sad, becaiise 
gids fike plajdx^ girls and gjbds 
(an be aiilo rer s just Bee begs." 

So wdmt is the games wodd 
doh^ to assuage this (fisoon- 
tent? Not mnch- Bairn ecnx^ 
purer games have recendy been 
targeted at SB to eight 3 car oUs; 
but they are sneered at by n^ 
dderinteiviewees. Ihen there 
is Lara Cndt, star of Tbmh 
Raider, the adventure suny of 
a female explorer. Shepl^a 
James Bond character in a D- 
cup, an actiem Baiim babe for 
fevered male imaginations. 
(She still has more male than 
fmnale players). Nonethele^ 
wtai she pulls out her M16 and 
Uzi to IdU a few wdv^ 
gills are thrilled toseeaherp- 
ine iKOtectiog herself with not 
a nmle rescuer in New 
products created by Girl Gaines 
have also tried to Inie j^ils oa 
toco rojni tersvwthgnnessDdi 
as how to win a dare wflh your 
perfea gt^. 'AdtfitKmally, a 
new compai^ cafied Purple 
Mo(hi is maiketing "girls ad- 
venture” software, with plots 
dftftling with social and emo 
tkmal issues. 

Yet, desire dtese changes, 
most 1^ games’ mainifiachiEeis 



iwBant my CD ' B o ro; Youngsters at Piecfcfaam Pawic Pfhnary Scfaocil In London. took fermora ftwm comp u Cefa than madie ^riroot^ m ^ipa’ pfiocograi^ Niceh Kurtz 


remain wedded to macho beef 
pest its sdhy date. So ^ds stiD 
straggle with a medium in 
which tiiey are often repre- 
sented as passive. Tbqr have to 
be eztxaonfinarily lesoutcefriL 
says Kate Bwggott, a youth me- 
da ana^ at the New Fara^E^ 
r ■naming Corporation. "Gfrls 
have to go through mental 

g ymna^tfWK ln diftngp thevierim 

positxniof^ females vtix) are 
being lescoed and decrease 
the heretic proportions of the 
mate characters. So th^ll say 
Tm sAeqtii^ but he works for 
me -and Tm eontroHii^ tum 
•tinoc^ telqratly to ^ turn 
through aO those bairieis’.” 

So do gjbls bother? For 
many it’s just about fim*- if the 
b(^s game is the. oofy cure in 
town, they wiD pil^ it But for 
others iFs almost 4 feminist 
statement, that would 


use that phrase. ”We like act- 
ing boyish and indqreodent,” 
Wmn. want to be bud 

and txdd, instead of beiog^ilie 
and (juiet and At wfaidi 
point she goes into raptures 
about fight games. ”I like where 
you Imve two different pet^e 
fi^itmg each other and you 
have bts of different weapons 
to ItiD with.” In short, girls 
want to prove to the boys that 
they can achieve ffl their tennsL 

Some of the other girls talk 
about how the stajtie male diet 
of conq;Kiler games often leaves 
them cold. Here’s Ayse on car 
cach^ games; 'AD you do is race 
and go thiou^ tunneJs. so 
boring.” 

The giris also have to fight 
toget time on the cmnpuier. 

Imrther has action man 
games,’! Jade Whittock.- 
Kent, 10. ” t titink it’s qohe 


good, but when my brother 
comes bade in the room he s^ 
'Stop, it's only for boys’. I just 
walk aw^ and watch TV or do 
my homework.” And that’s the 

ifanger — that yrfs anil jtsr walk 

away. The failure of genres 


skmed. "My friends are less in- 
terested now than ih^ were a 
few yems ago. When you were 
younger you did things the 
boys did. like play football be- 
cause o&etwise the boys would 
lease you and s^ yon oruldn’t 


For your daughter to be computer 
literate like your son, you have to 
make sure giris get equal time on-line 


su^lios to meet female needs 
runs the risk of patting tiiein off 
the most impeutaDt tedinolo- 
gy of the next century. 

Elizabeth McGrath, 15, 
from Oxford is typica] of how 
older girls berame disrllu- 


(b h. But when you're olderyon 
dem’t have to prove yoniself so 
much like tiiat. Also taste 
changes. 1 think my friends 
feei that they need more stim- 
ulation than a (xunputer game 
can offer. A bt wtQ read or 


watdi a fibn rather than pity 
computer games that can be 
veiy repetitive.” 

is this the foture - giris 
finally turned off computer 
entertainment because Eteibie 
and Lara Crofl are not mier- 
estii^ enou^? Ferfa^ not A 
new book, Cronins Up Di^l 
Rise of the Na Generation 
(McGraw-HiU) by Don lap- 
scon, suggests that ghis are m 
fact poised to reverse the 
dominion of computers by 
their mab founders. 'mie com- 
puier,” he s^s, "is changing 
from being a peisonal stand 
alone device fctf informaibn 
management into becoming a 
(rommnnicatiODS medium, 
vriiicfa suits g^is at an earlier 
stage of life than boys." He is 
taUring, in short, about on-line 
ccmipiiters. e^riail the internet 
and the capacity that comput- 


ers now have for fostering cu 
operation and not simfri>' com 
petition. Once giris can have 
access to the Internet they will 
lapscotl s^ be free of tin. 
m^e-orientated gitmes to 
which they are currently sub- 
jected. 

The e\'idence in north 
America is. says Baggott, that 
giris are not walking away from 
computers, just duir^rmg the 
old-style games in favour of 
playing on-Unc. Bui that’s easy 
there because bcal telephone 
caDs arc free, making on-Une 
gaming cheap. The moral for 
British parents is that if you 
want your dau^tcis to be com- 
puter titerate like your sons you 
have to make sure the girls get 
equal time cm the terminal. And 
then you must swallow the cost 
of plugging your home com- 
puter into a telephone line. 
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of today’s big protest march in London 







the independent 

SATURDAY 28 MARCH 199S 

18 


18/FEATURES 


Why we’re marGhih 











not 


The ‘Legalise Cannabis’ rally, Hyde Rarfc I9d7« Times have changed, but the fanv hasn’t. 


TODAY, Ibr the fiia time in 
30 yeaxs, the streets of Loodaa 
will.be thronged with people 
who want the freedom to 
. smoke cannabis without fear 
ofarresL 

The reasoD they are there 
is due to a campaign begun ^ 
months by our sister paper, 
the Independent on Sundav, 
which has attracted support 
from thousands of readers, as 
well as doaois, politidans, 
and people from tbie worlds of 
busines and the arts. 

The paper's editor, Rosie 
Bqycon, opened the ca m pai g n 
by disregarding the hypocri^ 
that has traditionally sur- 
rounded this subject to write 
frankly about her own experi- 
ences. “I rolled my first joint 
on a hot June dry in Hyde park 
in the summer of 1968. Just 17 
and dc!f)eTatc to be grown-up. 
Since my first joint, I have 
smoked a good irumy more, al- 
ihou^ I hardly smoke at all 
nowadays. The habit has 
en up on me. But I don't see 
why pct^le rdio share iziy eai^ 
Uer enthusiasm should be 
branded os ctiminaL 

The truth is that most 
people 1 know have smoked at 
some dme or other in their 
lives. They hold down jobs, 
bring iqi their femflies, run ma- 
jor companies, govern our 


Last September, the ‘Independent on Sunda/ called forthe decriminalisation of cannabis., Toda>^ 
thousands will be in London to add their support Gr^am Ball necails how ^e campaign took off 


ojuntiy, and yet, after 30 years 
cann^hj *! is Still Officially re- 
garded as a dangerous dnig," 
she wrote. 

Last September, the hoo- 
eymoon period eiyoyed ty the 
new Labour Covenimeat was 
coming to a dose. It hod be- 
come dear by then that on the 
issue of drug law reform the 
new Home Secretaiy, Jack 
Straw, was happy to oukxse the 
same hardline pi^des of lus 
predecessor, Michael Howard. 

Rosie Boycott’s dedsioo 
to “out" herselfstrucka chord 
with those who had hoped for 
a more radical approad) from 
new Labour. T qidddy reahsed 
that I was pushing against an 
c^sen door. There are plcnQF of 
people, vdio like me, believe 
it is high time we adopted a 
more sensible approach to 
cannabis,’' die said this week. 

Paul McCartney, Anita 
Roddick and Ridiard Bcanstm 
were among the first to endorse 
thecanqraign. Ed the foUomng 
weeks they were joined by the 
highest achievers from the 
worlds of arts and entertain- 
xnent, Uunaturc, medicine, and 


inteUectually aocompUshed. 

Janet Su^an, the dasdeal 
actress. Labour’s Ken living- 
stone, Professor Colin Blake- 
more, Harold Pinter and 
Martin Amis soon followed. 
The support of so many 
cdebdlies encouraged readers 
to add thdr names, and to date 
moFe than 14,0CX) have agned; 
. each week more joiiL 

The campaign received its 
first boost last October vdieo, 
surpridngly, the most senipr 
judge in En^and and \^es 
backed caQs for a pubUc ddnte 
on the legalisation of soft 
drugs, indudmg cannabis. 

Lord Bin^^ of Com- 
hiU, the Lord Chief Justice, 
made it dear that wfafle be was 
not expresdng a peisonal view 
on decriminalisation, it was an 
issue thai merited oonsidera- 
tioiL Tt is a sutject that de- 
serves. in my judgment, 
detached, objective, indepeo- 
deoi consideration,’' be said. 

Maiiy reformers saw this 
statement as a deliberate ri- 
poste to Jadt Straw’s earUer 
announoemeat not to grant a 
Royal Commission of Inquiry 


The lines 
they are a 
changin’ as 
pop turns 
into poetry 


Dylan vs Keats, Cocker vs Coleridge - 
Jack O'Sullivan finds poets praising the 
lyrical virtuosity of the rock star 


WILLIAM BLA^ would 
have had no problw with the 
Qilture Secretaiy Chris Smith 
placing Bob Dylan alongside 
Keats in poetry's hall.of fame 
as an equally latented writer. 
After all Blake used to ang his 
“Songs of Inoocenoe and Ez- 
perience" -and Van Morrison 
has set several of his works to 
music. Nor, perfa^ would 
Robert Burns be bothered fay 
the OiJture Secr^aiys rank- 
ing “My Love is Lite A Red, 
R^ Rosc"'is as beautiful sung 
as it is recited. Go bade tt> 
Homer and y(Hi find i! (fifficult 
to distiagmdi ^ridst from poeL 
Yet most poets se« them- 
selves as practidng a veiy dif- 
ferent art from tbeir rhythmic 
oousms. ThM are slightly ap- 
palled at attempts to plara 
them in the same league. 
“ When y«2 are wridng a poem, 
jou are settir^ it to muac at the 
same time,’* ei^lains Don Pa- 
terson, winner ^ this year’s TS 
Eliot prize. “You are trying to 
^peak mnsically. In contrast, the 
sHH of fyric writing is in leav- 
ing space for the music. Most 
poets are bad at that because 


into the wenkmg of the 1971 
Misuse of Drugs Act wbidi 
prohibits the use of cannabis. 

In the same month an 
opinion poll commismraed by 
the loS revealed that 80 per 
cent of people wanted the 
current laws relaxed and that 
more than one third wanted 
the immediate decrixnmalisa- 
rion of cannabis for recie- 
an'onal purposes. 

In November, the oiedicai 
side of the argument was sig-. 
nificandy advanced by the 
British Medical Association’s 
decision to publish an 80- . 
page review vriiidi overtnrned 


the old assumption that 
cannabis was a drug with no 
thei^peutk: benefits. Demands 
for.doctora to be allowed to 
prescribe rannabis as a med- 
icine had bemi growing for 
more than a detade. Strong 
anecdotal evidence had sug- 
gested it was good for treating 
muscle q)a5tidty connected 
to Multiple Sderosis, anorex- 
ia, some fooxB epilep^, 
glaucoma, tnah™ and hyper- 
tension. 

The influential BMA urged 
the Government to “consder 
changing the Msuse of Drugs 
Act to allow the prescriptioa 




they want to fifl all the parts.” 

Michael Donaghy, the 
Americaa-bom poet, is more 
emphatic. “Robert Lowell said 
in 1939 of the le^er beat po- 
ets that their poetry sounded 
like an unacored libretto. Ttefs 
how I feel about reading pop 
lyrics that pass themselves off 
as poetry. Bob p}^ is great 
support^ by his band, his 
tar and tbera^ of his voice, but 
the effect of readix^ his lyifos 
on the page is lite getting a tea 
mimite self-indulgent electric 
guitar sok) wUhout the bass and 
drums. V^th Keats you get the 
bass and drams. Everything is 


there on die page, Ageeatpoet 
puts U aD there for you to un- 
lock with your miiuf s ear.” 

It’s a divisioii that Adrian 
MhdieU, die performing poet 
and pl^rwright, cannot accept' 
He bi^ghes the loog history 
of poet/fyridsts not only here 
but in Europe, notably Jacques 
ftevert's. work for Forties’ 
french cabaret and Brecht’s 
lyric writing for the German 
theatre. 

T am against tbe ecectkn of 
a Berlin Vhll between lyrics and 
poetiy. I ^ interested in what 
is go^ and bad, what is emp- . 
QT and what is full of goIdL” 


of cannabmoids (act^ diem- 
ical compounds in caunatHs) to 
patienis wifo ceitam conditions 
causing distress that are not 
adequately controUed by ex- 
isting treatments.” 

They went furtliCT and Fee- 
ommended that “whDe re- 
search is under w^, the police, 
the courts and other prose- 
cuting authorities should be 
made aware of the m^dtcal 
reasons for the unlawful use of 
cannabis by those suffering 
from certain medical condi- 
tions for whom other drugs 
have proved ineffective’'. 

Whilst the Government 
has turned a deaf ear to the re- 
port, there is evidence that the 
magistrates have responded. 

The loS eampaign cODSiS' 
teotfy revealed cases where in- 
dMduab suffering from 
aqjp&gifoeasehadbeenooD- 
vk^ or sent to pcisoD for us- 
ing caonate to ease their pain. 
Bellowing the B^A report, 
some courts todTh more le- 
nieatappioadi inline with their 
. .reoommendatioDs and issued 
admooubments and lighter 
fines to mvalids in the dock. 


The case for apptying the 
criminal law to protect pubUc 
bealth suffezed ^ther setback 
with the lealtiog of a Wbrid 
Health Organisation report in 
February. The report, that bad 
been suppressed by pffidais, 
oonlained anafasis by an e^rt 
panel of scientists, wfaidi de- 
termined that lobg-term use of 
cannabis was less harmful than 
alcohol or tobacco. The mag- 
azine New which 

broke the story, said: ”H>liti- 
cians will just have to bite the 
bullet - cannabis will have to 
be decriminalisecL" 

However, the one event to 
mate most impact on the 
campaign came from the least 
Ukely source. On Saturday 13 
December, a young woman 
bou^i a small amount of 
cannabis from a young tnan ju 
a London pub. An unremaric- 
able event, coaunonplace 
even. Esmept that young mao 
with the £10 deal was William ' 
Straw, son of the more fomous 
Jack. The i^e of the 17- 
yearK>1d'5 identity loomed 
over the whole of last Christ- 
mas; until early in the New 
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Year it was revealed that the 
Home Secretaiy had turned in 
hu son and expected him to 
free the consequences. 

In the end, he got off with 
a caution, and the woman 
who set the deal up, a reporter 
from the Daily Minor, was ac- 
cused of entrapmenL 

The incident proved em- 
barrassing for the Govern- 
ment, although the Prime 
Minister was quick to give his 
minister his fiill support, and 
proved once and for all that 
cannabis use is more wide- 
^read than even Ihe most fer- 
vent advocate bad suspected. 

And so we come to the 
match. After six months of de- 
bating the case in print, it was 
dearly time to turn words 
into action. Throughout the 
campaign, the involvement 
and support of readers has 
beenritaL The passions raised 
by the qnestion of cannabis de- 
criminaiisation run deep. 

It was agreed that the best 
way to barn^ the energy and 
enthusiasm of those who have 
so eageriy supported the cam- 
paign was to invite them to 
“stand op and be counted" 
And by 4pm this afternoon, 
those who march will have 
earned their place in the his- 
of the struggle to de- 
criminalise cannabis. 


Wbrd wizards: The lyrics of 
left) Bob Dybn. John 
Kea^ Wnitam Bhke and 
Jwvis Cocker inspire 
admiration across many 
generations 


YeL regardless of this de- 
bate, poets are moved and in- 
by pop ^aidsts. Tlieir 
obliqaeoe^ is particalarty val- 
ued. T learn when they ap- 
proach a problem from an 
creative angle,,” says Ruth 
Fadel, who likes anger song- 
writers; sudi as Laurie Ander- 
son, Tbri Amos, Michelle 
Sbodted and Tracey 
That same word “obUque” 
crops up again with Paul Hu-- 
ley, the up aiui cosung poet, 
whose fir^ coUection, “The 
Boy Firoffl the Chemist Is Here 
'fo See You” has just beeu 
publish^ oblique ap- 


proach appeals to the poet be- 
cause you have the whole con- 
cept of the word canying great 

weight and the sound of h 
mcanii* more than what the 
word signifies.” 

So who are the poets’ 
Bvounte lynciste? The usual 
suspects litter their Usts: 
Lennon, McCartn^ and. of 

J"vis Cocker, 
nifl of irony , ranks high 

“C^mwnFK^'isagreat 

of shit sUrring about mid- 
dle dass people slimimi,s„ .. 


— K’supie siummiuB jt - 
^J^I^aiicy.whoals^^ 
Alex CSiOton from Bin Star 

AndEWsCosrellosc^Sin: 


^tentIyhigh-‘‘iyricsyoucan 

iBten to again and again." savs 
AdiM Mitchell, who is cur- 

rally compamg an antholocv 

^^‘=Cartney and Chuck 

. When asked to give his 
vie^ on the great debate 
Chris Smith's com- 
ments. Mitchell inevitably came 

entitled 

^^HambutgensationofPo. 

MywfeCeUasaid: ^ 
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When selling out 
is^not a sell-out 


The London Lesbian and Gay Film Festival has been the 
^ost successful ever, attracting ‘straight film fans alongside 
its core audience. Me! Steel picks out the highlights. 


*'WE ALWAYS have soch a di»- 
mai OinsCmas,** says Bnoay. 
Hanson, co-programmer, aloi^ 
with Robin Baker, of the Loo- 
don Lesbian & FUm Fes- 
livaL “We do most of the 
programming in two bedrooms 
over the holidays, wading 
through tapes and talking on 
phcme, which is hardly ide- 
al. We find t^iat we think are 
some real gems, but we've re- 
ally no idea of bow it's all go- 
ing to look projected on a big 
screen in firont of an audi- 
ence." 

They needn’t have worried 
Hiis year’s festival has been the 
busiest and most saccessM 
ever, characterised by sell-out 
screenings, punters being 
turned awiQr, and three times 
more press coverage than last 
year. Even before the final 
take is tallied up, it's clear that 
last year’s 25 per cent leap on 
previous was no fluke. 

It's a vote of confidence for 
^’jjpoteatialfy risky change in 
progr amming strategy. Mixed 
programming in the shorts 
lectioas has proved a success- 
fill and loEg overdue nxive^ udth 
many of the progranunes of- 
fering queer treasures for boys, 
girls and everyone in between. 
Equally wdcome has been this 


year’s inteniational emphasis, 
pardcuiadym the boys’ canqi. 
with a laiwanese retrospective 
and ofierings from Guinea, 
China, the Plufippines and In- 
dia replacmg the usual US- 
heavy fare. The Ikiwanese 
programme, in paitfoular,'has 
had a ^^stag^ring" respcmse. 


The boys have 
definitely had 
more of a 
challenge and 
they lapped It up 


and triggered debate in the af- 
ter-dKWv discusaons. boys 
have definitely had more of a 
chaneuge," says Hanson, “and 
tbeyVe lapped it up." 

The fai^ib'ghts have been 
many . The Man In Hat Ufe 
( Ang LahJd Sa Buhsv Se^ 

Carlos Siguio-Renya, Phflip- 
pines, 1997), a camp, se^ and 
iPSippino mdodraina, h 
clearly destined for cull status. 

Love and Death on Lor^ldiBid 

(Richard Kwietniowski, UK^ 
ranarfa 1997), adapted from 


Gflbert Adair’s 2 K]vd,was alast- 
mioDte addition to the pro- 
gramme and a big InL Kwiet- 
niowsld’s fiiit featnre-length 
o ff e ri ng, a simple and beauti- 
fiilly-made story about an old- 
exman (Jtibn Umt} in&tuated 
by a younger starlet (Jason 
Priestly), / Thbik Bh (Bri- 

an Sloane^ USA 1997), anoth- 
er last-minnte addition, and 
Broadway Damage (^^ctor 
Migoatti,USA 1997), ^th in- 
dependents, have also gone 
dc^ weQ, featuring good stars 
and good soipts without too 
maxiy diaHenges. And The 
Hanffi^ Ge^en (Thom 
Fl^gez^ Canada 19S^ the 
festivaFs opening m^t gala 
offering, happily managed to 
live up to its l^pe. A feel-good 
movie “ibr anyone who was 
ever yonn^, it wiD almost cer- 
tamly^jp^toastiaj^niam- 
stieazn as well as au<£cnoe 

- wUch, lefs &ce it, conmns the 
marker of soocess in a stiU 
queer-hostile eocmonue market 
What’s been notable in the 
girls’ department this time 
around is the sheer volume of 
ledtian dramas: 11 io-total, of 
v^neh (xily five are US hniKnls. 
“Tbere was a time," reflects 
Hanson, “when D&ert Hearts., 
CbtrecftheAfoon^auioveaCo 



.Rifi had to satisfy the whole les- 
bian audience, 

"Tlus year we've been able 
to jump around a lot more, 
frOBiSlaveslotfieUnderffvund 
(Kristine fttcison, USA 1996). 
a kind of grunge-riot fasta^, 
to the more predictable £>i- 
twined (Raqnel Cedlia Har- 
xa^oo, USA 1997)." Entwined, 
though I hate to say it, is art- 
other movie probabfy destined 
fi3r cult status, at least among 
devotees of 0os^, stHodiy, un- 


naturally-coiffed lesbian ro- 
mance. Elsewhere, ^ke Garb, 
a stylish, extremely popular 
collection of shorts, looks like 
proriding a strong contender 
for (he 04^ TK Pr^. And Re- 
ffirde ia Mer (Francois Ozon, 
Prance 1997). Hanson's own 
favourite featurette, has drawn 
strong reactions from audi- 
ences as what begins as a gen- 
tle, romantic holiday video 
bu^ to on eerie, dzsturbing di- 
max. 


Closing acb A tale of a 
time-travel love afbir, TTte 
Sttdcy Hngen of Time, an 
mdependent pr od uction, 
closed Che festival 

Other dyke highli^ts haw 
induded lesbian-at-a-bus-stop 
movie Les Ibleurs (Andre Te- 
chine, Hrance 1996), featuring 
Catherine Deneuve in unre- 
quited passion for a young (idti- 
losoplw student; and 
TOdcumentaiywhh-a-difiereQce 
TheOeamWinRise (Gigi Gas- 
ton. USA 1997), which, after a 
prediclable beginning, meta- 
morphoses into a tiansfixiDg 
and moving confesaonal from 
“ommsexual’’ dykon Sophie B 
Hawldns. The husl^-voiced 
one also made a live guest ap- 
pearance at the festival entir^ 
uneq)ected by the awed audi- 
ence. 

The reception for kd lar^g's 
Live m Sydney (Chz Gorham 
and Frances Dickenson, UK 
1997) preview made ft dear that 
this (fykon's dsQS aren’t oueryeL 

Hanson was nervous about 
how audiences would react lo 
(he closing night offering. This 
was The Stiefy Rogers o/Tunr 
(lUaiy Brouwer, USA 1997), 
a time-travel movie with a tnisi 
which focuses on the relation- 
ship between Hftics pulp fiction 
writer Tucker Harding and 
Nineties failed suicide Drew. 

“Lesbians can be so lilenil" 
s^ Hanson. "But then, tlie>'’vc 
surprised me all the w'ay 
through this festival. Fve been 
kmd of inspired." 
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iThis miscast 
I Misanthrope 
I needs a change 
i of heart 


1 

! .AGElSMiscunainKiiotaannu 

■ wu'd wunt lo pin on After Hall, 
j Often at Us piuducttons. ^ 

; wonder whelbor you're waiting 

I apl^'orapensaaoscheine.Alan 
! HowunTs Lear, far example, 
I mutt have biKQ all ctf five when 
i be sired hk ehk&t dauber, so 

formidabh' nuture did ^ seem 
in the recent Hall stagmg. And 
is Hrlieify KendaD anybody's 
j ideai.tik9vd3>Nofllievivadauify 
careerist httji-ckiss (art Hall had 
I bcTpIm'in'Fi^'duau’sMBidMr/- 

Uefbr'sief 

Yixi have lo af^tluud this di- 
rector's kw.’iltj.': he seems de- 
lermined. for instance, to get 
I DolcieGnn' and Mkhacl Deni- 
son (the F R and Queenie 
I Leavis of shiwbu) into the 
j Guinness (if Rxxtnis for 
i length of scisxvio an insaiiaMe 
j puHic. But such is his penchant 
for casting out-of-kilier. gen- 

I eniticm-w-ise.\'ou feel that ifwe 
{ were to direct u real iddies* 
knees-up. Kander and Ebb's 70 
Giris 7R say - it would have in 
be perfttrtned sia u ouija htttnl 

AD of which is to say lhal ft'k 
vety much not a fud that Elaine 
' Paige is k» unci^mforiaMy ea-st 
as ci'litnene in Hall's new stag- 
ing of The Mivnihntpe. Imag- 
ine replacing John Malkovich 
with Bans Manilow in ZXui- 
jyratts Liaisons and voull get 
some sense of the nusmatch be- 
tween Moliere's manipulative, 
slcelQy-sophisikated - and spir- 
itually empty* coquette from 
the Sun King's Ranee, and the 
nice, warm, down-io-eanb and 
endlessly ordinary Ms Paige. 
Just about the onfy salon you 
could imagine this performer 
gracing is a beauty ^on. 

The role is \iial in shaping 
our perception of AJcesic, the 
tiUe character. How can we lake 
quite seriously his pose a.s the 
lone champion of honesty, and 
the snarlingly disinterested 
scourge of liypocri^ when he's 
inJfatuaied with a woman be 
knows to be a walking symbol 
of twisted social values? 
Michael Pennington bos the 
right kind of thin curdled smQe 
and sickly superioriw for Al- 
ceste. but his passion seems to 
stem from no lower than his 
thnaL Asatirisi who cannot see 


that he should, k^pcally. be one 
of his own butts, this anti-hero 
needs to be both more tragic 
and more ridiculous. 

phrt of bis proHcm is Paige, 
fdm k bewiag^ and dtuificd up 
so that sdtc resembled what 
vou'd get if you mated Ronnie 
Cbfhctt with Danny La Rue. A 
femme fatale she isn't; more 
like an outtake from Carry Gn 
Bitching. But then the east re- 
ceive little support from Ran- 
jit Boll's couplet translation 
which hteks his usual .sparkle (it 
is to Moliere what Clive James' 
comic verse ejnes arc lo Pope) 
and which relies too heavily on 
(he outraged delict you e:ut 
sUD caasc sticking expres- 
skins tike "shit" and "piss off" 
in a high-toned conicxL 
From Tbny Harrison's \tT- 


Paige, dressed up, 
looks like a cross 
between Ronnie 
Corbett and 
Danny La Rue 


sion, set in De Gaulle's Paris, 
to Martin Crimp's more recent 
adaptation, scl amidst the me- 
dia glitleniii of the present 
day, productions of The Mis- 
anihrt^ic have been keen to 
.strcis the limelessncs and lop- 
icality of its war between the 
worldly and the unworldly, ex- 
tremism and accommodation. 
IVrc can be snags with this (in 
the modern world, if you nl- 
tacked the equivalent of a crap- 
py court versifier, you'd be met 
with acclaim rather than the 
threat of arresi). Bui you also 
risk over-reducing Moliere's 
cast to a collection of theatri- 
cal types when you set it in as 
bare and tc3ciurelessa ITth-cen- 
tuiy milieu as Hall achieves 
here. At the staii. an actor in a 
sun mask moons at us: by the 
end, you feci like reluming 
the compliinent. 

Paul Taylor 



Drag: Elaine Page ^ Cellmene and Anna Carteret 
as Arsinoe in TTte Misanthrope Gcraim Lewis 
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THE WEEK IN THE ARTS 

DAVID LISTER 


rrs 4^ AM. and you're desperate to 
get to sleep, but all you can hear is 
"We don’t need no educatiott fol- 
lowed by Dark Side Of Vie Moon and 
just as you're finally drifting off it^ 
Atom bloody Heart Mother wafting 
its way up the Stairs. It could drive a 
woman to divorce. And I regret to re- 
port it has. , _- 

Rtr behind the etdu'bition by 35- 
year-old Steve Geaiy of paintmg 
based on Pink Floyd albu^ whicn 
runs until tonight at the Air Gallcty 
in Dover Street, London, there is a 
sad story of marital dishai atony or an 

in^iring story of devotion to art, o* 

pending on which way you look at it 
Geary tells me that it was neces- 
saiy for inspiratioo to have the dbuins 
pU^ while he worked into the ear- 
ly hOTus. His wife of 

Emma, who was not at the exhibi 

opening last Tuesday, has now sepa- 
rated from him. __ , 

“The 

Geaiy admits njefulfy- "ft ^ 

^obsessive around the ®«*dle.rfl^ 
^.r.lwasworking right 

Jiight with the music 
were six weeks when * *^** ^ ,, ^ 
'sion BeU on continuous loop, ir ^ 
Jfccssary for the work, but she 
couldn’t sleep. You cant be 

cated artist and nm a hapw 

Also I suppose the Floyd wasn t her 


thing - But these things Ixqtpen. No 
one is really to blame.” On the con- 
traiy, that’s far too magnanimoos. I 
intst Emma will name Floyd guitarist 
Dave Cilmour in the divoiee. 

THE Arts Counefl has pledged to rid 
the fens fimdmg sykem of jargon and 
efiefaes; deckfiog at its last meetEOg that 
communications in the arts must be 
more simple and effective. the 

fight for plain Eo^ish m coltuial life 
hasn't b^on very well Immediatefy 
foDowing that resolution the Cbun- 
cil ft pFom^ Ihe adc^ttion of the 
more holistic and int^rated ap- 
proach to arts fhodin^" Which we’d 
aU support if we had a due ^biat it 

mftana. 

WE m^ have scored badly at the Os- 
cars in tenns of awards, bat there 
aren’t, mai^ lessons to be learned 
from the Americans when it comes 
to aopepanre speeches. Yet again they- 
were almost witiiout exception eidier 

cringe-maldog or tedious. We do 
things better over here. 

Kfy fevDurite accqftance qteedi (tf 
all time occulted a few yeais ago at 
The Evening Standi Drama 
Awards when Vanessa Redgrave 
broke down in tears as she thanked 
the sl^caipenter. That takes sfyie. 

Kim Baanger, eat your heart out 


THE WEEK ON RADIO 

ROBERT HANKS 


TRY this one for size: the oolyswim- 
mmg-batbs in your area annouDCes 
that from six tiC nine eveiy moTning 
the (^ynqnoeize pool cmfy attracts en- 
thusiastic strong swimmeis. In order 
to get in tte noo-switnmhig public, the 
pool will be dosed down at those 
rimeg and an inflatable paddling- 
pool provided instead. Yon’d thi^ 
that was pretfy stupid, wouldn’t you? 
Well, that’s a pretty fair analogy for 
what has just toppened at Radio 3 - 
die warm, shallow ^ash of water in 
questioo bemgBstrMTrelawny.wbo 
has this week taken over as presen- 
ter the Elion's daily breakf^ pro- 
gramme, OnAir. 

It woi^ be nice to F^ale you with 
tTiCTann^ of 'frelawny’s idtodes but to 
be honest, none of them is terribly tn- 
teresting or amusii^ pure vacuity 
hardfyeveris. 

In aify case, the ssue is less Itow 
dun 'frdawi^ b than vrixy he takes so 
many opportunities to ]xove it. 
has abimdODed compfet^ the prac- 
tice of pla^i^ loi% of mude in 

fevoizr of soatdies and fii^menis: one 
movement of Brahms's Gennan Re- 
qui^ a quidt aria from The Cre- 
atira, a san^e song from the 
Anvergoe, nothing more than five or 
six tmoutes long, and separated tiy 
'frdawiiy’s flow of bree^ dial At the 
same time, the leperutire is beftig nar- 


rowed- Thursday was the fourth time 
in a fortnigbi I have beard one or 
more of the "Songs o( the Auvergne” 
on lUdio 3. 

This isn’t a matter of snobbeiy or 
musical Elitism, it's a matter of bav^ 
ing the pants irritated off you. That 
and good programming sense. Radio 
3's uxuque seUiug-poiot was that tl 
played pieces of classic music in 
their entirety; it created an opportu- 
oify for disengagement with the con- 
versational boiiy-^urfy of the world 
outride. Now it is simply an atux^- 
iog done Of Classic FM. Eyiiig (0 jus- 
tify Its existeace by upping its ratings, 
ft Is wittkbg the oaily genuine justi- 
&atioa it has: that it provides some- 
thing the commercial sector can’t. 

Whai’s bizarre is that this musical 
self-disembowelling has been perpe- 
trated ID the same week that Tbesdsy 
evening’s conceit inierval was turned 
over to wearily hallucinatory poems 
by the Rencfa Symbolist and the Fosl- 
script strand was devoted to tbe 
work of a single philosopher. 
(Though, disappointlDgly, David 
Cook’s tribute to the inSuence of 
AJasdair MacIntyre's moral treatise, 
After Virtue’, ended up a nostalgic 
commerdai for a God-fearing soci- 
efy.) Radio 3 dearly doesn’t think its 
listeners are stupid; it must just think 
they’re not veiy inlerestcd in muric. 
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In defence of 
unhappiness 


BEING an MP leads to higher levels of physical and emodoiial stress, 
searchers have Eound. I^IU knock us down with a ballot paper. It is a oom- 
TDonplace that you have got to be pret^ strange to want to be an ME and 
what are aca d»^*n»e researchers for if not for dressiiig iq> the commonplace? 

What Ashley Wsinbeig and his colleagues at Mandiester Univer^ do 
iKR - and this is an indictmeat of modem academic reseaicfa, becai^ it 
is a for more interesting quesdon - is: do you have to be mad to rule the wodd? 

Now. before mental health charides inundate our lettexs page, let ns 
make a distinction. We uodeistand that mental illness can be a serious mat- 
ter, a ir agH y for famili es and individuals. are aware that much men- 
tal disorder is misunderstood, that schiaophrenia is nothing to do with a 
split personality, that terms such as ^nutter" and even “care m the com- 
munity'’ can cause terrible oCtence. We know that iqi to one^fth of onr 
prison population might be classified as suffering mental health problems, 
and that mental illness is either qrmptom or cause of much avoidable suf- 
fering at all levels of society. 

But it is not a frivolous speculation - at least, not wholly - to wonder 
whether a oertain amount of psycfaolo^cal disturbance is not necessary for 
the achievement of change in sodety. Is there not an implication in Mr 
Weinbeig's research that MPs should be doused m tranquillisers and sent 
off to health forms to relax in white towelling robes? And is this implied 
search for mentd hygiene not, actually, unhraltt^? 

It is remarkable that, as wy historian would tell you, almost all promi- 
nent figures in public life are driven characters, ovetcompensadiig for some 
trauma or unhappiness in their early lives. Even the Priioe Minister , a bal- 
anced youi% man with untroubled blue eyes, was knocked skteways at the 
age of i 1 his fotber's stroke. The even more boring, bnt equally drrven, 
John Major had that downward lurch to a Brixtbn garret at a similar age. 
Margaret Thatcher had that famous reticence about her mother, nnH be- 
came ever more marked^ dogmatic in adttithood, eventual^ prompting 
Brian \ShIdeo*s impertinent observation in an interview: chink you’re 

off your trolley.” 

Unhappiness is the grit in the oyster. This applies not just to MPs, but 
to business leaders and great aitisia. Some of them, at leasL Maiq^ entre- 
preneurs had secure childhoods and their start in business hanAeA to tfiffl i 
on a plate. But Andy Grove, for example; the boss of Intel, the computer 
diipaMipaqy, is a Hdocaust survivor and setf-oogfessedparaDoid obsessive. 
He wrote a book wluds revealed foat his hot t^ was not to relax for a sec* 
ond, called Only the Pamneid 5unmv. 

And it is a cUebe that in art madness and greatness are proxiznate con- 
ditions. Pluck the names at random and images from the simi^ eccentric 
to the extremes of human consdousuess are conjured forth, ‘fed Hug^ies 
and Sylvia Plath, \^nceQt van Gogh, Syd Barrett Of course, for each name 
it is possible to cite a Sir Paul McCaitney or a Josqih HeUer. Mr Heller, 
whose Catch-22 knows a thing or two about madnes, complained reoratly 
that he had a happy childhood. Don't you believe it His fother died when 
be was five, and the books are suffused vrilb a sense of loss, often portraying 
the father-son relationship as unbearably dose and yet uncommunicative. 

Of course, madness is not asimple formula for success. It remains true 
that if someone's childbood is higlUy dysfunctionaL the chances are that 
Uu^ will go off the rails and require the attentions of New Labour’s cur- 
few squads and wehare-tc-work gangs. 

Ws do not sug^ that David BlunkettsfaouldMneadyestgdi g ’S p cqpoBals 
for nursery schooling to ensure that all four-year-olds are unhappy for at least 
some of the time, or that Jack Straw diould institute bad parenting daases. 



The requirements of creativity are that the tendency to eocentrici^ must 
be bridled by at least an intermittent sense of the possible. Ambition ne ed s 
lu be tempered by restraint. Both are needed, and the "ingf forceful lives 
are born out of a tendon between the two. 

This imposes a dilcinma on parents: ir mij say prefer 

dren to be happy' than to be high achieveis. Simone VriTs mother was once 
asked if she was proud of her dau^ter, another Holocaust suevivor, dtstin- 
guishud nunister in Rcnch govmnments and a»f hor of the 1975 (aw to allow 

abortion. She said she would have much preferred her to be happy. 

But we do not employ MI^ to be normal, satiated cooceiited. We 
emi^ry them to get things done, to overcome the dead-weight of bureau- 
craiic inertia and institutional sclerosis. Let us be gratefiil that at least some 
people are unhapjy enough to 'unprove the quality of life for the rest 

Lib Dems make 
the difference 

NOT in Inverness they dcra'L The 10 representatives who manaffed to dag 

themselves into the SOl^scat Eden Ooun Theatre yesteriwmonimg for 

tbefr Scottish conference were not enough to make the difference between 

empty and full This poor turnout is a pity, not just because it afibids see- 

ond-iate jgggeis the chance to re-ran the one ab^ hnMing thi» if 

in a phone box. (Actually, they adjourned to an adjacent boardroom.) 

It is also a shame because of the temptation it presents to the 

Scottish liberal Democrats. Faddy’s party north of the border has always 
been able to punch above its bantam wei^t The choioe of a proportion- 
al astem for electi(»s to the Scottish I^liameni next year will, in- 
evitably, giant the par^s Scottish leader, Jim Wallace, the role of kmgmaker 

between Labour and the Scottish Natfonal feuQr. The party might wefl be 
a partner in a coalition government. 

Should he dioose Labour, the wtty in vrilich that works will be of oti- 
dal importance to the posalkUty of future closer oo-<^)eration between 
the parties at Westminster. WiD the Lib Dems realise Ibi^ Blair’S fear of 
proportional systems and e«TQse ‘’disproponionate influence"? Or wiH 
they be the test pilots for the new progremive-radical movement for tiie 
21st centuiy that Mr Blair promised in his conference last year? 

Those 1 0 activists have their work cut ouL 


Jonesboro shootings 

RATHER timn simpty blaming the 

parents, the children involved, or the 

guns used, for the shootings in 
Jonesboro, - the Governor of 
Aikansas. Mike Huckabee, had the 
courage to point out (report, 26 

Mardi)sodetysteq)onsibi!ltyfbriii- 

cidenalilcettikbefliQraH* hmHan f 
Fort Arthur or Jonesboro. 

The Value oS, human life has 
been eroded ovm the 
throu^ the growth of enthanada 
abortion, and televisioa and oom- 
puter^game violence, vriuch an pro- 
mote the idUing of peopie who 
happen to be an inoonvenience. 
Until we as a society,afld politi- 
cians, sit up and take notice of this 

reality, the banning of guns and oth- 
er leti^ weapocs^and the stiffening 
of prison sentences for this kind of 

act, will deal with the tymptoms, biti 

continue to have no imparf qo 
the causes of the problem. 
ANDREW BOWDLER 
PohharOjN^Ml 

HAVING studied at the Uoiveisity 
of Ailcansas for three years, I strong- 
ly agteed with Rupert Cornwell's ar- 
ticle re garding the American 
relatioQ^p with the gun (’’The im- 
possible dream - America vrithout 
guns”, 26 March). 

Arkansas is a state heavity in- 
volved with hunting aitd gun. owner- 
shqi is seen as a rhe of pasage for 

Tnan y y mnig ATkanatna. .^0 01^ 

frien/^ of mine asserted tiiat they 
would xEmoQQsider going for along 
drive without a gun m die glove box, 
purety for seff-defence, of ooui^ 
However, northern Arkansas is a 
friendty place where pec^le leave 
their cars and homes itnindked. The 
shock of lUesday’s horrific sbootiogs 
wiDhavebeenprofoundibutitslike- 
ty effect wQl be a can for changes to 
the Aricansas prosecution laws rather 
than a ehaiiy. in the gitti laws that 
preequtated tins tragedy. 

HELEN GOELMAN 

Nottbi^uon 

IN the walre of the horrific events M 
Arkansas, h. once again seems as if 
everyone is qualified to psycho- 
anatyse the two adolescents and un- 
derstand (heir eve^ motivatiaxL This 

fnmifi a convenient rfiannrf throng 

wfaidi they can esqxmixl tiieir own the- 
ories about the collapse of sodety. 

De^te the £aA that dnaens of 
studies have shown no quantifiable 
IhikbetweeoacremvkiletHxaadteal- 
life cinne, David Oabonie (report, 27 
Maidi) assumes that vid^ luwe 
a comparable influenoe to that of the 
boys’ fothers, who have qient years 
training them to fire sean-automat- 
ic we^ions at other Uvu^ oeatures. 
DANIEL SMITH 
Aberdeen . 

Heseltine on Blackpool 

NEITHER Paul Routlec^e nor 
David ^bSoer, debatiug the pros and 
ccNS cl Bladiqiod as the place to hold 
a party conference (”ls Labour ri^t 
to mid its affeirwitb Bladq)ool?”,26 
March), got to the heart of the mat- 
ter. hCchael H^Itine did. 

When asked by Melvyn Bragg on 
the BBC in 1988 to oonqnre the late 
19tii-oentuiy 'Winter Gardens^ Black- 
pooL with the faceless modmn con- 
ference centres of Britton and 
Bournemouth, Heseltine opined: 

1 would say at 9Qce that if 1 have sdimoe 
ofveiiaeitistbeTKiiterGankas,Bla(±- 
pooL There is oottimg like ic the feeling 
of the audience in that bufldiag. tiered 
up there, towering over you. Whereas m 
these aew buOdings. die baO, ttie caipetiag 
and the diaixa, all been toned down 
to remove any excesses of language or. of 
tone. You have to fight, really fight m tiy 
and get thrae^ to ^ andeoEe. Tbe ^%i- 
ter Gardens, it’s there witii you. 

A seasoned actor mi^t say the 
same, ctxnpaiing a fine oU Matcham 
auditorium and many a rational new 
theatre with peifect glghtiima and 
enqity air. Hesdtine, a fiK petfooner 
might have concluded tha^ 
at tile Winter Oardeoa, az^ good OT- 
atoT can address the oouference, 
while at Brighton or Bournemouth, 
the halls are more suited to orches- 
trated rallies of the fekhfbL Or is that 
vriiat New Labour wants? 
lAINMadBlNTOSH 
theatre Frt^easConsuhants 
London 



Why we need lobbyists 

IT IS rmplfritty assumed in yourar- 
tide "Revealed: Labour’s with 
lobltyists” (24 March) that political 
consultancies are detrimental to a 
well’fiuictioiuDg democTBity. 

Companies using poUtkai oon- 
suitaraare <fo not buy influence -they 
buy loDOwledge (of the arcane polit- 
ical processes) and skills (m ma- 
noeuvring oik’s w^ through them). 
Unless ami until the Modernisation 
Select Committee makes Paiiia- 
menlazyprocedureleaaseziesaftzfl?- 
al rituals and more a tranqraieat and 


byiss wiD always bare a valid and nec- 
essary cole to ut the UK At the 

very least tiiey are a necessary evfl. 
RICHARD MOLLET 
LudffiteComrminkations . . 
Lor^mECl 

Modified tomatoes 

ISNECA has given evidence to the 
Govemmenfs advisory committee 
on genetic modOScation that “tiie in- 
tense heat used in peeling and then ' 
sterilising GMO tomatoes kills aiiy 
seeds and fiEfectivety destroys the an- 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


’’We want to rear a nation of taxpayers and to 
make tax apart of our culture- We promise srezliDg 
storylines with murder, finanwai scams and. of 
course, ses.” — YUry Medvedev, fknsto's tne office 
SpekesTMn dhOBsing ff new TV show desigried to 
persuode peopfe 80 pay tox. 

'*Ihe New Conservative rank and file is made up 
in large part of hard-hearted Essex busmessmen, . 
second-rate academics and opinionated young 
unemployables.” — Auberon Whugf^ TV pundk 
and conunentafDT. - 

It's ood to be 40. Itrea^ is a new life. I’m happy 
but 1 am sure there's a team of psydiiatrists out 
there somewhere who would disagree with me.^ 

— Sharon Stone, oetresa 

"Sometimes I get the cburdi and tiie movie theatre 
confused. 'Duu’s.irtiat I told Che Dalai Lama the 
first time I met him.**— Martin Scorsiese, fikn 
dkector. 



"Thank yon dear, but realty, yon know, you 

should have served f^llaghan SxsL" — Lord 
CaBaghan^ when prsne mheter, to o mattress 
who t^ped on entire sizzfing Ji^ of lamb Mo hk 

'*She riiould get the Oscar for best bust Anyone 
witb those floats doerot need a lifeboat” — 
Camille ftglia, feijmst and academies ^scusang 
actress Kate Wutdet, star 


LFniKfrom THE EDITOR 


Marketing Diana 

THE Diana, Prini^ ot 

Memorial fund may m 

squandering its greati-st 
Jiough the lack of an mlc^I 
marketing strategy 
Maroh). mwkutmg, of 

“names”, is higUy sophisticated and 
sound precedents which it 
would be perilous to ignore. 
Consumer decisions are based 

on perceptibiis of wtus. 

- anvoneofwhidi 




Tiie US flag fBes at half^naet at WiiLitiide School, Jonesboro: four pupDt and a- tead^ waria IdHad in 
shootfoga earfler this vreek _ . ■ PbpeBgrapklteutaR 
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PQSlt\etteTs\D\jE^tBn1o1htEAftoTtmdmdudeadaytmtelq)konenunab^ 
fax 0171 293 2056; e-mait letters@independent.co.uk E-mail correspondents are 
asked to ^ve a postal address. Letters may be edited fin length t^darify. 


txbiotic reststaoce” (19 March). 

Heat will catamty IdD a living plant 
but win it realty dahoy the kanainydn 
lesstapne genes inaealed into every cell 
of theBcfruic? DNAstoughsteffand 
is vBiy resistant to beat dqgradation 
•^Ufe wouldn’t have been around so 
long if the substance wfaicfa makes it 
happen fell to bits so earity. 

1 would like to be more certain 
that the Government’s advisory 
committee is reqnrring independent 
validatioD of the unUkety evidence 
submitted by Zeneca. 

JOANNA CLARKE 
Glasgow 


j0m«nceanapnre,«vv--.'«”“7- 
vflildcfflunateinanyoiteSpnK^^ 
osion. It is impossible to be all thn^ 

to all men and women and broad- 
gpectrum marketing is rarely viable 

O^ddcimesticoonsuitmb^ 

Hie rgb**'"ed images of Diana: or . 

an elegant beauty, of a deepty car^ I 

ing human being who overca^ j 
huee personal problians to brmsl»? 
hStoother&arethcvitalasscim ! 
the trust of the Memorial Fund. It 
must understand its teal potential 
fwH art aocordigglv. The price of fall- 
ure will be a nine-day wonder which 
will do no-one, particularly the fond 

benefidaries, any good. 

JOHN A DINNING 
Can^erley Surr^' 

One’s better than ever 

AS A commerdal driver I, Uke 
Pierre Feirone (“One FM: singulacty 
unsensational*', 25 March), hear ra- 
dio aU over the UK, and my view is 
that Radio One is one of the vmy best 

reasons to pay a licence fee. 
out their freedom to play just aboSr 
anything they want, that frequency 
too would sound Uke the unchal- 
leoging blandness which is 97 per 
cent of commercial radio. 

Without Radio One's commit- 
ment to break new music (that 
doesn't mean thity can never play 
anything fomiUar, Pierre) there 
would be DO Coroersbop, Space, 
Vbrve, Run DMC Kevins, All See- 
ing 1 etc for unadventurous com- 
mercial stations to pl^kuise and 
play to death. Tb me. Radio One 
sounds better than it ever has. 
Wbuld arty commercial station in 
the UK allow the eiqterimentaiion 
of Chris Morris or the cheek of 
C3iris Moyles or the “northem- 
ness” of Mark and Lard? Not un- 
less it was made safer by Radio 
doing it first. 

STEPHANIE WILKINSON 
Manchester 

FOIQTJNAJEiy, your claim (In the 
News, 27 Maxdt) t^t Chris Morris’s 
rude gi Mimtnal message to Mkbael 
Grade could onty have been seen by 
someone vrith industry-standard 
editing equtyment is wrong. A video 
of the pragramme and a little pa- 
tience axe ^ you need to enjoy this 
very atisfyzng media momenL 
JOEFATTOIUNI 
Glasgow 

Motor neurone disease 

REGARDING the report by Sally 
Staples (The woman vriio fought a 
hidden killer”, 20 March), we are 
concerned to correct the impression 
that people witb MND wUI die from 
choiring or through suffocatiotL In 
our experience, death is usuaUy as 
a result of re^iiatoiy feOuie and with 
the light palliative care, is pain-free 
and peaceful Annie Undseil. the 
woman featured in the artide, who 
died last December, did in faa die 
peacefiillv. 

LAURA ^ONS 
HeodofCcmmimieations ^ 
MtnorNeureme DiseaseAssodatian 
Nordwmpton 


'Racist’ prison chief 

THE assertion by RicfaaEd Tot, head 
of tiie Rmon Service, that, for genetic 
reasons, black people are noore Uable 

than whites to die when in a oerii: lock 

(report, 27 March), is to be wel- 
comed This must mean that in- 
structions have alreacty gone out to 
everyone in the Prison Service that 
anyone putting a black person in a 
neck lock may face cfaiges of at- 
tempted murder. 

I hope that, when the matter is 
put to a saentific test, the excellent 
MrTflt wfll not be one of the stroiw. 

necked vdiites used as controls ^ 

Professor C R LEEDHAM-GREEN 
^fi>oc^ord Green, gwaB * 


TODAY.lsbaDbeoutonthestreetsofoeoiralLcmdmimarcb- 
ing far a name 1 believe iiL WfaDe at the Independad on Swx- 
day., I deq****^ to laundi a ramipaign for the decrimlnalisatiQa 
of - not heroin, oocaine, or other hard droga but 

pot, vriiidi has very few taannfiil side efibets and even bet- 
ter, can aUeriate the suffering of multiple seterosiB suffer- 
ers. At noon today, MS groiqis will join me, MPs, MEPs and 
supporters of our campaign as we wend our way from Etyde 
Park to Ifrafalgar Square. It will be an intensely cpniting oc^ 
rarirm ouc that ma^ a hty^^mt incur sx-month effort 
But there fr still mtidi work to be done - while studies re- 
leased by the World H^th Organisation and British Med- 
ical Assocaatkm point to the r^tively affects of 

cannabis versos other drugs, most not^ity akofaol, aiul many 
^jures from the meriia^ medidne, sdence, the arts, 
even the police have voiced their support, the Government 
refuses to 

That r&vriiy we are marching today, and, bt^sefolly, at last 
Ttiay Kair and Jade Straw will &ten and understand this is 
one CBiqxugn that is ix)t going to go away. 

'IHS week, The inrited tiie main party leaders to 
rignnp to the Prime Mmistei*$po«vexfol statement attacking 
racxBn wfakh he drih/ered in Souriiwaxk 10 days ago. Here at 


TheJh ti i p wrilp tf we^apiaiidedlussepfnBenia.SQtoodiH’B ffniairi 

Hague and Faddy A^down, who echoed his views. As our p6- 
fitical editor, Astboiiy Bevi^ wrote in the paper on Wedii^ 
day, racism is endefflic ID our sodety. Barety had Ibqy written 
this than the Duector-Geneial of the pifrm Service, Rkhaid 
Tit, said chat Afro-Cazibbean people wpre more prone to suf- 
fer “poaitionai a5>ltyria”than white people. There were “pl^ 
iological differences as wdl,” he added, MrUlt did at least admit 
that there was racism in tte Prison Service, but attitudes 
hU - whxh rmninded ine of the BeD Qnre contcovexty in Azner- 
ica - show how argent the party leaders’ fynnnwnwffl t trutyis. 
Asanew^^per.TAeihdqiendimrbasalw^stoodfinritybe- 
hiiMl iu beGefln racial, cuihiral and sexual freedom for alL BuL 
we can never be cmi^iacem. AsMr Hague said, “more needs 

fo be done to bring down the banieo of mis- 

crust whidt still east in parts of our society.” 

SO. Cana d ian teenagers have gone wild for Prince-WilUam. 

Ibn thousand Itysteribi grris turned out to see him as “WQls 

Mania” swept throng 'Vteioouver. In. nqr.teeoagp dau^Uer's 
life, WfliMTn'a reign as tiie king of p'ln-ops lasted for onty a 
part of tiie autumn- tezm-foilownig Dianas dwitii it ended 
abnip tty with themiival of Leonardo JDi^poc^ star of 
flmf/idttf. Titonfc and now The Mbw/wThg fell MHfc Wtnfain 




as fy as inydau^iter 18 concerned, is histoiv Shekhnw 

going to be the most femous actor in 
on the co™. My 



Rosie boycott 
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Secrets the ancient E^ptians had 
hoped to keep to themselves 


[4 ' f 


DAVID 

AARONOVITCH 

UNEXPECTED USES FOR 
MUMMIFIED DNA 


Old Seti U is oot much to look at (though 
his admireis are keen to point out that 
he's borne up better than Senwosret IV). 
His skin is black and desiccated, his teeth 
are cracked, bis genitals are no more than 
a shrivelled flap between his siick-Iike 
thighs, and his hand has an unpleasant 
habit of working itself loose, and sliding 
over his shrunken chest, to the bottom of 
his box. So, despite the fact that he's re- 
markably well-preserved for a 3,000'year- 
old, you wouldn't expect him to be of use 
to anyone now. No poiiU in asking him 
the way to the feluccas. 

Actually, that’s not true. Perhaps ten 
years ago we might not have counted on 
getting very much out of an Egyptian 
mummy (unless we were superstitious), 
but now we arc a nation of cadaver- 
ophiles. Poking dead bodies and interro- 
gating their mute remains, has become 
something of an obsession. We're aU at it. 
Hiat artist bloke (the one with with the 
posh name accused of purloining body 
parts, casting them in metal and then hid- 
ing the originals inside tupperware boxes 
in the flats of unsuspecting girl-friends) 
was just the tip of the iceberg. 

TV factual shows, such as Time Team, 
Shadows of OurAnceswn and Ice Mum- 
inies, and Actional pathologist-as-sei^* 
hero ones (you know: "Let’s take a look 
at the brauL** "OrTg^hr "It’s his first 
time. Dr Skinner"), such as Silent Ultness 
and McCailum, testify to our foscination 
with the dead. Like those weird Madagas- 
can "relai'rve retrieval" rituals, you hardly 
have time to bury your relatives these 
days, before some academic or arty type 
wants to dig them up agam, and rcoon- 
struct them. 

Because, of course, there is so much to 
find out! A recent edition of file "Journal 
of the Autonomic Nervous System" (de 
rigeur in our household since the Murdoch 
and China business disillusioned us with 
the Times) - vol 67, p 105, to be exact - 
reported on the findings of a team looking 
at the neurotransmitters of the kmg em- 
balmed. They look nerves from the ankles 


of number of ^yptian mummies nlio 
kicked the earthenware sometime be- 
tween 5(X) and 2000 BC and a teasing lit- 
tle sample from just one Penman inumnty 
of sli^tly more recent origin. 

These enteq)rismg palaeo-neuro- 
biolog^ sliced up the nerves, embedded 
them in wax, and then (but, of course, you 
know all this) incubated them with anti- 
bodies. Their findings were both dramatic 
and inoomprebensible. Suffice it to say 
that Professor Otto Appenzdler conclude 
ed that, in the near fiinire. we would be 
able to discover all lands of things about 
the people of the past that we do not now 
know. 

Then, just this week, came the stoiy of 
how the custodians of Manchester Univer- 
sity’s Egyptian Mumn^ Tissue Bank have 
written to thon’ ^nHs of insUtutioDS world- 
wide asidog for a lend of their corpses. Dr 
Rosalie D^d told the BBC Today pro- 
gramme that the technique was to "go in 
with industrial endoscopes through exist- 
ing bodily holes”. There’s a charming dis- 
cretion here, as though Dr David wished 
to reassure us that she for one, would nev- 
er be party to making new holes in old 
bodies. 

Anyway, she was hoping, she contin- 
ued, to be able to tell vi^at diseases the 
mummies had suffered from, wfaat they 
looked like (eye colour, etc) and - with 
the help of DNA - which other mummies 
they were related to. 

At the moment, of course, all we have 
to go on is all those heroic murals and 
stelae, depicting vigorous Pfaaroahs smit- 
ing their enemies or communing with a 
series of improbable gods. There is a 
timeleas tendeni^ for important figures to 
present themselves in an imposubly good 
light in public. When was the last time, 
for instance, that a party leader, mid- 
Dimbleby, let loose a loud fart? And yet 
we presume that podeets of wind travel 
the intestines of the famous, as they do 
ours. 

This is intriguing. Nefertiti a nat- 
ural blonde? Or perhaps Tutankfaamun 
was a dtying-out doohoUc ImagiiLe our 
pleasure adieu it is proved that Amen- 
hotep in (the model, you wQI remember, 
for the Colossi of Memnon at Thebes), 
was three-foot taU, syphilitic suffered 
from chronic hemaerrfaoids and bad feet 
covered in veruccas. 

And - if sex addiction could be traced 
- all those bad-tempered attacks on vari- 
ous Libyans, Nubians, Sea-Peoples, Hit- 
tiles, Hactmns, Philistines and Hebrews by 
Harnesses the Great might be explained 
by a need to divert attention away from 
various palace enianglemeDts with the 
Iron Age precursors of Monica Lewisl^ 
and Paula Jones. The prindple "be that 
has been smiRen must himself smite" may 
be older than we thought 

My own favourite oonjectore is that, in 
SheUey's vast and trackless desert on 
Egyptian king with a slight speech impedi- 
ment bad caused to be carved in stone the 
legend: "My name ith Otbymandiath, king 
of kiogib, gatbe on my workth ye mortalth 
and dethpair." 

Tbeie is, in all this, a wonderful irony. 
Thousands of years ago, a static and su- 
perstifious ruling class lad the bo^es of 
their kings and priests eviscerated, their 
skins elaborately prepared by the applica- 
tion of unspeakable unguents, wrapped in 
bandages, shoved inside a wooden box. 
then a stone sarcophagus, and finally 
placed in a hidden tomb - all in the ab- 
surd beUcf that somehow, the mummi- 
fied individual would one day live again. 
And the bugger of it is, of course, that it 
worked. 


Everyone may think it’s cool to be 
black, but It’s really harcl work 



TREVOR 

PHILLIPS 

WANTING TO 
BE DIFFERENT 


So you wannabeblack? Since 
this Is one of file few areas in 
which ) can claim to be an ex- 
pert let me give you a .few tips 
before you finally make up 
your mind. 

Quentin Tarnnrinn that 
be feels black inside, and wish- 
es that the colour of lus sldn 
matched that of his souL I 
heard that Steven Spielberg, 
who has ark^ited black cfaSdien 
feels a Idnship with the 
brethren that is closer than 
friendship. And, I saw the 
Princes Viliam and Charles 
putting their caps on back- 
wards and giving the "Yo, 
dude" ago. 1 know that yfilham 
Hogue htt been virtually one of 
us since Carnival last year, and 
in this week’s party political 
broadcast there was a suspi- 
ciously high melanin oounL 
This is very serious, people: file 
fact that it is Hollywood lead- 
ing the charge means that even 
now there is at least one dinic 
working on the melmun-c«n- 
foicemeot treatment that will 
give the stars what they want 

I would be the last to ar^e 
against people knowing about 
and ti^g out elements of 
each others’ cultures. That's 
healllty. It is also the yaay of the 
world today; we can all travel 
wherever we wanL and we can^ 
happily, discover new ways of 
liwng. In particular, the powth 
of dlles means that most of hu- 
manity can find somewhere 
away from their ancestral vil- 
lage. where no-one knows 
them, and where they can, in 
part, Tcinvent their lives. This 
is why dties like New York and 
London are an earthly ap- 
praximatiOD of Heaven; if we 
make it there we can be for- 
given all our past sins. But I 
draw the line at physically want- 
ing to turn into someth!^ else. 
For goodness' sates, what if you 
get it wrong? There may be no 
goix^ back. It may be fine to be 
a Tbiy one year and a New 
Labourite the next, but win can 
tell the difference anyway? 
Changing your race is some- 
thing else altogether. Ihte the 
sad case of the self-sQded King 
of Pop. 

For more than two decades 
Michael Jackson has been 
changing from blade to white, 
and ntether the reason is a nat- 
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Yo dude: wear that csq> badewards and join the brothers 


ural physical cmdition or an un- 
nacuril nieniAi he has in 
his music tried to a virtue 
out of the change, by celebrat- 
ing the commonality of all 
races. It must be bewOdering for 
him to find everyone heading 
in the opposite direction. If I 
were I’d be gutted 

The sous and daughters of 
Afrka are emerging as the 
most destrable role models in 
the world, whether mixed with 
other geaes or not. Who would 
not want to possess the un- 
modified beauty of HaUe Berry 
or Naomi Campbell; to carry 
the gravitas of General Colin 
Powell or the saintliness of 
Nelson Mandela: to enjoy the 
athletic success of Magic John- 
son or Tiger Woods; to feel the 
ferodty of a Mike lyson or the 
sheer mischief of Ian Wright? 
These are the heroes of our 
time. And this infiuence is oot 
Just limited to performers: the 
black pre-eminence is streteb- 
mg into toe arena of basic 
moral values. For two decades, 
the most significant poet- 
philosopher in the world was 
called Muhammad AIL and to- 
day the queen of western 
mores, able to call longs and 
presents to account is Miss 
Oprah Winfrey. 

It used to be the case that it 
was just a few beatniks who 
wanted to toed their colour and 


How to succeed by stating the obvious 



GLENDA 

COOPER 

PACKAGING 

COMMON 

SENSE 


DID you know that anorexics 
feel that eating is the one part 
of their life that (bey can con- 
trol? Or that new MPs thrust 
into the spotlight feel more 
stressed? Or that vitamin sup- 
plements don’t increase intel- 
ligence? 

Yes, so did I. 

This weekend the British 
PtychologicaJ Society holds its 
annual conference in Britton, 
and among the genuine in- 
sights it throws up there are al- 
ways a large amount of studies 
(of which the three listed above 
are exanqdcs) whidi contain the 
blinding^ obvious. In the past 
we have been told that women 
still ^ for handsome rich men; 
that men like young babes; 
and that teenage girls on diets 
get more miserable as rime 
goes on. particularly if they 
don’t seem to be achieving 
their goal wei^L 

I always come away From 
such conferences wiih a strong 
desire to throw in journalism 
and get a fat psycholo^al 
grant for a study to see if north 
London twenty-something 
women experience more pos- 
itive feelings and less neuroses 
in the Caribbean than in Kii- 
burn. a study 1 am of course 
wilUng to participate in myself. 

You note that I say positive 
feelings. If I submilled a pro- 
|xisal saying that 1 wanted to see 
if women have a laugh in Bar- 
bados I wouldn't be playing the 
game. For a part of siaUng 


toe obvious is wrapping it up in 
jargon. 

Last year Dr Peter Tbdd, of 
the Max Planck Institute in Mu- 
nich. said that we choose our 
life partners by utilistog toe 37 
percent rule. What that means 
in English is that by the time 
we’ve gone through 37 per cent 
of potential partners we know 
what we're looking for and 
pick the next person who 
matches thaL Got that? And 
most people thought we 
learned from experience and 
picked someone wc liked. 

To be fiiir the BPS arc not 
wholly to blame for this stuff. 
They just package it excep- 
tiot^ well, trying to mate 
area of science respectable, 
and succeeding by drawing 
1.000 delegates and dozens of 
journalists to their oonference. 

It is not their fault that 
many of toe psychologists seem 
to their finding on atoing 
three men and a dog in Liver- 
pool a question (and even toen 
tiw dog ticked the "don't know" 
box). Rather it is our own de- 
sire to have our beliefs con- 
firmed- if toere's a study and 
a statistic to prove iL "Lies, 
damned lies and staListics", 
said the Duke of Weliingtoa He 
wouldn’t get a look in these 
days. 

Good old common sense 
just isn't good enough any- 
more. How otoerwisc do you 
account for the armies of man- 
agemeni consultants and busi- 


ness theorists that plague us? 

SheDey once smd that poets 
are "the unadmowledged leg- 
islatois of nvmkind". Nowadays 
he should look at the sheaf of 
experts advising on manage- 
ment, whose words are now 
treated as holy writ. Business 
theory has spawned a whole 
host of aonqyiogTLAs (three 
letter acronyms) such as CPD 
(continuous profesional de- 
velopment. or updating your 


front America for me. It was 
called How lb Stop Ifbrryir^ 
And Sum Uvir^. 1 spent the af- 
ternoon in a feverish anxiety un- 
able to stop vronying because 
he toougbt I need^ this book. 
TTiat ts when I stopped btiying 
them. 

Still I wish I thought of 
Dory Hollander PhD's idea 
.which is a book called 101 Lies 
Men THI W?men and Why 
VKjnusn Believe Them, with ex- 


Everyone is happy. We get our 
prejudices confirmed, and the 
learned societies, theorists and 
authors make some money 


skills to you and me) and TQM 
(total quality management, or 
changing things gradually). So 
someone has made a lot of 
money leQing peopte that keep- 
ing up to date with what’s go- 
ing on and not gping for radical 
clunges ovenu'ght could be 
good for you. 

Still that is nothing com- 
pared to toe vast array of self- 
help books that assault toe eye 
in evety bookshop. I (o de- 

clare an interest here. 1 used to 
buy self-help books by the shelf 
until a ex-bpyfriend brought a 
Dale Carnegie book tome 


amples such as Lie 3; "You're 
the only one", and Lie 38; ’Tm 
going to leave my wife." The 
reason why womea believe such 
Lhings (and wl^ men would too 
in the same situarioo) is our 
own desire to be wanted and 
our tear of failure and rejection. 
Your mother would tell you that 
for nothing; but because she’s 
not a published author or a 
PhD, you're inclined to ask 
Doiy instead. 

In the same way the Chuidi 
of England, with its dtsaf^YTOvai 
of sex before marriage, would 
be happy to tell us; "EXja’trush 


into seat - just think bow much 
passfon wffl have been built up 
by toe time you actually 
yes." But then we would rather 
bear that from the authors of 
Tte Rufax who, after afi, inform 
us tbty both have found the pec- 
fect maxL 

But these books pale into 
insignificance compared to toe 
publishing sensation of last 
year -The UuleBotdcof Calm 
by ^ul Wilson (bead of an ad- 
vertising ageoty in Australia) 
which contains profound qtoo- 
risms. such as: "Smfle, even 
when you don't feel like iL" And 
"Declare today a bolidayf This 
book had sold 600,000 cDpes by 
toe end of 1997 just to give us 
some cod comfc^ 

The reason why wc love toe 
BPS p^cbologists and toe self- 
help books is that they confirm 
wh^ we ourselves beUeve, mak- 
ing us feel more important for 
agreeing wito toe profcsaonals. 

1 hate to get up on hfondbys, but 
DOW I know that Sdence says 
I’m not the onfy one. Itfs a law. 
Everyone is happy. Ws get our 
prejudices cooked, and the 
learoed societies, theorists and 
anthors make mon^. 

But tins is all too eai^. It is 
apkJ^'mR attitude to life, a w^ 
of justifying whatever vk want 
by sdec^ toe right study or toe 
r^t booL Rather than aslang . 
your mother. Who aSba all will 
sometimes give you an un- 
palatable truth. At least, tiiat’s 
what 53 pec cent of surveys say. 






culture and become alcoholic 
jazz musicians; in more recent 
times. Bob holey’s glamour 
brou^t a posse of doped^up 
white xastidacians into being, 
christened affectionatefy "wig- 
gas”. These were people who 
wanted to esc^ dun, pre- 

dictable lives, and they would 
have been the same were they 
black, white or anything else. 
But now. ttougb the i^obal cul- 
ture’s icDos are maity-faued and 
racially diverse, one can’t help 
but tii^ that Afiica is out there 
leading the pack. 

The problem is that, as al- 
ways, things aren’t exactly.as 
th^ look; and it behoves a 
preacher - for that is wbat we 
columnists reaify are • to warn 
his flock of toe pitfalls that tie 
ahead. Let’s start with the most 
mundane of tasks: did you 
think twice before you last tied 
your tie? No you probably 
didn’L But if you're a black mao 
you may now start to have 
worries about acddentalty as- 
pbyxiating yourself, since no less 
an authority than Richard TUi, 
toe Director of toe Prison Ser- 
vice has kindly pointed out 
that you are susceptible to be- 
ing acddentalfy choked. It may 
of course that Rkbaid Tilt 
himself has some black genes; 
his remarks sound like the 
thoughts of someone who had 
suffered a sudden interruption 


of the flow of otygen to his 
brain. 

If you are a womamthere is 
unfortunatefy an equivalent 
problem. If you want to see a 
black woman cry, discuss toe 
hair problem. Natural or. 
pressed? Permed or straight? 
What rirength of conditioner? 
And have you ever noticed the 
attention that black women 
pay to the weather forecast? 
That is because being caught in 
a rain dxiwer with straightened 
hair is the equivalem to being 
dropped in the village pond; you 
look and feel ridiculous and no 
anxxmt of poise and dignity win 
sU^ that hair curling bade to its 
original state.Do oot be fooled 
by NaomL She makes it look 
easy, but eveiy follicle has tak- 
en years of pain and hours of 
grooming to reach toe shiny- 
soft nirvana, and to carry that 
spedal heavy swing that comes 
froD a fill! bead of African hair. 
I need not. I hope, repeat 
points made here before ^lout 
the difficulty of finding appro- 
priate makeup for black skin. 

Then there is the responsi- 


hility nf hningfiinto all ihc time. 
Europeans, being totally dys- 
ftmctional cannot gra^ just 
bow much effort goes into be- 
h^ h^. You have to learn a lan- 
guage that is constantly being 
refried so that nobody else 
understands iL; every time 
"they” learn the meaning of 
words like "wicked" and "24:7" 
we have to stop nang thern and 
invent something new. Other- 
wise no-one believes toat you're 
black, and pet^ie say cruel 
things like "You’re just like us, 
really”. 

Another variety of this - 
males only.- is toe desirability 
of being edgy and dangerous. 
Most of my black contempo- 
raries have spent years perfect- 
ing that mean, moody look that 
StyS "Don’t mess with me"; k's 
an art form, but like all art, it 
taires Hs tolL You cannot wa^ 
Blind Date or Friends and look 
mean and moody at toe same 
time. It isan inqxjssn^ty.soyou 
end up missing the fen, or else 
beiqg thought "not very Mack" 

( a curious e]q>res5ion, but one 
that people use all the time 
about someone who doesn’t 
quite fit their idea of what a 
black person should be like). • 

And finally there is the 
biggest problem about being 
blade once you 've stoned, you 
can tsmp. This is a one-way tick- 
eL And on this journey, if you 
want to join the club, you car- 
ry oB the baggage, you may be 
a chic black woman, but with 
the image comes an age-old 
suggestion of availability. The 
more accomplished you may be 
in athletics the more the picture 
posters paint you as u N^ar of 
litlie braia The more you seem 
streetwise, the stronger the 
odour of criminality. And of 
course it is precisely the whis- 
per of danger that attracts peo- 
ple who otoerwisc would live 
nice safe non-black tives. Thu 
wannabeblax are playing with 
fire. That's their bus'iness, but 
they do need to look deep into 
toe flames and work out wbai 
it is they are getting them- 
selves into. Be careful boys and 
girls; you never know what you 
might turn into. 





Leila 
4 months 
later 


IHlffTOER^F 


LeHa arrived in a desperate condition in one of our feeding centres in 
Burakaba, Som^ 

After 4 motdhs of (Rtenstve care, Lsiia 
regained her heaWi. 

There are many others like Leila, 
ft only fetes mcuife to sere a child’s tte in one of our emergency 

feeding centres. It only costs £24. 

Action Against Hunger starts with you. 
Credit Card Hotline 0171 242 5665 
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Monsignor Alfred Gilbey 
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“THE LAST thing I want.” 

said Alfred CiU>ey one eveoh^ 
afierdinner/Hstohaveanobit- 
uaiy about me saying wbat I did, 
lather than Miat I tiied to be.” 

Monsignor Alfred GUbqr 
was ]xobd^ the best-kncnui Fo* 
man Catholic priest in England 
duri ng the last quarter«centuiy. 
Indeed, it was precisely for 
what he was that he was so well 
known. For be did not just “act 

as** - in the pc^ular but distinctly 

non-Gilbeian phmse - Catholic 
phapiatn at Cambridge Univer- 

SQr lor 33 yeais. Rather, he WM 

tfe aicbe^pical Roman C a t ho lic 
Uotveisi^ chs|ilani for the Eng- 
land of the 19th centuiy. Spiri- 
tually and p^ologically he 
remained undetacbable from 
the late Victorian worid, es- 

pousinga brand of Catholicism 
that was Roman rather tban, in 

any way, ecumenical, and Eng- 
lish rather than, in wej way, 
Irish. That his death marks the 
end of an era is a didi£ that, for 
once, is literally true. 

Alfred Newman Gilbey was 
bom on 13 July 1901. lb have 

been bom a day befbre or a day 
after, as be himself was often lat- 
er to aver, would have been sin- 
gularb' inappropriate. For 12 
July is Orange Day. In com- 
metnoxatin^ as it does, the tri- 
umph of the Protestant King 
William of Orange over the last 
of the Smarts, it was anathema 
to Alfred GOb^. Fbr he was a 
passionate lover of the “old” 
Catholic idea of monarcby and 
its peisonification in the person 
and ideals of James II. Indeed, 
for htni, the latter was not the 
“last of the Stuarts” at all. ^ 
his redtoning, the “legitimist” 
line never died out and portnuts 
of “James UT, and even “Hen- 
ly IX” (Cardinal Duke of Yark) 
adorned the walls of Fisher 
House - home of the Catholic 
cbaplaincf - during his days at 
Cambridge. 

It would have been scarcely 
less convivial to him to have 
been bom (u 14 July, Bastille 


Day. For bis distal Cor an time 
was associated with the if in g a ^ 
“Liberty, Equality and Frater- 
nity” was unbounded. SiKdi dis- 
taste must be undeisiood within 
the context of late-19tb«entuiy 
papalism as represented, in 
particular, by Pius and 


“Modernism” in all its fbnns. 
The rot, according to this school 
of thou^t, had started with the 
French R^kition. Thus, not 
only was 'libeialism” condemned 
but so were “religions fceedom” 

and individual ri^ts of- con- 
science as then understood, 
that is, as imidyh^ tile pos^Mily 

of any legitimate opposition to 
Rome’s monopoly of the truth. 

The overturning of these 
notions at the Secc^ ^%tican 
Council in 1962 became the 
main ground for “traditional” 
Catholic resistance to ecumen- 
ism and an updated vision of tiie 
Church. GObey’s adherence 
bonever, to pie-Conciliar ideals 
endeared him to the world of 
England's “old Catholic &nii- 
lies”. Though not bom into 
this world himself, he became 
its most enduring hero. He 
represented the triumph of 
hope over experience for those 
who still longed for the “oon- 
veiskni of Ellwand” (back to the 
“one true foitb”) 

Alfred GUbey was brought 
up at the family home of Marie 
Hall near Harlow in Essex and 
was sent, in 1914, to what was 
then England's most fashion- 
able Jesuit school, Beaumont 
CoU^ in Old Wmdhor. He de- 
rived his vision of Catholicism 
prindpalfy from his mother, 
Maria Victoria de Ysasi, bora 
in the shetiy-productog town of 
Jerez-dfr^a-Fiontera. As he was 
later to put it, “She possessed 
the faith to the maxrow of her 
booes.” Heis, in other words, 
was that profriundly pious but 
blinkered reUgious outlook 
vtinch doistered such well-to-do 
Spaniards of from all 

Oth«?rd n>***bafi «nH <}bg * 



Gdbey: ^^ctorian oudook and uttramontane Catholicnm 


introduced this iotensefy Cath- 
olic atmo^here into every as- 
pea of daily U& at Mark Hall, 
wfatdbi was viated every week by 
a priest to say Mass and hear 
coofossioiia. Ifo was dressed in 
severe^ ^^ctoflan decical style, 
a circumstance which, though 
natural enou^ at the time, 
had a surprisiagly deep and 
durable effect on the inptes- 
sion^le young Alfred. 

The Engtishmaa witii whom 
Victoria Maria fell in love, 
Newman GQbey, was told by her 
motiier that he would be accept- 
able as a prospective son-in-1^ 
proviefed he became a Catholk. 
This be obediently did and dufy 
ht^vn^. a devout ptactitiooec. 


It was from him that Alfred 
derived his middle name, vrtiidi 
tucDedouttobeparticulaz^ ^ 
For it was the 19tii ceotuiy’s 
most famous Citthniic. “con- 
vert” - a word now dropped 
from official use supplied 
not only the name fiorOribrcTs 

jMrri>M>ri ng Caihrilir>hftplamry ^ 

the Newman Society, but alu 
the mam inspiration for vigor- 
ous Catholic pattic^patioain ter- 
tiary education. (T^ papal ban 
on English Catholics atieodmg 
univecsitywBs onty li^d m 1895, 
sizyeais befoe GiEbeywas bom.) 

During Gilbeys years at 
Beaumont, Jesuit edocatois in 
En gland still thnnght in tmms 
of the geeat post-Reformatiem 


counter-attad; speaiheadedfay 
their original predecessors, 
against l^testantlam (the 
“Coimter-Rfifonnation”). The 
other principal leitmotiv of 
their system was contemj^tion 
—as taken from the l^azxtiial Ex- 
ercises of their founder. St Ig- 
natius - of death, hell and final 
juidgement In a diapel eerily lit 
by a solitary bhie bulb (in case 
c^an-nid) ni^t pliers would 
. esdwitiiametfitatianonDeatiL 
. Theboyswouldthenwalkma- 

1 ^!Tirie in Awnfffwiwt fiMTTw 

dress m their cubicles^ behind 
tightly drawn curtains, while a 
' prefect read tire DePmJundis. 

From BeaufflonE, GHb^ 
went op, in 1920, to Ibnity Col- 
lie, Cambtid^ “saapmg”, 
in his own word, an indiffer ent 
d^ree in Modem History. This ‘ 
was due to no lack of Intelled 
on bis part, for he had a quick 

mind anH, itnHl in y 

teative memory fr>r past facts. 
The family’s distinguished con- 
nection with the wine trade 
made GObey a lifelaog lover and 
true (that is tnoderateily par- 
taldog) CQQmosseurafwme: but 
it could not, as a career, com- 
pete witfa what he was later to 
call “the sublime and awfiil 
of the priesthood”. 

He thus entered the Pontif- 
ical Beds College in Some m 
1925 and became a priest four 
years later. He was ordained 
“under his own patrimony”, a 
pririlege now discontinued,. 
Twiwirng that, as a man of in- 
dependent means, he was not 
subnet to azty diocesan bishop's 
jur^intioiL He could, had he 
so wished, have eig eyed the life 

a country gentleman in the 
“recusant” atmosphere of some 
old famity house. In- 

stead, after three years as sec- 
retaty to the bi^op of his 
adopted diocese (Breolwood), 
Dr Doubleday, he was ap- 
pomted cfa^tlain fo the CalhoGc 
undeigradiiates of Cambridge. 
This post was to last fbr33 years 
and to be his life's work, an im- 


mens^fruhhdoneas'apiiest ‘ 
He is s^ remembered af- 
fection a^ respect in Cam- 
bridge for his chann, urbanity 
and generous hoqritality. and 
for hL abflity to attract young 
men of the “xj^t kind” to 

T ftnman PanmTirigm. 

Is the Cambridge .of pi 
Thiities. the term “undergriul- 
uate” sqiplied to men only. 
Wbmen were not admitted to 
undeigrachiate status until 194& 
This was the tedmical reason 

for tile non-admission of Cathr ' 

plie (womra) “students” (tak- 
ing onty titular d^rees) to the 
life of Fisher Ifouse. Tlie Ox- 
ford ehapiaiivty j ofi tile Other 
as of the Second ^Vbxld 
became and remained 
“nuBsd”. The result was a thriv- 
ing social life, as a by-product 
of the pastoral fubetioo of the 
chaplaincy, prodoctive of many 
ha{^ friendsh^ and, in. the 
happiest cases of all. lifekxig it>- 
nances betw een OxfonTs Cath- 
olic young men and women. 

Until the end, however, 
GSbey ffiaintained hb opposi- 
tion to the admission of women. 
Theultimateieasonwashttit- 
jectUHx of the notion of “equal-' 
ity of the sexes” in tile modem 
sense of the word. He was 
stiODgty opposed to women, 
whether Catiiolic or not. being 
admitted to tiie umveasity at all 
The Monsignor (he became a 
“domestic pretoe” to the Rape 
in 1950), never fiiUy at ease hi 
femaig compaity, reigned, as 
cfaqalain in 1965 when it became 
oextain that Rsfaer House would 
open its doors to women un- 
detgraduates. He had. by tiien. 
completed exaetty 100 terms as 
chaj^ain. His final betpiest to 
the chaplaincy, and Cambridge 
is general, was the successful 
outcome of his untiring efforts 
is helping to save FiAer Kruse 
from the developers' buSdozer. 

His intense conservatism ' 
was reflected^ periiqs above an, 
in his liturgi^ tastet. He was . 
said to be a devotee of the “La- 


iinMasrf',buLb^»'*«l“P“** 


It aiistt from the etidnco^ 
giqjpgjitioa tiiat Mass hi Latin 

has been aboiisbed because of 
the teiotroduction of the more 
ancient tiaditioa of vernacular 
language far liturgical Wtadiqi.. 

What (fifieientiated Alfred 

• Gilbey from other post->&tican 
-D Catholic priests' was that he 
with Special per- 
mision frenn his Bishop, to 
s^ Mass in tiie fQnQ.fia6d by 
Pope Phis V after the Council 
of Ttent (hence “Ttidentuie”), 
complete witii all its medieval 
acaredoos and the novel theo- 
logical overtones theieot The 
“Uidentine” Mass is, neverthe- 
less, still passionate fevouxed 
by some Roman Catholics, be- 
ing die Mass, par eccdZiiTice, of 
the Coimtei>Refr»xnation and 
the shibboleth thereafter of 
anti-Protestant “orthodoiy”. 

Another notable Gilbeian 
characteristic was adherence 
to the deiical dress of another 
age. FOr everyday wean shovel 
hat, flyless breeches, doubie- 
waisted waistcoat and frock 
coaL Rv finmal oocasioiis: mooh 
signorial cassock witii colouifril 
allf cincture, pqring and em- 
bellisbments. When “robed in 

the saxtttuaiy”: waiered-silk pur- 
ple soutane, tasseUed cape and 
purple pompon to biretta. This 
was as mudi a protestation of 
his Victoiian outlook and 
“nJdamoatane” as 

a mere question cd siutorial 
pre feten c e . 

One of his pRMidest achieve- 
ments was his autboish^ - at 
one remove - of a small book 
called Bk Bsffeve (1983), a 
lengthy paraphrase ^ the old 
“pcrnity” catediisaLltwas com- 
piled by ftnu young friends 
uhA in his own wped^ “gave me 
DO peace until I a^e^ to have 
oty thon^its teCQsdetr. In 1992, 
foOowmg his 90th birthday, a 
second h opr essian appeared, 
and in 1993 Tfre CoWimevyifeee 
Book of UoKttgfW A^fredT. 


CabQ', a booh of his favourite 
extracts from literature. 

• lnMtyl995heni3dchisone 

and onty visit to the Ututed 
States to promote 
There he met Mother Angeli- 
ca, theccecntric telcvisioa nun 

whose views on the Onuch wm 

even more ultra-conservative 
than life own. He was inter- 
viewed by her on Htcrnol Word 
Ihleviaon. a network sponsored 
by rich lig^itAving American 

Chtbolics. He greats enji^ his 

and his success with his 
American audience was a per- 
fect example of his unfrifling - . 
old-world charm. The ease, f? 

moreover, with which be adapt- 
ed to late-20th'Century Asam- 
television was a revelation. 

' Gflbey Spent his last years in 
Che Ifevelleis’ Qub, in Pall 
MaU in London, stiU m ai n tai n- 
ing an acrive pastoral and social 
life and entertmnii^ witii bis fa- 
miliar generosity and Epicure- 
an flare. He said Mass es^ dsy 

at 7.30arD, usualty in the 
(R mmp tnn} Oratory, but some- 
rimaa in bis own private chapel, 
a privilege he enjoyed in his 
years of retirement This 
“diaper was a converted attic 
in the Ihiveflers' Club where the 
Blessed Sacrament was 
served” and the rosary redtetr ' 
every evening at seven. He also 
used it, with mspiralion from the 
valuable fiiniishiDgs and works 
of saaed art. for periods of 
private pixtyer and meditatioiL 
Alfred Cflb^ was a man of 
regular and moderate habits; of 
ei^^nce and charm; of wit and 
wisdom: of precision and con- 
tentment; of hdincss and spir- 
itual contentment. He was 
probably more widely loved 
than any Chtholic priest of 
modem times. 






.V 


Gerard Noel 


Newnton C3tb^ priest: bom 
HakH &sex OJufy I90t: oidanwd 
priat 1929; Ramon CaAoScOi^j * 
Cembiuga L/nhenity i932-65p “ - 

died Lonfon 26 March 1998.' * 


Daniel Massey 


TAU,, IfMTi flnri striking hand - 

some, with a laz^dly caresang 
voice, the versatile and enor- 
mously talented actor Darnel 
Massey displayed remarkabie 
range in a long and distin- 
guisbed career in fQm, televiaon 
and, primarily, theatre, both in 
New York, where he starred in - 
such shows as She Loi'es Me 
(1963) and Tukfeg Sides (1995), 
and Itondon, where his work 
embraced plays classic and 
modern, revues and musicals. 

The son of the ftunous Cana- 
dian actor Raymond Massey 
and the actress Adrienne Allen, 
and the godson of Noel Cow- 
ard, be was boro in London in 
1933 and educated at Eton and 
King's College, Cambridge 
(where he acted with the uni- 
versity's Footligbts Qub). After 
two years in the Scots Guards 
he decided to follow in his par- 
ents' footsteps, appearing at the 
Connaught Theatre, Vfortimig, 
in Agatha Ouistie’s Peril at 
End House. He made his Lon- 
don debut at the Cambridge 
Theatre in 1957 with an out- 


standing performance as a 
gaudie young American aris- 
tocrat in The Htq}piest MSUian- 
one. a deli^tftil ocmic portrayal 
which earned the cheers of 
first-ni^itets and rave reviews. 

The same year, be made bis 
adult screen ddbut (as a boy be 
had had a role in Coward's In 
BTttch Serve) in (Tofe 0 Sen 
and the follow^ year he dts- 
played his song and dance abfl- 
ity in the revue Lfvfeg for 
I^asure starring Dora Bryan 
(who named her oldest chQd, 
adopted during the run, after 
him). One of the show's high- 
lights was Masses smooth 
retufition with Janie Marden of 
the Richard Addinseli/Arthur 
Macrae duet “Love Ybu Good, 
Love You Right”, and it led to 
the starring role in the Rhlf 
Mankowitz muacal Mhhr Me..4n 
Q9kr(19S9). Withastylidityrrit- 
ty performance as Charies Sur- 
fece in John Gielgud's lerival of 
The Sehoed for Scandal at the 
Haymarieet in 1962. Mass^ 
demonstrated bfe versatility, 
and tfarou^KMit his career would 


prove equally adept in muricals, 
dramas, comedies and dassics. 

In 1963 in New York he cre- 
ated the role of Georg, the 

young -oilagnan mndnfting a 
pen-pal romance with, un- 
kiun^gty, his own shop assis- 
tant colleague (Barbara OxA), 
in the musical She Loves Me, 
now r^atded a dasac though 
it initially ran for onty nine 
months. “When we came to the 
last performance,” said Massey 
later, “1 cried right throu^ 
the show . . . perhaps because 
it is so rare in one’s woik that 
one can persuade oneself you 
say. Hey, that was good.' ” 

He returned to London to 
play Mark Antony in Julius 
Caesar (1964) at the Royal 
Court, t^n starred in Nefl- Si- 
mon's cometty Barrfoot in the 
Park (1965), as C^tam Ab- 
solute in The Bhals (1966) and 
Jade Wbithing in The Impor- 
tanee of Befrtg Earnest (1967). 

He returned tomnsk^with 
(1972) in London and a 
stage version of the film Gip 
(1^) inNewYbde. though nei- 


tfaer was a great success. Spo- 
radic film ^ipeaiaiices induded 
The Entertainer (19GQ) sad MoB 
Flandas (1965), and in 1968 his 
performance as his own godfe- 
thex Noel Coward in Star!, the 
jSlm biography of Gertrude 
Lawroioe, was indisputabty the 
best thing about the fQm. win- 
ning turn a Goldexi Globe Amid 
as Best Supporting Ac^, phis 
an Oscar nominatioa Coward 
himself wrote after seeing it, 

Daniel Masiey wai ezodknt as me 
and had the sense to give ao im- 
presston oTme niher dm try to 
icate me. He was taedess enough to 
siu better than 1 do, hut of eowse 
wimoat my special maidiies dianni 

In fact, Massey both sang 
well and purveyed a lot of 
rfiarm, and had the film been 
more successful it mi^t have 
led to more prolific screen 
woriL Instead, be concentrated 
on the theatre where his lyttOD 
Strachey in Peter Luke’s 
Bloemrijury (1974), and Othd- 
Ut in KnniD^am (1976) and a 
memorable Rosmer in Ros- 
menhobn (1977) found him 
sucoessftilty tadd^ weightier 


roles. Joining the National 
Theatre, he played in The Ptd- 
ianderer (19!i9), Theffypochon- 
driac (1961) and woo the Swee 
award as B^ Actorfiar his J(tim 
Thnner in Shaw’sAfmt and Sur 
permm (1981). 'Bvo seasons 
with the Royal Shakeqieare 
Company (1983-84) indoded 
works by Shakespeare, Saroyan 
(77ie Tone of Tfrur Ufa) and 
Ocarrvilfe Badcer (Bhfte). “The 
Shaws, the Sbakespeaxes and 
tire Chekhovs are meat and 
drink to me,” Mass^ stated. 

the ambiguities in roles that 
are so inqxirtanL” In 1987 he 
played Che tortured hero Ben in 
the London production of J^- 
UeSf introducing a new songwiit- 
teafbr tocfaaiacterby Stephen 
SoDdbeim, “Mate the Most of 
Tbur Music”. 

Massey’s own private life 
bad its tiiw of anguitiL His par- 
ens divorced when be was six, 
and his mother, a noted beau- 
ty and a major star, gave 
tei^ parties but was cold to 
hiTTi- Mass^ later described 
her as “an evil woman, a p^- 


diopath” com paring hereax)- 
tionaliy with Myra Hindleg 
such criticun] totalty estranged 
him from his actress aister 
Axma. (“It’s not Anna’s, it’s aty 
proble^” he woitid admiL) 
Massey did not see his mother 
for the last lOyeanofberlife 
and did not go to her foneraL 
In the nud-Fifiies he married 
the actress Adrienne Corn (his 
mother refixsed to attend the 
wedding). “Wb were agonfe- 
ingty incompatible but we had 
an extraordinaiy physical at- 
ttactioD,” be stated. The tem- 
pestuous maniage ended in 
1968. and after another rela- 
tionship iriiidi produced a son, 
Paul, be maizied tiie actress 
Bendope WStoo, with whan he 
had a daughter Alio& After his 
divorce from WiltOQ, be fonned 
a relatiasih^ wfth beryounger 
sister Lhuty in l^r tim same 
year be started an uldmatety 
snccessfbl course of p^efao- 
tberapy to combat acute de- 
pressfoo. Later he and Lnidy 
manded, but in 1992 hfessey was 
riiagnna^ With Hod^tin's dis- 


ease. With typical wit and 
diaim he Jolo^ about it: “If 
^raVe got to have a scsious ill- 
ness. thatfs the one to be- 
cause it’s gBt-«t-abte”,A^ he 
successfully fbu^t it off with 
diecDotherapy. retutniiig to the 
stage with an aedaimed per- 
fbanance as Wnhehn FUrt- 
wani^, the conducts of the 
Bedin Philhaimoaic during the 
Third Reich, in Ronald Har- 
wood's Takt^ Sides (1995), 
which raised the questioh of 
the ambjvalent conductor’s 
motives in pla 3 dng for Hitler’s 
r^ime. 

After the London run. 
Mass^ want to Broadway with 
the pl^. for what was sadty to 
be his last theatriciil triiiTrip ti 

Tom Vhllanoe 


Danid Raymond Massey oaor bom 
London 19 October I9J3; monied 
firft Adrienne Corn (monioge rib- 
sofved f968D,(Dneson!),5eoGvidPme- 
tope (orw dbujgtef; nionii^ 

tSssolve^, dtinl Undy Wfton (two 
stepdaughters); died London 25 
March 1998. 



Massey in Mfoste, 1985 
PhotojpafA: Huiton Getty 


Birthdays 

TOCMK Queen lapid oCDenmirk, 
88; Mr Gordon Ad^ MEP, 64; Lord 
ADerdice, leader of the Alliance 
nurty of Northern Ixeland, 43; Mias 
Roseniuy Ashe, opecatic soprano, 
45; Sir Dirk Bof^ude, actor and au- 
thor. 77; The Hon George Bruoe, 
portrait ^ bBuken paiuer, 68; Mr 
Steve Bull, footballer, 33; ProCcMr 
Lord Sutterlield, former Master, 
]>iiraiiig CNlei^ Cuabtidge. 78: Sir 
Bohen Clarke, Thainea 

Whier, 69; Sir Richard former 
artistic director. Royal National 
Theatir. 55; Mr James Hawley, 
Lord-Lieutenant for Staffaidddre, 
Ol: Pmfessor Peter Hennes^, con- 
lemporaiy bbtonan, 51; Mr E^»er 
HcmvelL fcunKr Principal, London 
University, 62; Lord Hatdmsoo of 
LuUingian QC fonner Rtxorder of 
lbeGawnG»^85:LindliiddLoan- 
suhani on iwdal and politial aEhin, 
63: Mr Nea Kinnock, former MP, a 
Member of the Ennpeao Commis- 
swn, 56: Mr Rqnnond iJster. aitsi 
and adbor, 79; Martin Ncaiy, Or- 
ganki and Maiider of the Otoristeis. 
Wcstminsier Ab^. 5^, Mr MUiad 
IkifciiMOO, television radio pre- 
senter. 63; ^ Derek Roberts, 
Rnwost, UnNasity Loodoo, 
66; Rtofiasor Menon Sandler, dtem- 
teal pathologist. 7% Sir Jete Siqdien- 
son. fonner Lord Justice of Appeal, 
88: Mr Ridtard Stilgoe, entertainer, 
brieist and muaeian, Mr Peter 
WhDOC-SiEWeO, fonner elmiiman, 
S.G. Wubuxg, 63. TcmOlUtOVIf: 
Sit Rey Bektaao, a Lord Jtstke of 
Appeal, 73; Mr Ridiaid Ro(^ 
Bennett, oosnposer, 62; Mhs Jennifer 
Capriati tennis player, 22; Mr 
Bernard Davey, weather fareeaster, 


SS; Profossor Janes 
scholar, S4; Sir WtUiarnDtigdale, di- 
rector and ghairman, Geneial Util- 
ities, 76; Miss Julie Goodyear, 
actress, 5% Mte Margaret Howard, 
broadcaster. 60; Mr Eric Idte, actor 
and eomeiSan, % Kfr Jack Jonm, far- 
mer trade union leader, 8S; Irira 
SbetU Khzfager, social anthropolo- 
gist and biim educator, 69; Sir 
Arthur ifnWt* fooner ehatnuan. 
GautanktefihMfas ^^via Law, town 
planning teteaidier, 67; Sir Patrick 
Lawre n c B . di i d ii n an, En te rpr is e 
hire C^tal Hust, 70; Mr John Ma- 
te MB fonner Prime Minister, SS; Sir 
Hugh NeQI, former Lord-Lieuttiuat 
for South Ybrls, 7^ Sir John Pud, 
former Govenior^OeQecal of the 
BabatttU, 82; Mr Cbapman Pmdier, 
joumaSst. 84; % John Bead, former 
chairman, TSB Group, ^ Miss 

Flora Reyookh, Direciar, QnmcB for 
the hotection ^ Rural England, 40; 
Mr Laurence Robertson MP, 40; 
Lord Ross, ChainnaD, Jndieia] Stud- 
ies Commitiee. Scotland. 71; Mr 
Keith Simpson MP, 49; Miss Anne 
Sfoddart, dteomat, 61; Mr John 
SuGfaet. teterMoD reporter and new^ 
caster. 54; Lord Ibbbit, fbetnerMP. 
67; Sir Jtriin Mtoe, pbannaeolosisc 
and Nobd prizewinoer, 71; Ibe 
Rev James WeadierbeBd, Qi^lain 
to tile Queen m Scotfonl ami former 
Modeiatorof the Getteral Assenddy 
of the Church of Scotland, 67. 


gmia Stejdm). author and critic, 
1941; Set^i ^Aalievieta Radunani- 
nov. conqioser. 1943; Dvvigbi David 
Ehenbower. general and statesman, 
1969; Marc OiagaH, panner, 1985; 
Eugtee Ionesco, fdaywii^ 1994. 
On this day; the Spanish CM Whr 
ended. 1939; the last Gemias V2 
rodeet fell on Briiatn, 19^; “Radio 
Caroline’' to txansmh from a 
^ in the North Sea, 1964. Todqr 
is the Feast Day of St Gontramnos 
or Gontran a^ St Tot3o. TO- 
MORROVIft Births Sir Edwin 

Landseer Lutyens, aidtitect, 1869; Sr 
Willfctni Thiw 'Writon. composer, 
1902. Desalts Thomas Cbram, pMl- 
anthtopist, 1751; Emanuel Sweden- 
borg (Svedbeig), seientisc and 
p^iosopbee, 1772; Robert fhlcon 
Scott, Arctic explorer, 1912. On 
riib ray: the last US tnxps left ^t- 
nam, 1973. Tocnomw is the Feast 
of Sands Aimogastes, Masculas, 
Admuams and Sanrus, St BertiiQld, 
St Cyril of ffoUopolis, St Gundleui 
or Wook), St Gvriadys, Saints Jonas, 
^ndnmus and St Mark cd 
Aiethnsa and St Rupert of Salzburg 


Lectures 


Anniversarfes 

TODAY: Births St Ihtesa of Avi- 
Iv Cssmetiie nun. ISIS; Maxim 
GoiM (Akad Maxancwich Frdibov), 
novelty 1868. Dratha: Modest 
Petiovicb Mnsoiggfcy* composer, 
1881; Vii|M I^foolf (Adeline Vir* 


TODAY 

Victoria and Alb er t Huseum: 
Alex Ba±, Tioneeis in Desmn at the 
Himof the 19ihaDd20ihGBntinfGs“. 
230pin. 

National Portrait Calery: Criin 
Pmnqr and Katte dttity, “W.B. 
Yeats and Maud Gonne: the golf of 
love*. Spa, 

TOMOIROW 

Ibto GaHery: Lanreooe Bndbmy, 
“PicBSSO's Green feznx: multiple 
meanings'’. 2J0pin. 


A w n iwm ewi iuius far BfflTHS. NAH- 
MAGE5 « DEATHS (MrUn, Adep> 
MarriagH, Deaths, Hemor la l 
•wvJem, VtfhddhHr ■iwihmriai’les, la 

Mwnoriam) AouB ba sane in wridac 

Co the Gianaa 6Aar, The I n de pa a. 


London EM 5DU telephonad to 0171- 
293 2011 erfaMod se 0171493 20n,and 
■ra danri at £4,50 a Ino (WT one^ 
OTHBtCaaai wai Bia wn si ei BWiC 
he SMbmtCMd En wrWng and are 
chaiged at 410 a OM, telTeawB. nsMB 
tedude e da ylhwa ta l ap h owe nwidtor. 


Oianginf of the Gimcri 
Taomntelhirtnoafcllyi iWiUlirawt 

■M «• OMV Ub CM ■ thn* eM>*. 

IbMiar - - - 


iriiiij ihi ttea I imh its aiaai anlte llw 

ijfcOBnewiiwCMiSMOim 


FAITH & REASON 


Our universities are now temples of Mammon 


Time, argued Cardinal 
NeMTiarv is integral to a 
proper education, ft is the 
one thing toda/s students 
are not allowed, says 


Mar^prrt Atkins 


YOU CANNOT serve God and Mam- 
mon. say^Jesus in Matthew’s Gospel, 
and then gpes on to urge his disciples 
Dottowony about tomorrow, forXSod 
win dotbe than as he does the inks eed 
jEeed them as be does tiie EpBcrows. Tbs 
might seem a pfece of religfousideal- 
wmffgiperience didn’t fittest that we. 
are losing cairentiy our grip on 

xcality. More than ever before, our so- 
ciety is oomxoned by tiie pursuit of 
w iwirii_ RnmqpQiimscfence.frMnmed- 
idne to muai^ every activ^ is dcminalsd 
byprofifsand aodhs; and each of us, pec- 
foree, is beooffifflg a mini-accoimtaDL 
^ are UviDg in a paper world, where 
inattem fe Duotoem aito doaixnen& 
rather than real events and real pttple. 
By serving Mammon, we are er ewtmg ' 
awodd diat isfictionaL 

Let me ilhistrate witfa a topical ex- 
anqde: student fees. die laa decade 
or so, poli^ in higher edneation has 


been driveo by economic imperatives. 
A bealtlQ' economy needs loB of grad- 
uates, we ere told. Therefore the num- 
ber of students has been doubled. But 
students ere expe nsi ve: tbeiefore tb^ 
must pay their own fees. 

Bat DO one aate the real questions: 
wtiiat do actual stndents in actual uni- 
versities actaalty do? How does learn- 
ing work? Codsequentty. no one bas 
noticed the most impoc^t feet about 
student fees; tb^ prevent, students 
from bemg nodents. The process fe al- 
ready wefl under wity. Outride Oxford 
and CkmbcidgB, themajadiyofstDdenis 
mi debate pffi riwoifr diiringtMmirm**, 

and mazty, if not mos^ are effective 
studying part-thneJ The biggest single 
obstacle to getting students to Study is 
that the 7 donDtbavethetinie.M 6 m- 
whii^ polxy^makms mutter riwut lorn 
of f^lic confidence, and impose yet 
moredraconiaiimecbodsofstaiidaid- 
isatioiL hfore numbos, niare paper, and 
less reality. 

One man who toou^deeptyabout 
the true laspore of mirvezsitkswas J(to 
Henry Newman. $oon after hfe modi 
pubUefeed cooveisioD to Catholkasm in. 

1845, he was asked, to bdp. found a 
Cktbotic uruvority in Dol^ The com- 
plex worid of frishsocialaDditil^ous 
politics forced him to thodr sobtty on 
many issues: the relation of red^ion to 

leariiiwg, the differeoce berawen pro-. 


fesswnal tTrining and liberal education, 
ttevalneofleamniglbr its own sake. 
Newman's vision was profbundty in- 
fluential fornx)st of our own oentuzy. 
'Broideasweiegudal: first, the pri. 

maiy pinpose of a iBuveisity is not relt- 
gioD^ normora^ Doreoooomic; Students 

study ffi Gcdm to leant bow to tinnk dear- 

ty. ib Newman a heal% intellect was 
as obviou^ worth having as a healti^ 
body. It was valuable in hselt for the 

indNidual and far the cmrimnnh y 

Secaadty.Newmantbougfatrarefiilty. 
about bow young people actnalty learn. 
He realised that formal lectures could 
onty p^y a Ihnhed role; for 

mature 

leatshigfe not smpty passwe. Students 

need to tesL to e^loie. to mtexrelate 
new' 


best in infotmal debate, both ai nfm g 

tbemsdves and with their tutors. That 
is how they mate learoing their own. 

\Us are quietty ri>andociing both of 
Newman'si^insigfats. Education feno 
lon^ valuable for itsd^ but to Ttmin- 
monqr. And infrcmal learning has 

been imdeoxuned by the students' ladt 
of free time frjT discussion. Their edu- 
cation fe. therefore becoming steadity 

more passive and medianistic; tb^ are 

le a rnin g to confbnn, but not to thmir 
^ axe turning - universities into 
gradUate-fectoxies; because we have 

narrowed onr faiiman goals until all tiiat 
matters b mooty. Ai&oi^ Newman 


believed that the ultimate purpose of 
life was serving God, he knew that re- 
l^n leaves space for independent 

goods such as uDdeisiaiiding. Mammon. 

however, demands total control. The 
univeirities are redefined as business- 
es, and we forget wl^ we wanted them 
in the first place. 

A balanced virion of human flour 

idling would allow us to criticise the svs- 

tern realistically. It would also enable 
us to appreciate genuine improve 
^nts. Wider access has opened the 
doors of univeiriUes to some fine 
mature students. They bring to ihcir 
. studies enthusiasm, independence 
commitment, and a dear sense of whC 
they are stndying. They know that a 

^Mberornot they 

Lent fe a time in which Christians 
paiTO to ask what reaUy matiera ^ 

festii^ and aiming fon* m 

TaasMntterele of money inonrh,« 
God to the centre, 

Iflrerate ourselves into a laroep 

^ddbwhkhlnnnanbd.^:^-^ 
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Broker provides a welcome boost for Reuters 


MARKET REPORT 



PETER THAI LARSEN 


KEClBIS has not lad a good 
time so fc in 1998 . Jnstlhtee 

monfe into the yew, the fi- 
naociai infonna^ gianl's 
shares have taken a pmo- 
meHix^ V^jOe ihematlro^ hag 

soared to new hi|^ Rfiuieis* 

Hmres have gone in the op- 
pos&BcStecti^ 



deman d fortiau^and itocu- 

rate infoimadoii, the thoBgJs 

of ocdlapai^ Japanese banks 
imndii^ back aS zbeiir Ifeuzeis 
terndnals was enoii^ to give 
most investors the jio^ 
Then R eu te is w a s hit by al- 
legations that it had stedesin- 
fonnation from arch-rival 
Koombog and inooiporaied 
it in scitware used for 
amdysmg bonds. A Federal 
Gi^ Jmy in New \bifc is cur- 
rently investigating the 
efafttges. While the compaiqr 
tnaTntainr d aaoiy aignef in. 
vestOKS tan for the Idb, and the 
shares briefly tooriied a two- 
year^tMT^t^ 


In lecem weeks, however, 
tbestodcffladcethasbeeQ Gtfc- 
nigajDKK oooridered view of 

Retiiei3L And the ooo^iaay 
was pven awefeooae boost yes- 
mB^ntaeosttKkbrokerDis- 
doer Kkimvort Benson 
' riqqped a btj leooannendatiaa 
onfoed ar e s^ ataigei price 
■of 750|k The shares proayi^ 
juny ed to 644.^. 

DKB aqpres (hat fears of 
riomk^gcts^ntesaieover- 
Stated, b Rentes to o- 

pand as the market for 
fiaandalmfininatkincaasoG- 
' dase^«fafleaew]nodBct8win 
bOQri sales. The broker fim- 
casts that profit gtowfli over die 
nest flve yeas wiB average 
about 11 per cenL While the 
IS isvestigarioD remains a 
wony, the broker eqiects 
Rentes cootmoe crearipg 
s i g n ifi c ant Aarehtrftfervahie.'^ 

Hie niatket staged a half- 
hearted recoveay yesteid^ 
after a week of drift. Bid wUle 
Fexitae was brie^ shoiring a 
71-pO(Dt it was drag^ 

bad: by a fafi <»i Wall Street 


and ended die diQr up a mod- 
est 33.7 po^ at 5^93. The 
midc^ and snaOcap indices 
also pasted ^ight gains.. 

&st perflmner In the 
Footsie was BRUton, the 
metals groopiduefa has had a 
torid time since joining the 
stod: market ax 22i0p last Som- 
mer. News that Vtaeaneb is 
revivii^ pgaas to seQ its sure- 

TDD ID 

vAkfa ^Stoo has diowB an 
terest, hdped revjw invests' 
mterestslThe shares doeed op 
9Sp al IdSJ'p. 

Adveitisii^ outfit More 
Group. sAidi agreed to a 
lQ30p-a-share bid fioffl US 
g^ Clear Channel Oesunu- 

fitf-ari/wc laMf mftnfX, soaxcd 

93L^ to 18 Reach rival 

JC Decain amvMinepA that ii 
was oonsiderii^ o counter^ 
at a “meaningful premiuffl'' to 
Clear Chants offer. More 
Group adrised sharehc^deTs to 
t^ no actkxL BSboaid group 
Maiden, vdiich reports results 
ou Monday, added 22.5p to 
406p in sympathy. 


Sports retadler JJ[B Sports 
ended its recent slide, houne- 
ing 3Sp to 670p. The shares 
were 8Z15p a neeks a gn. 

MobQe phone operator 
Orange continued to dide 
amid suggestioos that SBC 
Warburg had been nnabte 
fully to place the 16 per cent 
slate d bought from British 
Aerospa g yesterday. Now that 
the sale fna taken place several 


Share Spotlight 

itnptk8.pinci 

850- 


^"'Sports 



AS8J J ASOND J FM 


brokers have inrned negative 
on the stock. The shares, 
bouj^i by Wuhisg for 39bp. 
closed down at .’is^ 

Next also continued to 
suffer frixn yesterdsy's profit 
warning, giving up another 
9p to settle at S^p. 

Rncal finned Ip to a 12- 
mooih of 33(y on a hi^ 
recommendation from Hcn- 
dcTSon CYostfiwaite. The 
stockbroker calculates that, 
oncunent valuation^, Raealh 
telecoms arm is worth £60l)m 
-valuing the rest of Racal at 
just £340itk That value should 
be crystailised when the tele- 
coms business is floeied in the 
next Ift months. Sir Ernest 
Harrison. Racal‘s diainnan, 
bas alruady twice puQcd off the 
trick of releasing value from 
the cumpany by demerging 
moMe operator Vodaltoue and 
sccuri^ group Chubb. 

Peisistent bid chatter and 
expectations of good first- 
quarter figures, due out next 
week, pushed \^>dafone 9j> 
higher to 602p. 


GenodCriilefixDeddpto 

15.15poaaiggcriiQBli«Bvd 

cable operator %le«e«. 2p 
bertcf at 94.^ wi* ^ooi to 
uMe a £ 600 n bid for the oMn- 
pany. The group ha* alre^ 

been holding dj g niw i n i is with 

NTL, the UKbasedodde firm 
which is qitoted os Nasd^^ 


printing and marketing ser- 
vices, leapt 294p to 3225p as 
Pbocobitkm, die photograph- 
ic and printing serrioes gro^ 
annonneed ttet h had bought 
a 2.9 per cent stake and might 
makeabid. 

ftinted eimut beard 
maker PicstwiA was dumped 
1 7p to 3Sp as it annouiioed that 
Hd talte had been lermhiated 
and that due to deliyed ^ 
off of contracts fitan major 
cnsifltnexs. it was indiiig*1>e- 
hiw market eiqwctations'*. . 

Lady in Leimc; operaimg 
women-oniy health clubs, 
junqied 21^ to 217.^. The 

shares. ba\e nxned frtxnbriow 
13Clp since the beghmingof the 
year. 


TAKING STOCK 

ROliALJEIXY group Regfam 
ji[gfpeA 3 . 2 Sp lo li^> US 
nvimltDg grenv Tru-Vantage 

I p ^j T gadn M L^idi 
jp ff t a M ms fa direct response, 
dedfoiife and network 
mariirafaigi wiU take over the 
and dbtribotion of 
products in the US. 
lb pay Ibr the deal, it has 
j^ed to subscribe to 
1428,200 new shares in 
. imgtaaatl^eadi. 

XMAMOND caqplorcr Fetam 

IMMoads Jnmqped dp to 
123 ip on AIM. It has signed 
a joint TCDtnie wife C o rt od i a n 
o^doinadoa company AC 
Energy to explore and 
dev o i d riuee diamond 
^giKiessiaiis In Angola. ACE 
if puttlDg np Steh freeing 
Petra to sp^ more on its 
xcnaUiV coBcesrions. 

jRANCTftS, the Scottish 
fooebaO dnb, held at 380 p on 
Ofe& In a safes of 

tmisactioiis chairman David 
Murray has bon^t 29,300 
shares, at prices between 
350 p and 380 p, taking his 
stake 10 60.88 per cenL 


^ ' HWI law »*dk met a«TH nscMh 
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Founders of Computacenter could be worth iQSOm 

each as company prepares to cash in on 

soaring demand for UK information technology shares 


Computer 


giant lines up 


£1 bn float 


By Peter Thai Larsen 


COMPUTACENTER, one of 
Britain's largest information 
technology companies, is 
preparing to join the Stodc Ex- 
change's booming IT index in 
3 fiolation which would value 
the group at around Elba. 

The compaiqr has appomted 
Goldman Sachs, the US in- 
vestment bank, to handle the 
flotation. It is expected to con- 
firm the move within the next 
ievr weeks. 

A flotation would make 
Computacenter’s two founders 
among the richest men in the 
country. Philip Hulrae, the 
chairman, and Peter Ogden, a 
director, each have a 27 per cent 
stake in the company which 
would be worth at least £2S0m. 

Computacenter, which dis- 
tributes and installs computer 
systems for Large corporate 
clients, has no need to raise any 
new money. The company has 
been consistently profitable and 
has funded most of its growth 
internally. 

However, it is keen to pro- 
vide a market for the shares hdd 
by its employees. About 700 of 
group's 3.000 employees 
own 17 per cent of the compa- 
ny between them. A stock mar- 
ket Usting would also allow the 
group to provide the rest of its 
workforce, which has e^qianded 
rapidly in recent years, with 
share options. 

Moreover, it would give an 


opportuniQr for Computacen- 
ter’s financial backers to exit. 

Apax and Eoceign & Colo- 
nial, the venture capital firms, 
have long-standing sharehold- 
ings of 22 per cent and 7 per 
cent, respective^. 

With a valuation of Elba, 
Computacenter would be 
largest flotation of a UK infor- 
mation technology co mpany to 
date. ICL, the J^ianese-awaed 
group which will be valued at 
£13ba-£2bn when it comes to 
the market, is not planning to 
float until the year 2000. 

Computacenter would also 
become one of the largest com- 
panies in the Stock Exchange’s 
fledgling IT sector. The largest 
compai^ in the sector is Misys. 
The software ,which nar- 
rowly missed out on joining the 
FTSE 100 index eariier this 
month, is worth £3 Abn. The in- 
dex indudes ftnir other com- 
panies which are currently 
worth more than £lbn - Serna, 
Logica, CMC and Sage. 

The introduction of the sec- 
tor has generated a huge 
amount of interest in IT stocks 
from fimd managers, who have 
driven up share prices to record 
levels. Since the Stock Ex- 
change annonneed ht the be- 
ginning of December that it 
planned to launch, the sector, 
shares in the index’s five largest 
constituenis have risen by an av- 
erage of almost SO per cent. 

'^uadons have also risen 
rapidly. Software and seivices 
companies now regularly trade 


on price-eamings ratios of be- 
tween 30 and 40. This is partly 
the erosion of the discount that 
UK-based IT companies have 
traditionally suffert^ compared 
to their US counterparts.* How- 
ever. valuations of IT services 
companies such as CMC and 
Serna arc now h^er than sim- 
ilar firms in the US, prompting 
fears among some investors 
that any small setback would 
send share prices tumbling. 

Computacenter bas grown 
rapidly by setting itself up as 
*‘one-stop-diop*' to supply com- 
panies with all their computer 
needs. It counts a third of the 
countries 1,500 largest compa- 
nies as its customers. 

The last reported figures, for 
the year to December 1996. 
show that Computacenter made 
a pre-tax profit of £34m on sales 
of£880m. 

Although 1997 results have 
yet to be published, th^ are ex- 
pected to du>w that profits 
grew to £45m on tnrncfver of 
about £lbn. 

Computacenter is benefitii^ 
from the growing complexiiy of 
computer systems and in- 
crea^ demand for suppliers to 
help install products. 

Rather than simply suppty 
benes, the conqiai;^ now also of- 
fers value-added service and 
training which aDow it to com- 
pete on factors otimr than price. . 

Margins have risen shari^ ' 
in recent years and, at 5 per 
cent, are well above the indus- 
try avera^ 



Decaux 
joins chase 
for More 


'By Keiiy BeMffdd 


Clean swee: The fhials of the Exco/Dow Jones Broomball contert at Broadg^ ke rink 


in the City yesterday 


Photograph; Emma Boam 


Mahon bank to be sold 


Lea Paterson 


GUINNESS MAHON - one of the oldest 
names in British bankmg - is set to be sold to 
Investec, the South Aftican bank, for around 
£100m. 

The deal ruses the spectre of job cuts at the 
.two organisations, particular^ at Henderson 
Ciostbwaite, Gmnoess Mahon’s stodduoker, and 
Carr Sheppards, Investec's stodEbrokiag ana. 

The 6a^ of Yerfeofaama (BoY), Gumoess Ma- 
hon’s Japanese parent, announced yesterday it 
was in “^urive nitrations'’ with Inve^ec over' 
the sale. David Rotter, Guinness Mahon’s chief 
executive, said he expected the two parties to rign 
an agreement *imndneiit^, probabfy some time 
next week”. Mr IPotter and fais opposite number 
at Investec cdebiated last night at a champagne 
reception at Guinness Mahon’s offices. 

Bernard Kantor, group managing (Urector at 
Investec, said the acquisition of Guinness Ma- 
hon would allow his company to achieve "a crit- 


ical mass” in key banking and broloi^ markets. 
He added the purchase would add both an in- 
stitutional brokmg and a corporate finance 
business to his bank. 

One of the main areas of oveilap between the 
two groups is in stockbroking, and neither Mr 
Potter nor Mr Kantor ruled out the possibility 
of job losses. Mr Potter said some areas of the 
two groups needed to be integrated, and that ai^ 
process ^ rationalisation would be done “qm- 
etly, gently and in a professional way”. 

The banks did not disclose Gumoess Mahon’s 
price tag, although sources dose to the deal said 
the price was Iflcely to be around £l00m. 

li^ Potter dedfoed to discuss his likely role 
within the new organisatioa. “YVe have a lot of 
woiktodo ...there win be more atmouDcemeots 
in the coming weeks,” he said. 

Investec is to buy the i^tire Guinns Mabon 
grotq),mduding its stake in Guinness Fli^tHam- 
bro Asset Management, a joint venture with 
Hambros. It is not yet known whether Investec 
will also seek to bi^ Hambios’ stake. 


THE advertisiiig iodustiy was 
thrown into turmoil yesterday 
after France's JC Decaux an- 
ooimoed'plans to trump Qear 
fThannel ' Communication’s 
£46&a tod for More Group, the 
leatfing plagmr in the UK out- 
door advertiring marksL 

More Group’s share price 
sui^ almost 10 per cent after 
New Decaux, a subddiaiy of 
Decaux SA, announced it had 
‘’ai^ffoadied More Giotq) to ior 
fbraitthatNewDecauxiscoa- 
sidenng making an qEBbi”. More 
Groi^ made headUnes earlier 
tiiis month when it agreed to a 
cash bid ftom Qear Channel, 
the US media giant, that sent 
share prices up 23 per ceoL 

Qear Chaimers offer was a 
25 per cent premium on More's 
previous share price. At the 
time, indusby analysts called tile 
bid a ’’full and fair.” Roger Ru- 
ly. More’s chief executive, said 
tiiat should an offer better than 
dear Channel’s be put on the 
tabl^ it would be considered. 
’’Our job is to maximise share- 
holder value..Our shareholders 
would have never forgiven us if 
we would have turned Qear 
Channel down.” At the time of 
the deal, Mr Fany was quoted 
asssQnng the deal was at a ‘Tuige 
premium. ^ just couldn't say 
no.” 

Yesterday he said had yet to 
be contacted by Decaux 
a bit mystified \sf the whole 
thing. Fve literally not had a 
phone call” Anal^ said any 
offer by Decaux for More would 
run into immediate regulatory 
diffiadties. ’Aqydealprobabh' 
won't wash with r^nlators 
vriien you look at Decaux’s 
family tree,” LomaTIfoiaD, an- 
alyst with Panmure Gor^n, 
said. ‘'There is very lik^ going 
to be some sort of regulatory 
handle there, whittit is exaetty 
why Fm wondering why theyVe 
m^e the offer at alL" 


More Group 

share {)rtoe,pa(ice 

1150^ 

1100 - 
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Success or not, for some industry leaders the rewards just keep pouring in dJS bid fOf* Am0t*iC3in 


BAe chief nets £3. 5m, 
with a bonus to come 


Glaxo chief received 
package worth £4.75 m 


group under threat 


By Amfrrew Yktes 


By Michael Harrison 


SIR Dick Evans, the chief ex- 
tfcutive of British Aerospace, ro- 
cch'cd a piy package worth 
£33m last year and is in line for 
a 75 per cunt increase in bonus 
eatiiicmems in the cuiTcni year. 

BAe's annual report and ac- 
counts shows Sir Dick's total 
pay, including pension contri- 
butions, rose from £568.456 in 
1996 to £727,879 - an increase 
of 28 per cent. In addition, he 
made a gain of £2.25m by cash- 
ing in share options and re- 
ceived shares under BAe’s long 
term performance plan worth a 
further £4511.000. These shares 
cannot released until next year. 

The accounts also show 
Robert Kirk, head of BAe's 
North American operations, 
retired with a pack^ worth 
£4,5m after ca.sbhig in options 
in BAe and a subsidiary. 

The bonus schemes, under 



Sr Dick 
Evans 

pay 

package 
lifts off 


which executive directors can 
cam too per cent of their base 
salaries, are being amended so 
that the maximum entitlement 
will be 175 per cenL 

Under the old scheme the 
maximum annual bonus 
payable b being raised from 40 
percent to 75 percent while the 
awards a%ailablc in the perfor- 
mance share plan arc increas- 
ing from 60 per cent to 100 per 
cent of base salaiy. 

The number of matching 
shares available when the an- 
nual bonus is taken in the form 


of shares is also bch^ increased, 
from 20 per cent to 50 per cent. 

Sr Rolw B^gam, BAe’s rc- 
nnineratioD oommittee chair- 
iwflH, said peifonnance targets 
that triggered the increased 
awards were also being made 
tou^ier. BAe will seek share- 
holder approval for (he dianges 
at the annual meetiqg on 29 April 

So far a total of 150,000 
shares with a market value of 
£3m have been granted under 
the perfcnmance share plan. 

■ Roy Gardner, diief omeutive 
of Centrica, the trading arm of 
British Gas, was £493,000 
last vear. This compares with 
£339£l00m 1996, before the de- 
merger of British Gas, when be 
was finance director and then 
chief executive derignate of 
Centrica. He is also ritiing on 
Um share options showing a 
£428,000 profit and has a no- 
tional aHocatioDoriJSm shares 
under Centrica's long term in- 
centive scheme. 


SIR Ridiard Sykes, chairman of 
Glaxo Wellcome, received a 
total package of salary and 
shares worth more than£4.75m 
last yearde^ie presidiag over 
a foil in [xofits and failing to seal 
a merger with SmithKline 
Beecham. 

His total.Femuneration rose 
more than 50 per cent to £1 .701, 
incluctiiig a performance bonus 
of £826,000, according to the 
groups report. 

Sir Richard made a 
profit of neaiiy £lihn on exer- 
d^ng share options' and re- 
ceived new shares, currently 
worth almost £Um. 

The report reveals that Sean 
Lance, the executive grromed 
to become chief operating of- 
ficer at Glaxo before his shodt 
resignation last October, re- 
ceived a off of £900,000, 
bringms ^ remunera- 
tion to more tban£l.7m m 1997. 
He is also ritting on Glaxo 
shares worth more than £13m 


which were awarded as part of 
an incentive sdieme. Mr Lance 
was due to tafce up bis new role 
this year but the group 
when it was felt he was not up 
to the job. 

Following his departure. 
Bob Ingram, bead of Glaxo's 
US operation, was appointed 
diief executive. He saw his to- 
tal pay package rise 64 per I 
cent to almna fl.Tmj mrinriing 
a bonus of £595,000. Hb basic 
pay is likely to rise sharpy this 
year from £4SSJXX) in his new 
nde. Mr Ingram w3l also receive 
a one-off cash payment of 
£590,000 to reflect his move 
from the group's US long term 
incentive scheme to the UK. 

Glaxo’s total boardronn pay 
rose more tiian £2.5m m £7.8m 
in a year that the group’s prof- 
its fell 9 per cent to £2.7bn due 
to the e^qiliy of the patent on 
Zantac, the leading oloer dn^ 

Glaxo and . SmithKline 
stunned investors iriicn they 
called off a merger wbidi would 
have the Itiggest corpraaie deal 


By Nigd Cope 


ever seen. 


GREAT Univeisal Stores' bid 
for Metroxnaii, the American 
database seirices company, was 

hanging in the hafajirp last ni gh^ 

pendiQg a court ruliag in the US. 
The uncertainty came after the 
battle for Metromail looked 
like turuing into an auction 
with both GUS and its rival bid- 
der, American Business Infor- 
matiou, increasing their offers. 

GUS started the process 
when rc increased its bid from 
S31.50 to $34.50 per share, 
valuing Metromail at $888m 
(£S40m). This was immediate- 
^ trumped by its rival, Amer- 
ican Business Informatioru 
which said it was prepared to 
offer “at least” $34.75 for the 
business. 

ABI yesterday asked a 
judge in Delaware to isue an 
injunction Tuesday a gpin« 
the proposed deal between 
GUS and MetromaiL Wittaont 
that injunction GUS Is set to 
take control of the compai^ 


with its increased offer which 
has the baddng of the directors 
and RR Donnelly, a printing 
group which owns a 38 per cent 
stake 

The bid has degenerated 
into a welter of legal w rangling 
ABI has sued GUS, claiming it 
attempted to prevent a fair 
auction for the business from 
taking place. GUS has re- 
sponded with its own writ 
daimzQg ABI had no right to 
interfece. 

Analysts said the complica- 
tions were not ideal for GUS as 

company is also embroiled 
in a £J.6bii hostile bid for 
Argos. 

^hley Thomas at SG Se- 
curities said: “GUS won’t want 
to look like it is getting into a 
bidding war. But at these levels 
the difference is not significant 
in terms of the size of GUS. 
People might be concemed if 
they paid more than $ 37 .” 

Mr Thomas said the impli- 
cations for the Argos deal were 
price of 

the GUS bid) Aigos is moie 


attractive because it is not the 
kind of opportunity that is 
^ing to come along veiy often. 
Whereas there are a variety of 
information services compa- 
nies in the US.” 

Other analysts said it was 
more important for GL^ to 
bufld its information services 
business and that Argos was not 

a “must have” deaL GUS is 


keen to complete ±e Metro- 
mail dealas the basiness would 
be a neat fit' with its Direct 
Technology Group in IHinois 
^ich it acquired last year. 

Metrom^ is based just 10 
miles from D-7hcfa and the two 
companies bad already con- 
sidered a merger before GUS 
acquired D-lhch. 

GUS shares fell 9p to 772p 
on the news. ArgM shares rose 
2p to 6^. Argos is expected 
to publish its final defence 
document next week, prorided 
the Office of Fair Trading 
makes its dec^ioa on whether 
or not to dear the bid. Tbe Citv 

is expecting a return of cash lo 
^ardtolders. 
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Decaux SA is 20 per cent 
owned by COmpagnie des Eau^ 
the conglomerate which this 
month moved to take over 
Havas, tbe worlds fifthriazi^st 

media group. Havas owns Nfills 

A Allen Holdings, one of 
Britain’s largest outdoor ad- 
vertising companies. “Wed be 

looking at a E%«ich-st)4e Gartel,“ 

MsTlIbian stud. 

Charles Cook, a Decaux 
spokesman, said contact had 
been made to More’s financial 
■ n- p neam tafnesaad that ifanof- 
fidal bid were made, it was pre- 
pared to offer the group a 
“meaningful premium of not 
less than 5 per oent” over Qear 
Chaimers offer “This is a se- 
rious offer which has been 
made with real.intent." 


bars 

r ^ 

[i;nk-up 


Decaux, wbidi like More 
q)edalises in placing adveitfo- 
ing on bus shelters, operates in 
19 countries and employees 
approximately 4,000 people. 

More, which operates in 22 
countries, has almost 1,000 em- 
ployees. 

Gear Channel, which owns 
ra^o and television stations 
throughout the US, made the 
offer for More as pan of an ef- 
fort to enter the mternatiDnal 
advertisng maiitet, foDowing ac- 
quisitions in US radio, tderiskm 
and outdoor advenising. Yes- 
terday More issued a state- 
ment to stockholders to take no 
action. More's share price rose 
93 Jp to 1122.5P 
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JEREMY 

WARNER 

ON WHY THE 
GOVERNMENT 
SHOULDNT DO 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT THE 
POUND EVEN IF 
IT COULD. AND 
THE TROUBLE 
WITH HANSON'S 
ACCOUNTS 


SHOULD or ocnid the Govemmaa do 
ffiVduog abont ibMtnAg pouo^ The first 
n^ifa needs to be eqdoded s that the 

5 strcnig at alL h% D(« 

. faisu^ scmda^icisrniBBk. Oidr amoe 
Bntm^ ^goomimoBS finocD the 
pean Sediaise Sate MpdWsm m Sqy 
tembCT 1992 las it teea fonsi s fra l ^ 
yiesS^ For much ttf fte 1S60K,' it was 


moaet^ pdky has been plaeed mth the 
newfy independent Rant nf Ei^iwL The 
cn^way Gotkm ftown, the Chaocellor. 
oodU dheody peispatte ll» BaiOk to lediice 


offtite pnmid , kfey «apiififtin «^w^iMngAg 


maifc. Go bad: as fiB-aa lS^ when each 
pound bougtf^tou nine P-mBcks, and yon 
wcnid iian b^ dinight 10 sitgg^ 

that fay 1998 k could be as tow as three. 


that, do they?- . 

What dsoot that cid «**»»««» much 
betovcd (tf amateur eoononistSr tin! die 
OnaiceBca’dioiiM becoc^SiQ the ecoDOD^ 
bybm^tocyiierSsca^, removn^ the need 
to at^r fimbcr moDdaiy ti^tfeoit^ The 

Onnnriliir cniJd eertain^ haoetti^natHrw 


Sdfl, fay recem Standard, tim pound is hi the BttdtgeL If hels gpo^ .to adtqlitii tax 


imdonfaiedfy bigb. rfmn# ^ per cent 


bade in 1995. And ghca how of 
Britaaftceo ne aneievKalpostooreantflom 
the ERM has be^ atu&oted to ifae . 
pounds sidtsequent denhsaiiaa. -thafs 
ptoinly cause for conceiB trfsoBBe salt. 

AH diiswiB^ the CoB u nons'lGheasniiy 
Sdect 'Canmitiee has been griSng ecoi^ 
omisis .and Tittasuiy «W»etai« beer foe 
stroi^pouiid. MPs.'feiy and Labour aBte, . 
are burning, mcreasii^iy fretfuL It's 
destzoyioig onr manufocttnii^ indusliyt 

it's uildennimng ntir ■■rpnrtwB, Bomrthtng 

must be done, is the gpieial refrain. 

Even if ib^ thfa^ were true; udndi is 
not in foe least bit certain, it is notdear the 
. GoyenuneiUcoQiddoanydiii^GoiBndaf 


icSef 00 foorigdges. for iostaoce, now 
^Mkl have been foe time to do H. N<foody 
wmld have been undn!^ koprised or teasel 
^ IL Bat aetndly, timre is already a vmy 


k is not dear that to have been tou^wr still 
wDBld have pnAecTtbe pound lower. 
retf^oonld eaaly hare been foe zevease. 

. Ihis needs e^fodma^ Wfaea the pound 
fiisl started dindiii:^ 1 put it aU down to 
the interest tate cyde. It was a lempoiaiy, 
(ydical thing, 1 s^no more than a bl^ 
in fleriing's Ustmic dedin& 1 was wrong 
abbot tins. Inteiest rates are a pan of the 
stopr, bat there has also been a sea diangc 
m die atthnde of hneiiiatioDal captaL whidi 
is beng attracted to th ese sfa «r cs ty foe per- 
oeived faealtb and sinnigfo of our ecooo- 


ny. If Gordon Biowo bad been to t^h erkffl, 
tl^peiceptiODin^ihayebeeasiiBDgdi- 
ened further. Ikr from foUn^ the pound 
would have stEepgtheoed even more. 

• SoifenotetothatfoeChanodhgoodd 
do anyilu^ Nbr in uy view should he. The 
Bvidenoe lecesaon in manufodinii^ h^ 
dnstzy is at best ambfvaknt Eacfaai^ rates 
ue obvioosb^ an inqsxtant foctor in de- 

prodneti^, hivestnient 8^ costs are the 
k^. Some cj the barest pqr awards of the 
last bave been iu manidactiaaig. Not 
3711 n4i sigi^ fjf paid there. 

Meamfoile some ot Ua ' ar ea s of the eeon- 
Qiiy« ndab^ sehices, stodc and piD^^ 
valu^are ea ix a 'iepong near boom con- 
ditions. Right now, the UEeooaoay needs 
lower interest rates likB a bole in the bead. 
Nor is app aie m tiatweneeda tower pound. 
OTtiie stx^ pound is a refleetioo of the un> 
tiahrag sirei^ ooK eooDooy, tiien we 
fomdd a& fed glad about hi. 


IT WAS Robert Hamon's near £500000 
pqoff that grabbed the headlines when 
Hanson PLC puUisbed its annual report 
and accounts recently, and jnstififo^ so. 
What Mr Hanson fod to justify his salary 
ufrito there was hard eaou^ to undeisiand, 
let alone how he came to deserve such a 
^ilendid going away present 


Bnttfaeaeco u nba i ewo rth doseacnday 
for anxber reason toa lUs B not becanae 

rti^afgniuwimariiymthi^nnrinalcene^ 

the word, far from k. It is because despite 

riii> de mei gfT nl the aid Hatunn 

ease imo four ‘focoaed". eaw to undesiad 
pSiis,nfuiiiid>tTifc hmT<ft^ inaieriakfflBUp 
is one^ the aeeoimts remain a masunpieee 
of otfriscaiioD and lea&igedge creativi^. 
Even with the mind of an Eostein. ytm'd be 
hard presed to penemte foese Boenuds. 

Another d Lend Hanson's hallmariss 
Ihea OD in hh of^prii^ ioa For feasoos am 
esplaroflrt, foe accounts continue to be an- 
(filed I9 the Hull branch of Ernst A 
^toung. l^« got ixMhiiigsgaiist Hid ^ 
kaocoomantsaretobejud^bytbeirdai- 
ity 10 ooofose. then HuU plait^ has some 
highly npromplrihril mnnbr n of thr pm 
fesdm. AH tte same, it seems a little per- 
pleadng for an mterodtona! basniesBwUi 
annual sales of neaify £3faiL 

However, even a nM as uBapUsticatod 
as mine is capaUe of seeing through some 
of the tedmiques used to bolster the fad- 
anee foeet. Nd cuirent assets, a key indh 
caior for bankers and invesuneni andysis 
in assesaiQ sdvewy, arc boosted fay £233m 
to £986.2m fay the reaOocation of tax from 
cuneni to deferred liab3itie& Nut vei\’ deter 
really, but h docs the trick. The previous 
year Hanson injected the drug inira- 
^ vencaikrbytaking£166mofaxpRW'iBioaiag 


«w!rfify tha£233i&oncchli8SspenUiy^ 

or two ta foe puip*^ ‘rf **^^'*^'^ *«**^^ 

flW,»afaehe«tt«ucsanieway. 

These handy* nt* so Ktile, ptweanis, 

T^^tohaaldiiwerfiomlhcgi^^ 

avoidance (Sony, ptonnin^ CNe»»as(» 

HarBcoiBod lb tun through ftnama ana 


of file gram coo^omeiBic. The lax would 
bMbmimvidedfortoiltobalaiKx 
jml in case. As tkoB passs and it becomes 
dwir there is fkfleporafoflifyof the taxman 

hi-wig aide to dabn **is own. ft can be fed 
buck fano profits. 

IfHaiBtn^nooouiiisaresiiaBenifyctoar 
todlowsl^cf awheeze like this, ft tsonfy 
pmnhfe to speodato CO vfoat else lies hkiden 
beneath the snifeee. Professor Sir David 
Ttarrrtii at the Accounting Standur^ 

Boatd has made oonsnenddde progtcis in 
farnmnnising aoeounting practice and 

hip* the opportunity for vdnduw dreraing 

of accounts after the abuses of the 198(h, 
bia for most of us the hmerworjdngsnf the 

faidanog sheet and p&l remain as nn'sion- 
ous and inipcnettd>lc as ever. Oh. and 
another thing about Hanson. It's still only' 
payii^ 1 ?ii per cent lax on its profits, liitie 
more than half (he UK's ofTicud rale 
whidi. as Gordon Br;>wn keeps telling us, 
is now the towc»t in the developed world. 
Nice to see that sonw tlM.tgs never change. 


France bars 
arms link-up 
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By Michael Harrison 

THE CREATION of a Eu- 
ropean aeroqiace and de-. 
fe^ giant cqnble of takii^ 
on the Americans is being 
frustrated by foe state own- . 
etship of Ranee's leading 
player, Aerospatiale. 

The four partners in Air- 
bus - Bri^ Aerospace, 
Daimler Benz. Aero^tiale 
and Casa of Spain -yester- 
day announc^ they had 
agreed to thefoimatioaofa 
nnffi ed Company bringing 
together ^ their cMl and 
Tnilitai y a'eroq>ace activiti^ ' 

But in a itjtoit toThe gt^’: 
emmentsaftheibiiroounliKS 
they also said that “siginficazit 
further worit remains' to be " 
done to estafafish the feasi- 
of stKh a merged com- 
pai^. They failed fo put 

a timetaUe on when the 
meiger mi^ttBke fdace. 

“JRrankfy, it is how ^ to 
the Freoffo government,^ 

. 3^,6l^^(fat^.S(>Ut^. ‘if 
weare to movefbEwaid H has 
' wda ^ i^p ori t to u - This sin- 

gle ocnipai^ has to be run to 
make moh^. and the best 
-wi^ to gnaraettee that is not 
to have ai^gcjvermnent in- 
volved as~a shjireholder." 

. Aeroqtati^ is 100 per 
cent owned by the Rench 
• gownunenL--' Earlier this 
week, Alan 'Richard, the 
HenirdefeDce minister, said 
he did hot' believe its state 


ownexfoip should be an (fo- 
stadeioaEuropeaiHvadere- 
suucturing. 

The report from the four 
Aifbus papers came in re- 
sponse to a jcmit statement 
the Brifislb Riendi and 
German governments last 
December calling for a firm 
plan and timetable for le- 
structnraigfay 31 h^rdL 

Observers suggested at 
the time tiiat the the govetn- 
ments' rfradlme was unreal- 
istic given the need .to 
overcome the seemingfy io- 
tractabfe owiieidi]^ proMem. 

The nufostrial partners 
uevettheless-said foe repent 
reflected “a wide measure of 
agreezoeni iupripi^le on the 
ol^'ectives, scope and opera- 
tional structure*’ of the 
mer^ company. Other de- 
fence groups* notify Alenia, 
Saab, Dassault and La- 
gardere/Matra. would be in- 
vited to take part in the 
restructuring. 

In a joint statement 
George Rdbertsem, Defence 
Secretary, and Margaret 
Beckett, President of. foe 
Board of Hade, said dieywel- 
o(>med foe wiiie measure of 
agreement that had been 
achieved but noted that fur- 
ther work was needed. 

Th^ added that urgent 
restructuting of Europe’s de- 
fence industiy was essential 
if it was to be globally com- 
petitive. 



Piqdng the price: Euroreartritefc-fees magrsoar 
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£400m shaved off 
high-speed rail link 


.Equity derivatives chief quits 
at Warburg Dillon Read 


'^Mrterson 


T«Lmother top executive . 
hAs||ait- at ^li^burg DiUon 
.investment bank 
^ned 1^ foe merger of UBS 
aed the two Swiss banks. 

.' Reimud de Planta, who bad 
ftcQ'i^ipointed head of equi- 
at >^frrbuig Dil- 
^'Read, is to join Rctet, a 
Sw^private'bank, as a man- 
partner. Mr de Ptonto had 


been with UBS for 12 years. 

Mr de Planta’s resignation 
is the latest in a series of top de- 
fections at Warburg . Dillon 
Read, vfoere several key man-^ 
agers are uaderslood to be 
(fisaffected with the merger 
process. 

Separately, Credit Suisse 
Hrst Boston said it had ^ 
pointed Keith Martin, fonner- 

ly bead of UK equity trading al 

UBS, as co-head of UK equi- 
ty trading. 


By Randeep Ramesh 


JOHN . ERESCOn; the 
Deputy Prime Minister, (xm- 
fitm.ed yesterday that the hi^ 
spe^ Qiannei Tunnel Rafl 
Tinlr coold be built in two 
phases 'mth thetazpayer foot- 
ing foe extra cost of the laojecL 

It is understood the addi- 
tkmal snbsi^ retpiired by Lon- 
don & Continental Railw^ 
the contortium charged with 
buflding the link, is £400m less 
than £lJim wludi executives 
asked for efolier this year. 

Mr Presttott also extended 
foe deadCne for the deciaaa on 
- the rail link frvanofoerdOd^ 
•The fritdre of the 68-niSe link 
into St Pahexas station, London, 
was thrown ioto doubt m Jan- 
uaiy when Mi Prescott turned 
down a.tocjuest fm a ftirther 
£12bn of publiesubsifo'on top 
of the £1.8bii already r^reetL 

Altbou^SfirDerek.Hoza- 
by and Adam KfiBs are Hk^ to 
lose their re^wetive jobs as 
rTiairman and (foief.executive, 
LCRwUlberetaioedastheve- 
hicle.used to the Ime - in 
order to avoid a iengthy xe-teo- 
deririg process. 

Under foe new plans, Rail- 
trade will own foe hi^ speed 


link, BediteL one of the origi- 
nal foateholdeis in IjCR,wiIl be 
the prime contractor and a 
consoititun of National Ex- 
press, British Airw^ and the 
French railway SNCF would 
take ever the Eurostar service. 

The ifoased construction on 
foe link would see the first sec- 
tion from the Channel Tunnel 
to Ebbsfleet in North Kent 
built without public subsidy. 
ThB section would then be 
‘foought" ty Railtrack from 
LGR. However under this plan, 
there is no guarantee foat the 
second more oqrensive line 
with a terminus at St Rancras 
would be builL 

Mr Resoott said that the new 

proposals “do iwt yet meet the 
Govermnenfs requirements'’. 
He added both LCR and Rail- 
track agreed further “tignificant 
ioqttovements” can be made in 
retfaicipg foe cost to the ta]q»yer, 
increasing th^ nsk borne by 
the private secten' and preriding 
“sufScieDt incentive lo ensute 
the raustructioD of the wbde of 
foe ran link”. 

If the second section is com- 
pleted, LCR would only finish 
the entire link from the Chan- 
nel Thnnel via Stratibid to St 
Fancras in 2008, five years after 
foe sdieduled start of service& 


The failure d foe original 
t»d has afro meant foat the Eu- 
rostar service could return to 
public ban(k. However, LCR 
would like niinisteis to fran- 
chise the operation to a con- 
sortium of National E9q)re8s, 
British Anw^ and SN^ the 
Rench national railway. 

However, 'Sfirgfe is also i»d- 
(fing to run Eurostar trains, rafr 
ing the possibOify of Richard 
Branson feeing another tussle 
with BA. Eurostar is likely to 
lose £600m until 2001, when it 
is projected to be profitable. 

Raiftrack’s plan would see 
the oonqBiiyrecoupnigils costs 
hy chai;^ng large access fees to 
Eurostar. At present, the trmn 
oompatqr p^ about £3Sm a 
year to use foe tracks. The fees 
could be up to £250m. 

The original LCR plans 
would have cut about 25 inmates 
off foe tiS-minute jonmey time 
into London for commuters 
from outer Kent This wSl not 
hap pen i fonly the first stage of 
the CTRL is congdeted. 

Sir Derek and Mr Mills are 
OD oneyear codracts and these 
will be honoured vriieD the two 
men leave. Mr MOB is thought 
to have been paid around 
£200,000 last year and Sir 
Derek about £10Q,000 l 


B&Q down as United News and IPC 

chief goes consider joint ventures 

his own way UNITBDNEWS&MntnlmsagnwJwilhniagazincpoup 

IPC - which was bought 1^ British venturu capital firm Cin- 
ves in Januarv* from Reed Elsevier Pic in an £86(tan M BO - 
By Nigel Cope mvestigaie potential oommeicial ventures of mutual hen- 

— United News, which owns The Express and Diiily Star 

new^peis, gpvc no further detafls of whai this raij^l in-. 
KINGFISHER, the retail volve. UNM ako said Daxid AtcuIuls. its chief operating (4^- 
groiq^ received a set-back yes- ficcr, had left and would become ebainnan of S^'crn IVcnt 
terd^ when foe bead of its in Jul}’ and chairman of IPC Croup Ltd in October. 

B&Q do-it-yourself subsidiai>' _ . I 

said he was quitting to puiwe PrCCdOITI COITIGS ISKCGr 
a new opportunity in retailing. 

Jim Hodkmson, 53, wfil leave THE NUMBER of days Britons have to nork just to pay 

tbegrotqiattiieendcrfApriland their taxes has risen by two following the Budget on ITMurch. 

wiD not receive a pty-^ He according to a think-tank. The right-wing Adam Smith In- 
piartstomakeanantiouDceineni stitute said in its annual post-Budget report tliat workeni* 
about his new venture next “'fexFreedomDay’'-ihedaythOTfocorciicallysiopwijirk- 
week. “It is in an area whkfr ing to pay taxes a^ keep earnings for themseiivs - wtHihl 

does not oonqiete whb aity of be 27 May thb year. “Brown's July budget pushed Tax Free- 

theKrogBfoerbuaDcssesaiidwe denn Day to 25 May, 1997. His latest budget adds unolhcr 
will be aimouDcmg the detaDs two days of hard labour,*' it said, 

shortly," he said. aw • « 1 

Given the ^read of Kmg- RecGiver for caravaji maker 

fisher’s interests, analysts said 

it must be fefoion or food re- ABOUT 700 jobs were in the balance last rugbt after ABl 

tailings There were rumoms foat Leisure, the caravan and motor home manufacturer, told ito 

Mr Hodkinson might be join- bankera to qipcrintrecriveis after feiKng to resoKv its financial 

mg Safinwty, foe stn^gling su- dififoa]ties.*&admgaisharesnifoegroupwassuspcadedon 
pennarket group, but foe Thursdtty.ABI Leisure reported losses of£5.6m tot ^r and 
company denied IL in Jamiaiy announced foe cfcparture of leny Stewart, its group 

It is foe second time Mr marketing director, who rerigned after 23.years at the firm. 

Hodltinson has left the com- 

pany. In 1995 be quit to jom PensiOH surplus for Unilever 

American DIY group Home 

Depot wlikii was then consid- UNILEVER, the Anglo-Dutch food ^oup, said yesterday the 

ering entering foe UK market. peosionfuiidforitsDutdiemirioyecswouldpaybaidtsurplus 
He came bade to B&Q when moDeytoUnOeverovcrapeiiodofscveralyeais.TbeRo^’ss 
the Home Depot dtanged its pension fund fxdds an excess of 2 biOion guilders (£590m). 
mind. whidi wiU be paid to Unilever m aimual instalments of 35(1 

He saidyesterdty; “Pm sad miffi nn gufldets. Tbe conqnriy said they will have *!no direct 

to be gomg really. got a lot influence" on {woGl The shares rose ISp to ckw at 574p. 

ofgo^ feelings about B&Q. 1 11 

came back to turn (he business BPIVt lOlflS ROllS ulCtClin^ 

round and I think pe(^>Ie would 

say I have done foaL It is just THE RACE for Rolls-Royce Motor Cars picked up speed 

foe ri^ time for me now and yesterday as German car maker BMW said it had submii- 

it's nice to go out <xt a high." ted a bid to counter an oficr from rival Volkswagen. “Our 

Kingfisher shares dipped offer is out," a BMW spokesman said. He declined to gh e 

18p to 1 120p on foe news but further det^. BMW has long said it wants the British lux- 

analy^ said that though Mr ury car company, but not at any price, warning the purchase 

Hodkmson was highly regard- would have to be economically viable. VW made an offer 
ed, tbe two joint managing di- for Rolls on Ibesday but declined to put a value on ii. 

rectots- Martin Tbogi^ and ^ • ■ 

BDi wbitii^ - were a good Capital Duys iH Birmingham 

team. “I think the share price 

fell is a bit diuriish. It is all a CAPITAL & Regional Properties is buying l^e Phllasudes 
storm m a teacup," said Nick sh(^ipingccncreinBinniaghamfor£93J{mfiirtherbuilding 
Bulfo of SG Securities. tq> itsponifoliooflaii^ sbc^tpii^ centres. Oipital & Region,il 

said it would pay for the punfoose in part with £54. 1 m r.iised 
through a ri^is offering of 21.8 million new .shares. 

COMPANY RESULTS ^ 

Ttowwferi Pni-tMcC EPS Dividend 

araiM8iMai|iBH*l<B-nBF3anil sJmgAin irjpH 

Srt^EraiiB 379m|36.iani 13a>f1Z01W 9Jp<90|ii 

DnpwH—icntnq asmn-TBmi" D34am(0jB9in> sopnepi paspini) 
BratF) iajpipi57nii .3 T4m (laizwi .<a?pi6.4pi isoiipi 

nSSnSm snmfsmn) S48ni(0.478nv sopuw 

jimBmpW BiOtoPB-Wi) Hzanj-Tjan) nTpi-sep) 

Zion t2.D5lD) aZBempinm) 633pt»09Pl PJ5p 

iwm>(F) gswpaann asmpryiw i6ipiii9in aaisopi^ 

Jim Heddnson: Pastures new (p)-M (n- reran |SP}-Spi *Cimnti|xisiifli&;iKirtDusi2inlle j 


By Nigel Cope 

KINGFISHER, the retail 
groiq^ received a set-back yes- 
terd^ when the bead of its 
B&Q do-it-yourself subsidiaiy 
said he was quitting to pursue 
a new opportunity in retailing. 

Jim Hodkinson, 5^ nfil leave 
tbe grotq) at tile end (rf April and 
wiD not receive a He 

plans to make an atmouncement 
about his new venture next 
week. “It is in an area whkfr 
does not oonqiete whb aity of 
the Kmgfifoerbushcssesaiidwe 
will be aimouDcmg the detaDs 
shortly," he sai(L 

Given the ^read of King- 
fishef’s interests, analysts said 
it must be fefoion or food re- 
tailing. There were rumoms foat 
Mr Hodkinson might be join- 
mg Safewity, foe stn^gling su- 
permarket group, but foe 
company denied iL 

It is tbe second time Mr 
Hodltinson has left the com- 
pany. fri 1995 be quit to jom 
American DIY group Home 
Depot wlikii was then consid- 
ering entering foe UK market. 
He came bade to B&Q when 
tbe Home Depot dianged its 

mmd- 

He saidyesterdty; “Pm sad 
to be gomg really, rve got a lot 
of good feelings about B&Q. 1 
came back to turn (he business 
round and I think pe(^>Ie would 
say I have done thaL It is just 
foe right time for me now and 
it's nice to go out <m a high." 

Kingfisher shares dipped 
18p to ll20p on foe news but 
analysts said that thoogh Mr 
Hodkmson was highly regard- 
ed, tbe two joint managing di- 
rector- Martin Tbogi^ and 
BDI Whiting - were a good 
team. “I think the share price 
fell is a bit diuriish. It is all a 
storm m a teacup," said Nick 
Bulfo of SG Securities. 
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ARTHUR SGARGUXi, Readent of foe 
National UnionbfMinei&agi^ acom- 
promfee in a legal wrangle trifo- the 
Attorney General this week over the run- 
ning of a miners’ durity. 

John Morris* QC, foe Attorn^ Gen- 
eraL got foe backing of tbe Ifigh Court 
this week for a sefa^e to reguiate foe 
aj0ansof “Tbe Yorkshire WGner^WsKaxe 

Convalescent Homes".aAarityofTriiich 

MrScargjUis chairman. 

Mr Sexugfil was suspended asdimmian 

mid trustee ty tbe Chanty Cnfnmfeston bst 

June, and the sc^heme has been put in {dace 

in order to allow foe charity to continue 
to operate pendinglns appeal againA that 
df-rieinn Ihe appeal is set to reach court 
this June. ' . 


last year apiTBU foe mhieis’ leader oiter 
the allegedfy; inappropriate transfer of 
£800,000 to flie hoffiK fund from anofoer 
charity of which Mr Sca^ was .idso a 
trustee. : 


There are no suggestions that Mr 
Scaigfi] or aiiyone else has been involved 
is aoy impropriety, but tbateertain pro- 
cednres had notltoen followed. 

Meetinjgs of foe Convalescent Homes 
trustees were disrupted vfoen Mr ScBigiirs 
NUM cdleagues on the dommittee ob- 
jected to new trustees bemg nmnniated by 
file Britirii Coal CoTporalim to replace the 
NUM presidenL 

The British. Coal people in turn had 
'boycotted meetings, and foe Attorney 
General, as guardian of foe public iDte^ 
est in the charity'sector, wants su eaify res- 
dation to tbe row. 

A SENIOR member of foe ruling feiruly 
of Sandi Arabia is su^ Coutts, the 
Queen’s hankers, over hundreds of foou- 
sandsof pbimdsin disputod bank diaxges. 

His Excellouty Mohamnitf El RashidL 
wbo has a residence at 258 Brompton 
Road, London, is did to be “deepty .em- 
. baiiassed” at baviqg to go to law in llte <fis- 


pute. AcconSng to sources dose to tfis Ex- 
cellency, foe diluted bank fees onfy 
came to his attention- in foe la^year. He 
has banked with Coutts, the private bank- 
subsidiary of NatWi^ since 1983. 

He istoed a wfo fosTbesday, md Cbutis 
has contacted his lawyers wifo a view to set- 
tliqg foe matter as qaidrly and quietly as 
posaU^ accoiding to foe sources. 

Adc^ whetiier die dispute would readi 
court a source dose to His ExeeDency said 
yesterday: “Wle sincerety hope not Wb 
hope tbe (with Cbutts] wiU reach 
fruition next we^" 

His ExceUencYs writ says that between 
June 1992 and 1996 he instructed Coutts 
from time to time to transfer ‘^substantial 
sums" from hxs bank account m Switzer- 
land to his various accounts wifo Coutts, 
in to foe Coutts branch at Lower 

Sloane Street London via New Tbik. 

The writ says: "In total during this pe- 
riod some USS10,000,OOOwas transferred 
and converted to sterling en route." 


Tbe writ continues: ‘The Defendant ... 
has purported to debit the Plaintiff's ac- 
count frv diBiSGS aH^edty incuned by him 
without good cause and without the au- 
thority of tbe Plaintiff." 

His ExceDetuy danm that de^ite re- 
peated requests to Coutts, the bank has 
fiiriad to account pcopm-ty to him Ity pro- 
viding “a complete, accurate and intelli- 
gible account” ofhis aeeounzs with Couns. 

Ifis ExceOeny goes on to densmd an in- 
quiry "as to what sums, if aity, foe Defen- 
dant bas af^rfied towairis tbe payment of 

diaigesvrixicb were not mcarred fey the Hoin- 
tifforautbaised^him."Thewritamcludes 
by Hwnawting that Couns pavs whataer 
nmmwit h fouod to be Qfwin^ plus mtetcst. 

A ^keswoman for Coutts said yes- 
terday: “Oieni confidentiality means we 
cannot ccmfiim whether he [EfisExcdtoncy] 
is a client of Coutts." 

THE Flnaocial Seivices Authority (H5A) 
has obtained a wid^rangjiig ei porte in- 


junction against Steven Rhodes, of Croft 
Street, London, preventing his firm. Ster- 
ling Moouigue ai^ Speke, from carrying ixji 
aOegediy unlicensed investment business. 

The FSA obtained tbe injunction on 2ti 
March and a bearing into the matter has 
been pencQIed in for 1 April nl the Roj'ul 
Couns m the Strand, London. 

The FSAswril aOegu!^ foal Mr Rhodes's 
firm made “statemonLs, promises or fore- 
casts whidi he knowix lobe misleading, false 
or deceptive and dishonuMh' concealed ma- 
leriaJ feels and recklessly made such .slate- 
menis" in order 10 induce people 10 enlcr 
investment agreements. This ami ravened 
Section 47 of the Financial Services .r\ct, 
the FSA writ claims. 

The wril abso duinui that Mr Rhoik'^ 
ooniras’cncd Section 5o of the Act by 
“makii^ unsnlkited calls upon persons" 
in pursuit of inve&lmeni business. 

'The FSA claims ihat Mr Rhodes con- 
travened Section .7 of the .Act by csirning 
OD investment business without a licence. 
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head for Mighhury 


Football 


By Gujr Hodgson 


A STRAW that Alex Fergusoo 
was able to daw fiom Man- 
diester United's defrat s^ainst 
Aaeoal a fbrtn^t ago was that 
his opponents will no longer be 
able to hide under a doak of 
anonyaiity. llie heavy burden 
of anUdpatioa will now be on 
Aistee Anger's team. 

Ibday is Uk fitst occaaon the 
Gunners nnll emerge from die 
tunnel with genuine cham- 
pionship aspirations and win- 
ning now will be an altogether 
different thing. An amde^ to do 
well will colour every thought 

"I looked in people’s feces 


and saw fear in tbeir eyes," lbi 7 
Prices, the Btackbum assis- 
tant manager, said reeaQinghis 
side’s run-in to the title three 
years a^. "At that point it has 
DOthii^ to do with abilit y. ” 

Arsenal's mettle detection 
begms with SbefSeld ^fednes- 
dqf at Highbury today vriiidi mil 
be tbe &st of a minhiiiim n 
games in six wBefcs."Rfe can’t try 
any harder," Lee Dixon said, 
"but we relish hard nock and we 
don’t want that to be wasted by 
throwing aw^ silly games." 

Wednesday, wte ate 13th 
and have won only twice away 
this season, can safety be 
ascribed to the "silty” category 
but after that there are few fix- 
tures that even approadi the 


mildly anuiring . Arsenal feoe 
Bolton, Blacldwin, 
livetpool and Astm ^^lla on 
tiieir travels while, at ffi^ibury, 
Newcastle, 'Mmbledon, Dec^ 
and Everton are fixtures whne 
points could easitybe dropped. 

Having a three-game 
advanU^ over Manchester 
United is all very well if you can 
w^ out the SB-point arrears 
between the teams. That is 
easier said than done. "United 
have slipped up but I can't see 
them slippiog up many more 
times,” said Mi^el Hu^es, 
who win get a dose-up exami- 
nation of tbe champions’ form 
wife Wimbledon at Old Tfefibid 
tod^. "If I were a betting man 
Td go with United. 


*Ajcseaal have gone cm a 
great run but 1 thought fee 
result they got against us was 
ludcy. It’s in tluir hands but 1 - 
can’t see them. winning the 
ei^it or nine matches 
need.. If they do then they’ll 
deserve to win fee League." 

What will be derisive is the 
mimher of fixst-choice playeis 
Wenger and Ferguson win be 
able to field for the dimax and, 
on feat count, both hi^ reasons 
to be cheerful yesterday. 

Ahhm^ T - mi i Mn iii#*) Pfttrt k mif 

wife a leg iigury mcuxred pl^ 
ing for France in Russia, Arse- 
nal could have * 11)19 Adams and 
R^ E^riour fit as ccnqieDsarion. 

Uflited,rzieainfe£e,inaywd- 
oome back R)«n Giggs and hfer 


Scfameidiri a^tost WbohledoD, 
Even Ihdcty Sherifig^iam.’s one- 
match suspaskm s ofict by Ole 
Gumiar SolsiQaBr's accekaotioa 
towards his best foiA The Nor- 
wegiao scored for his c oun ty 
agaznst Belpum in midweek and 
also got tbe goal in the 1-1 draw 
wife Monaco 10 days ago. 

"They’re bound to be on a 
bit of a downer af^ going out 
of the European.dap," Hug^ies 
said, "but on the fi^ side thqr 
now know tbqrVe just got the 
League to go for." 

That has been the case for 
Liverpool for some time now 
and thrir fixture at Oricwril will 
have a big lofiaence on whether 
their Premiership's finale is 
exciting or a ciiore. They have 


won onty one of then last eHj^it . 
I *wigiip games but a sUp-Op'|^, , 

tile top cwo and suddenly tiiOT 
Chanqxions’ League qnalifipi- 
tioD vtiU look less remofo> 

That presupposes they beat 
Barnslery wfakb they dianalty' 
to do at Anfield in JNo-. 
vembte for what is stffl the 
diock of the Premiership 
season. Tbe home side, are 

riding -on an unprecedented 
crest of three successive 
' Their playeis hawe tbe ad^ 
vantage of not having travidled 
the leng th and breadth of' 
Europe in intemational friend- 
lies, vfeid) is fortunate because ' 
they were dose to eafeaustion 
after bearing Southampton's, 
a frirtTriaht- aoTL Ihev have sceni' 


''pfe' intecvenmg time snnning 
’t^emseh^ in Majorca. 

; phtyefe were jaded at 
^•fiutt point,"' tim 'Barmft^ man- 
-Da^ smd. 

; .^Hqbafrdty fee break will have 
ptb^bcm^dal^ revitalise • 
' 'feeniTeaictyforwfaatisgoii^to 
^ be a fou^ last fevirweeks.” 
Four ofeer ma^es today 
also.be^ tb dar^or onid^ 
fee rel^atiOD .waters. Bolton 
bave^opportumly to baSd (» 

- fe^mqverSbeffii^WBdnes- 

- day athonietoLeicester.Ever- 
tOQ and Aston Vina will attempt 
to be big cfobs. in deed as well 
-astiputationatGoo dfe oawhite 
hfowe^de.win be hoping to be 

- . WQ^^tiieir overprice dans 

aw^ to 'Sdofbanptbn. 


. The gnne feat has axpointer 
ninniDg throu^ the centre of h, 
however, is al SeOnnst Pack i. 
vfeere Qystal Palace probd)ty 
have to beat HHtenham to have 
anypropectofstaQuiigfeePre- 
miei^ip- Lose and they be 
points belund Spurs, who 
win be without fee suspended 
I^tvid Ginoh^ win and the gap 
win be doim to two. 

AttiUo Lombardo’s ^point- 
meat as manager has coLocided 
wife a sudden surge of fitness. 

The Italian !s availdile himself 
wfafle Michele Padovano, NeO 
Shitperley and Ihui Vferfaurst 
are. either recovered or neariy . 
sa Add £lm signing Sasa Currie ^ -- 

and suddenty I^dace do not 
look quite so hapless. 


Protests cannot 
dent McLarens* 
superiority 


Motor racing 


^ David Tramayne 
in SSo Paulo 


h took Mika Hakkiaea ooty 
three laps yesterfey maming to 
undeiscoie Bon Dennis’s oon- 
teotion that tbe controversial 
brake bias ^stem used on his 
Mdaien cars is but a part of fear 
preseat peribnnance advantage. 

ThouEb they were fiveed to 
run without the ^stem, foUow- 
ing protests whkfe had again 
tbzovra fee sport into further oon- 
iusiOD on Thuiaday n^fit Hakld- 
uen and David Coulthard 
domtoated fee fitst sessioa of free 
practice with an insouciant ease 
feat left fee rest trailing more 
than a second and a half behmd. 

Ferrari carried out feeir 
threat to protest about 
McLaren's brake ^slem which 
allows their driveis to ^ty dif- 
ferent retaidational pressure to 
either rearwfaeel in comers, en- 
hancing cornering effideixy and 
grip. The key issue is whether this 
contravenes regulations which 
proscribe four-wheel steering. 

Jean Todt Rsnarf s sporting 
director, had expressed his con- 
cern over the system in Mel- 
bourne three weeks a^, during 
the Australian Grand Prix 
which McLaren dominated. 
Wife Tyrrell he lodged an offi- 
cial protest against McLaren as 


weH as the Bfiltiams and Jordan 
teams afeirii have similar qfs- 
tems. At tbe same time Arrows 
protested againKt McLaren and 
Wtlltams, and Sauber and Mi- 
nardi protested against JordaiL 

Ibfe iritmaied his misgiviDgs 
yesterday: "We think the 
McLaren ^tem has a four- 
wheel steering function. Wb 
want to darity what is legal ac- 
cording to the technical regu- 
lations and vfeat is not.” 

This is seen not so mudi as 
a protest primarily against 
McLaren, though there am al- 
ready bad feelings between fee 
team following Ron Dennis’ 
thioty veiled attack on fee Ital- 
ian team in Auttrriia, but against 
fee world governing body FIA 
and fee manner in widefa it de- 
tenriines the legality of idess pre- 
sented ty individual teams. 

Yesterday Dennis continued 
to defeod bia tystem, althou^ it 
bad been removed on the advice 
of tbe FIA pendk^ameetiiig be- 
tween the teams and the FIA 
stewards later yesterday evenmg. 
’Throughout tbe winter we have 
been in constant dialogue with 
fee FIA regarding our tedmical 
ideas, and we are confident that 
everything we have inoorporat- 
ed on our new car is fully legaL 

"The protest is lime-coh- 
suming and a bit aonoyii^ but 
clearly Ferrari is oot satisfied 
wife the inteiprelatioa of fee 


rules and there is a process by 
which they can challenge that 
process. I find it strange that 
they would want to do that, 
since we have complied wife the 
95 tem in question via enfeess 
communication, 

"We will pursue the matter 
to fee Court of ^)peal if nec- 
essary. The role book is two 
inches thick and we face ftesh 
constraints every year. So if we 
find sometiung within them 
that ^ves us an advantage, wfao 
on earth should aityone be sur- 
prised feat we don't want to 
divulge any details on how it 
woiks to aitybody else? 

"Those teams iriio want to 
know will find out if they chal- 
leoge fee ^stem, but I do not 
believe feat fee thinks fee 
Court of Appeal is the best as- 
tern ty which to estsMish the 
legality of a car. The 9 Stem for 
that already exists, and we fol- 
lowed it to fee letter.” 

Ferrari, for one, dearty do 
not share feat view. 

When practice resumed yes- 
teifety Coulthard and HaUdnen 
traded places but retained their 
comfortable suprema^. 

It remains to be seen 
whether fee McLarens were 
grandstanding in outfit 
qualitying set-up to prove a 
point, but few doubt their 
superiority will continue in 
official qualitying today. 
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ACROSS 

1 Courage shown I 9 
coroer, we hear? ( 6 ) 
4 Di^ corded fabric, 
rejected for pelt ( 6 ) 
10 Rank nettles with a 
fruit in, rottn^ 


DOWN 


Stqrpress bhmder before 
French artirie appears 

. 

Set up routine hde, one 
amongst data for book 
produoeis (4,11) 
Resilient brieht male (5) 


(5,10) 3 Resilient bright male (5) 

11 A holiday to forget 5 Fiae for revenge, mak- 

ing moves to capture 

12 What a brutish eTfei- Queen? (9) 

bjtioa!(9) 6 It wmit west some time 

13 Crusty ^uthem dri- ago (7,8) 

ver (d) 7 Irctty creatuie, that girl 

15 Texts establishing (6) 

tbe Northern deity ' 8 In time sect causes arod - 
ri^t away (6) ety (6) 

16 Book for CKCie after 9 Boat round NE, fruit 

measure of drink (6) carrier (6) 

18 Fhils apart, I see, is 14. Cruel wisecrack to pro- 
depressions (6) voke and cut (9) 

21 A chappie, gtv^ 17 Punctual trains into 

Stretch, applied (9) Maine (2,4) 

22 Planf s almost divid- 18 Fbmial styWs puff 

ed (5) about edition ( 0 ) 

23 Pr^aiptioDS for 19 One’s life with ^Id is 

tablets (3,12) divine (6) 

24 Weather is penetrat- 20 Whlks, say, with ouN 

ixm lounge (6) waidty drixoken list (4,!^ 

25 h^omakers de- 22 Brown artistes squetsed 

canted treo^ wine out for axmnal (^ 

( 6 ) 

Tbe flist B«c ooRMnlatiMS to difa weeVs poide ogcacd lamBn- 
dagr receive hBdMcfced coptei of Uw Oxibnl Oktioavy afOonditioes . 
AsciNCSudiRaBeR'BUBeiwaibepvbllehcdwitSstinleySaidsols- 
tiwtoS» t »i l ^yC l '0 jf wwd.P.O.B(ft4Slg,'nie ln<wirn1w t,lCeBada 
Sqgan, Ceoanr Whue LeodOB £14 5B1. FlcMe ate <M jb«8 MaiMr Mid 
pnTtrnrtriedinrjniirinniniritntilr TairfirrrtfliiilMmi fi'liillb.HiMl 
biB J JellX Modimidl; M Lwdgo M Wlaoe, FUs M Dkfc- 


16 Book for ciicfe after 
measure of drink (6) 

18 Fhils ap^ I see, in 
depressions (6) 

21 A chappie, givexL 
stretch, applied (9) 

22 Planf s almost divid- 
ed (5) 

23 PresoriptiODS for 
tablets (3,12) 

24 Weather is penetrat- 


oPidedBd br Newer PIC « CMBifa Siiuaift Od»y w^ 

bwes aoeikNe 6 bb Hisnic NewvMMB, 0 WS SlOSTa 

Him ■ Irt ilto tow onto 


after umpire fails to spot 




By Hark Baldwin 
in Barbados 

ALEC ^TEWAKTS lOSended 
in controveisial riicumstaaces 
here yestereftty as to- 

talled 289 for 7 in their ooB-day 
warm-up match a^dnst a Vice 
Chancellor’s XI. 

Stewart, who pot on 157 in 
26 overs wife Eq^bnefs ooe-dity 
captain, Adam Hrilio^e, to re-' 
vive England’s innings, was 
bowled taking a huge swipe at 
E^tanklyn Rose b^ose be 
thought it would be n^Oed a 
ao-baQ. by the- un^ire Hall^ 
Moore. 

But Moore ignored Stewarfs 
appeal feat onty three fielders 
were inside theBIlyaidfieldbig 
ring - a minimum of four B 
quired in 50-over cricket -and 
the England coach, David 
lioyd, a word, .wife tbe 
officii to try to darity the 
situation. Engiandls manage 
ment latex said feat fe^had ac-. 
cepted.fee un^iires’ dedrion, 

Stewart, ifeohad rqieatedty 
gestured to tbe umpires after 
being grven but, walked off 
shaking his head in disgust, 
•Tlie wicketkeeper, Triio was 
England’s top scorer in fee 
recent That series, apinst' fee 
West Infees, hit 14 fours in a 


responsible but fluent 128-baIl 

mninpt 

HoUioake bad immefeat^ 
rennpo^ himself as EoriaiKfs 
leader in fee shmtened gam** 
with a 78-ball 76 that induded 
a six out of fee ground off Metv 
DbBoo that took him to bis half- 
centuiy. 

The Surrey pair ensured a 
sizeable En^and total, after an 
initial slide to 59 for 3, and in 
die final overs Doqgie Brawn 
and Robert Croftiaid about the 
boMiqg to add 33 more tuns. 

Not even the sore back-of 
Graham Thorpe meant 
Atherton could find a iria» in 
' tiie side feat was so successful 
when they won the Shazjtfe 
.Th^by m December. 

An^ Raser took fee pla^. 
of fee left-hander andwith-Sra 
HoUioake in for the absent 
Alasmir Brown it meriit nine . 


feevKtDDOUs side were playing. 

fees polity of patk^ the 
sj dft wife all-rounders it also 
meant that two players who 
have' opened for feeir counties 
in one-d^ crideet - Matthew 
Fleming and Croft came in at 
eight and nine.. 

Stew^ and his fellow 
opener Nkk Knight, who cap- 
mined England A in Sri Lanka 
earlier winter, set off at a 
fierce pace. Stewart took three 
' fours off fee second over, 
bowled fay the South African 
guest ■ bowler • Victor 
Mpztsang. ' 

Kmght also bit three quidt 
:bouhdaiies,' Rose, before 
edging a dii^ and beiiig well 
caught^hind.by a diving Jeff 
I^OQ for 14. - 
Digon was one of tiiree for- 
mer V^st Indies Thst players m 
. this match. The Jamaican 




wicketkeeper was joined by 
openers Gordon Greentdge 
Desmond Haynes, aged 
46 and 42 req)ectjv^ty. 

By fee time BenVHoUioakc 

joined Stewart in fee &hinl over 

England were alrea(^26yoT ' ' 
after being put into bat % ' 
The younger Hofeol^ 
brother, ftesb from a 
tour wife bat in Sri Lank-: 
promised nnich wife a couple d 

sumptuous strokes, but on nipf 

he tried to whip Mpitsang off hb 
pads and was held backward of 
square. 

IBck. one of sis pltyers to 
arrive for fee one-day leg of fee 

tour that coiig)rises of five games 
against the Indies - the fiist 
of wliidi is here tomoETOw - had 

made just five when he was 
bawled off an inside e(%e driviDg 
atDilloa 

Moe CTiviMaoriK M won ton 
ENGLAND 

*AJ HQ|teM »eH9ynegeRaw .78 

MA^menicfcBtibSamaar... s 

D n Bmwn ncx out _ « 

sxKffisr —1— ^ 
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Williami^rtstx>n 
reveals hpw God 
foiled a plot by 
)[ AmericarhhBlians to 

f rthe market in 
using 
ant dung 

I oot appear on televi- 
; week. Italian men are 
0 be taught bow to 
MnmL Ihe docks go 
toni^ It bas been a 
week for elephants, lb 

al browser ttf fiiBweek^ 
jse siodes seem uDr 
ed. Yet a dee^r analy- 
le.issucs beh^ tbem 

Iwiks. ■ 

ils. Start iritb the ele- 
po Monday, a burned 
of -a wild elephant w^' 
t/IhaSand, a.suspM^ 
ni of the sinunering 


war between , e^hants and 
pineifflplo> gf o wci 8. Police aze 
looking for sutpects \d )0 mqr ' 
have been invcived in the ele- 
.{dtianfs dradL Every dty sea- 
son, the pineapple 
jace prbbJensa with marandh^ 
el^hants. As their own food 
suj^ly dwindles, the beasts 
come lumbering out of the 
forest in the evenings to pindi 
pineapples from fums situat- 
ed on tb^ former feeding 
grounds. In this El Niflo- 
tav^ed year, the drought has 
been particularly bad ' and 
fermezs have been settzbg naO^ 
studded traps to keep the eler 
phants awsqr br.dsaUe them. 

On^ last Octid)ex, howevcic, 
tfae Lo^ Gardens of Hdigan in 
Cotnw^ grew their first 
{Hne^^le to more than 150 
years. It reared si a long- 
neglected jnneaiple on the 
heat fibm boise manure. If yon 
rail gmitti a decent pineapple in 
Cbzjnrain On horse manure, 
think what you OOuM do 
"'vritfa dqihant dung mlhailmid. 


.Sur^ a wnitiiaTiy beoefidal 
deal could be striidc between 
die elqibants and farmers m 
swap to mamto? 

Perhaps tb^ could tiy this 
tu^-tie-op on the Ivory Coast, 
which ~ as mir stoiy ovErieaf ex- 
plains. T aooves. doser to 
Gaiwrck. this weekend. And 
just aloi^ the west A&ican 
coa^ in Nigeria this week, ele- 
phants have bera fri^tenittg 
^Dagess hr the tom ofl&nlcari 
by coming dose to people's 
hcMxies.arid chewh^ on the 
tFee&'.lhanks to and* 
pbadmg effort^ the elephant 
po pniarifwi 'in ' the area 
- doabtecl in flae'peist. lOyeat^ but 
conservationists are worried 
about'the growing tenricm be- 
tween pleiAa^ andviOagBrsL 
"There are. no comhumi^ 
awareness pfogzanunes,” 
Britoa Aaron bficfaolas of the 
Nigerian Conservation IRnm- 
darinn told Renters on Huns- 
day. ';mie oom m oa id es getiro 
beimi^ horn ^ elegants 
and no benefits from the 


The gro'mng Nigerian ele- 
phant population may seem an 
innocent enough story as it 
stands,yetoo the very same 
came'arepartfrom Italy that die 
Sodo-Rydiolo^ca] Institute In 
die d^ of Udne is offering two- 
day courses in seduction to 
300,000 lire OCIOOX Italian men, 
appaieoi^, are fitting a crisis be- 


cause they no longer know how 
to seduce wometL 'What, you 
may ask, has drls to do with ele- 
phants? Rir the final fink we 
must go back lo 19 December 
1996. That fateful day marked 
the first death by herpes of an 
•African elephanL The herpes 
virus had long been common 
among Adan elephants, but 
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this fistali^ in Oakland Zoo, 
Cafitonia, was the filist in the 
Afirican ^ledes. Oakland zoo- 
keepers were said to be "at a 
loss to ercpiam'' bow he hadcon* 
traded the virus, although an 
Aaan elqdiani had not long be- 
fore died from beipes at the 
same zoo, 

&reiylhmg sudden^ fits: is 
h really so far-fetched to sug- 
gest that Che Italians had been 
surreptitiously practising their 
sedu^on teaching methods 
on elephants before risking 
them cm humans? The African 
elephant had become an expert 
in seductam, biA paid to his ex- 
pertise with his life, after pidc- 
ing up herpes from an Asian 
conquest Mtb the passage of 
time, all Nigerian elephants 
have become experts at seduc- 
tion, wfaJdi h why their popu- 
lation has been growing so 
rapidly. And all because the 
ItaliaorAmericans wanted to 
comer die world market in 
pineapples by securing onlnu- 
hed supplies of elephsmt dung. 


The elephantine herpes, 
however, m^ be seen as divine 
retribution, because 1996 was 
also die year when mflk supidies 
ran out m noxtbem Inda as the 
Ifindu fsithful uidc gallons of the 
stuff lo a statue of the elephant 
god Ganesh, wfaicb had sup- 
posedly been seen drinking nul^ 
And that nay provide the link 
wUh the other majex’ sioiy of the 
week: the ooD-anh'aZ, on Chan- 
nel 18 in the United States, of 
Cod. According to Hon-Ming 
Chen, teader of a ISO-member 
laiwanese spiritual sect, God was 
to halve appeared on tefevisibn 
immediate^ after midni^ cm 
Wednesday zDoming to an- 
nounce thm he would descend 
to earth next week, at 10am cm 
31 March m the DaDas suburb 
of GaiiancL So certain were the 
sect, that maiQ^ member^ in- 
duding Chen himself, had 
bought up proper^' in the Gar- 
land area. 'When the televiricm 
programmes proceeded as nor- 
mal, CZien emeiged from h& 
home to tdl reporters be had 


been wrong. "Since God’s ap- 
pearance on television has not 
been realised," he said thitiu^ 
an interpreter, ‘’you can tate 
vhat we have preached as non- 
sense. 1 would rather you dem’t 
believeuhat Js^atq^nxMe." He 
does, however, still believe that 
God descend to eaidi to save 
hundreds of miDions of people 
from a nuclear holocaust in 
1999 by taking them to another 
I^et in flying sauceis. 

But what if he was watching 
for the wrong god? Perhaps, 
with aO this pineapple business 
and the N^erran el^ham ovei^ 
populaticm criris, h was Ganesh 
ib^ should have been <rq>cct- 
tng. And perhaps they got the 
time wrong. If an Indian ule- 
[rfiantgodmakesatiysito meet 
a Ihiwanese sect in America, 
the tuning of the af^xiintmcnt 
is a potential souroe of great 
misunderstanding. E^iccially 
in the week the clodcs change. 
Did anyone ^tandephantem 
Amerfean television l^t Thes- 
day night, I wonder? 
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SIMON CALDER 


Faster planes for UK flyers! 
From tomorrow. Uie journey 
time on many flints from 
Manchester to Heathrow will 
be cut. The early morning 
British Airways Shuttle flight 
shaves 15 minutes off the 
prcvicHJs schedule, redudng 
the journey time to just on 
hour. Has BA decided to put 

its mudi-ufiderused 

Concordes on the route? 

“No,’* says a spokesman for 
the airline. “Nfinor 
adjustments arc always made 
at the changeover from winter 
to summer schedules”. 

Is it merely a coinddence 
that these improvemeuts are 
being made on exactly the 
same day that British Airways 
loses its monopoly on the 
Manchester-Heathrow route? 
Tomorrow, British Midland 
starts eight flights a day 
between the two aiiports. The 
new airline plans a journey 
time as short as 55 minutes; 

BA denies that it is trimming 
published sdiedules just to 
challen^ the new oompetition, 
even though it will be using 
e.iactly Ihe same Boeing and 
dying to preciseh' the same 
overcrowded airport as before. 

Travellers from Scotland 
will find their services on 
British Midland curtailed 
because of the new route and 
subsequent transfer of 
resources. But do we really 
need all these alternatives? In 
the past six months, travellers 
between Manchester and the 
capital have acquired the 
added choice of four flights ftb.. 
London CSty on KLM uk, as 
well as 16 Virgin trains and a 
wayward Vi^es & West sernce 
every ■> not to mention 
numerous National Eiqpiess 
buses. 

It’s not as if the head.-to> 
head competition between BA 
and Briti^ Midland is having 
a dramatic effect on fares; if 
you want to travel from 


ba(^ neid weekei^ tta^owest 
fare on both airiin^ V • 
(more than four cbdoMiO ';- 
^eapest rail tideet). 


As these two pages reveal, 

British Airways is expanding its 
flights from Gatwick, including 
a new service to Abidjan in 
Ootc d’Ivoire. Yet I believe this 
latter route is in fact a re- 
establishment of an earlier ser- 
\ice. British Caledonian (catdi 
line, until the takeover BA: 
‘‘We oever forget you have a 
choice”) used to operate to 
AMca. 

When I was a securi^ 
guard frisking passengers at 
Gatwick airport in die late 
Seventies, it was easy to envy 
travellers jetting off to the four 
comers of the world. The only 
ones 1 felt sorry for were those 
cramming abo^ a liny BAC 
I-l 1, destination AbidjaiL This 
was not the oon-stc^ that 
British Airways starts f^ng 
lomorruw. but an ^all stations 
to Africa" service that called, 
if memory serves me right, at 
Madrid, Tangier, Dakar, 

Banjul and Accra. Did ai^ne 
cvvr travel on this, and are 
thev back yet? Let mo know. 


My Continental Airlines 
night to Mexico for the report 
on Canciin was a little late 
leaving Gatwick, but the 
choice of what Americans call 
**die-plaiinig music” seemed 
unneccssurily self-critical: 
Carole King’s greatest hit, “It's 
Tim Late". Looking at the 
airline*.s Go Forward plan to 
“Make Reliability a Rcali^'”, I 
remembered why punctuality 
is a comparty obsession: 
"Employees receive a SlOO 
huniis for any month when 
Continental ranks first in on- 
time arrivals". 
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the Ivory 


Once he cut through the masses of ri^. t^e, Stephen Wells found a wartn 
wdcomd in the fc^er Ircnch'cblbhy of d'Ivoire ^ 









The aiipoit ofi&iai had a pistd at hK sidA 

and looked menacii^ Ibniaiiv^T plead- 
ed: "BuL ixiy guidebook said I didn't need 
a vi^” Ununpressed, he led me mto h& bf- 
flee. They said Africa was all about meet- ' 
ing pec^le, but this was i»(foably not what 
they had in mind. Freirch is the ofSdal lai>- 

guage of this ex-color^, so I tried to resur- 
rect my A-level stalls and seartired in' n^ 
phrase book for Tm new around here. Let 
me know when 1 am supposed to bribeyou, 
monskur." 

I paid for niy enw in time rather 
money. After a few hours of mind-melting 
bureaucracy, I was'aDowed out on condhiott 
that I spent the next two days visiting every 
civfl service department in town, collecting 
all nuumer of stamps and agnatures. 

Outside the aiipm that vnll welcome the 
first DC-10 direct from Gatwick tomonow, 
Cdte dTvoire is a vivacious country burst- 
ing with eneigy.-Tbe people are complete 
jokers, the sun shines, and it is a fresh £nut 
fiesta. Men wear long robes called boubous 
and the women are wrapped in endless tracts 
of material A few surprises have 

to be expected, thou^ Not many people 
come here, so the guidebooks can be ratiier 
dated. You are more likely to btioq) into 
Andy Kershaw than jni Dando. 

I b^an nqrwalkmg tour of AbicOan, hop- 
ing to take in 'some of the other attractions 
apart from the government offices. This, 

most prospetons French ooloi^, i^ed 
to be called the Paris of West Africa. It is 
a modem dty with skyscrapers, super- 
markets and traffic jams. 

There are plenty of reasonable places 
to stay for just a few poimds. If you want 
opulence, then there is the famons H5tel 
Ivoire for about £50 a The dty is neat 

to a 100-miMoog lagoon, on theotiier ade 
of which is the old capital of Grand-Bas- 
sam. Here there are l^tless stretdies of 
tranquil Atlantic beaches with faded colo- 
nial bouses among the palm trees. The 
sleepy remains of a bygone era give the, 
place a relaxing, tuneless air. 

. Althou^i it is called the '‘Ivory Coast”, 
there are not Ihe masses of wildlife that yon 
find in !l^t Africa. The main attraction is 
meeting people and this is best 
from ^idjah. So, visas in hand, my friend 
and I abandoned Inxmy and headed inland. 
We found a gradual tiansitioD in washing 
fociUties. frxnn en-suite bathrocmis to en-cor- 
ridor bathrooms to en-bucket bathrooms. 
The road ^'Stem was good, though, and we 
took a bus for 150 miles for 2,000CFA 
(about £3). 

Most countries in what used' to be 
French West Africa have the CFA (Com- 
munautd Finand^ Afiicaine) as their cur- 
rency. French francs can be changed 
anywhere, but outside Abidjan you may as 
well throw away your dollars, sterling and 
traveller's cheques. 

Wte bought a wooden set of African 
backgammon called an/ali and acquired a 
never-ending source of friends. 

U French had not been vridely spoken 
then we would have been lost, since every 
town seems to have its own local iangua^. 


IvDiians^a hoq^Ue'l^di, and we 
were invited to mth seve^ famfliesi 
We were sery^ a tiadltioiia] meal otatie- 
Jd (a cassava tuto dried, grated and 
steamed into subn^Ssiqn to produce a type 
of couscous). It isiieut to, be eaten with 
the hands. This wfe ^ariy iinpcAsible, so 
we entertained our hoists by rbalring an ir- 
ledeemable itrera of our clothes, tiien wip- 
ing ourselves' down with some di^osable 
traveller’s cheques. 

Fbr dessert there was fried plantaiiL The 
huge fruit are like savoury bananas on 
steroids. 

Then we left for Yamoussoukro, vdiidi 
became the capital 15 years ago. 
Houphoukt-Boigiv (let’s call him Ifoofy for 
now), the president from independence in 
I960 until his death in 1993, decided that 
it would be nice to have his home village as 
the capital I guess it made Juggling state 
commitments and viating the relatives eas- 
ier. He ploughed a vast amount of money 
iiUo it, but an ms favourite govenunent de- 
partments have stayed in Abir^an. 


' Thedtyhasaj»erideaiti8lpakce,sur- 
ronnded ^ a crocodile;£U^ and 

a virtualty emptylo^nty&lel (w- 

piisingty) Hold Pieai(ienL.>T!he most 
aina23ng.consaiictioii.hereis-iiie haaiUea. 
It is alm^-identi^.tp & !peteifs m ^ 

tendbm. It is a bizarre right, rSsmg 'out of 
the African buriu It cost' a^staggdjng 
'£2d0m and has 36 stained-glara wiiidaws, 
hand-blown tty. the best raakess-xn Rcance, 
stretching up 30 metres from the floor. If 
you foolishly think that Africa is nothiiig 
but mud huts, then this is the place to 
come. 

Out of the equatraial sun, we relatiied the 

ah- fn nHitinningj iphilet arimiring the heaw- 

tifril marble and granite. Finding a free seat 
was no problem; there were 7,000 ofthmn,- 
and onty -a hanc^ of people wmshipping. 

Since Hbofy’s death, tiiere has been a 
relativety snaooth transition to a demo- 
cratically elected leader with more down- 
to-earth ideas and a more pronounceable 
surname. 
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Tb txa^ further.northwe took the train. 
Its state of repair frsewheeled downhill 
for many years but it is still called the Ez- 
I»ess (that Ivorian bumoiir again). The 
scenery rfiang« from patches of rainforest 
to open savannah. Sdlers assault the train 
at every station and women crane np with 
mountainoos trays of mangoes on their 
heads. When the sun beats down, a mangp 
hat is definitety worth having. Yon can bity 
your own body wei^ of bananas for next 
to nothing, provided yoii are not paying m 
dollars. . ‘ 

The train journey Was rather oonfiising 
since ail towns seem to end in ’’dougou”. 
Wb passed Ngoilodougou, Komborodougon 
and Ferkesridougou. The trw was head- 
ing for Ouagadougou, across tiie border in 
Burkina ihso, but we got off at Ouao- 
gokrioij^on, roletyon the grounds cf its hav- 
ing to our ^^festem eyes, the most lidiadous 




. One day there will be souvenir stands 
here selling T-shitts with *Tve takmi the 
Onangolodoagoa'cboo-cfaoo” Nearby.tiiere 


are buffing markets, ^riiere we I 


Getting there 

The new British Airways non-stop 
flight from Gatwick to Abidjan 
begins tomorrow and operates on 
Wednesdays and Snnda^ thereafter. 
The lowest official fare direct from 
the airline is £902, bat throu|^ 
discount agents such as Bridge the 
World (0171-911 0900) h is being 
sold for £539 (including taxes) from 
April to June. 


15 amce ajpa to ' 


More informatirai 
British passport holders require a 
visa. Tb get one, write to the 
Embasty of the Cote dTvoire, 2 
Upper Belgrave Street, London SWl 
(0171-235 6991). You must complete 
two application forms, supply two 
photc^phs and psy £40. 


not ^ admitted defeat and accqAqVthe 
.spoon offered to frneigaers. 

BveotuaOy we read^ the border with 
Mall land borders are mudi less hastie than 
airports. An Ivorian woman on our bus did 
not have the right papers, so paid for a pil- 
lion ride on the back of a scooter-through 
the bush, and rejoined the road a few miles 
past the customs post . 

Cdte dTvoire is a rewarding country to 
visit The traveUing is easy and cheap. The 
dimate is cooler tiian you may ima^ne, with 
temperatnres gpnef^y onty in the hi^ 
twenties all year round, and yon can stay 
healthy if you the usual precautions. 
The people are welcoming, but unless 
government offices paiticolarty fascinate 
you, it is probabtybest to buy a visa before 
you go. 



traces of the Ivory Coast: the main attraction is meeting people - /ti>ic4an' 
market, tc^ and fishing poi% above Photographs: Robert Harcfing' 


Excellent holiday. That's the one your suitcase had . . . 


Have you heard the one about the bloke 
firom Leicester who saved all his super- 
market tokens for a dream tidret to New 
York? WbU, the holiday was great bnt on 
the vny back he was just doring off when 
a steward accidentally diucked a glass of 
red wine mto his lap. Our man was reassured 
that if he removed an his dotfies and temp- 
orarily donned a First Class sleep-suh, the 
cabm crew would have his trousers dry in 
time for touchdowu. But it was bad news 
for breakfast. The steward came to confess 
that the slacks were dry but exiensiveiy 
stained, so be was welcome lo leave the air- 
craft in his oomplimcntaiy p)'janias. 

Rast the fixed grins at the j^e door, past 
the puzzled looks on the long walk to im- 
migratiou, forced to re-enter Britain in bed- 
wear, all that kept hun going was the 
thought of slipping into something more suit- 
able when he was eventnally reunited with 
his luggage. But guess what? Ifisba^ wasn't 

there. He was forced to stride casually 


When your luggage gets lost, what does an airline do? 
Heap indignity on inconvenience, writes Liz Kershaw 


through oistoms in mght attire, with notb- 
ing to dedaze but his enfoarrassmeoL 

The airline reluctantly suggested be went 
shopping in London. He could Haim back 
wtet he qpent Sony, but his ordeal thmugh 
Heathrow had convinced him that he 
wasn't up to a stroll down Oxford Street 
He pleaded for a taxi home but that was 
refined, andso, with only w4iat be stood up 
in - white lightweight polycotton with the 
airiine's logo embroidered across his chest 
- be set out by Thbe to catch the train to 
the Mdlamte. It was tainir^ at T 
tion, and as he tried to get a taxi his corp- 
orate casuals became dstuibingly dingy and 
tronspari^t. 

ImRgine his surprise when he finaltyshut 
his front door behind him and saw that his 


subcase lud beaten him to it Located vdiile 
he was xnaknig his case in Tbnnioal 3, it had 
been whisked home in a nice warm car. - 

Up ro last year I had never fully ap- 
preciated the honor of lost higgage. It was 
something that happened to other people. 
A bit of a gig^e. Made a good story. 

Until tile day 1 q>ent shuffling around 
the poshest hotel Fd ever been to in ny life. 
I was a paying guest, and should have been 
eqpying tile spaikliDg pool or a pristine sun 

lounger. Ii^ead I looked like a bag lady 
witiiout a b^ because C^znanair had man- 
aged to get me to Grand Cayman, bat not 
mydoti^ 

Then, in Dublin last spring I ^)ent two 
drys without die bare essentials vriifie Aer 
Ungus tried fo track ddwn ny artist’spbit-- . 


folio. IVe never, been known to put paiiit 
' to paper; in fact I was misring a bri ght red 
vanity case. It took a few phone calls to sort 
that oat, but I had plenty oftime \riiile skulk- 
ing in ny hotel room w&hing Fd held on 
to one of diose emergency tooth' brushes 
they give you on planes. 

November, on a trip to Orkney, ny 
bag fun of tbeonals and sturdy outerwear 
stayed put at Heathrow while I arrived in 
lOrkwall in a frizuy suit and handbag. It was 
very windy and very cold. Tbey were not ny 
fevourite aufine. Next morning; cnmqfled. 
and smelly, I went shopinag. ... 

Reoentty, as 1 inched Sty way tdeaxy'<yed 
off a flight from Miami, T was inrited to 
malte styself known on iMvxng the aircrafL 
1 was quite exrited to be greyed by a grin- 
ning guy vritb a golden tan and ea^ smile 
.set c^by his red aBdgold'ri^afia,'k)o)dDg 
every inch the game show bosL'He greet- 
ed me MflmsfasticaBy. I w estisaOed. Vlte 
I the.hicfey wnmer of a faiedida^ No. The 


game was Spot Your fjiggag** and their an- 
swer to Bob Monkhouse had come to tell 
me that on that great carousel of fortune 
in the sky Fd landed on "Lose everything 
a^un". AIT my bagswere still in the States. 
Go direct to bag^tge reclaim. Do not pass 
tiirou^ Do not collect any thing. Do not 
e^iect aitythmg. Go straight home and well 
beintoodiL 

After a standoff with a freshty groomed 
duty maiiager^ with two small, sleepy child- 
ren dingiag to my shorts, and just the bags 
under my eyes, we went home In a taxi. A 
cot^ of calls to customer services, and our 
cases arrived 31 hours later. The following 
day came an apolo^ and travel vouchers 
for £200. Our man in Leicester was event- 
ualtyoffereda trip to Newark. Nice- but 
aU we really wanted was a bit of tympatity 
and practical help at the time of need. 

Meanwhfle Fm working out where in the 

world I can go with £200 and one piece of 
hud ta g ga g e. 


Now you can cifford td take the 


whole squad to France this summer. 






SMpwwvar bgoMnos mimfat maefa l Siy in advann and by the 31 m March less. 




■'i ■ .'. '.'ii'J .•*. 




























. ■v‘a'^'.--;'. :.'s; 


'■ "V. 


... .. .urrliiiRpeopI*-^ 


ad ■■■ 


3/TRAVEL: NEW DESTINATIONS 


. the indetendent 

SATURDAY 28 MARCH 19«>S 

■ 3 



last resort 



A brand-nesift^ k^ieduled flig^ to 
■Mexico’s, main Caribbean resort 
opens up the Yucatiri Peninsula . 
to travellers. But the:.c»a:esses on 
Ihe idand drove Caider 
to drink; tequila, irwfai:^ 


Here’s a -fo the of the fiist-em 
British -Airwaye- fK^t firwn nawrflq {o 

Catw^ad^ tdtes off dns Mbfid^db 
thebeaidi^depamm, guarantee a jdane 
load of ideased passeageis and a placid 
£1^ ba^to Ganrick. 

Hiepoaiterssbbi^ beoonteo^ 
Mesco’s main Caxffibeni zeswt is one irf 
those laie places wfaete, wliatoeryou want 
from a jbuiuey, yon wffl pnHndify findiL 

If you desire- mmely to toast on die 
beach, t^e by the pod and taae.nodi' 
ing riskier than a 'bmger, stay pat on the 


■■ 

.. f«^[- 
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pg^maDg that constitmes the MaCaocfin 
But allow yonrself, and your aftenfionj to 
drift along thebeadi past fheflie ratnn, and 
you may get cao^t up in one of the tan- 
gled tales of this stzange ootoct of the world 
^innidog from an ancient of limestane 
is the Mayan temffte of ttm sccMpion. Aigr- 
one caring to glatnce up from their pooll- 
side pifia cpiada sees that tmnists are 
treqessing on the teiriuny of <«e of the 

world’s greatest ch rilisations- 

Some,nodoubt,wfllasetheiiewairioute 
as a stqjpfQg-stone to get de^t^ into 
Mayan life. But they, too, sbcmld dawdle m 
Cancihi and gawp at what passes for cirili- 
satum St flie back end of the 20th ceatmy. 

^Bavd writers are frmd of trotting out- 
tbetnnmidiatC&DcftnwassrieciBdbyboih- 
puter- mtheeaifySnentie^diestiQiygoes, 
the Mexican anthoritks rsa a program to 
identify the ideal to develop to uri s m 
on the Caribbean coasL libt even m those . 
tedmolo^cany olden days, you wouldn’t 
have needed so nmclras a Sindiar ZXSl 
to work oftt that a IZ-niile'st:^ of golden 
sand noth the Caribbean sea pB one ride and 
anopkal l^gopn cm the otbex mi^ prqve 
to be apretty good pace to p^nt a resort 

1^ Natif^ GeqgTHftixniiq) of Ite 
catSnPcnnisula, dated 1970, sfaowsaUaidc 
shred of sand dangling from the eastem- 
nx)5tpc^mMeDcaBytbeeodoftheceD- 
tuiy Iria Cancdn will edq)se Mexico CSy 
as the richest ritriest place in this wide and 
wonderful country^ 

Sunglasses are mandatoiy— 'first, to 
fend your eyes against the blaring tropical 
sun that dances down to.play higb-ener^ 
hopscotch between tile uhrawliite sand and 
ee^bbie sea;-latBr^ to shade the neon tiiat 
dasles through the warm breath of. a 
Caribbean, dusk. Almost every y^ aloi^ 
the spine <rf the island is filled witbbeavy- 
dufy tourism infrastructure: dozens of bi^ 
brash hotels, interlaced witii nanieg 

sucdi as the Hard Rock CahS and TGI En- . 
day’s. A fren^ of feeding, and more par- 
tiwilari y ri rintring- takes fdace eadi evening. 

Oowyour^'es and you think you could 
easify be in Florida: open them again and 
yon will be convinced that you’ve slipped 
through a time-space puncture and arrived 
mthevidniy of Daytona Beadu especially 
at.tim time of year, when the ’’^ning breaks 
crmnkaie in town: these under-21 refrigiees 
fiom harsh US ii«nsing laws take advan- 
ta^ of Mexico's relaxed attitude to alco- 
hol to get sozzled in the sun for a weekend 
oravfeek. Forget lager louts; teqnila tear- 
' are much more intimidatizig. 

Yon get the strong inqiression that 
some of them don’t know they’re m afor- 
eigD country, and r^ard Mexico as just a 
'wayward. US state - th^ don't even need 

ajnsspbrt to^ in. Ifyou feelmiadrievous, 
ooodi^ a Surv^ among your feDow guests 
■ to a ge if th^ “can where they are. 

in Nifyana, cnan”, was the doseixguess 

of a' Vnn^e ^udoot Sta gg ering out of the 
ikt^eating/driolcing^sbopping complex. 

. : Not that I. have aiy ^nnds to feel 

aupienor; I’m writing this oh the verandah 

Of ^ Oofoa^ Stealdtouse, having travried 
the length of the in a vain aiten^t 

io find srmie friendly Mexicans witii vriioiD 


to drink and ^ne. Not a su^ coRttna has 

giTviMwH fha ftwriatiglif ^ an nf 

bGl^ SadiOSl am tiirffing tn#rt a h rtfww 

boiger at Chttedn’5 £am Anstralhm xeslaiir- 
, aiu. It's iSmt to leave. 

. . Pepmaugtalees^ipfmimarriyUft^wft. 

onds, thofyeitnency Of hoses roaring bade 
airi lortiiakiqgifae sn^Tlireepesosf^), 
10 mhratt and lots of g-foiees later, yon 
oass.the bridge thw mamlnd imd mu 
deposfred to the tom of Caneftn - a gen- 
uine Mddcan oommunify that wis^ keqis 
its distaadB fiotn the /htcr Florida on the 
'Mand; The andnent noise here is of ani- 
mated tifiEs rather than an^fified rSfr. Real 
d(^ scaveagp among aukward coDcieie ar- 
chitecture 4tfthe'‘<di, well firtwh fr offhrt- 
ei’’ school of buildfri^ vriifle a hilarioDsfy 
Heath Robinson machine ip the dimiters 
our the blank discs (rf coin that constitute 
the faifo (rf a Mesdean ^et: tartilla& On the 
mam square^ the riiaipfy defined feoes of 
the desdendanls of the Maya smile as they 
offer you said tortiOas, cleep fried and 
wrapped around cheeses and <*feiMn 

Along the street at one of a rabble of 
bars, a fiiendfy local trill correct yoor 
tequila tediniqne. Forget tbe-time and salt 
p CTfo r mance; here, they alternate strigs 
of the fie^ cactus sinrit with gulps of 
sangrita,x ^licy tomato concoction. The 
TOutineis a bit tike nririrs a bloody Mary 
inyonrsfoirach, onfy joffier. 

And tiie vast lemainderpf Medco be- 
yond.the resOrt is a bit tike Caocun, onfy 
much jolfa'er. A 4G-iiunute feriy ride takes 
you aci^ topqper-ahqiedlda.h^mes: ■■ 
literg^ dte ifdahd of Wthhei^ tibbei^ tiie 
gend^ seem aboard tbs qtiin- 

ter ofjiqck. UnUkrtbe a^acent island, nor- 
mal fife never lelinqoisbBd oootroL 
IKflim mosnentt of lanrfing. yon can hear 
tirariirieksfrrxn a schoplpibygi^ 

reafise that timartfficnl resort yoG have 
iefC behind is devoid of shch natural ph^ 
nrxnena as chihben. The hland’s only 
town loolm as tiiop^ some eixBtit rids have 
got hold of a giant pamting set and plas- 
tered erofa house in tnereariz^ Wrin 
ocdoois. ^Vho needs neon when tte stm sets 

alight a' Awrfffig agimmar ina apaitmCOt 

block, just akmg from that imposril^ or- 
ange cafe? A rare blank wall has been 
cheered up by a rriatrro Fhtt 47 rawftrcRjri. 
If yon hop o^ as far as this island, your 
whole trip wiQ have been wurtiiwiiile. 

Hy.thou^theridealoiigtiieinostbQF- 
it% road in the world. The Ugjbway east to- 
wards Mdrida and Merioo Gty strides 
through wearisooM unfimnufy. The Yiicatdn 
mninsula is as flat as a punctured airbed, a 
slab ^ low-lerri limestone dressed in qriuii^ 
fo^attbesuoUastedendoftbediysea- 
sem Nowand agato (he fragile oust o^Iqises 
to form a boiMe, a ^ant and niystically cir- 
cular well, but so^ secrets are concealed 
from tiie ahxqdsUL It drones emfor two or 
three hoora before yon spot vriiai seems to 
he a tiwimh ftaaapp«qiT tn £ qq the horizon. 

The doser^u got, the more your jaw . 

thft aurtarinw^ ? ^1*^ main 

pyramid at Chldidnltzi, the jBnest Mayan 
site in Mexico. Cbe(± m m one of the over- 
priced fieapits in the straggly adjacent vil- 
lage of Piste, and rise at da^ Get to tiiB 
site five minutes befr^ it ofGdally opens 
at 8am, and hc^ that ^ ch^ on (he gates 
let you in a little eaify. *nien sprint to the 
80-ft summit of a l,00&-yi»-ddstnictuce, 
El CastiDo (’’the castle”) ty the 
awestruck Spanirii conquastador^ 

- -fnnom the top you wffl g»sp r- ehfaer at 
the sight of sudi a peifectfy|ffesezved dfy, 

or because the 60-degree of the-steps 

osateyou feel a-tad inseebre. 'Vbar head 
may also swim at the thought that the fea- 
tures of this pyramid - steps, terraces and 
pa ofi ff _ are denominated to describe the 




Temple of the Vfernors, Chicben Itza, 
(main picture): e eendte (right), vriiere 
the fraj^ limestone cnist of the 
Yhcatibi has collapsed; Canedn Island, 
enoent and modem (above) 

Main phofo^aph, MPL FpgdeiVBroce 
Coleman; ab^e and right Simon Caido' 


CANCUN CONNECTIONS 


Getting there 
Simon Calder paid £455 for 9 
CoDtineutal Airlines Calwick-Caocim 
ticket, via Houstort The new direct 
flight oa British Airways (0345 
222111) costs more than £600 if you 
book direct, but through agencies such 
as JoumQr Latin America (0181-747 
3108) the fare for April is £467, 
mcludiug UK and Mexican taxes. Note 
that the fere can be combined with a 
Mexico Gfy Q^t at the same fere. 

Charters are also available from 
Gatwick and Manchester. Th^ are 
mostfy sold as part of podcage holidays. 


by operators such as First Choice 
(0161-745 7000), Airtours (0541 
500479) and Thomson (0990 502.^80). 

Red tape 

Viritois require a tourist card, which 
is issued frto by the airline, or at the 
frontier if you enter by land. 

More information 
Mexican Minisiiy of Tourism. 60 
llafalgar Square, London WC2N 5DS 
(0171-734 1058). Note that ihs office 
takes a substantial riesta. dosng each 
day from 1 J(^pm to 3pm. 






As the arithinetical b^jns to swarm 
with risitora, join the swiri and try to make 
sense of tiie ancient ball courts - ^antic 
arenas, taggn (andposribly iabetternic^ 
than CancAn alxpOTt — and CiviC h tiildinp 
vriiose stern formality sneers at tiie feeble 
assaulb of time and the elements. You wSH 
leave qiidi6n ItzfihumUed, aeotefy aware 
of just how temporaiy and sbaUowaie you 
and your feDow tourists. 


Back oo the beadi at Canefin, anyone 
gazing sl^wards see more aeronaut- 
jcal activzQ' chan jiBt a bfolane towiqg a ben- 
aer prodainueg the beuefits of Pond’s 
cocDMtica. At the airport, demand a win- 
dow seat ou the left of the plane and hope 
fora pilpt in a good mood. The captain of 
the mudi-delayed Boeing subdned a plane 
fen of hot, bothered passengers by sooth- . 
tngiy pnxnism^ ”Ladia tmd geatiemeo, for 


your pleasure we're going to make the 
beach departure.” Hu^ I thought grump- 
ify, the pOot Just means that the wind 
direction obliges him to take off towards 
thesea. 

Three minutes later the plane, and my 
Opinion of Continental Airies;, changed 
course by 180 degrees. Suddenfy we were 
gliding along at 24X)0fr aramd the foot of 
the island, then following the beach every 


inch of the way. “Sec if you can your 

hotel,” recommended the caplain. 

I cheated a bit: looked for the temple 
of the scorpion instead, and found it cow'- 
ering between giant cathedrals of indul- 
gence. But from this distance, Mexico's lata 
resort took on a unifonn magnificence. 

Ai ground level you would scarcely haw 
credited it, but, gradually, even the island 
of Canalm began to look bcautifol. 
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A pbiM - . . 

^^iniit^ for Inteiiding trans- 
atlantic tiweUeis who haven't 
T^bpdEed foe fli gh ts to the US 
Easter it could be too 

Bor the first three months 

.Qfthigy^.ajriines love been 
efii^fog hrmr fiiues than ever 
befo^ As a result, flights 
behi^ now and Tlisd2fy'(the 
>st M March) are fully 
*^ked even' for those pre- 
pared- to'pay full feres. And 
begins, the pre” 
rush means space is still 
^ X^j^t'sppczafists ' 

tiuti the onfy significant ' 
~ 'aro on indhect routes 

iFraoce via Aris) or lem . 

uAiSie'aulii^ such-'i^ - 
tAirMys and Air Indi^ 



CHE C K 
OUT 


Atrm . 

Ati^ifl Railways (01473 693469) 
is ofEermg a ‘^London Evening 
Chit” ticket for two people trav- 
giiwig together, oostfeg^^fioai 
Ipswidi and 8 from Norwich. 

you can tiiavd soutii cm the 
•4.05pm from Norwich or later, 
andretuDD on one of tbelast two 
twiinc jif the 'evening Cff on the 
-fiistoiratiieibllowiQgnioniiag. 

Book by 2imi tiic dayheftwe. 


A boat 

Brilam's hugest holiday con»^ 
pany, Tliomsoa, should be 
unddgoing fiptatiem m May; m 
anyevent, it can sendyou float’ 
ing around tiie Caribbean. Hie 
compare (0990 502562) has 
taken an allocation bn a Nor- 


uwgMH 5ka, and is ufleting a 
Jewels of the Caribbean ennse 
over the summer, bq^nning at 
Santo Dmniago and calling in at 
St Antigua, St Maailen, 
St Tbomas and San Juan. Races 
range from £859 to £1,505. 

A drink 

Think tirice before taring dufy-. 
.free booze on that cruise. The 
-Thomson brochure warns that 


the vessel ’’prohirife passengera 
from bringjog their- own alco- 
holic b e vera g es aboard; any 
duty-free purchases be held 
by -tbe purser’s office, and 
retmned to guests at the end of 
' their cruise”. 

A meal 

'Agenutae dBsm;isIand setting- 
with the sand betweenyonr toes 
and jnaJoiti (palm-thatch) 
above your bead. The brad-, 
itional meal oonforises marin- 
ated fish and cocoaixi, febnlous- 
lasting vhole crabssteamed in 
gmgBc, foliowed by barbecued 
fishvritb SwahSisauce, a c c om - . 
panled by- coconut rice..axid 
chapetis”. This revieer the 
XsIandRestaunsi, at the 


fer soutii of the Ket^nan coast, 
is taken from Essen^ JCerw. 
out this week from AA 
lish^ Other titles in the new 
series cover Prague, California 
and Bali & Lombok, each 
priced at £4v99. 

A room 

... in Sydney costs more from 
Wedne^ay, when accommod- 
ation tax rises to 7 per cent to 
cover the cost of tbe 2000 
Olympics. 

A week ftom new 

... the Edinburgh Folk Festival 

is getting underway at various 

venues around the cify. Chfl the 

Queen’s Hall bes office on 

0131-6682019. 


A month from now ... 

... the latest addition to the 
Disn^ esqme will be Tccehrii^ 
its fiin visitois. Disney’s Ani- 
mal Kingdom promises to “tell 
tbe story of all animals > real, 
imagmaiy and extinct - with 
thri^g attractions, dramatic 
landscapes and close encoun- 
ters with exotic creatures”. The 
park is at the Walt Disn^ 
Wceld Resort, near Orianda 

Ayearfrom now ... 

... the new fece of Butiin's 
"Fkmify Entenaimnent Res- 
orts” be revealed. The for- 
mer bolid^ camps at Bognor 
Regjs, Minehead and Stegness 
are being refurbished, and ore 
due to open at Easier 1999. 


XhOMI^ 


UnSHMB^ 


The wiimbis LottoAM numben for tfrawdate 24,3.99 aro; 
lie Znd 3re 4th 5th 



I giMliiidifo I 
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4/TRAVEL: LAKE DISTRIGT 


In the swim: et the Lakeside 
Aquatarium you view tile water 
worM from the inside out 

Photograph: jon Winter 


A wonder 
called fish 


For a watery insight into Windermere - fish, 
pond skaters and all - Sarah Collins and her 
two sons visited the Lakeside Aquatarium in 
Cumbria. They talked to Jon Winter 



There ought to be a siga saying “please do 
not tickle the trout" when you step into the 
Lakeside Aquatarium in Cumbria. Enter- 
taining as it may seem to dangle your d^- 
its in the fish-filled pool just inside the 
entrance, it'll always be the resident trout 
that have the last laugh when they greed- 
ih' snatch your fingers. 

Any trauma siifered through fins fiist en- 
counter with the aquatic life of the Lake Dis- 
iriA will dissolve with a quick geograpl^r 
lesson, explaining when and how the land- 
scape of the lates formed, before you ar- 
rive at the mountain top. This aquarium is 
most unlike the exotic sea Ufo centres, com- 
plete with sharks and stii^;c{^ th^ have 
been pc^inng up around the country. Here, 
your joum^^pring^ to life ameu^gj^ becks 
and bogiand, a saturated land ^ ^ogy 
^bagnum moss and emerging rivets. 
With the sound of a tridding stream in your 
earsyon can peer into thiseasily-oveiiooked 


miniature water worid. inhabited die stick- 
leback. minn ow and common toad. 

A little ferther downstream, there are 
more hands-on etiiibits, and an aquatic lab- 
oratory equipped with microsct^ies and 

magniyr^ glasses Helpfi il sfaff am iiaially 

on hand to answer questions and help you 
marvel in dose-up at the watery ways of the 
whirligig beetle and pond skater. 

As gravi^ gains the upp^ hand, the 
streams and rivers running off the moun- 
tain top collect in deep scars that were cut 
into the landscape retreating glaciers 
10,000 years ago. Ibik^ we know these as 
the Lakes, andyourjoam^ first takes you 
to the centre-piece Windermere tank, be- 
fore continuing bade alcmg the bed of the 
lake through a transparent tunnel 

Viewed inside out, the bke is fasdnat- 
mg, and it^ here in the tunnel under the 
lake that you meet the stars of the show. 
At the surface th^ may look like plain old 


duck5.butseeofiombelowtbeir8killeddiv- 
ing for^ to the bottom of the S-metre tank 
make a memorable s^L' 

“Hiis year we want to get inside the tank 
with sci^ gear and ^int out the idifier- 
ent spedes to visitors in the tunnel using 
a waterproof pad and pen," eqilained a 
keeper. “We’re also going to start hand- 
feeding him," he enthused, pointing to a 
.3-ft catfish - waving gently in the iBow. 
“He’s onfy young at the moment, but vAiea 
he matnres he should reach aiQund 10ft > 
and, better stiQ, the bigger he g^ows, fire 
uglier he is going to get He’ll i^eod most 
of the time wallowing out of sight ax ftie 
bottom vdien he does get quite big, so the 
plan is to wait undl the tunnel is foil of vi^ 
itors and then lure him up to feed face to 
face with everyone." 

Leaving the lake's still waters, you re? 
join the flow as H wanders On throng low- 
land Cumj^iia to where river merges into 


esfoaiy and grey mullets, flounders and sea 
anemones appear m die tanks. here fliat 
you leave the tranquil ddicate world of the 
lakeland over as water disappears out 

to sea. When 1 visiied, one section was be- 
ing refurbished to accommodate a pair of 
otters. No doubt the fioikking these furry 
creatures yrill steal the limelight from the 
diving ducks when they arrive at Easter. 

The visitora 

Sandra CoDms^ ftom Huinbeiside, took her 
twosttUyBeqaintn, 13,aiidMatdiew,nme. 

Sandra: We had a great dme. 1 tbou^t the 

boys would enjoy it more than me, but 1 
surprised myself. There is quite a varieQr 
and Ipaitknlariy 13^ the way dialyou fol- 
low the story of a river - and aren’t die 
ducks great? If it stops raining we are go- 
ing out with the field book to see what we 
can. reoc^oise down by the real lake. 


If I was disappointed with anything, it 
was the video presentation. Ws fooug^t it 
' was going to be a nature documentary or 
something, but it Seemed to be more 
about tourism in the Lake DistricL Also, 
the visit is maybe a bit eaqien^. Ib^tber 
with the field book we paid about £13, and 
it didn’t even take an hour to go round. 

Benjamin: 1 liked iL 1 have seen the big 
rays in that last tank before, at the Sealife 
Centre in Scarborou^ But there weren’t 
maiy b^ fish here, oce^ for the catfish; 
he was good. I thhA favourite was the 

iguana [an overseas i^tor in the aquaquest 
lab]. The man kl it out of its tank for a walk 
and we were watdung it watch the fish 
through the glass. 

Matthew: I thought the best bit was see- 
ing Ben underwater in the tunnel vrtien-I 
was on the bridge. 


The deaf 

Getting there: The Aquatarium is locat- 
ed at l^akeside. near Newby Bridge at the 
southern tip of Windermere (U15395 
30153). By car it is a 25-ininutc drive along 
the A590 from junction 36 on the M6. The 
nearest station ts-VVindermcre, which has 
direct cmmuctions with Oxenholmc, Rcston 
fin d Wigan, all of which are on the main nul 
netwo^ Fccnn Windermere you can take 
the'steamer across the lake to Lakeside. 
Opcfdng times: daily from 9am to 5pni 
(last emiy 4pm). 

A dwlssi ort: adults £4.95, children £3.45, 
fomily ticket (two adults with up to three 
dnldten) £15^0, difldrea under four free 
ofcbaige. 

^dHties: fon access for the disaMcd. A well 
stocked shq> has all manner of watery sou- 
venirs and lcy& There is no cafe or toilet in- 
side the Aquatarium; visitots are directed 
towards a coffee shop and toilets nearby. 


How to make tracks through a patch of tranquillity 


Weekend walk: 
Matthevy Brace 
explores a stretch 
from Rosthwarte to 
Stonethwarte that 
provides the perfect 
introduction to 
Lakeland tramping 


At the end of a twisting, swoop- 
ing, Lakeland road past tnil^ 
of conifer and beech woodst lies 
a promised land. Here in a nat- 
ural anqihitheatre on the floor 
of a once glaciated vall^ three 
streams meet and combine their 
suengtb into a frothing river. On 
all sides the rust brown fells rise 
up into the clouds. 

This is Boirowdale, deep in 
the heart of the Lake DisltricL 
It can be a mournful place 
when the sides arc low but at the 
same time a haven of peace and 


beauty. It is also the wettest 
place in Britain so bring your 
waterproofs. 

I was always convinced 
Tolkein found Frodo the Hob- 
bit here, but he didn’t That was 
Herefordshire and Worcester- 
shire which seem far too tame 
in comparison. Stifl. that does 
not stop the walker familiar with 
the story imagining there are 
Hobbit holes tucked into the 
fell-sides. 

This four-mile walk, the 
Stonethwaite Strofl for want of 


a better title, is ideal as a small 
dilld's introduction to the de- 
lights of tramping the T-aVas. It 
rambles on the flat between the 
villages of Rostiiwaite and 
Stonethwaite, so ^art in ei- 
ther. 

I^iridng in both has always 
been hellish. You may find you 
are forced up towards SeatoUer 
but it is only a short walk back 
and an opportunity for anoth- 
er >new or two. 

If you dioose Rostbwaite 
walk back to the northern en- 
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trance to the village (the one 
you came through from 
Keswick). As you drove in you 
might h^ seen a small lane on 
your Find it ^am and take 
it and when it peters out follow 
on along a footpath. 

The river nmnirig paralld on 
your right is the Derwent whiefa 
frequently floods here and stops 
the tra£5c on tiie road. (Nature 
getting its own back). It has al- 
reaify been joined at this stage 
by Hanse Gill whidi tumbles 
down Hniisterltes (the bigvaI- 
leyonyourIight)alldjusta£ew 
hundred.yards down the valley 
iteriverisfiirtfaer swelled by tile 
Langserath Bede. Eventually 
the vriiole lot pemis into the 
beautiful Deiwent Water. ' 

When you zeadi tiie bridge 
at Longttiwaite don’t be teoqit- 
ed to cross it, even if the Ybuth 
Hostd on tile other side is wel- 
coihing and warm. . 

Jnsie^ head dofrn tte lane 

ghwirl nfynii flTir( rtnrfin (lift mam 

road. Lookmg back down the 
valley you should get a good 
view of the tree-cov e red Ostie 
Ct^ one of theLake District’s . 
smaller fells but a potentially 
treadierous dimb. It is very 
steq> in. places and papered 
with disu^ date mines whose 
entrances gape from ,the 
ground. Bat from a safe distmice 
h looks -fine. 

Hie read win brhigyou past 

a school playgreiind and into 
Stonethwaite triiich is little 
more than a bamteL Itam left 
just before a red [Aone box and 
cross Stonethwaite Beck on a 
I small bridge. lUin ri^t.and 
head op towards the loomicu 
fells. 

.Ahead ofyou isihevalley of 
Gteemq) Grnt^udi leads to tile 
SDmnft of UDscacf ^2,^0m): lb 
the ri^t of this is ' the 
Langstrath Volley, or the “val- 
1^ with no end" as some wafle- 
ets call iL On big treks to tire 
high peaks ft does seem an aiw^ 
fully long trudge. 

Between two is a fot 
haunch of rock known as Ea^ 
Ckag. There were once golden 
eagles here* apparently, but 
DOW nusr luve retreated (6 even 
more remote areas, iqi in' foe 
Scottish Hi^Uands. 

There is anothei footbrid^ 


across the brook just bqrond a 
wood, or stepping stones can be 
used with care at low water. 

TOillr up T jmg<aTTirh gg £gr as 
you want before beading bade. 
The RAF used to fly tiieir jets 
down the Langstra^ Fve not 
heard or seen one for several 
years but be warned they are 
dxuninably lond. . 

You come down on a rubble 
track through fields with the 
screes of Bull Crag over your 
lefttikoulder.Soon the Ghimney 
smdee of Stonethwmte can be 
seea The ISrst biifldiDg you 
win pass is the Langstrath Ho- 
tel and it is a very welooming 


It has always amazed, me 
bow tiiey get tile beer trucks up 
here thrcHigh such ti^ ^ey 
lanes but Fm ^fed th^ do be- 
cause Lakeland walkmg. re^ . 
qnues liquid oeldiration. You 
will struggle to find . a. better 
place for food, beer mid cheer , 
thaw the Langstrath. 

. A pint of Jermmgs Cum- 
berland ale and a pl^ piled 
• 1^ with wild boar pea^briag 
a smile to the most bediag^ed 
and down-hearted walker. 

If yon start this walk in 
Stonet h w ai te yon wgi benefit by 
befog in the ri^t place vtiien 
you stand up again after a 
Langstrath evenmg meal. XtfaRg- 
fog sudden^ loses its af^ieal 
But even if yon stin have to car- 
ry (HI to Roathwaite, it’s less tiian 
a mile. Either aoss hack over 
tile same fbotbiK^ in Stefoeth- 

waite and turn left or go along 
the road, turning right shorty, 
after the.8diool playground. 

Diracdons 

Start at lane by entrance to Ro& 
tinraite 

Follow to end and- cany on 

along footpath 

At bridge go straight- on to 
main road, cross 
Into Stonethwaite, left and 
cross frxMbridge 
Right and up Langsbath vaDey 
Back on track to hotel 
fiedc to Rostiiwaite over btidge 
and track or by road 

What to taka 

Kendal h^t Cake 
OS tandranger No 89 
^nhterproofs 





WIN 7 Day Florida Houday 
& BATTlfZONE PC CD-RoM 


Do^ miss this dance to win 

a .fabulous one week all 
"'chirive to Ronda for two 
Wopfe Tha indudes flights, 7 

W-rfie 
Cocoa B^xh. car 
Wre and a at the Kremedv 
Soaee t^rrw 


rebjeet to u;“nd? 'SS 

of Batxleione on PC CDqpSS: 

Orobff 1980 marked foe 
SjjiA^VU'oluUon - foe 

hrar, Aedvaon rd^ses rS? 


Jg^nglyfantaSiendbJJS 


*nd esufy I970N. 
omteMHo combines die biKt 
™irBS of currenc best sefline 
strategy games vrifo | 
rew^oonary 3D radar 
interface and seamless first 
person immer^ to deliver an 
unprecedented eamlnp 
ecperience. Batde»^ ^ 
almady received cridea) acd^ 

of 

VI* from PCGamer and PC 
roreiac respeeti^. 

To enter fob ^pedtlen dial 
the nu mber btiow. answer foe 
feljowlfig ^lesdon on line and 

MasT"'' ™™ 

Q: What was the name 
of the comet seen last 
year visible with the 
naked eye? 

Call 0930 563402 


gome 


P{U«4 K nMom afOF 


at* 
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Beam dam. 

Kend^ tte town saddled with the slogan 
“Gateway to the lakes** b a sheep'^ tfaxow 
fiom the M 6 , and a loi^sh dowidiffliKalk 
firdm Qondudnie statioa Tbb hineiaiy b 
based, qi^ cm the ro^ tto jbnns 
the qKDie of tte lidces; the A59 U winch nns 
fiom Kendal to KeswicL Madi of the kdease 
beanty-'tf- the area, ^diicfa'k) attracted 
Wardswdrifa and hb cn»ie^ hes aka^ (or 
ntore partnilaxly to dtfier sale G^dns road. 

Chedcih 

The Old England Hotel (01539 442444) m 
Bowness and the Ibutb Hostel In Amble- 
stde (01S39 432304) both offer a fine 
pro^)^ ofWindennere. Hara]gsUQ«d at 
both, bed and bcealcfast at the latter seems 
rather better value at £13.65 ai^conqaied 
with £55 siagJe/£90 double. An option the 
northern end of the area b M^et Place 
in Keswidc, where c o m p etition keqjs prices 
down, at leaa off-season. Blacbbonds out- 
side^Kirig'kAnns(01768 772183) offer 
B&B at a standby rate of £26 per n^iiL 

Take a ride 

IrafGc congestkm b terrible, with most of 
the 15 miTK an annual vishofs arriving by 
car. The places recomioendedhere can be 
reasona^ easify readied by the 553 bus 
between Keswkk and jf&ndaL CaO 01228 
606000 for times; note that wh& there are 
10 depaituresdai^ Monds^Saturday, the 
bus runs odfy five times a digr on Sunds^s. 

Take 

YeSk biii ^eie? If you are serious hill 
walker, you ^ already have the ideas, the 
equlpoumt and the 1:25,000 inaps. TOc a 
gentle hike', sm Matthew Brace’s waIkO|v 
porite; meanwhile here's'a plan Cor more 
metropolitan strollers, like me: Ifeswibk b 
much more of a {xoper town, andxnndi ks 
crowded, rhan many of the towns and vil- • 
lages feither south in Cumbria. 

Start at the Market Place, where the 
handsome Rawn^ HaQ bdds CDurt-and, 
indeed, used to be wfaere.riUaiDS were both 
tried and imprisoned. Writ south and you 
read) the breathtaking Alhambra Cinema, 
cm St Johri Slre^ whose jadiant tenncotta 


‘ iJt.-’’. . •; 'j*' ■ }■ \A, 'N 


Kesvddc c^Mr: Casderigg stone drde is a mile or 90 out of town 


leaps out from the slate grey of the sur- 
roundings (and, probably, the slty). Con- 
tinue onwards and npwards for a nule or 
so, and you can wander lonely as a doud 
around the Castiec^ stone czrde. Or bead 
the other w^, and yon can sharpen up at 
tile Qimbeiiaiid Pencfi Museom. 

Lunch on the run 

Just a few sharings away,al 32 h&in Street, 
Kesmck, the Kingfisher does the best fish 
and dii^ 1 could fi^ accompanied by tea 
and br^ and butter, for £4^25. . 

-Cultund afternoon 
'Mieiheryouyomportakethebas.tiiejonr- 
seyspQth to Graaneie bsupob-dculiog 
Tbidinexe (tte znost beautiful reserwir ever 
devsedbyMBadiestffQnpcKati(xi),peak- 
mg at Dimmafl Rabe |md sweqmig breez- 
ily past i^dal Mount to Words w orth^ 
most oeldirated residence, Dove Cottage. 
Get there before last admiskin (5ixn) and 
make sore you take a tour to see vriim he 
h 9 *Tn vacant or in pensive mood”, and to 
get the lowdown on the less hunume ade 
^the poet Then amUe along the (^dxoad 
over the hilb to AmbJeade. 


Window shoppifig 

When I readied a dozni outdoor equip- 
ment shops in Ambleside 1 ar^sped count- 
thb represents one for every 100 

TnfeihtrafTr!g.TlM»i»!tf3rfiftiAffW'n tsargahwy 

on the look-out for imaginative sdes tech- 
niques: cxke shop has a board on^e say- 
mg^Iwondered lone^ as a ckwd, but tbra 
1 tinugbt Tfeh, stuff if and went shopping''. 


An aperitif 

There are onfy fewer pubs than out- 

door suppliers in AmUeside. and all of then 
are warm and welcoming. You could phone 
one of the 19 Wordsworths listed in the lo- 
cal directory and see if they fancy coming 
out for a drink. But you may deddc to go 
for a digestifm one instead, so you can lake 
advantage of the diimer deaL 



Demure dinner 

Zefferelli's. anchored to the western side 
of the Ambleride one-way ASiem. b that 
rare combination of pizzeria and cinema. 
For less than £15 you get a three-course 
dinner and a ticket for one of the two 
screens in the concise cinema beneath the 
restauranL The sun-dried tomato in the 
Mediterranean pizamm' be the closest you 
get to solar energy in the Lakes. Then \vu 
can descend to watch Titanic sink. 

Sunday mominp go to church 
Ih^ulh^ b a ciunspled. wind-whipped vil- 
lage a couple of mHcs inshore from Win- 
dermere. and the Jesus Church b set 
beneath it in the valley. It takes a wiulc to 
find, but the effort b rewarded by one of 
the most suMime churches m England. The 
leading Pre-Raphaelites came here on 
holiday once, and iefr their exquisite mark 
on the east window, which bears Burne- 
Jones's and William Morris’s flamboyant 
signatures. 

A vndk in the park 

You're alreacfy' in one. Most of ihb area b 
pan of the NalkmaJ Park esiahlished in 


Photograpift. MSIySimcjn Ctldci’ 


1 . The finest park-wilhin-a-purk is just 
ahiwx* Ambleside; nip up the lane helwven 
Barclay s Bank and the Market Hall, and 
you will reaeh Stivk Ghyll Park, where a 
dramatic half-hour hike revxTib a ftrsl-tute 
waterfall on a hillside bedecked with daffs. 

The icing (or ke-picld) on the cake 
Residenii of Kendal, the lowa apart from 
the Lake Dbtricl proper, may by thb 
stage be wondering impatiently just when 
their austere yet iniricate abixle will appear. 
The finest man-made altraeikm ha.s been 
saved unii) last. Within the heavy stone of 
Abbot Hall, the Museum of Lakeland Life 
and Indusity telb the human hbiory of the 
region with a light touch. 

Best of all is the Arthur Ransome 
nxim.w'heiv the tangled affairs of the mas- 
ter of Lakeland prose are unravelled. The 
desk of the man who wrote 5inr//oiis anJ 
Amarmu looks as though he has just 
stepped awm' from ii for a minute; indeed. 
I haven’t seen anything quite like it sLikx* 
viriting Leon Trosiky's study at the re\xv 
lulionary's former home in Mexieo City. 

Curiously'. Mr Ransome married Leon 
TroisJ^'s seerelaiy. 
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VYIN special interest break, in 
Garden of Engfand 


GREEN CHANNEL 
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.South East B^and provides a leave your name and full aildresK 
fvmrith and variety of girdiwis, Q- Hame the .garden 
ii» 7 ^ of which have a Ions history created byr the late VHa 
as awwitesvrith great prdengfs , 
aad ^en-makers. TWs SadwiH^West 
’• weelc^ . gives you ^ 
opponunty to wi* some of the — A 03 O 563554 
araas beb gudens. 

.:s3."jsr^£i.£sf5i 

. walcome reception, the services oocfy«e*,pleassiinf 
of a professional Wua badfee 747474 and to dMdcasoilaUBqren 
-guldo, prden enoy . fees co eardtat in the Garden of 
;51sain^hiirsi. Great Dixear and w eat iwirf paringe cert 

.. •Vt&Emv .Castle and coot £199 peresn - ring »I30S 
transfers to and from the -^^^^^^^'244440 -or Fax 

BBS"”*-""' 

; Mfe hm* one weekmid br^ - 

.'based on two people sharing 
whidi is to be taken from 

S l2«h-I4thjune I99& Toatie^ 
ifes compeddor). simply di» 
tumher: below; answer W' 

^tovy^.quesdop on fine 

! --jl'-L ... M Mwipc. winnaSdeiedrtiandoi"Bfcri^rio« 



The Ifim^ayap Ibuxisi Code 
has been devbed by tte 
efaari^ 'Btuiism Cbocem. 
Althongjh it b ^edfically 
intended for vistors to the 
wtirld’s bighert mountain . 
rax^ some a^ects of it can, 
of course; be applied to vists 
to the Lake District and other 
mounlainous pails of the 
worid: 

^lintit deftuestatioiL 
Make no open fires and 
dbcourageoibeis from doing 
.so on your behall Where 
water b heated by scarce 
&ewood; use as little as 
possible. Whenever it b 


accommodation that uses 
kerosene or iuel-effidrat 
wood 5 tove& 


“Remove Utter. Bury 
paper and cany 
you all oon-degiadable litter. 
GiafGti are pennaneut 
examples of environmental 
polhi^iL 

“Keep local water dean. 
Avoid using poUntanls such 
as detergents m streams or 
spemgs. If no toilet fadlities 
are avafl^le, make sure you 
are at least 30 metres away 
from water sources and bury 
or cover wastes. 

. “Plants - should be left to 
flourish in their natural 
enrironmeoL Ikloog cuttings, 
seeds and roots b illegal in 
many parts of the Ifimalayas. 

“Photographs - when 
talong photo^pha respec t 
the privacy of others. AA 


RED CHANNEL 


Ibouble bi-Mexlco. ' 

The latest RoreigD Office 
travel adrice for Mexico 
wains of "a hi^ incadence of 
aimed robbery”, and sajFS “re- 
sbtance IS (^en met wiA vio- 
lence”. It continues; 
‘^Par^cular care should be 
twfcftn on public tranqxm, 
and at airpo^ bns stations 
and popular tourist sites, 
cure should be taken on the 
Mexico Ciiy Metro, where 
I there b a k«gh inddence of 
I pidcpocketii^ 

“Ibere b abo-a ibk of 
lobbeiy outside major cities. 
pBiticiilarty in the states of - 
Midtoacan, Guetrero, Oaxaca 
Cbiapas and Campedie. 

Avoid travd after dark, and 
isolated beaches at all tim 6 & 
“travellers should not 


give a telephone nunti^er for 
family or friends in the UK 
to strangers who daim to be 
carrying out surveys. Siidt 
information has been used to 
extort money.” . 

Meanwhile, the US State 
Department thb ireek issued 
a stem warning about tas's in 
Mexico 'Absolutely 
avoid hmUng Volkswagen bug 
tazb and othec cabs on the 
street Robberies of 
passengers in tai^ are 
beemniag more frequent and 
more violent 

*nburists-are not only 
fobbed, but often beatea US 
Emba^ employees have 
been advised to use only taris 
from authorized taxi stands, 
especially upon arrival at 


pennissioo and use restraint 
“Respect holy places. 
Prese rve what you have come 
to see. Never touch or 
remove religious objects. 
Shoes should be removed 
when visiting temples. 

“Gifts. Grving to children 
encourages begging. A 
donation to a project health 
tfeotre Of school b a more 
constructh^ way to beJp. 

“Rtilow' local customs. 

You wSi be accepted and 
welcomed if you follow local 
customs. Use only your right 
hand for eating and greeting. 
Do not share cutlery or cups 
etc. It b polite to use both 
bands when giving or 
receiving gifts. 

“Respect for local 


Mexico Airport.” 

"ibu can ooniacf the 
Office Travel Advice Unit on 
0271-238 4503 or 4504, or fax 
0171-3384545; or at 
hap.'/fwtvw. fco^’MI 


GUdaa-Cqfsers- 
Whales -Vekanecs 

OQ ■« M m Me wnw. 

01737218801 
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EXPERIENCEjS 
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eliqueile earns you res^ieci. 
Loose, lightweight clothes arc 
preferable to revealing shorts, 
skimpy tops and tight-fiuiDg 
action wear. Hand-holding 
and kissing in public ore 
disliked by loc^ people. 

“Observe standard food 


and bed charges, but Jo not 
condone owreharging. 
Remember when you are 
shopping that the bargains 
you buy may onh' be possible 
because of low income to 
others. 

“As a guest respect local 


iradilions, pnMeci hval 
cultures, mainiain local pride. 
The Himalayas may change 
you: please do not change 
lhem.“ 

Tourism Ctwccrti UU7l-~33 
33301 


THE INDEPENDENT 

SPICE ISLANDS CRUISE 

PLUS KENYA BEACH & SAFARI 


owpikMiil boSda}' al an ncrptimal prin whirh cnmbiDb ttar 
dmm oT a Mamtjp ctiiIkc ta wMir pandKr bJand» !■ ihr Indian 
Onaa wilta I ils)' an Xro) bS tiorioBs coral nrf«d ciwtl aad a tabu- 
lea* FXBLl«BKiB)-jialMi»ertb £l 8 Dprrprrsan»Mrb>Puraa 
cbonw 10 taka ridm* beforr or aAcr >iMir rnihe. 

Fh lucmifbi fumLoodiinGaiw'fcL JimlloSliaiiKisi HhiW>tn uill 
nadcT III ihr !a}bsh Fkamapt Bcaiii I 4 i 4 cl. MinjieU luiiul ol lit 

in palm fnorvd Shafeii Brsk'h hv 0 -i nqiM su), 

rhr bm Ojr yxhi-liif Km .MS H«fi ol .SUt iw dji f txu II 
lel Mid fflf ibe 7 n!A rtpnvihtf jln clirjiik'J iihiui 
.'Micranl fairilniCMai hoani mclnlr j ponl. Iciness iia'in. hjrs.jK'ii- 
tiquoandiiDelr^jni iaeiinm.T1icdtinm|ilinci%&iEadl> offiliatiifiiuiimdralhe ei«iiiiips jiwrauitnpiwANM.'ti.-ui.iiinvHVjl 

thm e Bwsk and nttfUinnwffl 10 anp) oithiifu romid ineikbi T^ialt<dMijiisaicAh|kaii'l,all. \«Miihi:i:\,iiinc tiaiK<ur.-i 
Zjozihar. tawllnp wiiii Kazunand FCtamioj muBdenur rtscurfe ‘ijpuiUaniJ'hiiiiivj.TIwn ihcptauWMiiii* isljnilfii Mdutii.', 
eociicleilby a'osdasavoBadivmiip^wcucifbraadiftaiiLdd. ucien >Kn) Bi-. MaiqrMViit-iaplMittVoMiifJviiit/uii mJ- 

came «cmei) jnd delicaichiosoniMamBn'Jhiin.Anri FOR FULL DET.Ml^ & BOOKING FORM 

fBinlly aBa^ MMli.a tin.y won ari tiw eptiimc irf^ CoBudrir Uw coapob in btork capiiaK and wwl Ui; 

Bopica) biiiDdinvH(iel,v»inuictnandeB]^ ahartw- Tjijivptpcatsi smiMAMKiTilsr en;ei'ie‘ii'KLi!i .uilt 

ci».Cra«>«kioMflB^airtspi 3 i^«u^ kESTmitCOrndilhr 

at tbc iidiobys Fbmugo B«li yd >iwr lewni HOLIDAY BROCHURE HOTI.INK ON OUtldntiMM 

d.yaw(lqdBdin«coLiMrtaB.da...l. 

Tbe hoixb) ana inrluiiei:- G Rctnra einamn) IbshU p— —T 
betamUKaadMOBhMdaMi.rtSmshufonixcint I nmmdd»r«flbefdf«B»orthk«rttcS|dctl»ton(Utn*r j 

actonunodaticn at tbr Pbnunpt Brasb Hrfei and I nisli | l 

oaSafari.rtTiiifiRsruRlicanljin.'ocnimlvinaaBMS ' I I 

RiiyiJ Slat, •CoBehim!iler>tbiPU(dii*M.«.'Ul pen and | j 

iirpoduuK I aooM-'SS I 

••ftiee*f£l. 272 perpersoai»r(ar«niiBidc 2 [ { 

bedded Cibin wi^ priv-Bte CaciUtln • A 20fV i ' | 

SAVING ON THE BROCffVRE PRICE | MwCu*' T- tw j 

PLUS VOUR FREE SAFARI. Other cabia l SmipTiaJ'OTPtNn.VTSMilliLXSlM-Hilsi 1 

grades oMBvaflable. ask Itardeiaih. | WWSaF«lcilb.»vrL«TSTKlTi.LROwn.KtviiiKi iiji j 


Iff MnU; 

.janriaic 


ihac I tUt I — >l • ‘ 

•wb! k' Tia IMCftltira VT SHiT bL \Mn. L-Kitsi 
tfUevN $4F4BI CLlb. )V.>' LLST SIRITT.LRCIkim . KtVI lUt I HJi 

□ il Ma',Lao*if «rhbi«.*n»i (ftbir.ifhv iloivt J*/ 


I IKT2I6 H 















the independent 
Saturday as march i9«>8 

B K 


6/TRAVEL: LONDON 


Tsar trek 


The father of modem Russia learnt the ropes in what is now London SE8. As an 
exhibition opens celebrating Peter the Great's time in Britain, Guy de la B6doyere 
traces the Tsar's delinquent deeds in Deptford 


A Deptford landlord was outr^cd wben be 
received a letter firom his bailiff. A tenant 
had filled the house with **rigbt nasty" peo* 
ple.Theyearwas 1698 and the landHord was 
the diarist John Evelyn, a £nend and con- 
fidant of Samuel I^pys. tenant was none 
other than Peter the Great, of Russia. 

Evelyn bad lived at Sayes Court, Dept- 
ford, anoe 1648. He bought it from his iia- 
ther-in-law. Sir Richard Browne, in 1653. 
Evelyn was a gar dener and cultivator of 
trees. The gardens of Sayes Court became 
a celebrated si^t of the road to Kbdl In 
May 1665 Pepys wandered amongst the 
groves and admired this *^051 beautifrU 
place ... a lovely noble ground**. 

As you walk down the pavement of Eve- 
lyn Street today, it’s hard to believe that this 
was once a rural idyll. In fact, it’s hard to 
believe that there's ar^ green here at all. 
But, just off the appropriately-named 
Grove Street, beside a pub called the John 
Evelyn, Is all that's left of the great gardens. 

Sayes Court recreation ground is now a 
rather sorry s^t, but it once formed part 
of the Broomfield section of Evelyn's land 
and gardens. In 1 665 Evelyn wrote to his fa- 
ther-in-law to tell him about the tenants here 
dying from the league, "hairing now 5 bous- 
es of our Broomefield [sic] atacq'd". In the 

nuddle of the ground is a spreading mulbeny 
tree, said to have been tal^ firom a cutting 
firom Evelyn's own original mulbeny. 

In the 1600s Styes Court had one huge 
disadvantage. It backed on to the Royal 
Naval Dodyard, founded in 1513 by Hen- 
ry Vm. Evelyn spent his life being plagued 
ty noise, mud and floods from this vital cen- 
tre of Pn glUh naval power. At one point a 
doclyard tree even fell over and wrecked i 
punq), cutting off Evelyn's water. Things 
came to a head in July 1685 when his sec- 
ond daughter Elizab^ ran off with the 
nephew of a doclyard offidal by dimbing 
over the wall into the dodyard. Hie wall stiQ 
exists, amaziagly enough at the end of Dac- 
ca Street It's funny to think of a Restora- 
tion rake hauling moQ up and over the 
brides in the depths of the night, egged on 
by dodyard cronies, giggling at the intrigoe 
and the insult to their censorious and 
moralising ne^bour. 

Incandescent with rage, Evelyn cut his 
daughter out of his will and pleaded with 


his friend Pepys, then seaetazy of die Navy, 
to deal with what he was sure was a con- 
qjiracy. Pepys’s replies are lost, but many 
case by Sept^ber Bizabeth was dead frtsn 

smallpox. 

It was on^ one of several tragedies to hit 
the Eve^ fomily. By 1699 he and hs wife 

Mary had buried seven of their ei^t chii - 
dren. Most lie in die CSiurdi of Stl'^icfrolas 
at Deptford. It still stands, with its medieval 
tower and late-17tb-oentniynav^ a little wsy 
beyond Sayes Court, in a side street 
Stowage. 

Withhssavage-looldngsfoiieskungaazri- 
ir^ the gate into the dmnSyard and the dar- 
nel house, the chuzdi is a poignant piece of 
old London. 'Within, a slab commemorates 
the shm ^ of Evelyn’s eldest son, Rkhazd, 
who died in die middle of a catastrophic win- 
ter in. 1658, and Evelyn’s eldest daughter. 
May, who also died of sma^ox in 1685. 

liie 1600swere an age of sdentific dis- 
covery. Eve^ was a founding member of 
the Royal Sodey, and he was dos^ in- 
volved with aiything new. He would have 
appredated the wishes of Peter the Great 
of Russia, a monarch from a wildtf b ndi 
to leam new islrilk. 

In 1694 Evefyn moved to the femily es- 
tate at Watton hi Suney, and put Sayes Court 
out to lent, P eginiiing iq Amsterdam, Fftter 
the Great detennmed to find out how to faoOd 
a modem navy, fri Fdrruaiy 1698 he arrived 
in England and tented Sa^ Court, vriiicfa 
was, after an, oemvenieody {daced. All his ex- 
penses were paid by William m, vrtio had itk- 

rited him over. ' 

Peter was a handaon learner 
worieed in the doc^ard alongside the ship- 
wij^ts and labourers. Ikke a turn around 
the churefayard, andyouH seesome of their 
memoiial stones. After a hard d^s ship, 
bunding Peter stin had energy for unwind- 
iog with his *right nas^ friends. Ri^t in 
the middle of the great gardens was Bvdyn's 
hedge. About 4Q years old, it was 400ft long 
and 9ft hi^. TOth such a target, 

how was Peter die Gretu to resist? Nainraliy, 
he demanded to be driven thrmigh it in a 
wheelbarrow. The gardens were *Vum'd”, 
Evelyn wrote in 1706, but he was proud to 

^ the hedge ^'moda the rudest assaults 
of the Weather, Beasts or Her^e-breakets”. 

The house and the rest of the gRitiens were 


to fare worse. But Evelyn had friends in bi^ 
I^aoes and on 9 1698 the Kmg^sutMsyor, 

none other, than Sir Qirisu^her 
corniced his account of the £2 

would be needed to p^ for die floors 
**daimrag’d tv Greare airi bde", and£l for 
three wfaeelbaiTovvs iriiich bad ^ven up the 
ghost Whatever had led to a bedstead be- 

^‘t>roaJcetopieces'’(£2)canQoiybetmsg‘ 
ined, bat it got ofi^ightly con^iared m other 
b^ whidi were not ofl^ Ottered but also 
“soyi'd’* and tr^ George London, the 
King's girdener, toured the Ixokea groves 
and pulverised paths, noting dial **a0 the gras 
woiire is out of order, and broke into holes 
by their leaping and diewmg aids upon it”. 

Peter was at S^es Ctxirt fru* onfy three 
monlfaSi bid his desouedve tenaruy was to cost 
die King £62 seven shiDnigs to oompensale 
EvriyiL On 24 May 1700, Evelyn mewed the 
last of ins gcxids fo Wotfon. He was to de dKie 
in 1706. The house was demolished within a 

gwift ra rinn^ u rilt i an 

wtikfa lasted until the esarfy20tb ceonuy. The 
ate now lies under a WBiefaousB. 

As for Peter, he returoed to Russia and 
in 1700 embarked on a 21-year war with 
Sweden. In 1725, at the age of 46, he died 
and was named the father of hs county. 
His eventful Hma in Pn glawl is maT)f«»d ty 
Gxar Street, wtaidi runs close by Sayes Court 
beside the entrance to the old dockyard, it- 
self dosed in March 1869. 

So, if you risit the Peter the Great exhib- 
ition at the National Maritime Musaitn. or 
trundle through the shabMer back streeQ of 
south London, ^pare a tiiought for Evelyn 
as be grimaced at all the mud and "slubb'* 
from the frermed ship-building and vict- 

naflingj de - 

signs on his daughters. Then imagine, bis 
^oom as his life's work was reduced to rack 
and ruin ty an energetic young Tkar in a 
wheelbarrow who ripped up the beds and 
used his landlord's piotores for target prac- 
tice. Nowadays he'd be a rode tsar. 


TTie Peter dttGmtteidtibitkM at the Nadonal 
Maritime Museum (^lensM Friday 3 April 










Guy de la Bidayire has recenify published 
'Partiadar Friends: the Conespcruience of 
SamudIipysandJohttEvdyn'(Bcydi£ Press. 
Hbodbridge, 2997). 



The Day bfe rd Pefter the Great; above, 

as pebitiad by Frenz Casanova; the remains of 
tte once gr^ prdeiw of Sayes Cour^ top; 
liie.CliMrch of St Nicholas, above left; 
Deptford drnimenioratcs INsfeer in Csur 
Streep left PfKrtogrBphs Huhon/Philip Meech 
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ThsTt^mCtakCM^tN ASIA FIMi. ATOl 03M 


FLIGHTS 

DIRECT 


9am-9pm Mon-Fri 
10ain-6pin Sat-Sun 

0870 75 00 140 

WE GO FURTHER TO FIND THE BEST PLIGHT 


OPHIBMP l2>lghSlnit.Aftea,Hmti.GU3418i I fliM 
JG-rSAcSMlaMiRGROF toSS 
MtoMM . QtagntSUStlMdDAttlRGDX SESUtf 

ISaiMto HUftHOe BBPwWmWPaMUrWWHK 



£290 

MALAYSIA , 
IFROM £399pf| 


Q 01420-80828 or 0171-287 5558 

k I :7 l \ = I 


MANYWrm PQOIS • 10Q0STOCHOQSE ffiOM 
TUn/GHOOT f7iAN(£ • (>U)I» IMIB1 19 m 



OUOTERSiBnOI 


SAVEMOffEY 
-BOOKDIRECm 
^^WPVATE 
OWNERS ADVBTTISE 

CMnu 'Vtai S FamiHaum, 
- niwiyiMrpaak 
• CattQK ■ Sulos * ApmnwMi 
• FWmr HoWl • MdUi Hamas 
'■ Sad a Brsal4mto*a9 Bmiki 
Ml figiani o( Fnnca. 
n«s 316 PS Cokwr eradwni 

Tel: 01484 682503 


'll G1459 878567 
Fex 01^8? 877872 

M SIA^CK 






Don't pity too ntuc r* tor 
your trnv*‘/invur,Yf»c< 


H 


017i~375 00 1-1 

COI.UMBUsJ 


cATCCooNewerauroavBi- 
. MOFR Saparti (smOy naofN A 
piMi hooMA atagp— Hr 
Asm V7S78 b«4i oiei 
TUFfrei 

AfOZONA • OM WML LiSUriM 
waoit, WIiiil wiMAw pfca 
Ctomd Csnywb CH: 017BF 
MiWi lorsfcM NuiM a. 


Oveiseas Travel 


OmCMUy ATPOINTE^^^OWM 


Overseas IVavel 


GWEAT HOiLIDAY homes in FRANCE! 

r* '"n 



Oppose &Din over 800 sdf-catering Holiday Homes 
mr1i«ling country conages, seaside apartments and luxcuy 
chfttczux -- set in the veiy best locao'ons and al! at 
oatstanding value for tDone/! 


FROM 

ONLY 


£75 


RENTAL 
PER WEEK 


BROCHURES 0990 143 537 RESERVAnONS & INFORMATION 0990 360 360 





[lyui 

-\\:c c- 


SPillN-PORfUGM-HMIRA- CANARIES 


ftmtores, PouuwtuB, Ceurmy houBH and haWi in 
*in(B8aov«re(r Sp^ PortijoN and Mactain. 
CRybraals, Flydrfm Coach touffi and taioi'made opti^ 
/lEHt fi4SC0U«7Vy6 RUfW. CAVEHOTELS 


MUNDt COLOR 

0171 S2S 6021/0161 84B S680 




PENNSYLVANIA 

VbiT Pennsylvania where the CVcI^naiun 
IndepcnJence «« kigned, ihe Biinle iif Cen>>tuis wa- 
fou^r. ihc Ain^ serried and Henev choL'cilate is made! 

CdQ Premier Holidins fv d PemLnli onu pade tmd 
OUT itS American brachim on 


Holiand 

Germany 

Qwlqr hel^ pmta bi 
Whnd wW Wb Bhdi Foram 
■4 HoiH ef GwnMQC 

PWMM oisoB cm aot 


EUROPE 
4 IN A CAR FROM £150 


BRITTANY SOUTH. Wra Irem 
buHi, thiM ter* gwUm 

•upwb gieup ol Qttw. TW 01024 

LOl ewnai* oflw qtmHty 

• tiBt»M. so iMwahpaq^WBga 

• 2-12. C12S/ei600 pMi 01544 

ymii* 

eveUNe FOR softies mom 
•qul^ mania, tFaWy jwM W 

aid a imiqua view of nnlRm 
ftam a lilcyete. Aflam ATOL 60E 
TMOiai 2456m . . 

BRITTANX DofdOWia, erta* 
and mara. Lwaljf VHtaa. may 
iHIh poote. Smaalaa 
ASTAVTOTO BfOehlBa 0161 707 

NnS^UCE. Holiday ajpiinKM 

•SM oaa Moyia oimawei^ 
UNRB IDVUJC 

Bn. da* AFdUay 01440 702627 

SOOTH BBITAHHV BaaYBl^ 

Hoiaa In cammrtWlgJ- » 

: yoatsiaMsMkniig 

• terboOdMaTd: 01 908 767737. 
CYCLE TOUMNS In Bryn Tj"” 

eiM par waak. Won WW 

• 01579 350379. batan- 

Ptwna/Fai 01300 M ao 

Memonbla maato, comhr l»*» 
‘ B brat carriad. UMjeFanaa 

■ mWT^OeSTT?. AT0L2iS2ATO 


SL’\5EI.ELT ^'!LL.\^ 


im VALLEY &W Wica. WMa 
MlBctlon t4 comay teiaaa M 
with cam pw* For petea- 
broehma cenan Faar AMwaa 
MWar HoOdaya. T Q03S 563 
40^F. DOSS 553407471. 
bonnes WCAHCBSI FmaOcloar 
Btseiwal Saw ££% bock WNGt 
wM ewiaal 550 aeM cwMbiad A 
BftS prapa. IMmI 6 bamaneaa. 
O13066865S. 

loirb valley (Sidiy wr lo^ 

QIU 6l UMIIIfflll rnTTTITlI *~~- 

mkL Ska E SwfcnmbiB/laMnB 

to prtwa bSa. goo* p* Ogar 
EngOah. 0033 23335 

3102. 

VIKTAOE FRANCES Faia howm 
wWi prtwa peola In hiddnn 
BUintl WwL 0M54 261431 ATO 

MAUQNG fci 10 unapoMad Fmndi 
MBlena. A* iMrtt. Bi Wry 

lQ^§p0QdMla Winn Mindly 
haaia. omw 

atlSATTOL 

CveUNQ dOMi quM eounby 

bnaa. -hat anmish aar*^ 
. .«Dit«|»6fiAPP0*»*r*aW 

araal maafl Suy a 

Mai hoMW W 10 anchantog 

inrtnni V eany your bm 

ttEw 01606 81*340 ATOL 
2412A[ia 

iiEirrON: Nr MeiaeB twisAppL 

raeoadA Sdlns bndi, saw 

• pm 0)11 3862481 


PURE CIIEIE raeamiMmM In 
Hia todapMdad'On Sundra 
BrrahMtoo ataaa 6 anair 
baaclas. na* Gala, 
breehma qM 0181 TOO 0678 
AFQLAITO 

ORBCORIE/RUOXENIA Eacapa 
pkoa. If yew ara dto ca rring, va 
nha ta advlaa. Aiol Abo 01422 


NAFPliON P&OPONNBSE Prl- 
. «Ma vRfe 1101 paaL Slaapt 44. 
200n bnm CM 01484 000602, 

A QWETER -OPTION tt Pua, 
LaRuB. ZMynthes. KaWonto, 
ftma, swma and Cato. A qual- 
Ky aalMtlon of pcMa i4taa, 
baaebaUa apart 6 araNI hMala. 
^ am 1065 breehma cal 0171 
2tt SOBS GaWi OpUa n* ATOL 








' (Cl tecMon In uiNpeW 
trae P tHiy aOdva prfcaa. 
dlrvcL Rbig 01B42 BMSD* (pr 
breehen t H» w IR 0090674 
21T18 

ORMTHOS, Paten. Ek opatoa. 
A t e ni M ut , Myfcanw , PMoa, 
MWpnatSwteM.Sitoaibii' 
lMi MW • hOtoU^ OWN wW> Ma 
vtanw &to«t A frienWy MNiea 
treni SUStToa TrcMl Ud BOW In 
ew 2001 yr 0161 540 5157 AITO 
ATOLIM 


To advertise cail the Travei Team now on 0f7l 273 2219. 


T^Off 


llakeOff 


Dublin 


Prague 



Glasgow 



-G'-r.hep* 

For dct.iiis of these and many niore special European Tarn, 
contact your locai travel oqent cr c3il 

'o' : 6^^ 

Return flight onces fiom London Heathrow. 

* British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 
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SA^IRTUAL TRAVEL 






Renaissance revisited at the touch of a button 




Befons travelling thousands of 
^'les to see the works of a 
fe^urfte artist, check the 
Internet, advises Matthew 
Hoffman. Lonenzo Lotto may 
never have intended his paintings 
to appear on screen - but now 
the modem art lover is well 
prepared to see the real thing 


Do you, like me, find yourself reading reviews of 
exhibitions in New York, Milan and Paris that will 
never come to London? Up to now, the only rem- 
edy open to those of us who could not find the time, 
or money, to travel to distant dties in pursuit of fleet- 
ing assemblies of works by a favourite painter or 
movement has been to buy the catalogue - if even 
that could be found, in Englisb and affordable. The 
other day, however. 1 happened upon an imagina- 
tive development that offers some solace to the stay- 
at-home an lover the virtual tour. 

I bad been planning a trip to ^A^hingtoo DC, 
to be taken some time this spring, for reasons un- 
connected vrith art hut having read of an ezfaibi- 
tioD of the Italian Renaissaoce paintin gs of Lorenzo 
Lotto that had c^Tened at the National GaDeiy there, 
1 thought I would tiy to catch the show as well But 
when would it close? And just which works would 
they be exhibiting? 

Lotto was a recently acquired interest of mina 
In the autumn of 1996, in the Correr Museum in 
^^n(ce. ] had come upon a small picture Lotto 
of the Vli^n enthroned, a little crown held owr her 
head by two hovering angels. And althoogb there 
were many more famous paintings in the Correr, 
something about the little Lotto captivated me. So 
I kept an eye out after that for other works by him. 

One, in London's National Gallery, showed me 
that be could paint portraits with exquisite detail, 
and on altarpiece dedicated to Saint Antonine in 
the Church of Santi Giovanni e Paolo, of two monks 
handing out alms to and receiving petitions from a 
highly realistic multitude, confirm^ that he could 
work on a large scale as welL Then, last year, a book 
came out - Lorens) Lotto, by loiter HuinCrey, about 
the artist's Ufe and works that helped feed mycur- 
kisily > and whet appetite to see more the paint- 
ings themselves. 

What to do, then, about y^ishington? I turaed 












to the IntemeL A little poking about found the US 
National Gallefy webate, and the information that 
the Lotto show was due to close on 1 Match. Did 
1 want to move my trip forward? Pondering that, I 
idly clicked on Lotto's name, and found myself be- 
ing asked whether I w^ed to take a ‘Virtual tour*’ 
of the Lotto exhibition. Of course, I did. 

The tour iodtuded all the rooms and all the paint- 
ings, together with some additional material (such 


as some rare oriental rugs similar to those that ap- 
pear in Lotto's paintings), and plenty of infonna- 
tion. There's even a facility to hear the same sound 
track that is played on the audio tour available at 
the eriiibition itself. You need a somewhat later yer- 
sion of the Internet web browser than^i luq)pened 
to be’using toget the foil automatedtour; but there 
is an alternative toiir in «4iich you:Clk£ your vray 
around the walls of thie rooms to get what ] take to 



be the same niaps, close-ups of the paintings and. 
commentary. Intijguiog and infonaative.asthe site 
is, though. Iflre everything on the Internet the whole 
setup is a little slomrer, and little more dum^, than 
it promises. 

Is there any point in seeing the show hself after 
such a tour in the bomfortof your home or office? 
Well,! did go •for the last ^.Sund^, 1 March. 
And, of course, there is nothing like the real rhiit g 


*A Lady wHii a Drawing of tucretia’ by 
. Lorenzo Lotixs Above, as it app ea rs on 
the frrtemec site' . 

Photograph: The Bri^errian Art Ubrary 


Tbe scale, fc» one, is important; you get no idea just 
vdiat size tbe pictures are from reproductions on pa- 
per or screen, even vdien the measureoaenis are 
eo. Then there is tbe paint quality: the real works 
don’t glow ffom behind ^ they do on a video soeen, 
nor do they have tbe concentrated intensity of re- 
duced versions on coated p^r. To be frank, they 
are a little dull in Gonqxuison: 1^ immeasurably more 
affecting, for all that 

- My virtual tour did yield one uircxpecled bene- 
fit As I approached the Nationa] GalJ^. great bill- 
board signs outside proclaimed ‘T.OTTO”. a bit as 
they do in New York City, where you are being bid- 
den to play the local lottery. Inade, the tqipe^ con- 
tinued: the show subtided “Rediscovered 
Master of tbe Renmssance'' and you were told im- 
oiediately and repeatedly that this great painter has 
been obscured by the popular arphttm accorded to 
- 'Htian. In fact, L(^ is a very touching minor painter, 
. at least by comparison with Titian, and his work is 
noted in every decent guide to tbe art of 'Venice. 

Jud^ng by a couple of conversations I had in 
^^bsbingfon others v^o bad seen the Lotto show, 

they had been disappomted. But as anyone who had 
previous^ taken tte Internet tour knew what to ex- 
pect, piesum^, Ske me, th^ >vere neither surprised 
nor disappointed to ha^ f^ed to encounter the 
grandeur, sensoonspess and cultural sophistication 
of another Titian. Lotto's works provide different 
satisiactiohs, not the less welcome for being in a low- 
er register. The hype m^ nuslead. but the wtual 
tour a truer impression of wbafs to be found 

on the walls of the g^ery. 

The Lotto virtual tour contmues at HWHi/^gotVer- 
hibithns/htweLhtm. The real dung can be seen at the 
Accademia Carrara di Belle Arti, Bergamo, 2 April’ 
28 June: and the Grand Palais, Airis, 12 October-Il 
JamuaylW. 


TEU 0171 293 2222 
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Special Interest Holidays 






JnfsgfSiKr 



Eroenure t-inc; 05-i 55T163 

’ ■' -arc: 


_ ^ Experience the 

Unexpected 

Discover Ae tauque e^erience 
adventure! ' 


■ Wddl^St^ins aTrekkingBpedimm 
• SailingAdveraures Expletvdon 

» QdtttrdTvunng • Widemas Eiperienee 

FvreuT tOO eelamr bmhtae ttO 

01252 344161 












Holldaysoff 
theb«aten 
trade wiOi the 


JOURNEY 

VLATfNv 

AMERICA 

Escorted Groups 
& Bespoke Tours 
0181 747 8315 
0161 ^2 1441 


City Breaks 


Eggs Florentine; 


THE INDEPENDENT 

NOMSpaper PutalsNng pie 
regiBis Ihat athou^ awery 
re a aoiWSe precaution b talien. 
no respenaMty can ba 
accepted lor ilghis amVbr 
accommodalion oflaed 

thraugh ttiosa edunna, or ary 
kaa ariaing thewtram. R oa d et B 
are advised to take Bl 
necessary preeauliens batare 
enteiaip MO Pmel 
aRangemams. 


Cyprus 


VILLAS wm POOLS, videge 
liouaea in unspoUod vobb. Phis 
has, By ili l vmi . eacorted uuia. 
SUNVIL 01B1 M7 474B AITO 
ATOLBOB 

LUIASSOL: 8<bsd. IM. tadng S‘ 
hoMB on baadi henL Otsm 
8t4B41 


Special Interest 


StWl GROUP TOURS 


VKtortAFdto. 
Great Zlrnbabwe. 

Mans Pooia, 
Table Mountola 

Kwazulu 




City Breaks 


MAJORCA 

£199 

BARCELONA £229 

MADRID 

£199 

LISBON 

£259 

ROME 

£299 


£2391 


UKHffU V44iiis£lSf 
BUM Vllnis £15 
l]SBON9/IIV4 3iib£lt9 
NADm V44nB £9S 
HMAfiA 444nis£l<9 
PAIMA 9^}nls£li9 
MW llMJiiis£ir9 


COSTA DEL SOL 


£229 


CMBMBJt SMSiBs £95 
TUBUU W44nu£l39 


01^976 5600i 


>4IIo 

THE ASSOCIATION 
OF INDEPENDENT 
TOUR OPERATORS 


For a unique 
range of veal holidays 
that are fully-bonded, 
flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AITO! 

t or n FREE copy of rhe 
AITO Directory listing all member 
companies, p/ease tciophone 

0181 607 9080 


Azores 


SUNVIL Discovery tim Azoias. 
HMbs^ nest lladHa ongi (D Mi 
aiunnliig orcMpelaga. While 
amchliig. OISI 547 4748 Aao 
ATOLBOB 


Balearics 


VIHTAOe SPAIN: MeHercan S 
ManercM twinlMiMi with poali 
In unapoBI Breaa, neir CbBM. 
01954 261 431. AITO RTOL 3797 


fkrEast 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY ThWIand. 
VMnam HgMy BoWBe toure Old 
ftyiBbaa lor fcicBiilAi^ 0181 547 
4745 AITO ATOLBN 


Caribbean 


AAAH CUSAI butapandant Dntel. 
MBctBiM oolaur brochure. W: 
0181 681 1512ATOL 9428 


Eastern Europe 


PRAGUE. VIENNA, BUDAPEST* 
StomMa. Cantial pensions, 
tmeia&wito. Caehan (BiTOQ 


South America 


SUNm. nSCOVERZ Rica, 

OualBfflala. Ecuador CbM 

Bdd«i. Hgtdf BadblB MhMud 
Icure & SydilMa. thingla ledges, 
nature rassnae. 0151 847 4745 
AITO ATOLBOB 


C/TALW'srfiuy 

CffermgyouaU 
lhatisbestsH 
riXLY far over 
TOyears, 

FerMomqmrlSSS 

MtmarQjftmOiBiadmn 

imm 

01235 824354 

CUedia 


SIMPLY 

iiscaiiv 

'■Yfni^na 


l>a<SMd Camay igi 
^mmm u ai h p uu C^i e a it tg 
McMii tofeb oiitfilBdfa 

iGneid 7kreSw*«W MbBv 

MpraicA VladBcairiZrew 

0181 995 9323 

(wtuiwa *irn 


TUSCANY / UMBRIA - qiMBty 
aaiaeilon ol priwtta vlflBi E apta, 
MMpInp SEE. ftr 1 BM brechuaL. 
Ceugat te Oa iBee. 01622 - 
720791 .ABIOTbondsA 


AmMAPeaBino 5 Capn. nreiuMd 
privata vflba 5 apis. Far i9S8 
breebim Crewgea to CaMw 
01522 .720751 -ABTOT bonded. 

TUSCANY/SICILV SatoCI prapar- 
daa In excaUanl lecMIonB, poela 
atb Col Brcetwie 01559 431 120 
AEhAVTm 

A TASTE OF TUSCANY VUaa; eoi - 1 
tagw told sparenante. For 
brechurea cW TMor medo Tbwa ' 
on 01B1 2B1 1480 

VENICE: VENETIAN AMRT- ' 
MBNTS hre a range at p ilwM 
apts to M. Aka norenea, Rome, 
tkrone, VMeia. Tal: OiSl' 878 
1190. ta 0161 878 0882. 

LAKE GARDA A MaQOlnm ipm & 
tKMs,aiae6Blea.LainsAMaun- 
kfen 01328 B44405. AITO 
Stony whh SUNWORLO maana 

GuKure, scanaiy, grenl lood 5 
«4na. Idea holel^ 7 nIgM peek, 
ages bom £309, Mdsinini £48 « 
Satuiday (tay fliohn from 
OeiwIelL Can 0870 606 1975 ar 
see your trevel aoenL Sumoild. 
ABTAV34eX«rQU3B 



SIMPLY 




toBRaf^dOBMdk 

0L81 995 9323 




SUNVIL DISCOVBm RadUa flyw 
drivee North n South. Chmeier 
SB Peuaadea, Manur Hniiaen 
Phn Asoras, UaMn.inB1 047 
4M8MTO ATOLBOB 
vnOAOB. PORTUGAL,- COUrthY 
taeusee ivHb peels in unapM 
Nertfi, Mlnbe end Poure OIWA 
S61431 AITO AT0L27B7 ABTA 



A&ica 


TUSCA.W 
T 017 1 272 7469 

i- i) 1 ■ 1 ! s t 


\ / af tt n.C ItdjM 

'OkLCmbiBklaSljBl' 

-tiiiiSliliEhjiuA 






ftl6l 7078794 







TAILORMADE 

SAFARIS 

ZIMBABWE. BOTSWANA, 
NAMIBIA, ZAMBIA. KENYA. 
TANZANIA & 

S. AFRICA. 


Luxurious remote lodges. 
Walking, canoeing, riding and 
vehicle safaris with the very best 
guides. Superb wildlife. 
Adventure with comfort. Call us 
to create your ideal safari. 
Tef:(01604) 628979 Fax: 839879 
66 Palmerston Rd, Northampton, NN1 SEX 


CAPgmwM nrejwhi Mify ^ 
let In Co n a k i iik IW 01279 
902091 

LUXURY saB^lrlva or guided 
Salerla In our unique red Latwl 
Rowar hi Botakame NandblAZIni. 
hkiiw end South Ablea. AMea 
EretonrM: 01910878742. 


Cktrsica 





mi 



I'liNci ;m I \imi>2_i in 



li-l; lifl 4''.' 4:4.' 
I-u\; (ti'i 4'Li 44S,>. 



SIMP LV 


orsica 




~i *"11 tiiiiiriwitiHirfllij ...jj. 

U»ilm. VSaiwiA pco^uaaJe 

0181 995 9323 

tfavnn ffliLina mid 



0171-385 S43S 


ewwMjOWSAPP pool. Sea wia». 
beadi, raid hek. 01 6H 638880 

CORSICAN PUCES. wTm 

daUse In Corsica. Lewiiy auiw 
Mm pools, conagaa by the so. 

mBOSa news, vwy MQndfw Bfih 
aand aarvkie. atol 2547. Afm. 
-M 01424 46004W 460038. 


OSRMAIIV- Oaoy Ira coat flighk 
told bold BceomnodHlan AH 
OBlu cr^ cards. Ptaasa'cdl 
Gerenn Travel Centre 0i8i ago 

seob ASIA ATOL 2977 UffiL 
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Downhiir 

Downunder 


If you haven^ qu^ched your thirst for 
snow as the season thaws on this side of the 
globe, writes Stephen Wood, New Zealanders 
are already on the piste 


Boses lade scMne of the lomance of 
cdier ionns of iravd. liain joaxneyst 
^ cruises, yes. even canal boat ti^ 
and qrdh^ boIidsQps; but wbdt was 
the last time you beard of somd)ody 
SpearfiogcfaeirbQlkfcyQoabostoaf? 
Nevesihelese^ BBC-TV wiD evieniD' 
ally get round to a series d Great 
Bctf Journeys of the HMtL And 
when it does 50^ 1 hope hfidnid ftfin 
won't ignore the ride to The Re- 
markahles. even though it 
only about half-an-hour and covers 
a distance - as the crow flies ~ of just 
a dozen kzlonietzes. 

Ihe route out (^Queenstown, on 
New Zealand’s Sottdi Idand, doesn't 
seem remarkaUe first; it just fol' 
fotts the same road towards the ah- 
pon -as Queenstown's other 
sld-shuttle, to the Coronet Pbak re- 
sort That bus - 1 had can^t it the 
previous day - was completely 
padred; this one, heading for the 
dopes of The Remariedrfes, had <»fy 
four passengers in the 60-odd seats. 
But where that bus had turned 
north out of the vall^, this one 
tuned soufiL And where that bus 
haH mlWt m^aJhvI nrm/k^ thk 

(me turned across a cattle grid and 
headed up a mounttun track. 

Queenstown's sld shuttles are not 
buses of the air-con^tfonmg, WQ 
ABS, video era; thqr have gears that 

g nwirfi,f>ngiiM!SttMt r« ;^ — amrt pmh. 

ab^r a history that would earn them 
a place in a txan^jort museum in 
more sentimratal countries. Yet 
this one set off up the menntainade 

bDtddng *Ttd Thrin ngh a 

hcndiog blizzard and (m a gravel- 
and^SDOw sutfoce that woold have 
had an Al piyie gnati di y ^m i g mriiarit 

its hooves. 

Insde the bus, team speit b^n 
ro grow as <3u jounce became inore 
peiifous. When the diivCT stopperl, 
pot on tfaidc leather glom aid an- - 
nouiKxd that be was going otnade 
and that he inij^ be some tnDe!i be- 
cause he had to fit snow chains to the 
rear.wheels,onepasseogereyraof- 
^red to go out into the Uizzard to ; 

. help htm; and, later, vdten the rear 
niieds b^an to spin r^arn, all four 
of us leapt at the drivers suggestion 
to go to the bade of the bus and pot 
<)m ocKtibined weight, meagre dxj^ 
it was, where h m^t do some gooct 
ofver the back axle. 

Getting a grip seemed a good 
idea. As die rough track dimbed 
1,300 metres up ^ mountain, the 


donds oocasxKaSy deaied to reveal 
the dew. ^ saw the dieer drop, an 
the way down to the Kaiawau river, 
but we couldn't see die guard rails, 
because diere weren’t ai^: Wb saw 


he had propped hiinaianls (ifferiag 
SDowdiuDs for lure at $26 a time to 
ffl-prepared motorists. ^ saw the 
road agns sa^ng ‘Atolmidie area: 
no steppksT- Hndh' we saw tiie base 
of the sld resort, a^ safety. 

OoarxptoaDy, siding is tziefy in 
New Zealand. ItfS a late-summer 
^lor^ for a start; the se a so n usual- 
ly gets going in June and nus 
tfaroa^ to Ooober. For ar^ hshitud 
of the A4)s, tiie omeept that h is tiie 
n(»tb-fecmg dopes get the sun 
(as they do south of the Eqnaior) is 
bound to be elusive. Ybo hm to focr 
get about *'sid resorts*', too: Coro* 
net Peak and 'Ihe Remazkables — m 
oommon with the oountiy^ other ski 
areas - be bu^ at 4pm. but an 
hour later they’re as de^ed as a 
Sooies Ixnaiig estate in midWBite^ 

ha<«aii«g all ttw! ■rwnmmrtHarirtfi m * . 

bus ride away. And pleasant though 
it is; you would never mistake 
Quee n stown for Sthlozitz, de^e 
the lakeside setting. 

In practical terms, however, the 
skung ts easy at Querastpwn. This 
isnrxonlyNewZc^daxid’siDqorwm- 
ter ^xnts area, it is also a centre for 
adrcnalnie activities ^ from bnngy 
jumj^ (vriiose ozighB lie nearby) 
tinoughjct-baating and jafih^to bos 
.ridirg Butyonoxildn^ ical^ iiKhide 
drSngamc^g its tfaziDsporfs-ar Jeas^ 
not in poor snow, hi Coronet I^ak, 

tiys main Earff gf the ItKIUntaXD and 

its tlsee diw-fifis were all open 
whm I was there; but tile s^% was 
steady and oonasteoz catber than stir- 
ring, with fast Unea and bnuipy 
bbeks zinBong down horn l^S&mO' 
tz^ The back bo^ appansntly 
rnuth more cfaaUet^^ wine closed 

Still, the resort fadUties were ez- 
oellent, and the staff were ez- 
tremehr frieiidly although the 
standaiti refiam of tbedd-hff girls, 
Tiad a goo(l day sp fer?”, £d, with 
those last two words, suggest that 
s(xiie disaster mi^ be just around 
tbecoiner. 

Best of an, thmi^ was the view. 
OoeoBtown has a pppulaticHi of only 
2,S00,butithasb^forl5/X)0peo- 
^ - and fium Goconet you can 

see Set on the edgs d Lake 
Vlhkatipu, 310 metres above sea lev- 



el Queenstown is sunoonded ty 

Tn mmtaTnc many rtf Ihwn ( iwiTifcp. tbg 

soft-contoirred Coronet Peak) 
nigged, dramatic and 2,000 metres 
high. Most. impressive are The 
Romikables, a long ridge that runs 
soutii from tiie ski area (at 1^957 roo- 
ties) towards the peak ^ Nevis 
(wtidi, at 2,240 metres, is about a 
mometre toghur the one in 
Scotland). 

It wasn’t jot tbeprazhnhy of JBen 
Nevis - or the blizzard, the aiducHU 
journey tp tile mounts or the lade 
of crowds - tiiat made me think of 
Sootiand The skimg at the more 
popular Ooroaet Beak reflects its soft 
temun; at The Remarkables both 
the vtiiiTg and the terr *™ are more 
rugged Although here, onoe again. 


tbe lad of snow meant that hatf the 
resort was closed, the absence of 
goomiog made even the resort’s 
long blue runs a challenge, as well 
as tbe short and steep black chutes 
into its Sugar BowU 

But it wasn’t like skimg m Scot- 
lantk there were more Japanese 
slders, for a start- and there were 
parrots (m the terrace of the reseat 
lestauranL The kea naountain par- 
rot is a hooligan, more colourfeJ in 
character than in most of its 
pluma^ one (ti its favourite tricks 
is to tear out the rubber surround 
of a car windscreen with its beak. 
New Zealanders unialfy give these 
birds a vride berth. 1 watched as a 
cotqile of the parroB flew in off tbe 
moontain, ^iread their wings to re- 


veal lurid red feathers underneath, 
and then seuled down to eat the food 
that the Japanese slders had hur- 
riedly abandoned A remarkable 
a^t, and itself worth tbebusjour- 
ney up the mountain. 

Therearepkn^cfcheipfii^/oNmf 
Zealand befi^eenApnt and June; the 
bestdeabtareoncarnensuAas^nr 
gfgtonandJapanAuBneStforaround 
£650retum. Ftve-fu^ altindusive 
ski padcages from ChnsuJmrch to 
Coronet Kokand The Rematkabks 
are offard by the Mount Qxdigviqf 
(0I8J’741 5652) for £359 (basedon 
twosharing indudesl^ pass). rit the 
resorts, equipment packuges cost fiom 
NZ$30 perday, Sfi passes $59 (Coro- 
net Ptak) or 5^ (the Remarkables). 


Resort with a 
riew: Queenstown 
and the 

Rem a ricabtes on 
New Zeeland^ 
South Island 

Photegraph: 
NjckServiaiV 
Robert Harding 


The Icarus syndrome, or how to join the bird club 


Run for your life, then jump off a mountain. Yes, se^ 
Eric Kendall, hang-gliding is the sport of lunatics 


There's nothing qoite like learning with 
•the best. When it comes to tbe ‘'erizeine’’ 
sport of hang-gliding, knowing that your 
virgin flight is piloted by. a national 
dtsiopaon ^ves immeasoiabie confidence. 

Then, just after takeoff- when that rwxn- 

ent (jf true terror subades - h dawns on 
yon that you're with the n^ vdip goes 
highest, forthest and fastest, aod posab^r 
takes more risks than other pilots .. . 



But don’t worry 

Just airboni® is hard eooi^li* • 

' p^otogjtally- on a tandem flgit. It’s 

nSeUn a (dia stitaly q»ealriDg. tto 

haye. to iun^ off, but ty the tune-yw 

neadxthe end of foe crazify steep WDOoten. 

■ iaiindi ramp that hangs .froin tte 

a»ontainside,there’SBOthh^^ ‘ 

to soagyourwiogiips or break your faD. 
■' Pot ansoneyrith a noimalre^ons^ ■ 
IwedpitoiM pteces, running hard to the 


erJgeisabsohtd^tiieJastfoBigyoudKrald 
be doio&butvdi^foehdL Wbeotheman 
says “Rnni” your le^ start pixmim^ as 
if your life depended on it, wludi it could 
d(x watching the preceding doo daige 
down foe ramp.tiiere’soo ({uestioD they 
ran out of runway before they were air- 
borne. 

Nevertheless, for a taste of tiie real 
rhmg , it's better than starting more 
conventionally, 
■gettingjustafew 
feet off foe 
ground under 
your own (xaiifol 

(IS a gentle hm- 
ade.AfteranaB- 
'or-nothing 
from 8 moumam 
top, you’ll know 
for sure vriiefoer 

liflng . glidiTig is 

for you. lt*s not 
just eaqierienemg 
the various man- 
oeuvres, which 
you fry higb 
, above the 

ground, with the comfort of someone ty 
you to sewt out misiakes. It’s the sensation 
offieefi^-theundOutedfoxillofsoar- 
ing high in tbe air with nothing between 

yon and the earth. And you cando it with- 
out even having' to know the meaning of 

Sffl Tij qAi nr^Snckjenf -the offi d a l hang - 
■ giidn^g term for anything ftomasnibbed 
^ to mndi, much worse. 

' In the air, you’re just baHas^ but 
prOtab^ quife noi^ as dead we^is go. 


paiticulailyvtiKn8wo(iping(fowawBrds- 
sonieduag tbe pfloC does from time to tnse 
to check that you’re paying attention. 
Loctiug down im't a {zoUem -ifs an sndi 
a long way off - but fookmg round and 
above at foe fluttering of foe wing 
can trigger 80 euiotioiial crisis. Every re- 
minder of the inoihitfantMi ciafr that is 
keeping you up there, tesB your faith. 

The aston&hmg views diange with 
alatnmg qieed. In tbe fOT^round are your 
bands resting on tbe base bar, while foe 
valley floor foimsa far-off ba(i(drop, but 
m thw wwAtTlB «B«^aTlrg ap ri cfwmng mjwd- 

^closer, is the side of foe mountain. Su(t 
denfy tr eeiops and rock are bhrning 
past, but a sweejuDg ciini takes you t»dc 
out over foe All sensation of 

^leed is lost, other Than foe wind on your 
frice.ft;iDgover.aooachalaDt bnti of pcey, 
you have to wmider what it’s tiimkmg. 
Yod’fo btightyellow, and xmifo bigger t^ 
aiqr of its rdatioDS, but like fo«m yoti*ie 
fiymg qoietfy, vfoidi seems to be the crit- 
ical feegonyoa^ one of the team. 

Ccmtrol of foe hanggiider is adiieved 
by movingyourbo(fywtigbL PuSiDg your- 
towards the triangolai cODtro] frame 
pefotfs the nose downwards, increaBng 
qieed; puniagyoaiself to one side makes 
the hang-glider turn in that direction. 
Fushiqg hade too mndi slows yfoi down 
and eventually results in a stall - some- 
thing you want to do only vfoen landing. 
And that’s probably foe worst part of a 
tandem Lan^ng on two pans of 
feet would require flm cq-ordiDatioi] of 
. three-l^ged-race worid champioas; so 
you land (iMmiaally) op the wfae^ at the 
eo d i ; of tbe base tw, and flat on your 
shMna^ At be5t,youi nose c(^nes with- 
in indies of ploug^ng through a cowpat 

Wslcome to foe ^amorous world of 

TtaTig,glirHng . 


Where to leem 

The British Hang Girding and Aiaglid- 
ing Assodaexm (0116 261 1322) has de- 
lafls of local cJubs and licensed flying 
S(diools. Tnimoig ff^ngg^ tbe official train- 
ing magazioe, contains practical mfons- 
ation utd encouraging features. 

Thiytom gj^ts aren’t universalh^ avaO- 
able, but are becoming more popular for 
teaching as well as "joy rides'*. Standard 
tuitioo in tbe UK invcAves a three-to-four- 
day elementary course, with controlled 
l(rw4ewd wk) flying. The seat stage. Cfo 
Pilot, involves higber launches and learn- 


ing to soar - rising on thermals and 
‘Nvave” (wind forced upwards over bins 
anil mountains). Astonishing height gain* 
can be achieved in tbe r^t weather. 

As for learaing abroad, some of th(} 
most ^lectacular hangrglkfing takes place 
in foe Alps and joy-rides are often avail- 
able above sId areas. If you want to learn 
to fly in a mote di^enging region, 
Osterreichisebe Zivilluftfahrsdiulc, 
Kossen, Austria (fex: 0043 5375 2160), is 
based in one of foe best areas for foe 
spoTL Spain is also popular, thanks to 
mountaiixHis terrain and warm weather. 



now get 
them skiing 

Claire Gilman on how to 
ensure your kids love the 
slopes from the word go 


Skiii^ as a funily can be one of the most 

rewarding of eaqiei ien oe s , and your 
rfiiifT * first venture on to the slopes 

should be an eidiilaniing time for you all. 

Most ski professkmals agree that or 
five IS tbe optimum age to start siding. 
But kids are like foe proverbial elephant, 
and if ii all goes misenh^ wrong on that 
first attempt, they will never fingei: no 
of bribery will get them hadt on 
skis. So it is imporiaDi that yw do all you 

can to ensure wfatnge-free siding pleasun: 
frem the start. 

Weather conditions can he a major 
cause of diseooteflC; chUdreo get bitterly 
cold standing arewmd on tbe nurseiy 
slopes, panieularly in January and 
February. Once they have suffered 
frozen fingers, foe whole .ridnig 
eiperience will be tarnisbed. Therefore, 
it is best for young families to go latc- 
gititng, iriicn the weather is warm 
and the sun is likefy to shine. Aim to go 
before Christmas, in April, or ewn in 
May. 

Extended skiing seasons depend on 
the he^t of foe resort and the 
availability of glacier siding or artificial 
snow. The Irencb Al^ offer a gm^ 
choice of higb-sld areas with 
efficient lift networks. Resorts such as 
Vai d'Ishre, whicb links with foe glacier 
skiing at Tignes, or Wl Thorens, foe 
highest ski resort in Europe (part of the 
enormous skiing tegjon of Les Trois 
Vsll6es) run seasons from ear^ 
November to May. 

Austria has some of foe best glacier 
resorts in foe Alps and is renowned for 
hs warm welcome, livehr night-life and 
good-vahie accommodation. Both France 
and Austria have a good reputation for 
(diil(faen*s sld adiotds. altbou^ you must 
satisfy yoniselves that the instructors are 
speaking English in the dasscs. If your 
duld doesi'i undeistand what is being 
said, they cannot be expected to progress 
or to be happy. 

Ifor those with a tou^ constitution, 
who can stomach the idea of an eight- 
hour flight with the idds. North America 
is a good option for late-season skiing 
and there are some gO(xl deals to be had 
at foe moment. Tlie US. in particular, 
has ^>odl reliable ski cemditions late 
into foe season in mosf areas, thanks to 
low winter temperatures, extensive 
snow-maldng and religious piste- 
grooming. Another advantage is that 
there are no language problems for 
children in the ski schools. 

Although late-season siding means 
foal you miss tbe worst of the winter 
weather, p>od (juality. warm doihing is 
still essential for children. But it must be 
manageable for the child when you’re 
not around; if they can't do up foeir onii 
salopeties. it doesn't much matter which 
month of foe yepr you ski: it will he an 
unmitigaicd disaster. 

Sld hire equpment In most resorts is 
good now, but if your chfld complains of 
uficomfortable bools, etc, don't be afraid 
10 return as many limes as h takes lo get 
a good fiL Thke your time; be patient 
but persistent. Uncomfortable boots will 
put your children off skiing more quickly 
than anything else. 

Despite your best efiforls, and against 
all pro^bility, you have to face tbe fact 
that your chOd nu^ loathe skiing. So. 
make sure that you are booked with a 
reliable tour operator who spccialLscs in 
family skiing holidays. Finally, don't 
start foe child skiing too young. The best 
time is governed not so much b\' age as 
by ahilify. They must be able to pul on 
their own glovcs,and be reasonably self- 
reliant. If not, the>’ will get cold and 
miserable and be put off for life. 


MARRAKESH TO PARIS 

A Peninsular Cruise - vUlting Marrakesh, Casablaric^ 

Lisbon (Expo 98 Exhibition). Oporto, U Coruna, Cherbourg, Paris £ Eurostar to London 


r tyfromtondondireettoMarrakesh fortwoi^ts 
sttbe4-starHotelAths(orsinuIar|{bllowedbyasix- 
reghtausefram Casablanczon beard the fiist-cbss 
MS Switserl&nd. The ship will call at Lisbon vdueh 
hosts Bi^96,lhencniiseonlonDrth«mPortu^ to 

Oporto, thence Spain's Costa Verde and La Coruna 
before arTTTviAg in Cherbourg in France. Prom here 
we travel by road to l^ris to ^ for one night at the 
S-^deluxeHDtonatthe BbfrITower before return- 
ing^’ Curostar to London Waterioa 

NS SWITZERLAND 

Tbe MS Switzerland has 216 air-conditiened cabins 
wf th foU Ihdlitfos enduluig WC, bath, shower, wash- 
basin and TV. The accommodation is spread ovot 7 

declu and the public fodlities include a one-sittins 

dining in a deli^tjy restaurant, a number of bars, 
Admiral's Lounge, shop, fitness centre, libraiy. ca- 
tino, swiirmtng pooL beauty parlour and reception. 
There oreanumber oTjuraor suites vnthexba living 
space. The vestel.reDOMledinl991andii0un in 1996, 
drawsadrritof^andis532ftiong.70fton the beam, 
16/7^ grt^ tonnage and has a cornNement of 210 
crew. 


9 NIGHTS FROM£595 

departing 27th May 1998 



DEPARTURE DATE & PRICES 

pr r penm Ml 1 tam hrOdrd t mm icjhm 

27th Ma>-tD5lhJunr, 1996 

Run-of-th^5hipTari&; LowxTOtits>(k'.£S!t5 
Mid^c DeckOutsidr £695 
Upper DcckOutskiecabjn£795 
Superior Upper Outside £895 

Single add 40% to the above pricifs 

lMWM:^tnm|mjlUm,bni(y>licnKiriinfiilllwnJ.3nii;hLt 
vainiiiiHtatnnrDMnntilriiiMinAtrjlvrilvl,iini<fMjnAi .h. 1 
niChl in IWiK PK \lfiui1iitr lu. wmcH «•! kvjl 

$iatr4.N«llBdnScAnHin«i£r,tiH.d>MVeuui^ 
CondiliiinswBopkiniil'wrfiiuMiitull.eiph'ii'JU 

0171-6161000 


.,dMVeuui^MiiL< uicuniirt 
'm'njliini 




VOYAGESJUlESVERr-JE 

3 1 Dwtei Square, London tvTvV 1 c-tUG 
TiMirMiMiiiMUit UITlVll4i1STIiL.Slie 
UitcnctUlpaMMm.vJVA.uk 
ImilficnMcavRi^kailKbiFnilM'liKiiitelvlIpmtnldlMrhcihb 

lor Kt «n9 0lbinifr'»K^ Fwp«i« ifylmti vk. aiT 

itil vf tmatff Hioi Iii2^ wvrfcUjnrtnK 






SATu’kdav'’^^^^'^^ 
lo k march lOOg 


lO/OUTDOORS 


when Welkin 
Went on 
holiday 

There were strange happenings down in the fermyard, as Duff Hart-Davis 
observed, when a visiting donkey met a trio of camelids 


WfUua has a large and (for a donkeyj 
very handsome head, but I fear that 
noi much of it is occupied by brains. 

behaviour may be 0 iaT]ginaUy less 
idiotic than it was when we Grst knew 
him five years ago. but he still has a 
phenomenal capacity for making an 
ass of himgpif. 

yVe bought him fitnn a shady dealer 
□ear Swindon when he was two years 
old, and found that he was exceedingly 
nervous, as if be bad been knocked 
about. We did what we could to build 
up his confidence, and then sold him 
to a friend who wanted a companion 
for her own jenny, Hannah. She - the 
oew owner - lavi^ed such affection on 
We lkin that he became much calmer. 

Now the pw of donkeys visit us for 
regular holidays, often staying for 


several weeks - and this lime, when 
they arrived in February, it was 
touching to see how pleased they ?rere 
to find themselves back in familiar 
surroundings, with a couple of horses 
for company and carrots for tea. 
Hannah is always welcome because, 
alibougb lacking Welkin's looks, she 
has such an engaging personality. 
Apart from anything else she makes an 
excellent alarm<lock, since she blasts 
the formyard with an ear-splitting roar 
at precisely 6J5 every morning. Her 
one serious drawback is that she is the 
Houdini of the donkey wodd, able to 
unpick the latch or boll on almost any 
stable door. 

What Welkin did not immediately 
realise was that since bis last sojourn 
his tcrritoiy had been invaded by 
strangers, in the form of our alpacas 
Sbadrach, Meshak and Abednego. 
When he did find out that the field was 


inhabited by furry monsters, he went 
halKatin- 

If you are a donkey, and feel the 
need to demonstrate outrage, you have 
to make certain preparations. One is 
to stick your tail straight out behind 
you in a horizontal bar, another is to 
flick your ears back and forward like 
range-finders; another is to raise your 
nose high in the air, roll back your 
upper lip and start braying as though 
the world is about to end. 

WeOdn went through this routine in 
a couple of seconds. As he wound 
hims elf up, I could See him thinking, 
‘'What in the name of creation are 
these?” Then, suitabfy adjusted, and 
roaring like a demon, he launched a 
charge at the intruders. 

Never min d that, with his head 


tOted back at a cra^ angle, he could 
hardly see where he was going: in a 
few strides be was travelling at 
maximum velodfy. For a moment the 
alpacas watched him superciliously. 
Then the sight and sound of the 
supeisonic donkey became loo much, 
and they also took off. 

Camelids are extremely agfle. 
Sideways jumps are part of their daily 
repertoire, and they can turn on a 
fivepenny piece. When Welldh bore 
down on them, all three took a sudden 
jink to their rigjbt, which left him 
motoring hard into the distance, 
pulling two or three g in a ri^t- 
banded turn. Having at last scotched 
to a bait, he adjusted bis si^ts and put 
m another rush, still beUowtng. only to 
hit empty space once again. 

Half a dozen repetitions brought 
him. if not to his senses, at least to a 
state of temporaiy exhaustion. He 


pulled up with flanks heaving and a 
bemused expression on his face, while 
the alpacas took stock of the situafion 
from the safe^ of an overgrown hedge. 

Thereaffer his charges became 
increasingly half-hearted; everybody 
gradually settled down, and now the 
two species take each other for granted. 

After four months in residence, the 
alpacas themselves have adapted weD to 
life in the Cotswolds. They have 
overcome their phoUa about diickens, 
which they thou^t exceedingly 
dangerous when they arrived, and th^ 
have grown tremendous fleeces, so long 
that their wool undulates in the wind. 

>U>ednego - be of the bla(± cap and 
white-tipped ears - is the tamest, tuid 
will take food from your hand; but all 
three remain cautious about 
approaching human beings, and stick 
close together, especially if worried. 
When the hunt came pak the other 
di^. and bounds gave tongue in the 
wood on the escarpment, tiie three 
alpacas formed up in diaracter&tic 
defensive formation, fiidog outwards 
in a little star, backsides together. 

The mao who sold them to us 
claimed that they make good anti-fox 
guards. At the time I thought he was 
pulling a fast one - but now I believe 
he was righL One afternoon towards 
dusk my mfe saw the alpacas 
deliberately hgm«ing a fox which had 
emerged from the wood on its evening 
round: they chased it down the field to 
the point where the footpath ^es over 
a stile • and it was just fox’s bad 

hick that it then met a man walking his 
dog in the opposite direction. 

Certainly we have lost no chictens 
to foxes since the alpacas joined up - 
and now their vi^lance has become all 
the more important, as we have just 
taken deUveiy of a Brahma codcerel 
and three hens. These birds, beii^ 
heavily built and rather statuesque, 
would be sitting targets for R^ard if 
some other species were not keeping a 
lookout on iteir bebalf. >^Udn, we 
know, doesn't give a damn for foxes - 
so it is up to our biblical trio to act as 
early-warning radar. 


As Welkin wound hinnself up, I could see him 
thinking *What in the name of creation are 
these?’ Then, suitably adjusted and roaring like a 
demon, he launched a charge at the intruders 



Donkey daze: Welldn on vacation Photograph: John Lawrence 


What, when, where ... 

Check the state of the surf before you head for 
the mile-long beach at Praa Sands, between 
Penzance and Hetston, this weekend, to watch 
round one of the Sola/ Wwe Rebel body- 
boarding grand prix. This is the start of the 
Cornish workl water sports festival, running 
from Mardi to October, which includes pilot gig 
radr^ surf life-saving and the Cutty Sark tali 
ships race. One of the fe^val sponsors is the St 
AiBtell brewery, so you can enjoy a glass of 
Tinners or VWeekers while you admire the 
rippling musdes. 

ftsthol hot fine 089t 22 1998, Satof Want: 0i637 
871153, Surfeatt 0839380 360 
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THE INDEPENDENT 



RusseH Uipkis n a much loved hsttufion 
in the Biflish herbaceous border. TradUonal 
Lufrins tend to become loo lal, leggy and 
untidy but these new Dwarf tiipais wil only 
TOW ID 24* and mtire a compkt vibrant 
stRw throutfuiit .tune avl July. Siqipded in 
a rainbow selecBon of crAnirs. 


PACK OF 10 


PACK OF 20 
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NATURE NOTE 


Every night now, the elver-fidiers 
are out on the banks of the 
Severn, dipping thwr nets in the 
hope that they will come up filled 
wi^ gpid. It seems barely credible 
that the baby eels — tiny 
translucent and only a couple of 
indies long - have drifted dl the 
way from die Sargasso Sea, off the 
Gulf of Mexico. SdH more 
exnordinary is the feet that such 
primitive creatures have some 
power of navigation. 

Even the most experiwiced 
fishermen do not really undersand 
the moveme n ts of the elvera once 
they enter the river. They drift 
upscream on big tides, and then, as 
t^ ebb sets in. they s eem to make 
for the bardcs, heac^ for flows of 
fresh water. On some ni^ns they 
mass into solid snakes, miles long 
and if a fisherman Mes one df 
chose, his fortune b made: he has 
only to put hb net in the water to 
load ft 

In the old days - until the 
Sbeties - dvers were a sprir^ treat 
for country people. For a few 
weeks, in every cottage, they 
became staple fere, and boys sdd 
any surplus for sbtpenee a pound. 
Nave, such is the demand from 
Europe and Japan that the price 
has rodeeted to £110 a kilo - four 
times that of smoked salmon - 
and locals can no longer afford the 
delicacy 

Duff Hart-Davis 


A date with a hedge 

A bit of hawthorn, a dash of ash: what does it mean? Matthew Brace plays 
rural detective in Oxfordshire as he digs up the history of a local hedgerow 


It looked like any ordinary hedge, but 
Peigi ^feUace knew it was something 
special. She stared at it for some time 
before sticking her bead between two 
bushes for a closer ezamination. 

“Aha, it’s a ' double hedge, very 
interesting,'' came her muffled voice 
from the undergrowth. 

Reluctantly 1 joined her, thrusting 
my head post the thorns and brambles. 
The winter had eaten away a lot of 
foliage and left two distinct, parallel 
lines of tangled, brown sticks about 4ft 
apart, leading north. 

“This gives us a vital clue,” Dr 
iace said, with a sparkle in her eye. I 
was still none tbe wiser. 

Ws were hedge-dating, playing rural 
detectives to trace the hi^iy of this 
south-western corner of Oxfordshire. 
This qiriog you are likely to see a lot 
more people with their heads stuck in 
hedges looldog for clues. 

Since the Council for the Protection 
of Rural En^and (CPRE) launched a 
campaign last year to save hedgerows, 
in response to widespread destniction, 
hundreds of volunteers have been out, 
scrambling along field boundaries 
investigating hedges in order to bufld 
up a histoTical of the En^ish coun- 
tryside. Over the winter, trees and 
bushes are harder to identify because 
of tbe lack of leaves and flowers, but 
with ^nrng upon us local Cm£ groups 
are eiqieeting lots more volunteers. 

Hedgerows have become a highly 
contentious issue in recent years. 
According to the CPRE, th^ are being 
deliberately removed to the order of 
3,600km (mote than 23X1 miles) every 
year, aud even more are being dam- 
aged by uegiecL /Uxiut a third of the 
hedges in England and Visiles are esti- 
mated to have been removed in the 
decade between 1984 and 1994. 

Hedgerofws are important for a 
number of reasons. Aesthetically, they 
are picturesque and historic diarac- 
teristics of the EugUsh countr^de 
which add to our enjoyment of views. 
Practically, th^ mark the boundaries 
between parishes and estates. And 


ecologically, they are haveus for 
wildlife. Hedgerows provide wildlife 
corridors along niiich small mam- 
mals can forage, protected from aer- 
ial predators by thick brambles and 
branches. Small birds use the same 
protection of tbe hedgerows to build 
their uests. Take away the hedge, and 
tbe diversity of q)ecies is bound to suf- 
fer. 

Under the Hedgerow Regulations 
brought in last summer, anyone who 
wants to remove a hedge must get per- 
mission from the local planning auth- 
ority, and hedgerows deemed “impor- 
tant” will be protected. Ai^ue flouting 
the law could be fined £5,000. Tbe 
CPRE was critical of the laws, fearing 
they would save fewer than one in five 
her^erows, but was relieved at tbe 
Govenmaent’s proposed increase in 
protection. 

Their cause is helped considerably 
by the informatioa collected by hedge- 
dateis, which is passed to local author- 
ities to entire as many hedgerows 
as possible are saved. Thanks to Dr 
Vt^ace, hedgerow co-ordiuator of tbe 
CPRE’s O^rdshire branch, the 
counfy is ahead of the game, with 
tougbfy a quarter of its hedges already 
surveyed. 

“I think tbe tide has turned here. Wr 
are certainfy not losing any more 
faed^rows here in Oxfbrddure, but we 
are only getting a very fewnew ones 
built,” sakL “That's why we have to 
keep dating. If we lost our hedgerows, 
it would rust be the Eo^ish countryside 
any more." 

She had jneked for me a hedge near 
the siuail town of Grove in the Vale of 
the White Horse, unknown even to 
her, so I- would have to start from 
scratch. “Haveyou ever dated a hed^ 
before?" Dr VfeUace asked. I had 
heard of Hooper’s rule. Max Hooper, 
who worked with tbe Nature Conser- 
vancy in the Sixties, discovered that 
you could estimate a hedge's age by 
counting the number of species in a 30- 
metre stretch: one species, he reck- 
. oned, equals 100 years, “lliat's not 


enough. That’s just a starting-pouit. 
'there are days of reseaidi after you 
have done that," said Dr Wallace. 

My hedge coataiued hawthorn, 
elder, sycamore, asb aod hazel, and it 
had clearly been planted as a double 
hedge. Hooper might have left, it at 
tiiaL estimating it to be a hedge from 
the 15tb century, and moved on to tbe 
next one, bat 1 had been bitten by tbe 
hedge-dating bug and wanted to know 
more. I was tempted to drop in at the 
National Moouments Record in Swin- 
don, to view their unique collection of 
aerial reconnaissance photographs 
token the RAF and the US Air 
Force during the war. They show every 
field, road, bam and, crucially, every 
hedge. If I’d had the time and money 
I could also have taken a trip to Mary- 
land in ±e US, to view sets of pho- 
tographs taken by the German Luft- 
waffe which were claimed by American 
troops at tbe fell of Berlin. 

But these records would take me 
back on^’ SO years. I needed to go back 
much farther into the past, so instead 
1 paid a visit to the Royal G^raphical 
Society’s map room in west Londou 
and got my bands on an original 1875 
chart of the area. 

There, along the route Dr Wdiace 
and I had walked, was marited a Green 
Lane, an abandoned track just wide 
euou^ for a horse and can. It even had 
a name, Windsor Lane. I had at least 
paitfy solved our n^tery. 

Of course, the dedicated bed^e 
dater could .add to this, consulting 
tithe and enclosure mops and early 
Ordnance Surveys to find out where the 
laoe led, when it was planted and who 
• might have used it. The lane's straight- 
ness could st^est Roman influence, 
and it is clow enough to the Marlbor- 
ou^ Downs to have been, pos^fy. a 
more recent branch of the Ridgeway 

One thing was for sure. Peigi and I 

had discover that it was important 
enough to been named and given 
statu&'oa a m^. That, the CFR£ would 
argue, sample evidence that this hedge 
is also important eiiou^ to save tod^ 
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Fourth 
amendment 


Road test: VW Golf Mk4 by John Simister 


VDtkswagen started ™iring h last AugosL Now, 
at last, you can buy one in Britain. with the 
Passat, the delays with the new Golf have been 
interminable and hard to justify. So is the fourth 
inoiinaaon worth the waft? 

It was always going to be an intriguiog car. Like 
the Beetle before ft. the VbOswagen Golf b a car 
^lose place in both car culture and wider sodefy 
traasorods the nacketftig attendoosof ftscreatois. 
HieFB are Golf dubs, Golf magaanes, Gdf ^tec-. 
ialists. No rival car has sodi a strong identify. 

Hie fiist Golf was made for nine yeais (a ver- 
sioa of it is stiD buHt in Sooth Afite). The sec- 
ond had a siinilar productitm life, bat the third, 
visually'flab^ after the confident cut of the fiist 
two, was made for just six yeais. The styling on 
the fouith iscri^ aDdshaip-alin!Ost.a carica- 
ture of what makes a Gtdf look like a GoU Tts 
VW badges are bi^r than aify Beastie Boys* ^ 
ever plundered. The rear side pniar b as thidt 
as ever, bat now framed into a idling feature by 
a bold pair ctf zig- 2 ^ cut-lines, and tag, round 
wfaeel-ardies filled by unoommcnify large whee^ 

Inride, the familiar meets tte new. There's 
ncme of tte danstrophobic cc^-holeness of the 
Gdf M!k2. Nor does the dashboan] bulge m boat 
of yon as It did in the MkJi, but tbe surface tex- 
tures and feeing of solid qu^fy aie as comfbotriify 
ahead of rivals’ ^fbris as ever. Tlw time, we bwc 


sirit-feel finishes on many nonnalfy hard {riasiic 
moukBngs, dodi trim where others are vin^-dad 
(the win&cxeen piDais, for example), and a iow^ 
set dariiboBid whose top extends far forward to 
the base of a laid-back windscreen. The wairi- 
iine b low, too, all makh^for a li^t, airy cabm. 

Neat tCKicfaes abotmd. There are pop-oul pans 
of cup-lxddeis ftont and rear, and a rear ariitiay 
dosed off by a paft of quafCer-cyUndrical covers 
which damp tt^ttaer clam-fashion, and tbe in- 
struments are ba(±lh in eerie bine by nighu The 
firm ftont seats are height-adjustable by means 
of a jxaap^acthD raicbedsg Jever; the rieeriog 
wheel can be adjusted in and out as well as up 
anddowmand-diaakgoodness-tbestereofys- 
tem b ViiAswa^jen’s own, not the fiddly Sotfy set 
inflicted on UK Vblkswagen bifyers. 

A passenger airbag b standard; side aiib^ 
are c^HiODaL The brakes have both anti-lock ^ 
tem and juitomalic electronic regulation of the 
brakiqg effort required by eadi wheel and the 
rear seals incorporate the Isofix ^em for at- 
taching a child seaL If ^e ba$ lined you up for 
a crash, file .G(^ b a good car to have it in. 

En^es range ftom a 1.44itre unit to a 23- 
litre motoi^, with five (fylmdeis arranged in a V 
Id between come two jLS-fitre, 20-valve engines 
(one for the OTI and a turbo-charged version for 
the GTI Plus), a pair of TDl turbo-diesels, and 


a lOObfap 1.6, as fitted to the well-equipped Golf 
SE you see here. Nowad^ it has a variable- 
resonance inlet fystem, improving its pulling pow- 
er at low speeds, and b mainly made of 
we^ht-saving alumnuum. 

Not exactly a statc-of-tbe-an en^ne. it puOs 
tbe Golf along suffidentfy brbkly to stave off a 
craving for more muscle power. It can get a little 
rauoousffyou woikftba^,btttfzioscafUiciifflc 
it*s sweet enough. The clutt^ bites annoying far 
up the pedaTs arc of movement, though. 

The standard tyre size, even for thb up-range 
SE, b an imfasbionabfy podgy 175/^ RI4. 
Th^ balloon-like tyres ^ve a supple ride over 
sharp bumps - no Goff has travelled more 
smoothly - but squeal embarrassm^ eariiy if you 
take a comer with gusto. Keen drivers will pre- 
fer tbe optimal alloy wheels with 19S/6S R15 tyres. 
Either w^, the Golf feeb safe and solidly 
planted on a iwisfy road, but seldom stodgy. 
French livab string bends together more fluid- 
fy, tbougji, and are more fun to drive. 

But none of them b as well made or finbbed, 
OT has as stroj^ a personaUfy. A Goff has always 
seemed like a fainily frirad, and the new one b 
as fejthful as ever. And TO bade up the feith. you 
get a three-year wananfy and tbe galvanised body 
has a 12-year guarantee against dbintegration. 
Just what you need for a Iqag-tenn relationship. 


Spedficadons 

Price £14320. Engine 1 J9Sec, 4 cy ttn ders, 
8 vrives, nOUtp ac SAOOrpm. Rva-spead 
gearboac, front-wheel dive. Top spe^ 
Iffinph. 0-60 in I0.9sec, 32-37mpg. 

Rivads 

Audi A3 f .6: fl4,625. Thr ee d oor body, 
(Musdgious badge, but undemeadi iA 
almost identical to the Golf, and inside it's 
more sparsely equipped. 

Citroen Xsara 1.6; SX- £I3.;20 l 
C heaper dian Golf and more fun through 
comers, but slower and not nearly as 
pleasing to look at or sit in. 

Fine Brava 1.6 ELX £0,748. Eye- 
catriiin^ Dvely. wdl equipped, but lumpy 
over bumps. Thick pillars and narrow rear 
window impede die wew out 
Peugeot 306 1.6 GLX £14, MS. Supple 
over bun^ sharp through bends, 
uncommonly good-looldng, but not 
particularly quick, and cheap kiride. 
Renault Megane 1.6 RXE: £0.965. 
Interior is foil of hard plastics, but oval- 
themed Renault looks intriguing is 
comfortable and fon to drive. 


Volkswagen’s original pocket rocket 


There’s a new Vbilkswagen Golf, but you’d 
hardly know it Squint a bit, and you would swear 
tbai the new Golf b little more than a subtle 
make-over of tbe old one. At tbe launch of the 
new Gol£ VW ehaimap Dr Ferdinand Ffedi 
made it dear that thb ban evolutionary rather 
than revolutionary car. But in 1974 the Golf did 
start a revolution, sending shock waves throng 
the indurizy, which suddenly leaBsed that tbe fu- 
ture was batebbade riiaped. In ±e I<fiD^es it is 
still the most radical car yoo can drive, but for. 
very different reasons. 

‘The Golf has become the ear to be seen in,” 
says Simon Cooke, editor of Go^Xmme. “I be- 
lieve the Golf has replaced tbe'Ford Escort as. 
the fust choice ddt car for young drivers, mainly 
btyause it b regarded as tbe hot batch of fiie past 


Radical, or what? 

James Ruppert on the success 
story of the Nineties 

two decades.” Cooke b r^t the qualities that 
made tbe GTI hugely popular in the Seventies 
are sliD relevant to tbe Nmeti^ 

Accordh^ to ^folks Cars in Stourbridge, 
West Midlands, customers bring in contempor- 
ary Mark 3 Goffs in part ercbange for the ear- 
lier Mark 1 “It would seem odd to a oonrGolf 
enthiiriast, but there b a big difference between 
driving the two cars. Tbe Mark 3 b mudi heav^ 
ler, slower and softer than the earUer car, and 
we find that buyers are disqrpc^ted tfy the lack 


of character and q[}ortiness of the later veisiOD. ” 

It b worth looking at tbe Mark 3 to see bow 
it has weathered in the used car maricet, and 
vriiether there are aify bargains out there. 

Arguably the beri model Vblkswagen built - 
whidi will not be built as a ma^ 4 - b the VR6. 
It has been described as a miniature Mercedes, 
wfaicii b not far off the mark. At the Viikan Motor 
Compaify in Norwich, a veiy nice, 1992, 80,000 
miles example had had one prerious owner, a 
doOor. It came with air-cooditiODing, was in stun- 
nii^ condition and drove beautifiilfy. The price 
was almost £11,000. 

A privately advertised five-door GTI was a 
reasonable £6,000. That was because it had cov- 
ered just over 100,000 miles, according lo all 
the records and the digital odometer. Thu Iasi 


cm was a shadow of its former self, but a 
azine such as Go^ Xtrnne would have the in- 
formation to turn it into something much 
more fun to drive. However, Gol& dooT all run 
VR6, or on engines. They can be dull, wor- 
thy plodders with a diesel unit on board which 
bUtelytolastwcD into the next centiny. A small 
trader had a tuibo^esel 1 994 model which had 
led a bu^ life wath its one previous, cariqg own- 
er. It was advertised at £7.700 and had cov'ered 
90300 miles. The engine isn’t that bad once you 
get used to it. 

So wify wait for a Mark 4 Golf? If you really 
want one, wait untU 2006. A 1998 example wifi 
be nicely run in by then. 

Vulcan Jffoior Con^tany - 0160.) 494494. 



GAVIN 

GREEN 


Tbne were grander, fester, and oerttunly nuiru 

deShte ca£ Bui amMg afl ihc sfetuss^ 

at the wccnl Geneva Show, one new car stood out 
tbe Stab 

Skoda.s have come a long wR? “““ 
bun of cwn«b’ Back ® the dp-s when 

John Le Cim: was in vogue, and when the only 
thing h«Ii-icdi abciw Easem Earo^was tts ab»ht> 
to dope its alhktes {and not gel caugfo). Skoda cars 
were ugly, sad, sluggish, smelly Unte .. , 

Tbw were so bad, that Skoda undoubtedly did its 
hit - uimiiiingh- - to bring down Commu^m. 

akmg Russian food queues. Bulgarian 
niastie shoes and Hilbh architects. aD fdayed their 
part. After all, what self-respecting Czech couW 
honesilv say their iwsiem was worlting, when that s 
all they had 10 drive around m? 

But while most old Eastern European car makers 
disappeared when capilalbni invaded, Skoda has 
pnisperecL It was bought by VOltawagen, which 
knows a ihing or two about roakh^ cars - and afao a 
thing or two'aboul turning basket cases into winners, 
lulkiwii^i social upheaval (Iiwkwhal happened t<i 
the Beetle after the Second World Wsri 

.NtTwadays, Sktxla builds NUbawa^m-engineered 
and Xolkswagen-derigned cars, with just enough 
Grech content to keep the locals happy. And. 
becau.se Skoda still htf about as much kndos on this 
side of Europe as Rusrian haute nui/unr. the cars are' 
still cheap. Is it any surpiise that, when people slop 
trying to keep ahead of the Joneses and buy a 
siuida, they are invariat^ delisted? Skod&s have 
the hi^icst repeat purchase rate of any make of car 
in the UK: 82 percent. 

The newer the Skoda, the better. The Felicia, the 
onh- model sold at the nuiment in the UK. b made 
to Standards, but it still started life as an old- 
school Skoda. Not evvn the fitcx’-liA that the Geneva 
Shifw- previewed can disguise its urij^tus 

The Octavia is an altogether heller thing. Take 
away the badge, and it’s a Volluiwagen. But whereas 
tbe PUssai. which il re-semhlcs in shape and size, 
starts at abmisl £15,0(Xl, the Octavia will piobubly 
sell from £1 IINIO when IfiC ssilcs start this June. The 
estate version shown at Geneva - similar to the 
fabuloas Passal estate - will start at about IT 2.(X1t) 
(four grand less than the base Pa.ssai, or. for that 
matter, just under £4,00U less than the cheapest 
Mondco estate). It is brilliant value for money, and 
will be quite the best buy in the family car class. 

Unlike the Felicia, it also kiulw go^. Big. chunky 
and stylish too. in a utilitarian sort of way (rather 
like a motorised Doc Martens shoe). 1 drove an 
Octavia saloon - a 1.9 lurbcHdiesel model - in the 
UK recenify, and it felt as if 1 was driving one of the 
latest generation Volkswagen models (which, of 
course, is precisely what it is). The estate ioolw ewii 
belter, as weU as ^ii^ even more practical. 

Skoda is an important pan of \folkswagun's 
grand plan to rule the automotive world. \'W boss 
Ferdinand Picch - grandson of the Beetle founder 
Ferdinand Porsche - has dear goals for his four car 
braneft. VW. Audi, Skoda and &al. He wanu 
Volkswagen to rival Mercedes for qualify. Audi to 
take on BMW (mission accomplished. I'd say). Scat 
to rival Alfa Romeo fur sportincss and style (some 
way to ffi) and - believe it or not - Skixfe to ujRirp 
Volvo os the thinking person's choice for solid, safe 
iranspiirt VOlvo is hulpix^ l^cch by idowly deserting 
its core market, as il (probably mLsguidedly) chases 
BMW in tbe stylish/ performanct!/ spoils saloon 
sector. Skoda aims to fill the void. 

If recent products arc amthing to gn by, it will 
almost certainly succeed. Skoda is on a roll. Sales 
are bnomiog (produciion was 357J)I)0 Iasi year 
compared with ITTlQUOin 1991) as quality improt'cs 
and as the old Crap Commie stigma evaporates. 

In Britain, the Ociada will be the turning-point 
in Skoda's fortunes. It is bound to be a huge success. 
Alter it hits the streets, the only people feeling 
uncomfortable about Skoda jokes will be Ihvise 
telling them. 



to diiving quite lale. I was 28 
Id; I had just passed my icrt and 
Ml a Mini from an ex-girlfriend, 
ow it efidn’t fit my image. People 
1 at the Urtle thing, so I had to get 
ine a bit bigger and, to be blunl a • 
•e phallic. 1 spotted the answer to 
ams hcinined in a load of other 

ifs on a lot in Dudley. You 
t miss it: my worat car was a great 

Renault 25. 

foct that this Renault was so 

t to get at and the feet thaut did 

rt should have tipped . 

5 tbe feet that the dealer had to • • 
art il and the gcais only fingag^ 
le dutch pedal was nearly oui 1 

ovewiihiL I reckoned it was 
spend money on a senous car, 

■me £3.000 was serious. 


R)rtballgotaeonifort^le,but - 
trouldesome car. That was unfortunate 
.'because at tbe p*™ I was commuting to 

Manchester. The scariest mom rnl was 

when the dutch pedal sna^pe^ in the 
outside lane of the M6. 1 aiq>lied every 
brake I could find and finally managed 
to sezeeefa to a hall Luckily some 
truckers saw 1 was in trouble and 
stopped to push me on to the hard 
dioulder. • • 

? 4 bt only could the car be lethal, It 

could also be costly. When I did rome 
calculations 1 reali^d that over dx 
'months that Renault was probably doing 
no more than eight mfles to tbe gallon. 1 
re^ioned i coidd have itm a RoUs-Rtfyce 
for lesi Then there were the Renault 
who .weren't interested in firing 
the car because it wasn’t that new. On . 


one occariop I did find one dealer to 
wave a q>aniier in the direction of my 

sickRenuili but that Aay have been so 
that they could chaige me £6(X) fcff tbe 

piivO^. 

I had to get rid of that car, and in the 
end I drove it to a breaker's y^. The 
bloke in there redtoned be might get 
something for the headlamps. He ptud 
me £40. 1 was ecstatic. T actually danced 
with joy. 

Ronning that Renauft taught me two 
important lessons: never buy a car 
withont getting it dieeked Yy a 
prefessiraal and never buy a Renault 

Adrian G<riiR>erg presents 'Move It!’ on 
BBC Bedio 5 Live on Saturday moTunss 
at He was talking to James 

Jiuppat. 
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Re^strarion Numbers 
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.MARKET RESEARCH DA!:Y HiU DSiV 


1SBV 

BW7370 

M44 

4ieDDP 

B( 7 Bn 

ES874 

Fnzttgt 

A1BWO 
838 CeA 

ease 

QOW257 

MOGMD 

H4N0N 

WTTS 

HAZW1 

HAZ4Q2 

HAZ403 

HU 404 


2.400 

asoo 

7mo 

2rD0 

1 AS 0 

1400 

8C0 

BOO 

1AOO 

asoo 

ijao 

imo 

moo 

l . Wfl 

imo 

BOG 

800 

800 


HK4741 

lAPiio inoo 
JASeOlY 500 

JB 1346 aeoo 
JLIsaS 1200 
JIW19 1JOO 
Mms 1JOO 
KDL482 TU 

aMmc 2800 

962KU6 1800 
K05184 600 

Tsoxvc eoo 

IAB305 1,800 
L£O30V 800 
TRLMT 1,400 
2 I 1 U 12000 
MB96e 8D0 
iOKX 2000 



5000 
1200 
ion 
ion 

YB7794 ion 
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dKOdn; OBMraitt yea mw MMiMly M too mWi cr M BOa. 


FHC'.S C1257 432305 FA.^ 474 - 


CSfroen 


£750 

JIfafaan ArtbarAdfiidaea 

lUiUMtBSXMii&r 

HsaUaillGlllic, T Iq; and aOei. 
Ml lions air aao. U te IMd 


Hot jean tmoBt wnaay 

£14^998 

•aH7SVmmiampme»eattt 
oBnMKPar art mAmai 

01442 871234 


RAAB 


InEMIAngBl 
Lngaa eatacifcn e( Saab 
Appnwatf and ouv dasaic 
uaedSaAcen 




CnnbittiB 
TM; 01283 838373 


£1000 

JOitaBArlbirArfiGRlHV 

pMfllMsDSXERltoCvi 

7 Ar^ oelv UO DriA fed bmr 
nvnym mnanjL itroodanflaiis. 
JIBS hafecs. BbcbU anAt 

£13,499 

mS l/iW 0 nOrtaM art 


ofloMaer er «art lartdiiM 

01442 871234 

JferttOeRter 



To advertise call on 0171 293 274Z 


Metro Hearts 


hnthep good reason 
to try the Pepsonals? 



'XT ybi/ rKeAi\ Am ± waiKtM 
seineMkC SpMiric,'l->K 
oruwer is'ne? TFraumeon 
am 3. iMiHfM for a terrKie, 
beoui^l iMOMBn 
•nef before 

anrt iiove. 
onssuer 9 




Introducing The Independent Voice Personals' - on exciting new 
l^phone dating service for our readers, designed to moice your 
seoreh someone special eosier and more successful Ihon ever! 

lb place your own personal od, edi 

0800 216318 

...EVEN THE CALL IS FREE 

for fits five Qgi rtBn ce ftoni a Vfeice forunob^ ceprewiteiike od/ MondayFridar (bm-Spm 

V 

%# e the independent 

Voice personals 

Voice fofwn als* cqipeen in The independeni eoch S ert u rdoy in The suppbnenl 
. end in The Ind e pen d eni on Sunday in the Real lih aoclian. 
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Beds of 
honour 

Weekend work: Anna Pavord 
takes action in the garden 


* Plant onions, but not 
you have some 
vinuous bours in mairing a 
comfortable bed for them. 
An onion set is not man 
enough lo heave great dods 
of earth on its sbouldets. 
Knock back ai^ lumps of 
soil with the back of a rake, 
then rake over the sur&ce 
and plant the sets roughly 
bin apart. The rows sh^d 
beat^t 12in apart You do 
not necessarily have to 
include onions in the nor- 
mal TOiatkin of \*cgetablc 
crops. They can be grown in 
the some place for several 
>'ears. 

# Sow annuals such as 
lobelia and snapdragon. 
Use a pot for tte initial 
sowing, rather than a seed 
tray. Gently &nn down the 
con^mst in the pot and scat- 
ter the seed as thinly and 
evenly as }'ou can over the 
surhiw. \^tcr it in using a 


fine rose on the watering 
can. Both lobelia and sosp- 
dragonneedUghttogeinu- 
nate, so cover the seed 
thinly after sowing. 1 use 
vemiiculite rather than 
compost, as there is is less 
dan^ of the seeds bdi^ 
smothered. Both these 
flowers take two or three 
weeks to ^rminate. 

• Continoe to dean 
through fbwer beds during 
spring. Hie relatively mild, 
wet winter in much of the 
country has favoured bully 
boys sudi as creeping but- 
tercup -w^tiefa is not a weed 
that you can shift with a 
casual tweak while you are 
on your way to do some- 
thing else. It needs a fork 
under it. Its roots make for- 
midaUe andiois. 

• When you have weeded, 
mulch with conqxist, leaf 
mould, mushroom ocnqiosL 
or well rotted manure. 
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TOOLSHED 


BaisiDg plants from seed isu . 
fauhoiiig-pleasiire. Not only is the 


requires dd^cions^ little inpuc from 

the gardener. The outcome, 
however, can be impKived by 
heeding tbe bate 
First, e plea to any thrifty souis 
w4io can^iOy hoard eUtei^, haW . 

nsed seed pte Don’t bother. Even 
the most rerilient seeds lose their 
■ vfaUBty quite rqndty, eqiecuJIy if 
e^iosed to air,<inmSture or 


relativ^^ cheap, ao buy cmhrvdiat 
you Bre%^ ip qfo in 


fredtpackec 


. reuse old OMQiQstftv seeds. It wSl 
be tn^iedictable mjdl andfaxtilaer 
oemtent and may wefl haibour 

diseases. Conoeni for pleat resources 
h» semi more and more peat4ee 

mhouxes appear in garden centres. I 
have used the same baifc>h|ased 
moltHnnpose (I have never found a 
need for ^ledfic "seetf* conqxwls) 
for several years wifti esceUait 
results. The only riwng I legnbxty 

add to dds mix is a top dresstog of 

fine vet miailitP! , a natnral^ oemnhig 
miner^ which is Ijgbt and 


drahnng but beat' aaduKHS^^ 
xecentiv^ and timsjpavides ideal 

flrwwKriftrtf ^ gj jrmi i M r i nrt 
' 'WbaitosowintoYAstendud • 

• se^ix^ measuring arttutdSScm by 
20cm is useful fbr many things (sudi 
as dutfing potatoes) but it is too 
huge for sowing mdess you happen 
to have a field you need to fill with 
beddmg pbnts. Ebr nme piacdcal is 
dte quarter-tFiy, iriiidi is pieo^ 
eooi^ to gft™«nate hundreds of , - 
hnaller se^ or a decent nnmber tf 
mncfa laiger ones. X find the most 

VMMlriTft mnfainar lif aft k a rimplff 

, 7.Scin pfasdcpQL Go to square 
laflier than round, as toy wiS pack 
. more fogether. Km xe^es 

iiaB no doubt ooiisc^ old yoghxut 
pots and to fike, bn^ envuDiunental 
isSM notwidisiaiidiDft I would md 
tobsmsend tom. Pnepoee-made 

pbfa are carefi^ desigi^ to 

'{^pfoBumdrain^e and kddhy, and 
if JOT ^)eDd a little more on go^ 
ilte pfastlB toy ^ last to years. 

• Tfieie axe iols of other options 


expandable pnt pdlets, fib i egi ow - 
pots, homemade paper pots and so 
on. I don’t bother wMk any of them, - 
and stQgest you don’t either. All are 
biodegradaMfr the being fo 
piaat tom out together widifiieir 
contents. Itns, k is d*wiipyt' reduces 
• root dishiihance antf he^ Sie plant 
togiOT awymo|pe'quiddjy.l>^ 
eqierienoe iS' toi th^' can hinder 


' root outgiowtii after planfing-eed 
^nyway, jnst how mpdl tOOt 
(fislmbaiioe is there when a plant is 

- lippeid straight out of a plastic pot 

andfdain^? 

I however, um modular trays. 
These have long been tbe norm in 

commercial boiticulnue and are DOW 
finding favour among home gaxdeoers 

toa Barically they are plastic trays 

dmded mto a number of separate 
cell% rather, like a hooeycDsfo. Seeds 
are sown duect-huo each cell* either 
ringly OT sevmally (and later tiiinned). 
Hus means ^ce to unfettered 
growth and no podting out of 

overeiowded seetDittgs, which saves 
on bodi time and genuinely) root 
.<fistinbance.Eilherbuytbemasoae- 
-piece ph%tx;qis or as irfastic inserts 
vriiich aze then drc^ipcd into a seed 
tny. The ceOs come in a range (tf szes 
though you dKMiId be guided by 
to sfae of seed, it'is wnfii 
remembering the «nigiter soes 
hdd a ndmiie amount of compost, 
and to develop wdl the seedlings 
require careful feeding waterziig and 
pronqk {danting out' Rrppapadcs axe 
a polystyreae vaiiation on this theme, 
and I find them especially WDitfawfafle 
ea^ in to season as th^ give esdra 
insulation to the young roota 
Whateveryoii sow make sure 
yon retain beat and moisturB by 
a cover, on the seeds until 

rtwy be gin garminatP- 

Tom Barber 




TEL: 0171 293 7272 


Health & Ldsure 


INDEPENDENT TRADERS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 




We Make Sofas and Sofa Beds 

See your Sofas and Chairs bdng made 
Qy CMtsmcn and Wbmai 

Choose yoor Sofa or Chair and Xfabiic. Leave the rest to ns. 
Made to hfeasnre 

%st choice of fabrics. AH leading Band names. Sandersons, Monkweil, 

Osborne and Litde, liberty and many otheis. Opa 7 

I^ttii^ Contract and 
■Inteiior Oes^ners 
WUcome 
Re-U^iolstay 
Cnrtadnsand 


SHOP at Ftocts^ Ltd. 
tihit 1 B^rfavd Street, Mare St, 
Hadmq^ London E8 3SE (Nr Tfafl St) 
W: MSI 533 OHS 2 fines Eme 0181 985 29S3 


Staiiiifi Rentals. 


Call us now on freefone 

0800 19 19 19 

For a fisc no obKtaiion quote. 

• DfacofinmdieoianokcnMx 

• NmtofamdMianaiatlable 

oMfoowUe. I 

• fant«rba)e j^\ I 

• Norw U _ } I 

i wan d M ooed. imlv , I 1 1 



Poshley Cydns - DMmnt by Design 
7:01789 292263 fifab: wwvKpashloyoo.uk 


Gothing 


vm iraliB yaw ««ni culiiiy M 
good ai nan Stag!* Im 
apwafda.Mio iHpalK, traya, 
nawwateWiyr— Miila 
priew. RBoaba undantoi. 
NatonaklaMnfaa. 
MfWifctuiii, 

CJLS. Butte ComgK 
Wtebwo u gh (Been, 


or phone: 
01403700484 


The secret of heaithy sleeo 


With AcQustamatic 

Vyoeamteflnnn>AifttidB4!Rteanaiepaia' 
Stiff Deck ■ SoHantedai • Paw ckcteateB 
Bot kentii • SwAbb kgi 

* ^Mwr snBDtiQB w 
Ropnlro pnbkns - 
Aa'Ai^nnamebed 
c^B Ad 

^dhyof^aeqteg 
aod«aUi«ife ^ 



‘^•^0800 805000 


Hoose&Home 


lua 




wpofidanni 
liUK aSS^ dnpi de; 


fhsfaum 






For Sales 


A 100% 
Pure Irish 
£inen 
nightdress 





THE DUKE OF YORK’S 

HEADQIMRTERS, CHELSEA. LONDON SW3 

25-31 MARCH 1998 

CHARTTY GAIA EVENING 26 
GOURMET DINNER WITH MICHEL ROUX 
27MARCH 

CMPEtellJnsHSLOOm CLOSES; FERSrD&YtfSJWNi 
. TRnjRSDAFSSMARCHAT&SSm. 

SUNDCr ft LAST DAY at &00m 
OnCANtZEBS-TELiOm 7S0 67SO 


Charilies 




WbmyM’retfreiof 
pedsKhf jfiit swifidt 
ORdM 

SHfOMtanff 
andub 
kcaqF 


WOODSTRIPPING 

Pine str^>ping, floor sanding and 
laying, an carpentry and joinery 
0t71-281 09311/0468(^2120 


Parker Knoll 
Minty»Ercoi 
Cintique 

G'Plan owners 


'()/ 

ir 

i V.. 

m 


’IN 

iS 


printed te damoMtetea 
■ niu ri tectetiquM for ita 
young tekte and groom. 
mnMd on .laa asMM papw 
nn odeor cridogw E&OO 
4ltevM-agdhy& 

Mewt MRDdWwti wa 


SaaBBCT HWDES PfSeBSiBMBRXJD 

vfncASBmo 

BOOSCASE Df MZOT GONlXnON. . 

ftee m ndlnnonwl w.dii ne iMulii ai9^!nf» 

nrinble far iMse rioteg xooBi orotBce. 
Bcnfl price ci3,000 but wffi aottpe S475. 
Flaate ring 0171499 WTOarb^'tffieeboun 



*Vb*c Wni 


FajaWaa 


gMWtetowartmHedyoa Ak aad beir let doM dK 


Now yea need OBw CM Aft «ay 


feed vreedkiller 
observe 
repeat . . . 


Andqoe^lilBeAii 


ANTIQUE DESKS 

Ltepe teeda of oU fate Oik, IWmm; 
Winte, VIriedm. Efamidhn. Roliop, QAidn; 
hclnw's. DIcheni «nd Mmhj DesfaL 
DiHh«1Uto taste 

MNSKNCBtANTIQUa 
WMWICK 



'ilMiVi i i i! i,; t . . 
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THE INDEPlNnkMT 
SATURDAY is MARCH 
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Full of the joys of early spring 


Hyacinths, primroses, tulips... the ^rden is awash with 
great splurges of flowers, and noWs the time to 
plan ahead for more. Anna Pavprd gets trovyeiling 


I do not see we should sot eiyc? a mild 
winter and an early ^nmg from.tiine to 
without snppooi^ that the end of die worid 
is It fmy yet aS Old in teais^wiiha hideous 

A{ail, bet Matdi has been good in our garden. 
Bulbs have been flomniig with reddess aban- 
don - de^ magenta 3<(i|pB pukhdla, almost 
smothered spotty Inngwoit, and bright yel- 
low r^wtgngifimw. with the backs of their petals 
wa^ed overwiih acoiD|Hieated bronzy greeiL 
There are Iqadntbs eveiyvdiese. 

Each year, when the bowls of forced l^a- 
emths have finished in the house, I plant them 
out, more because U seems murderpes to throw 
living things away than because I eqjcct much 
from them. But tins spring there have been 40 
or SO in Uoom in the garden, grovrang even bet- 
ter than thq> do in bowls. In the house, X grow 
the bolbs in conqiost latber than fibre, and frncy 
(thou^ 1 have so proof) that the mei^arurt^ 

. tb^ get from the compel makes it easier fiv 
them to pide up their sodcs in subsequent sea- 
sons. Tbiqr ham to expend a lot of their own 
ca^nial if they are grown in fibge. 

One group of blue and white fayadnths is 
clustered round a variegated bnmnera (oean^ 
leaves, forget-me-not floweis), the whole en- 
semble looking ridicnlousb' like a pieoe of wil- 
low pattern diina. Dark blue fayadotbsgrow 
amemgst the low, pale, fen^ foliage of sweet 
cicely (Myrrhis odonaa) clomps of a 
white Banihaven primula, one of the few va- 
rieties that I got round to flitting last year. 
In another groiqi. the colours are lewrsed, with 
white iQ^aciiuhs, a sti^ bit of Ezfihorhm Toh- 
biae which absent-mindedfy wandered off 
from the place in whidi it was put, and dark, 
almost navy blue cowidian primulas, also 
grown from Baenhaven seed. 

I could get veiy interested in primroses, bat 
Fm trying not to. Since I am already besotted 
with tulips and have more than a passing in- 
terest in aquilegias, OUT garden is in danger of 
soeediing to a sudden, awful halt at the end 
of June. If Pm to frU in love, it most be with 
something that peaks in August or September. 

fj unfln wers? TAin, htrt n Q t rtmriplieiit *^ 

Salvias? Tbo complicated halt Penste- 
fflons? \kwo, yawn. 'Wsll. there are alwi^ 
peats. Peats ate riveting. 

Over the years, the pri mr oses cross with eadi 
other, and drift into niud<fy manves, but orig- 
inafly I had a mixtaie caOed 'Buxtmscotcfa' - 
ooi^ier, bronze, apricot and yeOow • another 
mixture called '>%lentuie VkurTrans* > rich, 
ctimsoD pinks - and one called *Rnstjc RedsT 
to Che oolours of tawny waliflowere. 

Now is the time to be sofring more to flower 
next spring. Tb^ like cool conditioas, so the 
seedisbesisowDtiiinlyonthesiijrfiice^ccnn- 
post in a 5*10 pot, covered a pane of ^ass 

and then left oot^in a nortb-facii^poaiion. 
Poniula seed dawdles towards germinalion. 50 
it may be » weeks before yon know whether, 
you ate to be a proud parent. 

When happy, the primulas seed round 
vdtfa abandon. Out on what we unirnagioatively 
call The Ranir^ a senudicular sweep of slop- 
mg ground around the south and vKSt of the 


bouse, Batnhavai' 71411101 Vktorians* and 
‘Striped Victoriaa^ are flowedngfii to bust, 

m w^ shades cf dny pmk and bbe. The paths 
1 ^ the bank are dressed eadi year with 
crushed baiL This is evidently an ideal me^ 
urn for self-seedit^ as there are far mote 
«edlii^bere,wiieie tfaeie isooccm^peliliofl^ 
than ewer aj^year on the banlc hself. It sli^- 
ly defeas the purpose of the path, of course, 
■ to have it comd wifti plaiifs, but it seons 
chnrlish not to acknowledge the boun^. 1 dig 
iq> seedling in trowelftds - polyanthus, douUe 
dairies, verbascums, fiax^oves, veibaa, hfchnis, 
polemonhim - and press them no anyone who 
calls. The milkman scaicelydaies come any 
more, bnl it keeps the path more or less open 
totrafHc. 

•Omfata*,nytu%s of the year two seasons 
ago, were planied out when they had fimshed 
cbeirspeceaciibr^^ilay, close to a youogplant 
of Euphoria ekoTKias umlfena. The euphor- 
bia 1^ now reached its »«Hh , but unftirtu- 
natefy the uil^ have dwindled. 1 like the 
tniOtant red (rf* tbe tul^ with the add green of 
the ^orge. The equa^ brt^l TekUeri has 
more staying power and has good fofiage of a 
veiypale,g|aucoasgtey,Nexcautumn,rmgp- 
ii% to friam masses more of diem doK to the 
sparges. 

The bag ^puzgesi. sudi as Euphorbia ehara- 
cus, usnd^ peak m laoe spring bnl have brou^ 
forward dieir act this year and are flowering 
with the puipk-pink magndia ‘Leonard Mes* 
sd*. Th^ hm Uhie brunnera as a companion. 
The ^iges self-seed, too, and diere is an ex- 
traordinary measure of variation in the 
ayrffings’ foliage and floweis. The ones I like 
most have blui^ leaves and veiy bright lime 
flowers, vridiout the dark qfe. 

Unfoitunaiefy, they hate bdng moved and 
they sulk for ages if you try. I find it best to 
cat down most of the tall stems and wait for 
new growth to ^xout frmi the boQom. But gen- 
erally, this is a good rime to shift herbaceous 
pereimiais, before there & too much tap 
growth to get damaged in the move. The dif- 
ficulQr liesin remembering what you said last 
summer you were gemg to do this sprite 1 was 
gpii^; to shift some day^Ses, but have foigpttea 
tAere I thought tb^ ought to go. Resohitimi: 
take better notes. 

TbemostevflsightffltbegardeDisdienar- 
rjqgw; wrrfiypWn grp gftiik atiri hantfi nf- 

ange trumpets, undernealb the last pnik 
blossoms of the inburuom ‘Dawn’. For a loi% 
time, vdien the dnldren wanted flowers to take 
to sdiool in ^irmg, Tocas’ was the sacrrficia/ 
wedm. wfakfa sdved two proUems at oDce. Hav< 
ing survived these onslaughts, die flowees now 
leer.honibfy every time I.loc^.oui of the bed- 
room wxodow: Pedmpathe miUman may be 
the answer here, tea 

Old-feaddoied Bemhaven primroses are avail- 
iU^fiomSorua Wi^aPkmts. Jlbs^eld Farm- 
house, Wst Street, jdkBxiume, Wiltd^5N82BS 
(01672 540995). The nursery is open fiom 
10am to dusk, -Monday to Saotnkiyi all year 
round. 
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Spring rush; when bowls forced hyadrrths such as *Pbik Em^ have finisbed fbnv eri ng; plane the bulbs outdoors 


Photopaph; john Gbver.'GPL 


TEL: orri 293 2222 


CLASSIFIED: GARDENING 


FAX: 0i7r 293 2505 


WATSON FLOORMATS 

FOR DOGGIE DOORMATS oo 

2^ Ont^watd^doywpudoMiatMd 
/m onSieftMrforyQur'besttendi'paNS? A 


FAST + FREE DELIVERY SERVICE 


WWIWIMMffMBHBIIUrt 

hiAtBWit 

•m c o ew wiypiBaaise— ^ 
ferWMtaciL 

•AiSiri>wmUi,laeeoelaHBdWM. 
♦yiWSiwmiftSenie kr 


•Pta knetojs 
For mart intaemmon on our 



WATSON FLDOBMATS. . 


HAIJGIIJG Gm^EAGWll 



I Webbs, Una 2, 15 Station Rd, Knebwortii, 
Herts. SG3 6AP. Tel: 01438 814620 (24hrs) 

1 Comprehensive brochure available 



GARDEN WATCHER 
mtRPg CATS OUT 

Aw 3 rd vwnniriQ ullrasonic 
cat deterence system, by 


£49.95 

hdiidiiisniahL 

^cBble - 


STOCK NUTFUnON 
STATION ROAD, YAXHAM 
NORFOLK NR191RD 

01362 694957 


STOP DIRT IN ITS TRACKS! 

WITH THE' AMAZING ^TDCAUfaFSQIw 

tMeamewnamui 
fNONaus teamuME 




bM a^ar-ts. Mcd. pjfh 
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Exterior 

CONSERVATORY 

BLINDS 


Reduce die heat ^ 
mTOur 
conservatory 
hyupto 
30 degrees 

Sutafale£or^ 
all^pesof 
conservatoty 

Eaiyto use ^ 
or electtic 
operation 


Glorioiid 
English Summers 

Millennium 

A WNINGS 




We designed our battery powered 
wheel-barrow to help gar^ners cope 
with h^vy loads and steep slopes, 
qu«tty. sin^ and efforflesbly. Prices 
indueSng carriage (UK mainland) 
from £380. 

If ^ would like to join our very many 
satisifsd customers (like the Svvithams, 
the Philips or the Stephensons), 
phone us tor a free colour 
brochure today on 
freecal! 0600 525323 


The Meto-Barrow Company 


frill Design, Excavate, Construct or 
Renovate, a pond or lake to suit your garden. 
FREE DESIGN AND QUOTE 

TEL;0171 354 0691 



PStoOLASiBOWERS, 
GAZEBOS & WALKWAYS 



NEW 

SUMMER 

CATALOGUE 

Send ftDW for your FREE 
copy featuring Agriframes 
structures plus hundreds 
of the Pest gardening 
products and ideas. 


i 1b: AgrflnmBs Ltd., Biochum 4963, Charfwoods nood, 

I Ffirt firirTnmtrt. Trmimr nrtl 3 rf IT 


! Addass 




.Postcode. 



[PREECAn^tfE V 


QUttBrWB3UGHriCN«IOK 
/ffSEMSnCFBB 

-I ■ 



ROBlUaMBt 

SIAlf1AMpi«V2| 

woaac^saoovi 
e.‘e»C5£Baon 

iM U. Mem 'fati Ko) St, StiiaB 




TURTLE DIRT TRAPPER RAATS, 

lAt law - ae «een at Garden 
and Flower Shewa 
nationwide - the door mat 
that real^ works! No 
muddy footprlnta or 
pawmwfcs On dean floors 
^ndcarpetsl 

{TUrde Dirt Ihipper door 
mats stop dirt at tho door of 
ihome. conswvotoiy or car ^ ^ 

jwith absorbent cotton pMo rcmovine wet. dr>* end oven 
'greasy dirt from shoes and paws. With non-slip latex 
lacfong. th^ aie futty mocMn^weeftabie of 40*c. 
waiiatflb m seven colours and 3 sizes. 

BIgi, OrMM, BiKh.'WMM. fMHi, Dark Oray. Saai Biomi, Bkiek'WoMn 
* 7 S I ao cRi E 17 .SS. > 7 £i , in on C 3 «.n, .Ts ■ Tsa Lin ravaa 
Phia ESSO P a P pM mat 

.Use mih (vepLi mUKr rarkmg bi (Ui in cn>p<n 

• (dnart cu lor d«a4i Df tCB ana pc res I 
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A little bit of Africa in Richmond 


The Stuff of ... greenery. Sally Staples goes for palms 


lliere is no need to be a gvdening expert to 
cultivate something exotic on the lawn. Any^ 
(»e can plant a palm tree, and oontraiy to pop- 
ular belief there are many fcinds of palms that 
thrive in a British dimate. 

In ^^ctorian times London boasted sever- 
al nurseries specialising in tropical plants, and 
recently palins in particular have enjoyed a 
resurgence. Not from the hothouses of Kew 
Gardens is Britain's only palm specialist cen- 
tre, set in what were once the spacious vegetable 
gardens of Ham House on the banks of the 
Thames. It resembles - well - a little oasis. 

Run by Martin Gibbons, a veritable en^- 
clopaedia on palms, the centre has dozens of 
bat^ palm trees for sale, as well as tropical 
and subtropical hothouse plants. You can 
browse Ihnougb this forest of vegetation at your 
leisure and spend anything from £2.50 for a 


seedling to £L700 for a 40-year-oId, 20-ft-hjgb 
Aigeotiniaa palm. 

Martin, who trained as a lumiturB design- 
er, became interested in palms when his broth- 
er gave him one as a present and he watered 
it to death. He began to travel in the East and, 
armed with volumes of iofoxinatkMi, opened his 
first shop in 1989 in Sheen, Surrey, on his re- 
turn to Fngiflnd 

Demand for bis exotic trees soon grew, and 
Martin soon had to seek mote ^pace. Mai^ spe- 
cialists buy from hfm. and he lif ts to Ireland, 
Raoce and even Spain, where the same palms 
are more eiqietisive. “Some people walk in for 
10 minutes to browse, and spend £5,000. Oth- 
ers wfll be here for much kxi^, and walk aw^ 
absolutely thrilled vrith a £5 seedling," he says. 


Mediterranean fan palms are popular, 
railing from seedlings to trees 10ft tall. A ^ 
ftSabai palmetto palm, the ^te tree of Flori- 
da, has a £995 price tag; there a^ yuccas and 
tree ferns from as little as £20. 

Mirtffi has an avenne of OMwmn pahns from 
China - a breed brou^t over to Eo^and in 
1840 which were among the first specuneos to 
be kept in the palm house at Kew. Ibey have 
large, fan-^ped leaves sprouting £foui a 
^)ectscular hairy trunk, and will ^ow as much 
as i2in a year if pirovided with plen^ of food 
and water. 

‘'They are very hardy and can take frost and 
temperatures of -15^ in their stride," he says. 


or steamy tropical weather, but nmiqr grow in 
Quna and the Andes where the weaftier is &r 
from tropical.” 

Inside the huge hothouse there is a great 
variety, iadudmg the bgdofpaiaJfeepahn from 
South Africa, the ^^gn^ date palm, Japanese 
Korean palmc, anrt plantt from Cuba and 
easiAaa. 

In 1991 Maitm set up the European Palm 
Socie^, which now has near^ 1 JXX) members, 
and became director of the International 
Palm SocieQr. His book, TV Ahn (Ap- 

pie Press, £5.99 + £1 jo p&p). has sold more 

than 60,000 COpi^ 


The Paim Centre, Nam Central Nunery^ Ham 
Street, Ham, Rkhmond, Army TW20 7HA 
“But wind is their major enen^. People asso- (0281-255-6192). Qpen 20arttr6fm.A mail- 
datepalmtreesvdthdesertsandreleotlesssun, order catalogue is available, price P.9S, 



Sugar sauce 
trees of 'Canada . 

A taste of... sweetness. Nikki Spencer 
enjoys a spoonflil of maple syrup \ 


Spring is m the afr, smd the sap 
is lisiiig in the de^iious 
forests of Cmada, wtndh 
account for 80 per cent of the 
worid's production of tdaple 
syitq). Over the next tew t^ks 
localfafflQiesandagrowmg: - 
number of tourists wUL h^ 
off into die ^lish” to sample 
this ye^s harvest maple - 
syn^ at sii^ar sha^ dotted 
tiiTOUgJioardie Belt, the 
haidmod forest that sbretehes 
from the midweslem US 
through OntariOj Quebec and 
New Engiand rmd into the 
Canadian Maritimes. 

Seared at long trtttle tables, 
visitors can feast on smoked 
bacon, sausages and cF^>es, aO 
laced with the newfy produced 
maple syrup. Aftervnrds it is 
traditional to head outside and 
ross a batch of thidL boiled . 
^nip into the snow, vdiere it 
provides instant toffee for the 
chDdreo. 

The sweet sap of the sugar 
maple was .known and valued 
by the native people of North 
America long before European 
sealers arrived. An Iroquois 
legend tells of the nse of 
“sweet water” to cook venison. 

Hie sap is collected by 
amply boriQg holes in the 
CiiMS. As fmessure increases 
with dian^ in temperature, 
the sap rises and is collected in 
a cap attached to the trunk. 
This method, though, is being 
replaced In some areas by a 
vacuum tnbmg^stem. 

The process is said not to 
harm tiie trees. The boles soon 
heal over, and produce 
that yon can tap a tree every 
year for 100 years without 
harming h. A good tree 
produces 12^16 gaSons of sap 
over the tqiping period, whi^ 


soui^ a lo'f- but H lakes a 
good 35 gallons to make just 
one galloa of ^rup. In the 

sugar house the sap is boiled 

down in open vats, and.it is 
then fifteied and bottled for 
distribution - mainly to . 

America, but incremai^ 

worid-wide. 

T^ winter^ ice storms 
have caused concern to the 
si^gar producers. Some m^e 
trees have had branches 
broken otibeis hai-e split. 
The full extent of the damage 
won't be known until the 
harvea is over.- . 

For a taste of maple syrup 
One of the most famous sugar 
riiads is the Sucrerie de la 
Montagne, 300 Rang St- 
Gec^e, Rigaud, Quebec JOP 
iro (00 1 514451 5204), open 
aU year touhd. For details of 
other shacks (which tend to 
open for about rix weeks in 
March and April) contact 
Destination Quebec (0990 561 
705). 

Maple syrup can be bought 
in most siq>erni8rkets. There 
^ three grades: dark, medium 
and li^L The li ght er-coloured 
syrup has the most delicate 
flavour and is best fcv waffies, 
pancaVs and ice-cream. Dark 
maple synq) is used for 
cocdting. 

Far a taste of home-cooked 
ranaria, the Maple Lea£ 41 
Maiden Lane, London WC2 
(0171-240 2^) is a favourite 
with expats. As well as 
traditional pancakes with 
maple syrup, on “wing night” - 
Monday - th^ serve fried 
chicken wings in three flavours: 
mild, hot. and snicide. Ice 
hock^ videos are flown in 
regolariy from Canada. 


GAMES 


GOATS AND CARS REVISITED 
WILLIAM HARTSTON 


PANDORA MELLY 
GAMES PEOPLE PLAY 


Last week's piece about goats, cars and 
the laws of probability has attracted a 
considerable poAbag. The paradox began 
\3y putting you in the position of a game 
show contestant who has to pick one of 
three doors. All you know is that one of 
the doors has this week’s star prize of a 
car behind it; the other two offer only a 
mangy goat. When you have picked one 
door, the host (who knows which door 
conceals the star prize) opens one of the 
doors you did uot choose and shows a 
goat behind it. He then offers to let you 
change your mind. Most people then 
stick to their original choice. In fact, as 
explained last week, you wOl double your 
winning chance if you change your mind. 

Antonio Carvalho writes fr^m Henley 
on Thames: “Let's freeze the game show 
at the point when the host asks the 
contestant if he would like to change his 
mind. 7b avoid clutter, let's remove the 
door already shown to have a 
behind it. As far as the contestant is 
concerned, the circumstances remain 


unchanged, le the door initially r^iosen 
by him has only one-third of a chance of 
having the star prize behind it New let’s 
tiring hi a passer4)y from the street show 
him the remaining two doors, and give 
him a go at the star pitze. The odds for 
the passer-t^ cannot but be 50-50! But 
this is mqxKsrible, because the odds must 
be the same for the passer-4iy and the 
initial contestant Unless pr^tabiliiy is a 
subjective concept 1° which case a whole 
chapter of maths goes down the 
plughole. Can you help? (I'd like to get 
some sleepl)" 

That I think, sums up the 
pqrchological aspect of the paradox 
rather better than 1 did last weeL Ian 
Bellamy identifies the paradox as one 
cited by Frederick Mosteller of Harvard 
30 years ago. Mosteller’s eiqplanadoa, be 
says, is to draw up a table of piob^ilities 
of the various pCKsible outcomes wliea 
the contestant picks door A from three 
doors A B and C Four things can then 
happen: 


1: A and B are goats; host opens 6; 

2: A and C are goats; host opens d 
3: B and C are goat^ host c^iens B; 

4: B and C are goats; host opens C 
Since the probability that the prize is 
behind any particular door is one in 
three, the piobabiliQr of 1 and 2 are each 
one in thr^ whOe 3 and 4 each have 
only one in ax chances of happening. If 
the contestant sticks to his ori^nal 
choice, he wins in cases 3 and 4, but foses 
in 1 and 2. The total probability of a win 
is therefore + >/b « >h. If he changes 
his mind, be wins in cases 1 and Z. and 
loses in 3 and 4: overall chance of a 
>/3 4- '/) = . Mr Bellaniy concludes: 

“The Paradox, Mosteller sternly insisfi, is 
apparent only to those who fail to 
employ the proper sample ^race, vriiicb 
has to inclnde the actions of the game 
Show host" 

But I am sure that wfli not totally cure 
Mr Carvalho’s sleeplessnes. For the real 
paradox lies not in the calculation of the 
probabUides, but in the ri ng in g feeling 


tlat the host's action in opening one 
door after you have made your choice is 
completely inelevanL 

Jim Bragg, however, has given os a 
very simple example that should core any 
lin^riog example: 

“I bad difficulty intuitively (not 
logically) undeistanding why you should 
always opt u> change your door, until 
someone esplained it to me thus; The 
game show host offers a millhn doors to 
you. After you choose one, the host 
closes all doors except yours and one 
other. The odds on Ihe other door having 
the star prise oow seem a lot better, 
don’t th^” 

And that explains eveiythlng. A chap 
coming in from outside would still see 
only two apparentty equal doors. You, 
however, would know that one door 
ty^rar original choice) was picked at 
random from a millioa, the other was 
selected from 999.999 as the only one 
that might have a goat behiix) iL That’s a 
very ^reciai door. Orange your mind! 


Alain de Cadend^ 51, rating driver 
and eelevisicin presenter 

Of indoor-type things, nty fhyourite 
game is pinball. It develops wonderful 
eye-to-band co-oidinauon, and if you 
do a good job you get a reirfqr. 

I ahv^ tiunk that pinball is an 
analogy of life in maity ways, because 
you can stand at a pinball table, flip 
your heart out and get nowhere; the 
ball just goes right down the middle 
whatever you do. 

Another time, you hardly toudi it, 
and you’ve got yourself a r^ay, Like 
life itself, no matter bow hard you do 
for whatever you're doing, the ball just 
goes down the middle. Then the 
phone will ring, and it’s someone 
offering you an amazing job or 
sponsorship. 

Most of the games rmlhinkhig oC 
such as tennis and squash, are safe. 
Perhaps when considerable danger 
creeps Into the event, it's no longer a 


game. There can be a terrible price to 
pay with aerobatic flying. I do simple 
things such as roUsand loops in 
vintage bijrianes. and there's a strict . . 
procedure for doing them. 

Most aerobatic manoeuvres are 
coDtrolled stalls, which is a veiy exact 
sdeoce. Snooker uses the same 
precision, but If you miss the shot in 
snooker, then it’s cusring and cuzring. 
If you can't recover from an inverted 
flat spin in an aeroplane, then you can 
pay a most unpleasant price, and that 
for me is the (Terence between 
games and some of the things that I 
like to do. 

Motor ^>on is not a game. I enjoy 
the challenge of trying to control a car 
on its limit going round a comer, or 
putting together a lap which is as quick 
as that car can go on a particular track 
on the day - but it can end up 
tragicalty. 

Hie essence of a game ought to be 
that the downride isn’t fetal 


CHESS; WILLIAM HARTSTON 


i 


With one round left to play in 
the “Amber" rapidptay 
tournament in Monte Carlo, 
Vladimir Kr amnik leads by 
half a point from \^ssily 
Ivanchuk. In the early rounds, 
Kramnik built up what bad 
looked like an unassailable 
lead, but he suffered a run of 
unlucl^ accidents in the 
second half of the event and 
the pack, i^iich seemed at 
one stage almost to have given 
up chasing him, were again at 
his heels. 

The one game that did 
more than any other to close 
the gap was Ivanchuk's win in 
his blindfold game against 
Kramnik. After the opening, 
the batUc-lines were drawn 
when Black'invaded his 
opponent's half of the board 
with 12.. .d4 and supported 
the pawn with 13.. .c5 and 

14.. .eS. If Black's pawn wedge 
is not challenged, it will 
secure him a clear advantage. 

Ivanchuk nibbled away at it 
with 17.exd4whcn Kramnik 
rejected the natural recapture 
with the e-pawn in favour of 
Ihe vety aggressive 17...c^, 
leading to a volat'tle position 
after 19.f4. 

Kramnik repb'ed with 

19.. .Bc5, threatening to win 
the queen with d3+, vriule 
also defending his d-pawn to 
make ...ejrf4 a more attractive 
option. 20.Qd2 both got the 
queen out of the way of the 

threat of d3+, while also 
preparing to recapture on f4. 
if necessaiy, with the queen. 

20... Qb6 virtually forced 
White into a promising 



exchange sacrifice. After 
23.Rxel Black could not move 
bis knight from ffr, but found 
a neat defence in 23.. .d3 
(when exf6 loses to Rxel-E) 
and24...Qd8 (whenexfeis 
met by Rxcl+ and Qsd4-I-). 

2S.Nxf7! was a dever way to 
solve While's problems. After 
25. . .Kxf7 26Bd5-l-, the bishop 
on d4 is shielded and White 
can |riay exfe next Kramnik 
went for complications, but fell 
for a neat combination at the 
end. In the diagram position, 
29.Qxg4! Q>^ 3aNh6 is mate. 

White: Vhssily Ivandiulc 
Blade Vladimir Kramnik 
ld4Nf5 16RadlRe8 
2 c4 e6 17 exd4 cxd4 
3NGd5 l8Ng5s6 
4g3Be7 i9r4Bc5 
5Bg20-0 20Qd2Qb6 
6Qc2cS 2i&e5Bb4 
; 70-0ad4 22Qf2Bxcl 
8Nxd4Nc6 23Rxcld3 
9 Nxc6 bxc6 24 Bd4 QdS 
lObjBad 2SNxf7Ng4 
UBbZRcS 26Qf4Qa5 
12 Nd2 d4 27 Rfl RfS 
l3Rfelc5 28e6Qh5 
14e3e5 29Q:i^iesigns 
ISNGBdb 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 


BRIDGE: ALAN HI RON 


No.3570 Sataiiday 28 March 



ACROSS DOWN 


1 ^Wng instep (8) 

5 Cokninng agents (4) 

9 Bridge or tunnel di^es 

(5) 

10 Peison appointed (7) 

U Spot cash (5,5) 

14 Counter-productive (4-9) 
16 Croups invit^ for jdb 
imerview^5,5) 

20 Codctaiirn 

21 Male bird (^ 

22 able (4) 

23 Heavenly (8) 


1 Phrtofbed(8) 

2 Dependable (8) 

3 Humed(5} 

4 IndividualiA (13) 

6 Tug (4) 

7 Garoen but (4) 

8 Simple Ufe-fonn (6) 

12 '1alkoutQfsomeuui]fi(8) 

13 Type of paper finish (fi) 
15 Bower (6) 

17 ServingepooQ (5) 

18 Gulf state ruler (4) 

19 Snare (4) 


Sofadfim fo yesterday^ Ctwche CresswonI: 

ACROSS: 1 BuUy, 4 Hun (Bullion), 7 Iron, 8 Exchange, 9 
Record player, 10 Centre, 13 Dental 15 Gvfl Defence, 19 jott- 
ing. 20 Kte, 21 Doe, 22 Delw. DOWN: 1 Bor^ 2 Useout, 
3 Yield, 4 Heavy, 5 Nigeria, o Scaled, 11 Escaped, 12 Edaii, 
14 Needful, 16 Verge, 17 Egged, 18 atty. 


Game aD; dealer South 



NORTH 
♦ 0106 
10753 
OK1064 
♦Q6 


WEffT 


EAST 

♦ 843 


♦KJ952 

<7KQ9864 


^none 

083 


0975 

*K5 

SOUTH 

♦A7 

S7AJZ 

OAQJ2 

♦AJ84 

♦ 109732 


TTm contract and the openmg lead were the same at 
both tables on this deal from a recent matdi, but the 
two declarers found different ws^ of going off in vriiat 
should have been an easy oootiacL Neither South was 
prepared to discuss the matter, but 1 intetcepted the 
match records before tb^ ‘‘disappeared”^ 

South opened TWo No-tnimps, North raised to game 
and West led 9 K against Three No-trumps. It ^eaty 
enough to win the first trick, but now the pUty diverged. 
One dedarcr continued with a low heart at trick two. 
West followed with the eight and dummy’s ten wad. It is 
true that South could stni have succeeded by cashii^ 
winners and forcing Wssi to discard a winning bean or 
bare his ^K, but in practice deidarer tried a rimple club 
finesse and so went one down. 

The other declarer, after crossing to dumnty nntb a 
dramood, took an even earlier dub finesse. He would 
have been home if the defence had continued hearts 
but, when in with ^K, West smartly switched to a 
spade. Now there no tinm for declarer to develop a 
second heart trick. 

So what had (hsy both missed? There wasan 
absolutely foolproof approach: a low club from hand at 
trick two. if West has the king and tates it. there are 
nine lop tricks. If East turns np with AKtheo.be.ison 
lead and cannot profitabty att^ q»desT whoever hidds 
the king. And if he defend passivety. South has plenty 
of time to establish hb second heart trick. 


m 





BACKGAMMON: CHRIS BRAY 

M 15 Iti r W J9 30 21 22 23 2( 


m 


-130 10 98 7 6 54 '5 21 

Here's a proposition that gave Murray Sharp, the sartorial 
king of the Double Fives Oub, much emqyment Black 
doubles; diould White take? Murray, who once dropped a 
double, but so long ago that nobody remembers the 
details, promptty offered to {day the White side as a 
proposition, fo a proposition such as ihis Black pays 
White one point per game to take the double and then the 
two players agree to plsty either a set number of games or 
until the loriog (riayer wants to stop. ' 

Murray coul^'t put a foot wrong. Hther Black crashed 

his board by rolling big numbers, or be would get a well- 
timed one-point game and hit a shot to win. He went 
bome-a big winner. A few nights later, be dianced his arm 
and played the same proposition against Baity “Bigplay” 
McAdam. This time it all went wrong- and Murray Quidtiv 
lost30pomts. ^ 

The difference lay not so much m tiie sIHlI of the 
playeis, as this poation is easy to pb^ from dther ride, but 
in the vagaries of backgammon. At fimt sight this may look 
like a dreadfiil take, but although it is a drop it is not a 
drop by a huge amounu White does have two very 
reasonable winning game plans: Black crashing his board 
before be can escape one or both of his nien, or White 
winning a well-timed one-point game, as Murray did in his 
first session. White will win fully 30 per cent of all games. 
What makes it a drop is the percenfe^ of jrammorm that 
White loses when go badly, . 

Over a short session of an hour or two, the defending 
side may get hicky. Over a lo^r period, Black wfll come 
out on top. Moral: when playing a pcopo^ion, cho(^ one 
^mre your skill can make a diffBreoce. Iq tiiis-examjrie 
the game plans are clearly defin^ and the-resuit, at 
in the short term, is determined miunty tty the dice. 





Ir 

i; 


V 







t 










+L 


• 15/INDOOR 


the independent 
Saturday 28 march i^os 


15 


'■•i 

•■to*-' 

• '-Ml 


<er 


' »-:;i .,1 




’’"'I! 


Vrjip 


Jlip 

■T'i.ll 


' ' i'-iidr. 
*•■•• tha- 

■'■Vii 

• 

P.irl 


• ' Vl. . 

■ Wy : 

■'"'Mi 


! I'.niV 


A little 
goes a 
long way 


Making it creating a patchwork quilt can 
as intricate and complicated as you 
choose, but one thing's for certain: rt will 
broaden your horizons. Sally Staples joins 
the material world 



In sdtdMs: nvfd conolved rtriipi h rrntralfn tnirrmfiil quilt maldng 


**’*•! I’.* 


V\\ 


When Anne 'V^bring signed up for a course 
in patchwork, quilting and aj^liqu^, she 
thought the lessons would be buHt round 
sewing bits of fabric together and leainii^ 
soffle embroidery tediniques. What die did 
not bar^in for was being invited to create 
her own designs. 

“Al school, I thought I was bad at art 
1 ^nt an entire term painting rosehips, 
and eventually 1 was allowed to ffm it up. 
i^eo I came here 1 thou^t I would never 
K able to deagn anything, but I've dis- 
covered 1 can, and it's a great confidenoe- 
boosier.* 

GQlian O'Biyeo, tutor of the course, 
wbidi leads to a C% and Guilds Certificate, 
always enj<^ lowing stud^its that they 
are not nea^ as inept as they rhmk, 2)e- 
sign is an integral part of the course, 
whether in quilting techniques or in 
appUqu^. 

"Oue of the exerdses in apptiqud and 
einbroideiy begiiis when I brfogin a vase 


of flowers and ask the students first of an 
to tkaw^rfiat they see,** she 8^. *It is bet- 
ter to nse a Biro, because Qko they pro- 
duce good lines. If you them pencSs 
they ^ fitss, and keep dtangjng what 
tbey^ve drawn. 

interesting thing is that each per- 
son win see those flowera in a different wiy 
andprodnce quite a different picture. It is 
not a question (tf ^tting it light or wrong; 
it is an es e rdse in gaining the confidence 
to eqires yourself.” 

Horn thk inhbl deago, the stodenis then 
cot ODt pieces of fabric to echo the draw- 
ing. They are mcouraged to cut freehand 
rather than trace their drawimg ou to ma- 
terial The not st^ involves iconing the 
flower on to Bondawefa, a foond- 
ation that stops fabric fiom fraying and pro- 
vides a stiff backup The flowexs can ften 
be pinned on to a back^roond material, 
rea^ to be sewn on wrdi a varied of em- 
broidery stitches.- 


Students learn a wide range stitcfa- 
ing, both by hand and on the sewing 
macfames that line one side of the room. 
An eaperienced seamstress wiD pick up 
plenty of tips from the tutor, but if yon are 
a complete beginner and can barely re- 
member cross scfrcfa from schooldays, it 
doesn’t matter. In minutes you will be ini- 
tiated into the intricacies of henisgbone 
or btutonhcde stitch. 

Students work at thdr own speed > un- 
sutprian^, the class of IS or so are all 
wcHnen and can experiment with differ- 
ent stitches vdien sewtog on ead) fiower, 
leaf and stem. This teadies how to create 
difEerent effects in ^spliqoti, '■riien a piece 
of fabiicis eudaoidered on fo a bacfcgrcund. 
It is hard to befieve chat cfae snmaiaelyvBr- 
ied tableaux around the tablewereanin- 
qntedby tbesamevase of flowei^ eadi one 
is corrqiletely inctividual in colour, ^yfo, 
shqie and texture. 

GSlian explains that the 35-week-long 


course will aOaw students to bnild up a port- 
folk) 6( work which includes patchwork 
quStittg and embroideiy tedmiques as 
well as giving an introduction to 
Hffgign. Each session is three hours. 

*^6 Start the cooise by disaiering the 
use of colour,'* she says, "buiidmg up from 
primary, then secondary colours; then we 
mix them to obtain a wide range and app^ 
them to a simple chan Nothing Is tal^n 
for granted. Not everyone knows that 
witting blue and yellow produces green.” 

Ann Clark has co o y i eted bervasefol of 
flowers and is now coneentraring OP Hawai- 
ian petdiwock, wfaicfa involves foidiDg a lect- 
angdar square of paper and then catting 
shapes frc^ it to form a pattern. Uang it 
as a template, the ezecc^ is repeated in 
fabric. Once piimed to a badcground. the 
patterned cut-outs are hemmed with in- 
visible stitches to give a contrasting effect 
fo that of ordinary aj^liqn^. 

“We have learned so mai^ interesting 


tedmiques, and it is great fon to si and chat 
with the others,** says Ann. “Gillian also en- 
courages us to visit exhibitfons and art gal- 
leries. There is so much you can learn about 
colour and perqiectivc in fabric design by 
looking at paintings-'* 

Ann is planning to start work on a quill 
shortbf, but is not as ambitious as Kay Roy- 
Price; who has been steadily working over 
three terms to make two quiits for her twiis, 
DOW 20 months old. 

“Basically 1 chose differest materials, de- 
signed a pattern, cut out the material and 
pinned it together, and then tadted each 
square 1^ hand. After tbaiyou have to sand- 
wich the wadding between the front piece 
of material and the backing. I have used a 
series of little knots chroughout the quih 
to keep the wadding in position.” 

It sounds simple, but these quilts, de- 
signed in blight pink, yellow and blue 
checks, hawe been areal labour of love. Kay 
works on them oobr to das, where she finds 


Photograph; Tom Riston 


the space and concentration that arc in 
short suppbr at home. 

Simple quilting tudzniques on squares 
ore nla% taught on the course, and haw in- 
spired Ywtte Taylor to make one for her 
baby. 

“I’d never used a sewing machine be- 
fore, and I certainly don't have one at home, 
but I've learned a tremendous amount from 
this course. It's a mixed group of people, 
and offers a peaceful way of learning 
something use^ and baxwg a good chaL.” 

CUUan O'Bryen's ernttse on poicJiHwk, 
qidJani^embmklayandaiyiBqueatihel'uSis- 
ingion and Chelsea CoHege hsis S5 wi'eks, 
and coos 044 (0m-S73-Sm). ^hskend 
censes in the sidyea are c^avddimu^ The 
Wxrid of Embnddery’ moffidne, and more 
information can be (d}tianed from the Em- 
bmiderers’ Guild, .4panjnem 41, Hampton 
Court Palace, East Moksey, Sumy (0181- 
943-1729). 
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The beauty of time passing 


You are about to be reminded 
that the modem house has no 
shortage of timekeepers, lb- 
night or tomorrow morning, as 
you wearily put forward the 
clocks on the video, fax, oven, 
microwave, hi-fi, etc, you may 
feel that the last thing you need 
is anything else to mark the 
passing of the hours. Yet, while 
the timers on the video and the 
rest of the kit may be reassur- 
accucate, in the iooks de- 
ent something is surely 

wiiBang. 

This is where Gordon Bur- 
nett comes in, for his metal 
timepieces are everything a 
digital display is not: colourful 
imaginative, inspiring. He uses 
anodised aluminium, in which 
dyes impregnate the surface of 
the metal and are then sealed 
in peniianently, to give him a 
startlin g ran g e of hues to work 
With. “My clocks are a cross be- 
tween something functional, 
and a painting (x’prmt,” hesays. 
"They occupy wall space, but 
tiuT’te not wholly serious in 
telling the time. They don't tcU 
the time sloppily, of coursc. but 
they’re something you can look 
at ova a long period and con- 
tinue to get something from.” 

Gwdon's interest in clocks 
began in jiig second year at the 

Cdlcge of Art in Loodc^ 

whim he was doing an MA in 
jewelieiy. Not suiprisingly, tbe 
(3od(s he made at that stage 
^aie nriaii and ornate, but 
he left he scaled up his de- 
T^t led to commissions 
' from' several businesses to 
' ctote one-off pieces for their 

head offices. “The largest dock 

1 nt^B m the Scottish Exhib- 
itiaDCbaue in Glasgow, and it's 
Sfifchek in diameter. It's made 
ffgbssffijre. 1 designed it, but 
. a company in 

'PeHiy. The largest number of 

made was for a bank 

/!®^WIaind; they had 38 of the 
•'Aw'iype. But I’ve also made 
%ateNextandWH Smith." 
mendcHi Aberdeen City 

9m. the Bank of Dubai, the 
Tbuiisl Commission. 
00. 

^ ^ donMwve to be a com- 
■ hands on ow 

\ht^Qiidon's anodised alumin' 
however; teh 






A clock designed specially for you? Spring 
forward and choose ft says Gatre Gervat 



more than hapiy to create 
something special for . an 
individuaL The first step in 


is (0 discuss budgets; bearing te 
mind that prices start at armmd 

£200 for the amplest piece. 
The next step is to work out 

where the dockmn banft as this 

will influence the ffiiai design. 
That doesn’t necessarily re- 
quire a peisonal via't from Gor- 
don, which is fortunate if you 


don’t five within stomping dis- 
tance of his home town of 
Aberdeen. “Lookmg atplioto- 
gr^hs would be fine,” be com- 
ments. ” \lforidng in a domestic 
situation is the same process you 
would go through dealing 

with a company. It’s frying to 
create something that refieets 
tbepei 80 oalityoftheco!nq»ny 
or indiviAial, and the ambience 

that ilu^ frying » convey." 

■prp-rt tn wait around six to 


eight weeks for your finighari 
piece, sinoe Gordon is also a 
fafl-ttme lecturer at the Grays 
School of Art, part of the 
^ Robert Gordon Uruverrity, 
> where he studied befo r e he 
2 went to the RCA It’s an assoc- 
z ktiondiat is proving to be fruH- 
^ fidfortbedajgDeT.ghdngfanD 
D opportunities and enconrage- 
ment to eqwiuuent with new 
techniques and create iimov- 
ative pieces for exhibitiofls in 
Scothmd, Australia, J8i»n and 
elsewhere. 

'Take, for instance, Us for- 
ay into the world of CAD/ 
CAM (oooqiuter-aided desigi]/ 
computer-aided manufacture). 
This enables him m “construct^ 
dodts on Ins trusty Apple Mac 
at home, wltidi are thiu made 
Ota the computerised mSling 
madime at the univerrity. By 
feeding images into the com- 
puter - vidra footage of the 
seaade, patterned paper, even 
hb other docks - Gordon can 
create unique and fsschuting 
surface deraratiOD on the alu- 
minium, wtudi is emi^iBsised by 
the w;i^ ft is folded into li^t- 
reflecting shapes. ' 

So does he believe that 
craftqieople in general -will be 
using computers more and 
more in futm? “I think there’s 
begianing to be a place for 
them, fait the cost of the maiiu- 
faecuring end of ft is the tridqr 
bh; the mfllnigmadiiHe atcol- 
1^ costs about £50,000." This 
ootainfy puts them out of reach 
of indhtiduai craftqieople, al- 
though, as Gordon points out. 
designs can still be p^sed on 
digir to mahufactuiing com- 
panies for than to make iqi. 
Theie^ an ironic twist here. 
Gordon is {vepared to work 
with complex computer pro- 
grams fo create beautiful time- 
pieces for others with not a 
digital diS[day in sight (and a 
wdl-hiddea quartz movonent). 
Think about that as you scour 
the bouse toni^t fmtheiii- 
structioisfor how to change the 
time on the rideo-recorder. 

Cordon Burnett canbeatrOact- 
i!d(d340AanePtace,j4batieen 
AB2S 2£M (01224 642061; fioc 
01224 2636^ e-mail gJwmtt 

^^ffLae.uk) 
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THE LOST WORLD 

Christopher Ely heads to Venezuela in 
search of the legendary Angel Falls 

plus; New York for kids, a complete guide 
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(4.45 1 sBftKESfCLASS a £12,250 added 1m 41 £8,779 ■mB 

1 poiDDDii [maa in (Aieaientn 1 s riiw Tia) iiniirr * *** 

OwkMuei eta MM ■* * *■!■ . e ta m> 

2 zsm- ANGU6G(3ttolP)fWOwl)l*iMtto tayB8g KEMto7im 

AtoDOKSttApratotoramtadew n 

a isD- aANTE9auE(i4iq(CO}(iitanRKM6Wtoa05eG Mruraiii w 

ChocotagoldbnldafidataMkGreMBew 

4 0086 lH)NAro(m(3aB(CeRBaen)Pera«BBe r — : — ir^lMd 

lillta.mi?)tadwotrtrad d Aaraa w raf N ramdiitawwrade aB .. 

5 G506 MB»aU5tainWC(lfl 4jCntl itotoBtOM ^6Bg...- ^.;..BOBdMra9713 

a zn6 SACHQtiaRiS?jHHsndeand.ffSB£ ?fl e . ,, JltaiiraiOB 

finMitf^voni trill flfnriM 

7 2eM IIUKntFEL(96AdansiGFW«i)UOinn4Btl AWisNbS 95 

RqdMiiAMtalMMfAtoeiB - 

9 gD36 THErartnGRqRksJMDitaRBtaiSSto MMi211B 

fltydltaiMrraM^.ikM6teaadiBdrKpideao - 

BErrBIG;*4TteHBlt4 ff nra f don.lW[toBlMyra.7.1AnB»4.61 M i U Mii MB i d iAl61 

Sralw,36laan« 

997; Shssr OnlB 5 a g L OsOvi 74 (R Arama^dnm N « « 

if tfto goes accerte to tha beck there can be oiiy ena wtonar - Tie ny. Barry fW 
«y i»a etaey ifneyaeMid, fttohingm to me Darby raid BM to tha sum and 
wMoBat tone up scerar at tak to lnimTTtra stable won WiMhJuyiafi togas hada 

toitottonr on Bto care g moratn ago and got off itra nrailt wHh Chattrai yastonltoL ta* 
gua.a a taeuils of nrirai waa imdetotao Mlar two auttogs to g87 but haa a Bggw 
abwiea to ovsiG eme and a biggtor Bleat mqtit come tan Ude Ctaneift PoaaMcn. 
whose Wtotoauc cea Btoat term came over an rartende d tide end a cuertor hare to Jtara 
and gets m tongv tounray He wearTt dacredrad to aw Si Lager men R Ira wee ton langta 

adHtofTIraFV Selertlom.TteFiy 

re~Tel SELBY MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5,000 ndded 3VO 
|0,10| efPenaltvVBlue E3J1S 

t 0056 ALMABROOKGHIIitoiadAMutolgKttMBO WHSabianB 

2 6 BOtiMErHOSflOiqfWItollltosfenetoTEtototayao — : LCtanwcklO 

3 com CUMATEiKAbd^ R Oarlan 9 -TtoralraS 

4 0264- P9.BB4(AhriadiABBttotoiy90 WtaelC 

5 6 mOlicVCUIIC(im(1flB)»lmgd0baldtoBMs80 JIMtoll 

6 0004- lIBNOrfETIWIGDItSMMatRirRnEtotoBreR^ASnffiBO HtMatanAlZ 

7 6 JMDOiE(B71)(MsAin.bntoAM90 P tto sra ui aiA 

8 06 ReVBfGES8WSr(M6)finGito4BMdtolai9a ^TtUWIS 

9 26 nimnini iiininiiiiii|intoiniiiinn iwwiiiit 

« 0 SANDIIAMKa3)gCRBlweGDa«v90 JAmtaBa 

n 223M. ST0RMniClililWGASr(MM|R}^RHaini90 RHugRreB 

g 85526 THED()WKrataRKtl4R(8WWdBQBUdtohon80 C Bc h rans 17 

g 6 T1E1IID00C0CKjrf9(MsJR«lbsdnB4J>toBcn90 ANWnlB(q2 

14 2336 DWRnBtnCnBlISItorimltaOBeCBaalhaB AGMbmS 


0056 AHIABROOKgH)(itoiadAIMuto|gKWW90 


IF^9 n 


JPta9 

D1MW7 


Newbury 


B(itlttoerntathtot«ltarssy8hevwnto'nwwwi*<*tore*9eiAchthettog^ChBl- 
tongsr Du Luc off criyalbkMnr mark over two andahalfmieslHntoNDveniMr bass 
that out and to a anrad field thee ia utdicBly to ta much pace. On Brat torm CsBaoe Bw 
to Bra one to baaL howev e r detate a 1Mb rise tor winning his test tvwiacee,MAC^ 
ORGEnmstosDnafnoirabtawekyiLHeiBaitosatttHhorwtotonaavennhetolafc- 
togastaitotatoddacCarata'e Crusader vHBoariiing back aftortvvo and fthalrnerSM 
otr wiM Eukigyb mistoke St Ssndown a tortrSBfd ago atornst tot torn in. The sevan-ysa^ 
okl to traidng • good aaeaen with throe wins, but he seams trattor wtran toced wHh a tost 
e«etBinlna,wlHhmrnayingatvtaoriymnHiiMa Selection: MAOGEOnGE 

la nnl RACHELHARRtSOrtWALLACEZlST birthday novice 
r:!^ HAMJICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 4r £3,649 

1 MPa CAtMlxmM|ai(D|(taAi Uu w1to ta TCaraf7lttl MAFtagmU 

2 a2Pn2 6BAroe03>wgRP*«if^f*RWta'9ii* — sfte 

3 -1D3S3 C»BinRABm{29|talitogtaltoEMnHcfcto9ELJBirasnil4-_JRMnraragk 

4 P636 CiriN]B(Dan(l9(m(pBl)innn9CThciiton8ll3 _._JIFMr 

5 4431U UXnfTKmiie(m(BB(tavitonneiB4UHMmotidaTl1 APHeCoy 

6 404ep wiitaMBi (111)111 III! mil mill 2 .eeadtoy 

7 5F1FP UllGHBnP0NmRC(97}(Q(ItalM|hiwStod4KBatoye«ll NIMmea 

B 3ffi2F S(IPSIfUPBi(tgfGAhUto^GHi&]ed6g6 Rlbonaon 

9 ^Ua PRBimESnmm{UsJtralniBBnnelQRHadBiA7g5 CUwra lyn 

« 549331 COOLSPOrttqpM Howto S Brjar* OO P RJetam 

Uhtoeor eejett lat Bw fandCAP Ond 4x* 9 m rab 

BETTBift 61 QM Dean, 44 CBtodno, 61 Bresr ftopiMl 163 Gnini. 61 tad FHIraia, 161 
iranbtag FWibra, 161 Caeraia Bob bareregh^ Mdan SbMiL 161 Cod Spot 
BBT: ftod Brandi 8 11 0 T J Hujiiy M fav g Kingl 7 ran 

l a on l HOECHST ROUSSEL PANACUR NOVICE l^l.rrall 
HANDICAP HURDL£(ClA^q£15,000added Udfll 
mares 2m 5f Penalty >Mue £10,970 

1 43W NONE CHARM (2to{MMilfU«toCIMod( 6 nn JAMeCSriby 

Atooon MCI red dtodLraddbamMd CRB 

2 a-OPi BAIM1flBir(ttoO))(RDBBBatandUdtodiBtoodMDd4CBaato7ll4 — GBndsy 

■ III i ffraladMixaailrm 

3 FPP1 ACCOUNINCYlADVeiltadDonaglnatoMFtoBBPS Jlam 

ftodphftdbiratAndctoi 

4 3051 OU5IWlwr{M(D)plBMtoJIUot6gg NTManaan 

BAIL ^lii Aaoi. iBooiri onoi flv 

5 26220 BElirilOrOtopgtadraMraStiDdMSgg!! JRKa«0A9b 

DMtbbeirfeiMBareaiAreifcf M MtoieafiOMAtfMP 

6 62811 IUDAMIDCK(2to(ll|(TtaCDtoPiiaNN1WKnGM>IAi7«fl CLtowd^i 


HYPERION 

2.00 Star Selection (nb) 4.05 Guilder 

2.30 Carole’s Crusader 4.40 GoodUme George 

3.00 Super Rapier 5.10 P^cy Parfeeeper 

3.30 Sally Scally 

GOING: Good to Soft 
•LMi-hratd course vnih dIN tancraa. 

•CouM « SE of town rraar A34 RaBway Station (service from London. Radifington) ad- 
pAnscoiiseADMISBION: MambBraEt4;'totwmtoi£B:S6«rRnaG4{0AP8hBtt|]ricaV 
Aeeomparwre g-yeatads or under tree SB andoswes. CAR rant: Souttmed £2: Pic 

nc area C«: irairasitafras. 

eLSAOIMG TIUIHBW; D radietoenBi-no RiBSi O Sfraiwtred g«D OlTStt N Hen- 
taeen g.»7J1J3%l M Pta g-TB {fitZK). N TtotatoiHtoiries g-tlB flOBto). 
«l£AnNQ JOCKEYS: R Wiwiwdy 26g3 (goto). M A PHarardM 15-129 (tISIU. C 
UwweByn g.ge fniSj. H WManraon 671 ri27%L P Hide »B4 pOTgl- 
ePAirO UWTB S; 07-389 H04S> 

to LONQ DISTAMCe RUNWqL Hteet Ryer (3308 trae bean sent 291 mlea 
BUHKERBD FIRST Tag; N one. 

lo rini NEWBURY RACECOURSE SHOPPING ■■l. r JI 
l^'^l ARCADE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) btiifll 
£7,500 2m 110yds Penalty Value £4,988 

1 11-303 P(nanKIE(U8AK3to(PI(Jm1lta taMR pi 7g0^ APHcCoy 

2 6230 KMGSF0U)PET(^{Cb)^^Nw^tadwniHm9Tlll CltowsByn 

___^4 BCkA dtorai lEtf cap Btack daiiom 

3 raOQ POUR PROSPECT (11) (D)flk&i*sOL3Sl>WtatoP Hobbs 5 on Gtocmay 

^ BaflMfleniaraBiweidnBwS 

4 -3*330 SIARSEl£CnON(14)(D)(RMUlcMlJtttow7V6.. Eltatare(3) 

5 330353 H0M0REHASSl£^(qfn^toSsSwnM*taMIlBwtor5B4. J>llna 

r MM M nr^-Wglttoiii^datKiloaislBaBiiviHraMtiiiwirm 

6 16(0 NIFPERREED(to(D)|Cnpe()RSmp»t801 . . - XAbouni(a 

, M.W. *”tataMQiW rtoyA emBaM a smdBerai 

7 TOMB HMNAMfBSH(1to(m|M5toRAonglWi(reiriUR8Gdv7Ca LHIney 

5 «3(CP FMIurSHjW(1to(D) Manila pS^ NWItaaOR 

__ AWDODCV 

3 dP-64 BPDOS(to(IRrtklllMgWntot)MftonnandBnO... RJotoratai 

Amto. (Mft stoh pok eeawa pin* wdt 

* VdNlfid* 

*tarara«wBto lai to«rwrai3ra„,^^-rMya«pBMioe.q>dHSHBb 
Hf'" »y *lT"f» J* rsA Pi a 6i nu a ii d w itol^61 P w i fM A IMHO Mo n llMds.7.t Bar le- 
I b^61NtavRNd,l611QngMMPM.161lbta8ham161BeMoi 
gs: AMtored71l4XAatanj(7161(R0dm)7itai 
^ ^ FORMQUIDE 

The Chafratow raise slit POTENTATB comae hsra frastrar llran mo«. He mntod off 
tost searen by tskmg the VMsh Chemptan Hiide raid en bra opairaig nil mra tram wraa 
e chraa trwd to Marato rad Sheataig Lid« n dn WtoW) ttta era ■ istag of OB Ktage. 
Md M hae nn rente el hra bed raceenera end oeee ter Me firm cause wto Wto nun- 
bra tour wee ■ teven-langm detoto of 8to« Me Msr mia menm end wee advevad R 
moreteetaigeondBioneitranthto m ppraBeedlsgfBaitiapsgbedt- Pewreraebrae- 
btonwie Creougoid Gouid net mrarage 8 M Aseet to JBfsiery - M eeenra to travw gone 
oN me boi e (M. tasr P i oa p e ut leelra • biggra draigra n ns tost rarampi n hand cre 
rranpany HehaatofwnvMBlQhucBngwMi . 


.-JRKSMOgb 


Atoravk pbb bbe sbraea edi bkra cm tataOM rare 

iMinRkiJdniyHNtoNmneMsaaegiQ 


"*■* 11 —“ 


B 44380 WM MAI IAUAntoftraraJBpraawlQBradraBgB 
OwM SbekoMwea Mpatf taraa I 


travwgona 


re UNoNtar snd Itoiiton, but hre pieb- 


FrelHto ReblrabunWi meradiMd wtran MMng Bra tosLwM not bestonk^Btow^ 
ng Wtod si B endewne eenraraievB bisra it ra 0>4» Belealen: POIEUIWE 

rs*753in BROWN CHAMBERLIN HANDICAP CHASE lil- t Ml 
|4-JU| fCLASSa£1fL900awPMiMfcrVtoliiaCy.171 USiSU 

!• OHPP QOII,&NrHHmRnfqngABWMtoCtoednn«o airadsy 

I^BAnLi m toAiraneiif>toeraisras,ratoreato 
? nrm CAUgQIlWPtofQPwsraaiDiiwvereBH* - -- jAHeeraaiy 

Oet lbew rara Aiin wimnauilwiSbw re d n Bei u rai— ae a ei rair 
a -UUi MMMDRBitolliemJHlWnrareatontSRiMBtoB ... . NWtaMM 

tir*^ y ratirn yrilimssin Taratnrisnnii. lyrawwiTnrai 

4 HrprGAR0Lrsa68ADai(i4iAAHCto«wviiDara«ato7g3 RBranireyY 
wta staaraedtorara rajtoflpres b— s swrerageraiew 

I WT 1 MQ -TiMiipiip •iirraBiiimyiinienniireira iintoiMBiBrew 

I gr SramBBwunBflgjQdranetorantoipiSNadgsrrat 

raRMoun 

' Cialtoiteeesesr nra tavrareywranra here aMBB and »M it towrawiGsIb oral- 


7 Pl-gl OKDOIMAM(D)RkiJdniyHNtoNmna«saa6glQ MAl Uy n dU 

UpHbM wtadbnarasaddMnn geratad rep 

B 44380 NNNAHAUArmftoBvJSprasBlQBradBBgB APHeCoy 

GraM Sbek Mswea Mpstf sreraa ftoek rep 

» laig O M BWl fStoHtfftaOtotafbtto wM tolNIbiMo n E to li i TgS OHrarit 

lUbrataAbbe ares btadMkBbeMMM^frabwmtarairaaU gem ere 

g -4482 BB8C8a0WIC(n)mQHMratoQnttM6OS RTtaan 

BeradBraerai wta dreras eraralijbeei md nta ttmek rep 

n BfiFiF sr(timmiriTr[TT)|ei)itoiibiHiininiii^TTn .._.pnmb 

Hbre Hdoretoretoai ehMerareSberata eraevare retoara 

g P3348 HUBSrn3fER(N|npn«dtaeqFta«d>B«8 JBaypto 

Wbrai^bkraaMLrrenrdhran reMbbareta severe 

g » COOL W Igl O ptoBPRBW*nMtA"tafiTFcratoregO RJotowrai 

fa ra MUis iwi a s/ rea l m(m sraw tog em Wsi i i re etai. todereP 

raiMW TniiTTrntirrrB(riiereiTtoto)n infill nnn Btarai 

Rrarai MBs raMrad ssrarai mreredere 

S a96W UPPYICUBEmPRDGMeinatoUsMItoia^BgO . .-gHNtogMraiA 

BmMMM MlOaP OBH tek. GIB 

to 64«B WgmoraBOMBIgtoSFuSlibfK^BOa-^ WMhWifT) 

BiBb MfeiG. Msind Mfewf OBB 

0 09440 BLESWfmiMJRtatolNIMBntalHBgO^. MKUgtoyn 

mirafibi snre grata nyraMw MSwre wta ren. iiyrardwfrai wta Mr 

Itosraraired* ta ■retaMtopNwGtafibVBMRFtortotolbprLeuBaMnto nraireyibMs 

B MSto ObwreBMUto 

BBTIBMk 6H*retallMtoWMIOradMs.W Ob Ooeato 161 Brads toBrara,OdstaqreK 
161 BwrarainCBnH|]ibgCtonBd.NMIiiOiraei. 14-1 AewuBMicyLtatTFitaltalratoW 
Be My Hit Hraai niBs Iredsra 9b9y leitoi 361 etoraa 

rare uraeFrarasnicoo^FetorKBtantinn 


reL>rertredii.ltaWMtoj6ira 

I C 05wyw 74 tor^tSgj^ 


<todtarerayeenraehraelBtowto g agrawevratreO>reeieinlran(*dret h e re ie ta tbutto- 
dtofb gw u rewrer net be i retatoii sjuJ i—wiWewtoRf ra r u iv kJU B to ii u wrar ti d asJ w tra n 
wrewgreWraceamandiecpraitofu ii hra bniiu i rei rai » lliidMl8udciraeetoB uj i i raan 
am ruetog HaaSto Brewsie {3to betora h| to • tongdt and 4 iraM re ftatoigdan SI ta 
■reitora BM rare Ob reran hrecemtoraretoLudbwwki 11 epsnhandoapeaitoany but 
rasWiratoutre8.wMaanrecBMeMwinwtawMrarerPfcySntrarayiretidsytoeprare. 
ra to me dranee of RNMfWUA. BtopM M to drerace adtod Nnnrerali re SreSan 
toHwratottoidHtoiwimRBBao a rato n if f ewaitahtFItontatogutupiwtlrarpiraire. 
mg partomHMB agrere The nrare firara g dRM ree and has aerm to tram M re fin 
fUrttaTBrli ItonrtraanntraivifiiltretramrarawtfreMnnfltinntaiebrataratnfilrawliU 
drawn Mstarei ItosI SMii iwii rera liiiiiiiB Mta rnnuiraiiiiA wMiiilura ]irai4ra 


OBid fi nil hai bm pUhi0i0 tifiSlnOflUliiQiriMMiwofV nljilnifi fiteiv*bB 

Dra^irrli?iUmsjreJreWL!- ^i ?T!iirarT"^^ w* 4BAtod l*tae Ch^ wnisOe cl^Mlag hsdtrarBnBe. 

Drang presanrao wran a tm rat wrarasBn m jtmtf hs mi arab re wrai mre wra mg srera ravereM aiudeii Bret ouaedv w eany SeMy. SelscdraK KietwiALlA 


2 6 BOliW ETHOS eaiiPOttolll toJto e dj T r to toih yao — ; LOanracklO 

3 COLD CUMATEiKAb^ R OMTlM 8 -TMralraS 

4 0264- PB.BBto(AhriaMiABBftotoiy90 WtaeW 

5 6 mOlicVCUIIC(im(1flto»lmBdaaldtoBMs80 JIMtoll 

6 0004- IIBN(IIYETNNIGD{tSto(JatR)rRnEMiflre44A8nffiB0 HgtaBtanAlZ 

7 4- JMDOIEP71)(MsAlli.lravi9AHnii90 P tto sra ui aiA 

8 06 ReVB(GEg8WSr(M6)pnGitotoBMdtolai9a ^TtUMIS 

9 26 nimnini iiiitiniiiiiiiinrainiiiinn iwreifiiT 

« 0 SAID HAMK eg gCRBiweG oarer 90 JAmtaBa 

n 222(4- ST0RHniClililMGASr(Mto|f«}^RHaini90 RHugRnt 

g 85526 THED()WKrataRSCtMtoDW*dBOBUdtohon80 C e d rens 17 

g 6 TW1IID(X]C()CKjrfto(MsJR«lbsdnretoJ)to«n90 ANIdnlB(q2 

H 2S36 DWRTipmmgilsMratoiltageNCBaalhaO ACWrareS 

g M HBICHPfflD^tllldGnitoADfctaaaB ... JPte9 

g 06 IADYIMZA(l7IO(AI)ncdFtoBOl4ABgBy89 D1MW7 

V 34046 1NJHIL(l^miElDOOBhryad)OManB88 DrestPIHl 

-17dretorad- 

BErUHG.’IIA Ths DeertOMi PDA. 61 ^OHR CyctoiWrM Btooi ItaMlw Bit 1M Al Mtaeek; 
74 H, 61 Rydidd. 61 Odd Otota, 161 OlArl, WnA 161 JhB Doto 20 .lefbrau 
OOP- Caderara Ore a 9 0 M Mi 61 (B Mto dram n 8 M 


I ra ftg) NCRTHBRCOK HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 added 4Y0 
**‘^9 1 2m llOwdi Penefhr Vhlua £3.175 

1 2 AWnUNONGmiltaKlimShntoGLMomgg..... RJdaaonB 

2 0 CARrOU(»(Bto{OCaDanMskQUVIMnKngg Wgnram 

3 44 CnizaKANEp9)(Km«liKDnMQ09Hraaodgg JAHcCtaBir 

4 922 auai}Bl(2to(BF)(E[xiaTk;Saciritr)PRWitta'g12. .Btaral 

5 HAnC(raqnhi6BMBsachItottndral6LMaamgg MBHdwtor(7) 

6 sre MQNUrpnzaigt)|taUraHy*IOKra)i)JKttog.g __Mlldnrei 

7 20 KSNDANCBI(11)(UsAtoanCFin«4MRiKgg.-_„..„__^PIIcCay 

a 44 HHlCiLeS$COP(22)(nwTtorFou)MsMJonMgg HW^sam 

8 IEIG0RSnWE(USiV(Pieto(8P7bidd)lilsAFtonttgg......^ARreraaU 

g 02 NaMSIO(2to(nraNraniiioPrabreMre)ltoiHttigtgg ■....^Jtllramka 

V P3 (EBALRS)RRIAMI(l8l)(HifHlifcMJfUnngg ........XSUamiMi 

g WASP BANGS (IgA} (PIStopreBenBOotbbxk 184 Chtongg RDwraeta I 

g P 2BW((USA}ng(taUM0fey|BMdMhgg ttirareij I 

14 WMFFHAtAPr(F3to(MB3ACbra7)Jtag7- . , 

g p i£UHieN0TE(UBtofM(r>raiMitotoM»HWiifig7 eatare 

g PnBlcaS0FI»in3(FBto(ASRdtoQLIltaang7 JRItownRA 

-tldidraraf- 

BErnHGi 61 Kaen Draraai 62 AmiMKtoB, 114 GBdir, 134 CHna Itoni, 61 ftoaMto 161 
tobip Baagai 161 Utag HbIb, W g ra iJ rai CU|i , tl s iH l O ipi iirand , 161 M dse i iai9ra, 36l 
Mddy Pdred, 261 Hrato, 361 etbraa 
097; necoirwpasfcg tree 

I ra RNAL NCVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 added 
2m 1 1 0yds Penalty Wdue £3,292 

1 g A«fCM(n7)(U|tordiBtabtad(fCtoeels7iia Gandsy 

2 24 BBtXHfiVFRONmgtoRBMMtoAdntoNGireseSIIO CLtowslira 

3 S6D ERMAUETfitolL&PParriaitolPfKtabraSnO JAHeCaMqr 

4 3a GOO0nHEGEORBEm(GR{UsMJBantoMsJnR«nSgO RItoaat 

5 aP GREATSn)FF(119(l(ptodiBoedred4CBndra7VO GtoreiCT) 

6 IgOP LASroADnB(nB(E8DDT«btoG'Rnnv711ft BRnral 

7 0 NnWEBUCKntoOlraahiOiirelto-PraMdfrtMIIIIMMfilia WHMda 

8 4Sm FBnOSElJtt(«}(7)g*sCN\ltorereb)i)PRWtttaanO Bjdarare 

9 38B FtlAasmim(WVUWU*iE8RDblntoNHraKton7tl0;^^ HAFfigradd 

g 40 PaoSPECTOIT S COtEatoprareanftodtfJftoresfillO APHeCtor 

n P RONALPM DS OW O tnailtlWItobGKMtoBIIO...-.-^ NEMraren 

g 0 S0NaF6UiM(CPSpHRM(Bre9GLM«n6«0 J A tararag i 

g 80 SP 0irrCH CB r(TI7)(»ed0ra ra Fto S ei d| p}BltoHren8gfl Rtainstor 

H Oim- 8IWBgCHUSADagm(W6IMtodsOditoWMdtotoiC8hi7)IOAGd tasPT 
g 004 1MIFMIB0Tpl)(SM«»1toB|6Bdd«S1ID 

g 000 IMEB AnfE N Qro NHMCfttoinraftotolftareMtEBadbSBtt— -JCA^Wg. 
v 24 wH(S.(usA)p5ngiCMnai9MPtoMnf«o 

0 flP HABAHMaE{2i)(Rra'bn1tararad1bOwaNP&dre5g9 Hmarefg 

-Mdsdrare- 

BBrTniC;6* Q Ga4 toi iCiegi,6 nb rere nf» 61 P b rai tacM6BCM.T6lHByiiPIHiAB 

plrat16iftutoiwtortPnve.144PraMBrelJd.1ltobiiM6ttaiiata(Lllli lb ny.a6(Hralra. 

Ill nwdra. nlii fi9i|. Tiiiiit nisr n tramr 
g97: Qudhr 4 g g G gpiray 64 fra P Hdtoto g HP 

ig raA l SPRING STANDARD OPBUffi FLAT RACE (CLASS H) 
£1,500 added 2m IlOydePBneityVMpe £1^832 

1 8H ire n ni i itni) tTb a rtenpira mini t Vot i “ APHecqr 

2 61 CROaeglQNEROmGtolrateRLTtoaMICadtoSBB Hgtarasre 

s g i ij i c » n A ni ( gren f*to(DHBF)g8iPOretoW'fcto wD niiwsiifi — curaraR u 

4 BERBiAHgidiuwiMRWtoianA.,.,,. , JBtowap? 

fi aUUBHQTBtoratHraitioBMttaratoQBidg«g« HCHMd 

8 eAnOMBUg>iHP9uMr4JMrere9ll4 ■ ,1 - . ■ eibrabrad(to 

7 CQNNORHAOBWIAHdtaradtatodtaJMiraBSttA Dlita 

8 OBMIALaARaKMraCGHratoylONdMGaSn* BJobrerai 

9 MDIILaE{niTBBH4HsJntireiS1l-4l..l.' — - Wftiiret 

g MKBIBIHUIIJQAN(blsLHDMlra)Btoiret91l4 — rraib 

B MmiAl HAiritnitoiblBiiiiraeWrtliiliKl ll t OBkadbr 

g HONnCWO(tobBAlsaradBn«MsCradbSMtdo4Hl*toaKragt6a4_Bltoedl 

g a njAREm(AbnsretaNHrtaw5V4 HAH^red 

14 N>g|YE9P D M a3H IPBB9dBPHObtta5B< JAMeCralV 

5 8 QtfiOC8UCCEB8fONpi)giraBWSBdre)MGredbi5B« WIMim 

g 8 flBMnMBOrmgaHNF1hMMMsJFtoirei5fl4 OlfaBrai 

V SiaaSDMAM|BEWHgdatoiaaHJBa«6B4 JRKnreS 

g 1Hg«SBRUne9l8BZSl5toitosHltoW8Sn4 DGtaSr 

g 0 11IHH0PTICTIIB(M|91nBuaB)NIHeM81l4 .Gltou 

20 liPHAHIMD(nraMrend«a|PHgtta5ll4 RDrara^ 

a B QABUCpQBSsJKtareiNMtoCtotoiSgg -CHtoidS 

a 0 BE8rB 0YM(atoraraidHMmPireradPHflbbi4gg Gtaam 

23 SninACCOn(ARrbd4Hiaaidtoi4gg Ltam 

31 B0IBIErdSHdtoHCrare4gS jTmS 

a 2 MYTBMptopDdtaFftotoDStoiaetollWMgE Rllraaton 

-9Bdsdtoad- 

BEnWG: *-1 P rae toii ra ta ra , 61 Praqr Ito to eira. 61 Qreiral n ararae re , i»g Btare^ 

<61 Ana* BM Ito- 

itoa ^Mrat 161 GaWto Hr Jdra; CbM Sareredrat Z61 ettrai 

887: CourayBaraifiB fl Hlldreoifl-4 tor (i Mo) Brian 


Wolverhampton 


HYPERION 

7JOO Giwen Boppw 7.25 Royal Caacadt 7.30 
CaudRto 8A5 FGfl Fna 9.15 lea Aga GAS Evazk) 
Ruto 

OOWO; Mandaig Id weMfiaf BiOg 
STALLS: Tf - bultode. remaindre sidda 
DRAW ADmNTAiai: »«tfl tan Of to tn si 
•nnareg toti-irapd awl couia 

gCeun ■ N of fam «i A448 H U v ai irei si to n aMon m 
AOiassiOii' CluB n. iMaiwh C« {DAP mradisn Cl Osdnena 
ryfifii if raw m ci n sitrar rai l ini ntoilAhi n snTri n niartTt — 
CAR MRX: flea 

eUADMOTRNmtoRHdlbWMdaMiSfOVBIPEMraiSMBB 
«si e MeMrewn aseiS (BBto; Lore HatMtagden 2MB 0B(toi 
•LEADMa JOCtCyWJUtoanr 00481 glsV8Sandm46GGI 
igJSl D HoBMtf 33.140 (ZW%L Q DuHtoM 26180 (04^ 
•FtoVOURnEB: 404-1318 PUHI 
RUMORED PHOT TBAg: Kemratotoly |72H MeMr (B4^ 
sraaie (945] 

BARRY BEALEBSO HANDICAP (CLASS 
1:H!1If)C 34»0 added im iQOyds 

1 S? "OUDTOWrpifCaiNiibinNnSaO DHdkartllB 
i aSH A»p(0R1IBt1WaiSaba0l998 NDrarfi 

3 SDMO YBOllAROtH«t pi|(C8 tB«**re— niMrarasra 

4 Vki QRE«aOFPBR(l9|(a|GWaadreOS»3 CLnrerarnr 


9 09080 miOIWWr(»|HHolrehre0963 AHeCiMyAN 

• MM ■UAHaaiTWfBIOWre 4tl BFBlMlsa 

7 9450 GQUWCIIDiaptofCP|J6pMA>to4l«-PfbSMrMZ 

8 80041 OOtOaJPPBiamUNwn48g PHeCtann 

» itsa- MRrQlCBiaBSAH(«tolkiAltoBSl4.-.TmtaBe 
tt 44004. ZWfflAN|in)GltJUBiiliy?|s Altaresi 

OC-dSC «WIVIMM(lto(DtJHBMtofTl|3 HHratorS 

e 36SI SIMPSnS.5IM9SlltoS8i. -I 

0 45B04 SaSSrptlAJMSBO . . jiOdAiB 

-noMtoaM- 

BCnWG- 74 CHse Bsmma 68 Hare B^I 1M ABdrar WtaM 04 

Mid to HI. 61 QoM CRraw S6t 9rare Stod, 161 (MtoHraiK 161 

Ca5 MCa araa.8eBtotoMu lll reto f to ii rarai n i m 161IINfGNi nl li a i " > 

Z612btoM 

(7^ STEEPLECHASE CLAIMING STAKB 
Li:f£i (CLASS F) £2300 added ef 

1 :-4a33 EaStUBIM0PHET8eBnSla*to999 — ODratoymS 
: :»ai EUiEHOPEiuSNiytoiCRhTMdraefiOOiraiMaKHwao 

3 MW H0NU.CASCMEpto|C0|BlfeMMMn4lgLNsreM8B 

4 S-9P R0CKr«inBSAIDiMii.SIM888BPH8Cabtn7B 

5 320433 A9BMN(7>ONLltoarenB8g .... ■ ABdyCfZ 

8 Obcc 8noKNHrMBiBr0SHGO|AjMre4aeAitoCrao«cGio 

7 00006 Hiwrswi(tti)NBranrB84 _patare(7)3 

I oaoco itoUHij a i T aAtfi '*** JkOMrerasa 

I 06C IUWUJIiypHJNBds493 AllbdmiB 

g G40W HMIONeilOBEAllUmBBBGfiMO-.-. g«Vt8 

-IGdMM' 

aenW0;Mato HBaa.»4 |^C 3rarad i.6a& reraa RiiyfiiuM 

jraaR,>6ieonia 


THORPE VERNON AND COMPANY 
1:2^ HANDICAP (CLASS p) £5,000 added Tf 

BIlOl JUSriOOigilCGKBulra-igO HBwsramrntV 

006 nBniW0PMM08i)njBiad4iii_^iiita«i 

no- MMOnmHMSBI MMnB 

6gs nnnirrii mn i Mdinnpn 

•ooni mpmsrrtnKQnwjMiefiBS otkus 


MOWIED GAMES SUJNG STAKES 
(CLASS G> £^500 added Sr 

< TMf* CBAB Bn7>g»Rraiwiew ' ttnhnigft 

2 400008 BOfPYfllXCBlBBre^SSS.; AoSsB 

* "S"Wi“^«S JtaZraS 


NEWBURY 

2J)0s SIARSELECnONA cred- 

ll'Menedi eighth lo the 
cmwftaowing Wind ta the Impe- 
riai Cifp Handicap HurdlB at 

SandowiLlakesadropiaebsa.Ph- 

twntate is a dBOger. 

□□□ 

2Mt CARCLFS CRUSADER a 
head second to Eulogy in a 
3mll0yd$ handicap chase at 

Sandown last time, is piefened to 

]u.ipM>i-grt, - who Gnisbed alone 
oubs (XMiise and disouicB lest dmc- 

mn 

i3fc SALLY SCALLY, IVsIe^ths 
second to Final Hond in a 
2m3flL0yds novice hordle at 
IhuiittKl lost time, figures on a le- 
ntent handicap Qnist84DBy 

and SnnahnUa ice dangeis. 

doncasirr 

235: SetWNED* of ■ Tf 

retsiden here last Noiember, looks 


Itotol B I I praUeas. 


HYPEjU ON’S J 
TV TIPS, 


3J10: NOMORE MR NlCEGUY, 
a neck second to the useful Ryik 
m a competitive Iml IQyds handi- 
cap on Fibresand at Wolverfuunp-. 

tJb&racUbwtdfcappedaodwfll 
find a high draw no prt*lem if the 
ground does not mm sjfL Lionbe. 

wodthigwell, also makes appeal 
□□□ 

yjOi MONAASSIB, 3 lengths sec- 
ond to Elnadim in the Group TWo 

pf n <(^ Stakes own- 6fal Ascot last 
September; should outclass these. 

Caciniiita moy follow him home. 
□□□ 

POSEIDON, who ran some 
Ihfr laces in Group company last 

season, should give a fair account 
ofhtniselL'nwFlyisadanger. - 


[|l^ 


el: 



M as 9B • 87 


lyraraaftherevourtise; 8 tt O go 11/17 29_ 


Whmsrtoptocebil 
arerfnrareleas; 
Whwbre wrereua- 
WtontoBdrera! 
H Wi inrato age; - 


j;o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9- -P 

33-1 261 33-1 28-1 161 161 1 61 361 361 TI-1 

81 79788180688533 a7_afi 

1 314ai75 SB 6 :gl 

~~i 5 3 8 4 5 5 * * * 


Ro«orloeeMmeirere;Ftoreuitoee-EgOOSeeeiidltoireiiraee -eaOQ 

■■■*■(). gfnifaneie ptoeeM let, 2nd or 3fd to lire race; Kf* 

SliofteeHiifcedrabBrera;KueleLtoto 0997) 11-1 . _ — _ 

I la iB B ill prtr e rt e l iiiin n ' TTrr*^ ^loats naiina 

0990, Storraridoe 0998 361 

Thpbaliiera; NotrowrhaewonMaiaceinrae than once to me peat gyeare 
1bp losftata fto jodcey hae wen mto race mora than once to the prast g yeras 


Nad Al Sheba 


DUBAI DUTY. FREE STAKES 1m 2f Penalty 
Value £152,439 




[4j^ 


amTES DUBAI VtfORLD CUP (Groia 1) 1m2f 





BETTmO! 11-10 Store Orem, 114 Leap Sauregs. Mdrepto, r-rBatom, 61 
Benpi, 161 Seabv 261 Lure, OaHrewtal RntaOto 


First show 


'-V*- 


Newbury — 2.00 

Hwre C H L T 

ManreeSN 61 74 74 74 

Mtototak W 44 14 61 

RfiaMMs . 64 61 68 61 

ftorerHrad 34 61 W .61 . 

are^-iiduBan ga nc w e* 

ytoHrailliids w gg 61 61 

¥kakUM 61 7-4 BM 

reuraw 161 164 161 184 

ftoWEbMP 184 1M 164 1M 


I adisR{*Rktoi«*Apbail,Z3 

Nevdiury — 3 JO 

Hrare C H L T 

Ktoeireto 62 61 61 64 

MtaraNiCk B4 61 94 61 

ObPcnra M 74 61 7-1 

BreSbBrarara w 61 161 6i 

OBMGMig 61 BM 61 161 

atotorew w 6i 6i n-i 

tarare w rei 144 w-i 

jtoBBiitacytsdy *1 H-i 164 ra-i 

HtaHyre 1H 161 n-i m 

WwOren 164 164 161 161 

SitoSair im 6i w ra-i 

EtarefitsW 61 B-i 161 ra-i 

Braralflre 261 61 g.1 g.i 

BiMrMra 261 aw 261 HM 

t tari w toi H-i g.1 aw s.t 

toeladrSecras 4M 32-1 404 si 

! fltoran 5M 961 844 9M 

toditaarerearAsedkto mere 1,224 

&-0a8H-lltapHIL-lratelBsT--Be 


Doncaster « 3. 10 

Hrare C H L T 

Sbtoraren 61 61 M g4 


HaeraHfNfcmratgt 161 »l 6I 
ftoreWMH 61 161 161 94 

I . Qsrere 144 - gi g 4 w 

I difiiredi'"" w m w iii 

' toi*to*ia 161 1^ 

HuntaaaBni H4 to1 161 to" 

I Uata g-t gl »i 161 

Piiitarait g-1 »1 gl 161 

Mg Of tare 261 g-1 H-l 261 

Hgr- g4 261 261 261 

DiaMd S-1 361 261 8-1 

KMaSasire 261 gi &i 261 

StapHMsH 261 261 20-1 261 

torerataredwt g-i g-i 2S4 g-i 

FbrataHGUW 261 361 a-1 261 

HmMtan 461 32-1 461 461 

tttoBraB 461 461 461 461 

Mgretoa 461 461 461 461 

fWra 461 461 461 23-1 

HtrettlraBre’ S61 861 561 961 

S*n 461 40-1 961 561 

areBMira 561 -861 661 861 


icoln to pre 


Results 


DONCASTER 
i3rai.ymu«^Marerei ^ 2. 



ash wreaqueieryscHltoptaM 1.224 


i Doncaster — 3.40 

I lto» C H L T 

I H— Mb 53 64 62 64 

Ttolreiew 52 52 sa 

CtoiraM na 114 61 sr . 

SrerafcitorassBi IM taa 61 TT 
Crareiat m 34 6i 6i 
taraEdas 61 6i I6I I61 
rtoracaiuwi 261 261 261 sm 
S tasrerailir»re g-i s-t 26i aw 
Cto mrCbe 33-1 36i 56i 40.1 
aBii«q(a«t>l»oattopbBsi,23 


• OPTION p prater) 61; 

2.BlQiietaiiyZ61;6HireitondVtow6n - 

£*2tt £22a PMn 
P^ei ^.C SF: C042t Tho: ewSJIl tW: 

S^^apof: £0590 Qindpot; £e4a 
Ptore 9t eme. Ptocra^cBsa^ 

NEWBURY 

Hanarg-tairekOttc^taM^ •• 

eugDREiaacsSoRiSftGSmS : - 
,a^1-,.LANre«ai8TR<SSp^ 

tawg g-i ; 2. around Nut 61; i Stov " ' 
u (G McCoiig Ibto: £2560 * es^o * - 




TKe:£182aiftO^ 


8 29406 SBQaiBBI(M9(Cqjaenrai9B3. 


-RMraipiB 

7 (BM CHnuop4|CD)M8P{toMj5ei Jftotas 

8 OSaBS WWBirffDICBI RifcWre dSBB RMserailvffT 

B8rnNtoiirejBBit«A6iRNm(NMa,6iMrnQre|^ii4Caad6 
lA IM Daria Ml 61 GMeg AiMto 161 Si Mm 


4 000(16 flmnMD80NISIIIIWK0Mratod59S_Mltan7 

5 0 HHriUB(MtiyeB4ji5^4B0 m SZ l 

3 3*400 TOWMIBNBHUapa^aig 

7 00 fDBIGTQUCHnWGMInwGeZ T Az 

8 9 HBmsQiEswegwjHaisrGaz-aMcc^; 

"ftihclndta 


KELM 


DRESSAGE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
D) £5,000 added lm If 79yds 

T 06 GflOGnoiMtalHBraBraiaaBe -T^Ml 

2 06 StP5mE«lp2^R(kra«48g GDMWBia 

3 04 CRNFTBQ0KlimCWBap9JUMby4»7.5DrereraZ 

4 B18ni8B0W(tH4JUBrelByfl97 eiMtrena 

5 OOBBS 0>ER1(CHOOHpeRUt8aadK«B7 riMraires 

8 4. caBBiMrai8Jor<gqpceto3B7 Toutoia 

7 06 C()19WgEaBiaHHE(129DAttoM8e75gtareb9 

8 08306 POtOVamilCMSIlbediSBr.... H(toy8 

t 04 fBLFBSfBglodltototgtGnSaZ JPEgrai* 

0 05586 HaONBRMI(HO|AJra«li382 IHtfiliniT 

-16450^^- 

BenW0;S«Creire ritai flratli4l5 n e Qra BBk4^Peto1lta ure 8d1ta 

ftaa,l6taipreaara.26irBB|raiinHCuraBMit>iJraFta36laBirae 


Zmb: 1. LHamiww. ... 


£34100 added lni4f 

461 MUSWKSMPSaraiSag. 


1 raa raurauwMtrati'B— BBBg NCtaUa 

2 OM aaofiiBPinaiiwiira^^.a . 

8 tei*- D^(l(9K6nM«492 __Zlih3Ssv 

8 8awg SaHIMBBnRFgtoy4a2 I-llSraia 

8 OBHOB S»MErTHetBDiermUFhB47i:nJU|^^ 

It -0800 •WMU>WMflttoMnia7¥ ~T^^ ; 

BETTiiftlM Rims BfUn 4*1 ^Vn^r i rmi n.±. «jm 


JIUraiD 

HnredhB 



KM: 

^S^gP°L g :e a ^Tfaeio5G^ .•-V. - 
rao4 6:E3Sfi.PlM5:€«97; ’ i 


BPS ^ loaf r, “ • “*1 

• ^Anstmainpieted his Grand 

TO “ style when fourth r ■ 
loEunpoleat Doncoaer yest erday. " - ", 

INDEPgfjDF i^i^, 

SRVICES 

0891261 + 8 > ; - 


DONGOTB 

MNCQg “074 

n '^LOuiSksiESULTS - 

Lttmszo 


m ■■ orach 

foMOrSMov^ST^P^ IG-l: 3. 
S towrfciTMi TS ireLHS rsfcw 

LanacarLane. 
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17/RACING 


the independent 

SATURDAY 28 MARCH ^993 










On the level: the leading stables reveal their hopes 


The top Flat trainers 
tell Ian EDavies their 
horses to follow for. 
the season ahead 

JACK BERRY 

"Red SyiBP^KH^ is a shaip sort 
wbo w31. be reac^ to run soon. 
He is going to be very qjeedy 
and is unlike^ to stay beyond 
five fiirloDgs,' QueoisleiMf Star 
^ another nice sharp sort who 
owned Alex I^rguson, 
fnanager of Manchester Unit- 
ed. She's already much fa^er 
than Ryan Giggs and 1 expect 
her to be. winaing soon." 

CUVE BRITTAIN 
“Circns is a nice dolt who 
shaped weD oa his debut at 
‘^^nnouifa and then received a 
knock when unfdaoed at New^ 
market. He’s by Caerfeon and 
should stay middle dBUanpffs 
and Fm going to start him off 
in the Dee Stakes at Chesto-be- 
fbre going for the I talian Der- 
by. F^nhz finished fifth to 
Xaar in the Dewbuist Stakea. 
He will sta^ a m3e and should 
hove few {HOblems in winnzDg.*' 
^NEVnXE CAUAGHAN 
*T>anetiiiie has done really well 
from three to four and 1 reck- 
on he can be ehampion qnioi- 
er. He was unlucly when 
demoted from second in the 
Haydodc Park Sprint ani^ asbe% 
notwon a listed race, be starts 
the season able to daim all the 
allowances in fatten) races, m 
staA him in file Abexnant Stakes 
before better things. Subtle In- 
fluence had fair fono in Hunce 
and has won a maiden. He 
should be efiecdve over a nule 
and a half. A twi>yearK>ld 1 like 
is Cashtara Beach. She is by 
Danebill cost a lot of mon^ 
and, although it is a case of hit 

S d hope with two-year-olds at 
is time of year, Fm boinng 
^'11 turn out rea% osefuL” 
PETER CHAPPLE-HVAM 
'^Romanov did realty well dur- 
ing the winter aiad, having not 
raced as a two-year-old, should 
show fdenty of improvexnent A 
mile and 1^ should be his op- 
timum and 1 hope there might . 
be a big race in him. 1. have no. 
Gbssk thivc^ear-okb theyVe 
aQ been scdd to Godo4’bm “ but 
another one I really like is 
CanriDC Lake, udio won the 
de TAbbaye. Fm hoping 
she’ll end up dtao^ion splint- 
er. Five firriongs is her best tx^, 
but ] hope she last six toa” 

ROGER CHARUON 
"Thmarisk has grown a great 
deal over the winter and that 



Tamarisk: *He could develop into a 2,000 Guineas candidate but, b^ig by Green Desert, I think he*il be best at tbc or seven furlongs’ ~ Roger Charlton Phocograph: Dan Abraham 


pleases me. He was very weak 
last year and, as a late foal, be 
needed to* strengthen op. He 
could develop into a 2,000 
Guineas or French Guineas 
candidate but, being by Green 
l>£sert > an influence for i^ed. 
- 1 think he’ll be b^ at sa or 
seven foilpngs. Spanish Ftam 
was beaten tvro sbort-hcads 
info thin! by Pontoon in amaid- 
en at Newmarket Sie's a char- 
acter but if we can her 
under cmtiiol, ^mayjbe good 
enmigh fo wm a listed race over 
a mile and a quarter. She’D start 
foamaidencweraraile;*-'. ' 
flENRYCEGIL . 
"Jibe, a daughter of 
Dar^erons, B fitom afonufythat 
inq)roves with age. Sbe finidied 
second m the Fillies^ Mile at As- 
cot and, ahhou^ she is notinsry 
big, 1 amJtK)(»!]g ^ will be good 
enough to tackle, the 1,000. 


Guineas. She is a foil ^er to 
Yashmak and a imif ipste r to 
Conzmander In Cfaiet who wm 
foe Deity for me in 1993, and 
- \Vhrhmg. IMdsenham is a love- 
ly colt who had a setback last 
. ye^ and is unraced. He is weU 
worth fonawmg this year.” 

B&DLCGlJe 

"Windsor Casfoi has wintered 
extrem^ weU and will have a 
Cup canqpa^n. He won the 
Northumberland i^te and 
Queen’s ^%lse as a thiee-year- 
old and confidmit that be 
vrill stay extreme distances. 
tWfeBhatehasbeengekfed dur- 
ing therwhiter and it has done 
a ^ of good. He’s a com- 
plete^ dtEferent horse now. He 
is no longer eligible to nm in 
Group Oto races but there are 
plenty' of Group 'TWo imd 
Grotq) Ihiees at aroimd a mile 
and a bidf to aim him at” 


U7CACCMANI 
"ED^Rise is a nice three-year^ 
old by High Estate who won a 
seven-fodong maiden at Don- 
caster. He is goh^ to stay a mile 

flnrf jt half IBmijrMM Me k an niw 

raced fitty vfoo has been sh^ 
h^ well and foould be suited by 
a imie and a quarter. jDie should 
soon win her maiden." 

EDDONLOP 

"OJd SiadStion had knee prob- 
lems last year and had qrars re- 
moved. She could start in the 
seven forfong maiden for nn- 
raoed fiQies at Newbury’s ^Hing 
meeting. Man Of Conr^ is a 
ba^ward colt by Nasbwan, 
who is a half-brother to the use- 
ful Bold Demand. He is a stay- 
ing type, vfoo w31 not- see a 
racecourse untd or June.” 

JOHN DUNLOP 
"EliHidEtai. vfoo woo the Diadem 
Stakes at Ascot, has done aw- 


fully wcD during the winter and 
anil be chailenging for top 
sprioth^ honours. He wzD ze^ 
pear in foe Duke of Stakes 
in May. SvcrPatriardi hasalso 
done very weU. He’s put on 
wei^t and strengthened a lot 
He win start off in the Jodcey 
Qub Stakes at the Ouineas 
meeting and win be aimed at the 
top middle-distance prizes.” 

JCMONGOSDEN 
"Mntliattiir was united by 
die fast ground vdien disap- 
pomtir^ in the Royal Lodge 
Stakes. He needs give to be seen 
at tus best He isJOcely to prove 
best at a nule and a quarter. 
Handsome Ri^e, vfoo b owned 
by foe footballer David Halt, ran 
soategoodracesmGiciupcmn- 
paxy in i^ceu He wfll be cam- 
paigned at a mile or nine 
foiiongs and could start in the 
Qnysalis MDe at Sandown." 


WnXJEHAGGAS 
‘‘Hcadbimter was third to Car- 
Fowkeel in the Gzmcxack. 1 
should have stepped him up to 
a mile but ran him in New- 
market’s sales race over seven 
tfoere he fosappoonted in fourth 
to Thmariric. He might go for 
Keoipton’s Easter Stakes and 
then the Italian 2,000. Shodder 
is a aDafonigcoli.vifoo 1 bained 
iilseabeikJastyear.HeTanbril- 
liantfy to be beaten a nose in the 
Pm (fAreobeig at Cbaiitilhr and 
was thud to Grazia in Rcdcar’s 
llivo-Year-Old 'fioptqr. 1 foonld 
have jut him away aftn that but 
ran in an aS-i^ied race at 
Newmarket where he disap- 
pointed. He wants a mile ami 
should win races.” 

JOHN HELLS 

"Naotiad Starwon a maidea at 
.^r very eaitily and 1 was hr^ 
ing he would go ou to better 


things. However, be had a set- 
badr in the summer and, al- 
though he had one more run, he 
had not come back to himkilf 
and dis^ipomted. He starts the 
season on a handicap mark of 
83 ^diicfa could turn out to be 
lemenL He is by ^ip Andior 
and is going to be suited ty a 
mile and a quarter to a mite and 
a half. He sffl bolds a Derby en- 
try and, although (hat is prob- 
abty foncifol, 1 do thmk a lot of 
him. Dockddar is ny best three^ 
year-old. He was runner to 
Central Park at Goodwood and 
second to Daggers Dravm at 
Doncaster. Fm aiming him at 
foe Craven and, if be goes well, 
foe 2,000 Guineas. He foould 
sti^ a mile and a quarter.” 

MARK JOHNSTON 
*ljnid OfDreanis, vAio won the 
Flying Qiildeis Stakes, is ex- 
cqitionaUy ^leedy and win be 


campaigned esedtisively at fwe 
foiiongs. Lend A Hand, who 

^ the Gran Onterium m Mi- 
lan, is in great form And vrin go 

Stiaigbl for foe 2,000. He should 

stay a mile and a ha lf . 
l^jOkA RAMSDEN 

The trainer’s hufoand Jack, foe 

respected professional gam- 
bler, says: “I bought Hie Real 

McCoy last autumn for two and 
a half thousand quid and the 

Tuoblem has bben getting him 

10 settle. My daughter Ettma 

did the trick at Soutl^U in an 

amateurs’ handicap in January 
and he won by seven lengths. 
He st^ a mile and a half and 
started the season on handicap 
mark of only 45 on tuif. He was 
beaten in a 10-foriong event at 
Doncaster on Tbiusday, but 
should be better for the run. 
Rarest RoUn is a bit of a mon- 
k^, but is rated only 42 and a 
home only needs to be able to 

keep out of its own way to win 

off that sort (tf mark. He stayed 
on well to finish second owr 
seven furlongs, again with 
Pmma riding, which is really a 
forlong too short for him, at 
Southwell recently, he wants a 
mile and is the sort that wiD nm 
about 20 times during foe year. 
Anstand is a nice big horse who 
was a bit weak last year but has 
DOW had three runs^tbout be- 
ing placed and is qualified for 
handicap s. He’ll Want Seven 
furlongs to a mile and would 
not want soft ground. He is on 
a handicap mark of 68 and 
should be able to win off that 
mark. 

JAMES TOLLER 
"lhapot Row has grown 
mudi over the winter but he was 
always going to be compact 
and Fm not too wonied. He has 
not done much serious work 
but, if be shapes up, he will be 
trained for the 2,000. He won 
the Royal Lodge Stakes in good 
Style tot, allhou^ he is by 
Generous, there must be a 
slight doubt about him getting 
a mile and half. Not that tlus 
would discourage me from 
training him for the Deity if he 
goes the right way. Dock Row 
has done veiy well physically 
over the winter. ^^Dfo hind- 
sight, I should have put him 
aw^ after he won his first race 
atNewbuy. He bad gone to his 
coat by the time he ran in the 
Hoiro HHI Stakes and did not 
give his Tuniung. He is Ukety to 
be best over a mile and a quar- 
ter tot, if he suddenty starts to 
inqness on the gaUeps, TU work 
him with lhapot Rm to see if 
it’s worth sending him for foe 
Goineas too." 


Lincoln to prove Niceguy can win 


^GragVWDod 


THERE is just (»e person who 
can be fairfyaire of winniqg on 
the Lincoln Handicap at Don- 
caster this afternoon. Steve 
Hfeon, The FuU MonO' ^ctor 
Wto carried out the draw for 
Stan poatioss on Thursday, can 
travel to Tbwn Moor this after- 
noon in the happy knowledge 
that 00 matter what foe result, 
SQffieone will feel that they ow? 
him a drii^ For less ft)itunate 
pimters, the race is as mudi of 
a ftMHmdzum as ever. 

. When trainers were given 
the dunce to pidc a stall fto 
fodr horses two days ago, there 
seemed to be a general feeling 
that the low numbers, on foe to 
adettf the GouisCi were the ones 
to be in, tod in tto Spring Mile 
over tin Lincoln course and die- 
taace y^erday, the jockeys 
cerminly seemed to agree. All 
but a handful made strai^t for 
foe tonfl foe instant foe stalls 


opened, and the pattern may 
we.U be repeated today. 

This need not mean, how^ 
ever> that a low draw is essen- 
liaL 'While Mozandrique, the 
Spring Mile winner, left stall 
eight, the next three home 
came from 12, 18 and 19 re^ 
^pectiveiy. As so often, in fact, 
it may he that foe best stall to 
have is one near foe earty pace, 
trituefa should be set by Al^ 
The Bear (drawn 13) and Fim- 
ishment (16), vfoo is a rare 
Frencfa challenger for the race 
and presumably not running 
simj^ because John Hammond 
Eandted a weekend in Yorkshire. 

. This does sen, of course, nar- 
row down the list significantly, 
and punters must instead rely 
on the old-tohioned virtues cd 
form stu^ and perii^ the odd 
prayer. There is 00 shortage of 
candidate^ tot the pek of the 
prictt appears to be NOMORE 
MR raCEGUY (nap 3.10)-.at 
lD-1 with Coral and 'VfiUiam 


HHL vfoo runs off joint bottom 
weight Tto fonu of his recent 
second place on the all-weath- 
er track at Wolveilianq>ton is 
very solid, with the wirmer, 
Biyik, finishing third in last 
weekend’s valuable Lingfield 
Winter Derl^. Eric Alston’s 
runner is generous^ wei^ted 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Lionize 
(Doncaster 3.10) 

NB: Kinnalialla 
(Newbury 330) 

if able to translate that form to 
tbetnrL 

Alston has another fancied 
runner in the main supporting 
race, foe Cazmnidge 'froidv, in 
the riiape of Tbdbhrrow, but be 
willstrug^tooopewithMon- 
aassib (next best 3^), \riio woo 
his first four races last season 
and thus semns unlikefy to be 
in need of a p i pe-op e ner.. 

The remainder of Doncast- 


er’s televised card is typical 
earfy-season racing vriiid) is 
best avoided for punting pui^ 
poses, while the jumping from 
Newbiuy suffers from bdng at 
foe opposte end of foe cam- 
paign, and sandwiefaed between 
Cheltenham and Aintree too. 
Instead, punters turn to the 
third runnitig of foe Dubai 
World Cup, and the horse 
which many feel to be the good 
thing of foe day. Silver Charm. 

Last year’s E^tucky Derby 
victor wfll be foe first winner of 
America’s most prestigious 
Qassic to race abroad for 63 
years, but tiieo. (£25m) can 
be a very persuarive purse. 

So valuable is this race that 
success would double his career 
e a rnin g s (tod this, remember, 
is the torse who won not only 
foe Deaty last year, tot also the 
Freakness Stakes, the secemd teg 
of the Triple Crown, and was 
■ just threeqpiartets of a lex^ith 
away from becoming foe first 


horse rinoe 1978 to complete the 
set in the Bdmont 

It will take a qjedal perfor- 
mance - or a hhherto unsus- 
pected aveisioo to longdistance 
travel - to beat him, and the 
British bookies are taking no 
chances by offering a top price 
of 11-10 agtotst Bob BafferFs 
runner. Britain’s onfy rqire- 
sentative is Clive Brittain’s 
Luso, while the Dubai-based 
Godolphin operation nms 
Predq:^ and Swain, last year’s 
IQng George wmner. 

H there is any value to be 
had, however, h is pidbabfy the 
11-1 availabie about Borgia 
(William HiDX who vriD have the 
invahiabte assistance of Kieren 
Fallon and did paiticularfy well 
to finkh third to tiie brilliant 
Feintre Ceiebic in last October^ 
Prix de I’Aic de Iriompbe. 

• George Duffield steps in for 
the ride on Gulf ShaaHi in the 
Lincoln Handicap as Seb 
Sanders has appendicitis. 


Nigrasiiie: Qnite das^ but 
faces a huge taric under.top 
weight and over a trip too far. 
Feartrec Boose: Did not ful- 
fil eqtedations after winning 
here and running in As- 

cot’s Jezs^ Stak^ 
Pnnishmenfc Rare French- 
trained TJtinnin runner. Now 
seven and c^en to little im- 
provement Soft would help. 
Gnir Shaadi: Looked the ^pe 
for this race when Bcoziog over 
Newmaricet’s straight mile in 
October. Should be fo after 
runaw^ win on aU-weather. 
Ri|ght Wing: 'Winner twice on 
soft grooDd for Dick HerzL 
Could develop into a useful 
petformer for John Dunlop. 
Solar Storau Wbn last three 
starts, all over a mile, and stiU 
lightty raced. Thdned for foe 
race, he has leading daims. 
Sika Blanka: Has been at 
stud since last ran in 1996. 
Bontars Of Brora: Placed in 
her . third Cambridgeshire 

wti CT fining tlirfri plane hehmH 

Pasternak in October. An ex- 
tra furlong mi^t be needed. 


Simon Merit (right) of Channel 4 Radng 
gives a runnerfry runner analyst of 
todays Lincoln Handicap 
at Doncaster 



Kala ^onrise: Has scored only 
twice in his entire career but 
has an eadi-w^ chance given 
hb fifth in this race last year. 
Lionize: Won three of last 
four starts in 1997, the latest 
on BoxiDg Day, and seems 
transformed by blinkers. 
Albert The Bean Best at sev- 
en ftirlongs. 

Consoil: 'Won 2&nmnex hand- 
icap over a mile at Newmarket 
last autumn and races off just 
a 3lb higher mark here. 
Snifan* TbO loog fo foe tOOfo. 
Hqjn Pared badly on last two 
runs but gelded since and wiU 
be suited by strong-run mOe. 
Rock Fakon: Must have soft 
ground and refused to race on 
two occasions last season. 
Sharp Not good 

enough at these weights. 
Rapien Has a squeak on third 
in Britannia Handicap. 


Ginzbonzp Has not nm since 
last Ju^. 

Precedent: Scored emoe 
over seven furlongs last season 
and m^ strug^e to last tome. 
Almahinun: Three wins over 
seven furiongs- inconsistent. 
King Of Thnes: lively long- 
shot on his fifth in (jolden 
MOe at Goodwood. Has twice 
won first time out in the past. 
Nomore Mr Niceguy: Second 
on his first run for fiw months 
a fortnigbt ago and runs off 61b 
lower mark here. Big chance 
on that all-weather form. 
Duraid: Won in big field over 
a mile. Has outside chance. 
La Modiste: Sure to have been 
weQ pr^Mired by Gsy KeDew^ 
and cannot be ruled out. 
Ctoctosoft: SOLAR STORM 
is foe one horse with preten- 
sions to better-class races and 
goes well when fre^. 
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If you’re tempted to discuss football With your children, skip it 



MIKE 

R.OWBOTTOM 

ON THE 
ALLEGIANCES 
OF THE YOUNG 


THE playground was filled 
with parents and children 
awaiting the sdraol beU, and an 
unofficial football game in> 
volving 10 or so Ix^ provided 
a minor health hazard for those 
who stood and chatted. 

I mastered the temptation 
to join in without overwhelm'- 
in^ difficulQr. But I harboured 
a vestigial regret that no one 
was pasing to me. 

As I watched the ragged 
progress of the match I recalled 
fondly the ioaumerable houm 
of my life I had spent in simi- 
lar scuffling pursuiL 

Nothii^ (Ganges, I mused. 
You can build all the Wendy 
houses you want, you can set 
up picnic tables, you can mark 
the playground with a stendl of 
the worid's countries, but some 


activities are ingrained in the 
psyche of the British cfaDd. 
Febaps there is sudi a thing as 
as a national characteristic, 
because, like gcneralions be- 
fore them, th^ boys... 

Something had hiq)peaed. 
Ihe game bad. halted. "Tet’s 
make it basketbaU," shouted one 
of the larger players, snatching 
up the ball bouncing it vig- 
orously in front of him. He soon 
had his little feDows damouring 
excitedly around. 

nusumably WQliam 
Fiih di^layed charisma 
on that fat^ day uAien another 
perfedly good game of football 
was ruin^ If onfy someeme on 
that Rt^ School pitefa had had 
(he sense to remove the ball 
from his bands there and then 
and drop it to its rightful place. 


Speaking personally, as 1 do, 
1 hold Fife ’s companioiis 

responsible for three wasted 
sporting years. Custom, prac- 
tice and snobby dictated that 
football was excluded from 
our school cunicuhmL IiKtoad, 
we had to endure the zealous 
uiglqg of our diniimitive but fe- 
rocious games master, Mr Bar- 
rett, to ‘^bind and push.'' 

I ^f^x»e that old resent- 
ment have accounted for 
a small part of the dismay I feh 
on witnessii^ this impromptu 
alteration of a ^KJiting agenda. 

But for the most part, the in- 
cident served only to confirm 
my growing fears about the 
fidde relationship these kids 
d&played towards sport. Any- 
one would have thought it was 
purely a matter of enje^rmem. 


I confess, I was already 
troubled by discussions 1 had 
had with my childreii. about 
whiefa football team tb^ had 
chosen to follow. 

. hty darker fears were con- 
finned by infoanaddn acquired 
from one (rfiny ddest (km^tei’s 
friends, who told me - without 
appmsing to be in die least bit 
peituibed the informatioD - 
t!}at(»epersoD inlhedasssop- 
ported 10 E^ezmersbjp teams. 
And 10 in the ^ist Dhnaon. 

Now there, it seems to me, 
is a child that needs to be 
stopped. W^t idnd of anes- 
ample is that^tt^ to others? 

Because it is important to 
set an eranqde in ih^ matters. 
2for my part, 1 have tried, tacc- 
fulfy, to bring iq>tiie subject of 
West Ham Unhed xAenever 


possible in our household. Of 
course, I don't eqrect my diil- 
deen to follow the same team 
Ido. I just hope. 

I h^ spoken to my five^ 
year-old son about their -nice 
diffifcThfislyMue snot so easy 
to sell, so -I steer dear of tiiat 
**! know'red is your favourite 
cdour,buttfai^havegotalEiDd" 
of ted in them. Claret is a kmd 
ofred, you know..." 

So far, that partidilaE line Of. 
persua^n do^*t appear to. 
have been' effective. A few 
weeks agp, he announced that . 
hlancfaester United were the 
best team in die world. When 


they kick the fast^" 1 couldn't 
' fhtnfr of artytlmig to to tbaL . 

The btiierday, ai^posof 

nft thing , be Qiat 


Chelsea were the best team in ' 
tfaeworid.: When adoed wlqr.he 
replied: ’*1 don’t know.'* 

Ckfy eldest daughter has a 
more stable ^^rroadi to thesc- 
dODS bu^ess of choosing a 
fbotbzdl team but the news, 
.from the West Ham UnitM 
point of view, isnot good. For 
herJa^birth^i sbe r^uest- 
ejf a Uyeipbol shirt. . 

.^Obvious^, you worry for 
-yonrdiildEen at.cnicial times 
m their devdopfoeni, knowing 
that orfe dedaoa can have 

inng • thrfi ughn nt the 

rest of their UELBdt there it is. 

I coukfe't be snre that she 
' knows mort of the ^yers, or. 
too mudi of the dub’s Qlu^- 
ous hi^rry. But any dcMibts she 
may have had about the ben- 
efit of continuing to support 


them have been expxn^d by 
the feet that Uveipool’s Eng- 
land midfielder Jamie Rcc^ 
kna{^ is goiag oat whb Louise. 

Who knows. . If the an- 

noaaicemenl of Po^ Spice’s cn- 
. gagfiiuent to David Bccjdram . 
bad come earlier, we might 
have hnd a Manchester Unit- 
ed supporter in the house. 

. As foplballing controversy 
' swiris aioiuid out kitciien tabic, . 

my vounger daughter remains 
alo^. At the end of a recent, 
fervent discussion on the lop* 
ic, her aster demanded that ^ 
ynnffa Jier owD positioo clear. 

“i don't support a football 
team.” she said with quiet dig- 
nity. **! like skipping.'* 

Now wbai could be sweet- 
.er than that? You know where 
you are with skipping. 


IT 


Questions 
for Lewis 
as Briggs 
fills gap 


Boxing 


By Ken Jones 

n Atlantic Gty 

THE QUESTION Lennor 
Lewis cannot answer concerns 
the intrigue that thwarts his am- 
bition to be known as the undis- 
puted heavyweight champion. 
How long is Lewis prepared to 
wait for a crack at fulfilment? 
Tm a patient man.” he said 
after weighing in for tonight’s 
defence of the Worid Boxing 
Council title at the Convention 
Centre here. 

The only contest that makes 

any heavy- 

weight sense. TALE OF THE 

a showdown ! ' 

beiwerLem ^ ^ 

and Evander 32 Agi 

Hoiyfield.ison sttan Heig 

hold for femil- tratabs wwa 

iar political ^ ^ 

and legal rea- ^ 

sons.SoLewis, sm wa 

32, marks wm fw 

time, pro- 

claimii^ that ^ ^ 

he is prepared 34 *, ^ 

to fight any- »i 2 won/i 

one, aj^iwhere, as atnne 

anytime. 

Tonight it is Shannon Brig- 
gs, who stepped into Lewis’s 
sights as an opponent to be 
going on with after gaining a 
close and controveiaal decirion 
over George Foreman last No- 
vember. ‘Tm not taking this guy 
lightly," Lewis said, ‘'because 
anything can happen in heavy- 
wright boxing." 

Lewis said something simi- 
lar last year before knodong out 
the supposedly dangerous 
Andrew Golota in one round, 

QUOTES 
OF THE 
WEEK 

• Tbe captaincy has nev- 
er been a burden to ma 
Mike Atherton, resigning 
as En^arxl cridtet captaki 

• Wb had suffered a bad 
defeaLWbhadlostacap- 
tEOT after 52 Ibsts and we 
had players who were very 

disappointed with their 
own games There was 
nofoing that reaily needed 
to be said by me. rve said 
enough in foe past David 
Lloyd, Engla^ cricket 

coach, after the final Ibst 
defeat in Antigua. 

• The most important 

thing is 10 get Rart^ inte 
thePremiemhipPauIGas- 
ooigne foigets foat he has 
nfwwed to Middesbrough. 

• ihi beating demons 
every dEV but there has al- 
ways been an angel on my 
shoulder looking after ma 

John Daly, on his battle 

with boos as he docks 
a year off the bottia 

• 1 coidd hear beBs long 
afterwarda Gunnar 
Krantz, Swedish Matchb 
^tipper, after b^ hit in 
the ear by a flying fish in 
foe Whitbread yacht race 


TALE OF THB TAPE 


Lewis 


Briggs 

London 

Bom BfOcUyivNY | 

32 

Age 

26 

fittan 

Height 

6tt4ln 

Trstats 

WeIgM 

'eat4l0E 

8«n 

Reach 

Sim 

T7h 

Bicape 


iSfi 

Foiwm 

13(1 

Sin 

WrW 

B'Am 

I2in 

FM 

tsm 


Neck 

iTAn 

44ki 

Chest 

44 m 

4ein 

Eaqiewted 

467911 

34in 

VMat 

33ki 

31/2 

Won/Uel 

30/1 

26 

Stoppagee 

M 


proving too big and powerful for 
the Polish contender. 

"It’s the same with everyone 
Lennox fights." Lems’s perlqr 
manager, Frank Maloney, goes 
arooiid saymg. ‘They steft shak- 
ing as soon as they look at him." 

At a press conference earli- 
er this week Lewis stared hard 
at Briggs. Briggs turned away. 
“1 knew be would," Lewis said. 
T didn’t have to say anything, 
just bad to look at him." 

Emanuel Steward, who 

trains Lewis now but was in the 
opposite corner the night Oliv- 
er McCall knocked Lems out, 
believes he is working vritb 

I poieatially the 

tPE best heavy- 

we^tmbistoiy. 

28 You know 
6tt4in what I mean,” 

Steward said. 
*‘Lennoxbasgot 
, everything: size, 

B'/,ki power and bos- 

tsn ing skills. If it 

wasn’t for bcudng 
.. -I!**" polilics he would 

331 , already be 

• 30/1 known as the 

w M best ever." 

* A complaint 
about Lewis on this side of the 
Atlantic (and in his homeland) 
is lack of identity. "The pubb'c 
don't get to know him," some- 
one said this week. ‘Tie's gpt no 
personality. Who does he rep- 
resent? Great Britain, Canada 
where he grew up or the 
Caribbean where his roots 
are?” 

Lewis's associates, especial- 
ly Maloney, make a great deal 
of Lewis's heritage but bis mid- 
Atlantic accent works against 
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Weight of expectat'ion: Lennox Lewis at the weigh-in yesterday for the Briton^ world title defence against Shannon Briggs today Photograph; AP 


them. In any case oationaiism 
does not figure much in the 
minds of American fight fans. 
They see two men in the ring, 
not one country against anoth- 
er. This irritates Maloney, who 
has a fondness for dressing up 
in union oolouis. "I don't gel it,” 
he says. TVe're British and 
proud of iu" 

Steward's mind is on the pos- 
sibility that Briggs could give 
Lewis more of a problem than 
people imagine. "I don't think 
Bri^ did enough to beat Fore- 
man, who should have got the 
dedsion," he said, "but he stood 
up well to some heavy punch- 
ing. The idea that Briggs can’t 
take a shot grow up when be was 


knodeed out by Danoll Wilson. 
He wasn’t right that ni^t and 
looked different again in the 
Foreman fight. I make Briggs a 
good opponent for Lennox and 
it could be an interestin g fi gh t." 

However, as this is a volun- 
laty defence for Lewis, we can 
be sure that Briggs would not 
be coining out of the opposite 
comer if be bad the potential 
to cause an upset. 

Going along whb the party 
line, Lewis refuses to suggest the 
time by which he c^iects Brig- 
gs to rcalue that the task £ too 
much for him. "I’m not s^ing 
that 1 wQl knock tltis guy out be- 
cause the importani thing is am- 
ply to win the fight." be said. 


The loss to McCall was a big 
disappointraent for Lems but 
there have been others. In 1992, 
boxing's biggest funder, the ca- 
ble television network Home 
Box Office, offered Riddick 
Bowe S15m (£10m) and Lewis 
$3m to stage a rematch of the 
1988 Olympic final. It did not 
baf^ieiL Another opportunity of 
ctinfoing back in with Bowe van- 
ished when Lewis was knocked 
out ty McCall, the only blem- 
ish on bis record. A projected 
contest against Mike T^n was 
fouled up by legal wrangling. 

Lewis is again looking into 
the funue, trying to keep the 
pressure on Holyfield, «foo has 
^gned to fight Henry Akin- 


wande on 6 June at Madison 
Square GardeiL "1 think Holy- 
field is feeling the pressure 
already.” Lewis said. Thafs 
why be is fighting Akinwande." 

When Akinwande fought 
Lems last year be was disqual- 
ified for persistent bolding. T 
intimidated him so much it was 
all be could do," Lewis said, 
"but I don't think he'll be in- 
timidated by Holyfield. That 
bothers me, because Holyfield 
could lose and then where 
woold I be?" 

Hie general consensus is 
that Briggs will start fast against 
Lewis, who is least effective 
when forced to f^t offthe back 
foot "It’s no good baddng off 


Lennox," the veteran trainer 
Lou Duva said. Duva was in 
Golota’s corner the ni^t Lewis 
overwhelmed him. "I don’t 
know what got into my guy," be 
said. "We'd worlrod on a way to 
fight Lewis but Golota's mind 
was all over the place." 

Lewis puts it ail down to 
intimidation. Tliey jurt crum- 
ble when they see jurt bow big 
and powerful I am. One look is 
enough.” 

Farlooking at Briggs toni^t 
Lewis is being paid $4m, taking 
his ring earnings past SSOtn. 
Once he gets this job done, 
probably around the fifth 
round, he will go back to look- 
ing at Holyfield. 


Superior boat speed can put 
pressure on Swedish Match 


Mini-skirt helps 
Geake’s air flow 


WE ARE on the run-in to 
Florida. It has been hot. un- 
believably hot, and we are un- 
der pressure again. Unless 
there is a major change in the 
weather, whiefa I cannot see on 
any charts, this leg is over and 
there will just be a procession 
into Fort Lauderdale. For the 
last four days J haw noi jusi 
been prayii^ but genuinely ex- 
pecti]^ the wind to get lighter, 
meaning there were places still 
to be ^ined and lost. They may 
not have been vride open, but 
we Sire wanted to win some. 

The weather did not play 
into our hands and comple- 
ment our strengths. Wc knew 
we bad enough pace in easier, 
running conditions and should 
have b^n able to grind down 
at least a couple of the boats 
ahead of us. It was always un- 
likely wc could catch L^wrie 
Smith in Silk Cut, where uav- 
igator Vincent Geake seems to 
have done a good job, and 
overall leader Paul ^yard in 
EF Language. 

But we wanted to get ahead 
of Swedish Match and Inno- 
vation Kvaerner, particularly 
Swedish Match, who takes our 



GRANT 

DALTON 


The skipper of 
Merit Cup is 
hoping for better 
weather in the 
Whitbread Round 
the World Race 


second overall position if she 
beats us. W: could sec how 
anxious they were to achieve 
this when they came up to cov- 
er us on Wednesday and pro- 
tect their extra points. ^ that 
lime we thought there could be 
some Fundimental dUIeren- 
tials in boat speed that could 


be to our advantage. The dis- 
tances between the boats on 
the water were not that great, 
and there was still tune to 
grind down those missing 
miles. But the big breezes con- 
tinued for what has been an 
amazingly fast leg. 

I don’t think wc have sailed 
a porLicularly clever leg. and 
a couple of times we have been 
in the wrong place, so a cou- 
ple of limes we have had to 
catdi up. Bui 1 liked our spot 
on the race track for the end 
run into Florida and thought 
those who had been predict- 
ing a finish this weekend 
would find th^ have been 
wildly optimistic. As we slow, 
and wc already have, I think 
it will be Monday night, even 
Tuesday morning, before we 
finish . 

Not that we won't be glad 
to swap what wc have for the 
Florida weather. As on most 
boats, we have been having a 
lot of trouble with skin infec- 
tions. These are. maioly, 
caused by sweating. But the 
incredible heat and humidity 
have been, I think, worse than 
on any other Whitbread. It is 


even worse when you are try- 
ing to deep in a bu^ that is try- 
ing' to turn itself into a 
miniature swimming pool of 
your own sweat. 

The only other medical 
problem continues to be my 
slowty mending broken collar- 
bone. It is a major irritation not 
to be able 10 do more work 
than I do around the boat I am 
constantbr on pamkiUeis, Much 
allows me to do some things, 
thoi^ not steering, so 1 am not • 
a passenger. StiU. I am well be- 
low par. I think it is coming 
righL and we will take anoth- 
er look at it once asboiw-Tbere 
should be no problem by the 
time we start for Baltimore in 
a month’s time. 

Our real battle now is with 
Swedish Match and a Chessie 
Racing that will be looking for 
big result on the next i^ into 
their home town. Ws are start- 
ing to get to the business end 
of the Whitbread now, when 
the final riWerware is allocat- 
ed. Paul Cayard may be es- 
tablishing astranglehold on the 
Volvo 'G'opby. We. at least, 
want the colour of -ours to be 
^ver,too. 


By Stuart Alexander 

Sailing Corre^xxidem 

LAWRIE SMITH was still 
heading for an in^ressive win 
in the shdb leg of the Whit- 
bread Round the World Race 
yesterday. With less than 500 
miles to run to Fort Laud- 
erdale, Smith’s British boat, 
Silk Cup, had pushed her 
lead over Paul Cayard in EF 
Language up to 22 miles, and 
was Tmnpiog away at more 
than IS Imots. 

Major efforts were being 
made at the Rnt Eveiglades 
marina in Florida to have 
everything in place for a fin- 
ish tomorrow afternoon, four 
days ahead of schedule. 

Even so. there are one or 
two ^dicalcs frtcmg problems 
when they arrive from the pre- 
vious stop-over in Brazfl. be- 
cause containeis trf equqnseni 
and repair wodeshops yet 
to be delivered . 

While Adrian Stead on 
SQk Ojt was revelling in a. 
“grey and Uuste^d^ hewas 
also reporting the. need for a 
wash and biush-up when they 
dock. ‘^Spotty eveiythiiig has 
afflicted a few of. the crew, - 


mainly a heat and salt rash," 
Stead said "Navigator Vincent 
Gcake has resorted to wear- 
iag a mini-skiit airangemexit 
to get some air around his 
plums! As a result he has 
earned the name 'Victoria'. A 
good sauna and some fr^fa 
water should do the trick." 

However, the fast-running 
conditions were not to eveiy- 
. one's liking. Grant Dalton 
would prefer conditions to 
be, lighter for fifth-placed 
Merit Cup. He was hoping 
that the presence of black 
clouds and sheets of rain 
could mean the wind was 
about to get trid^. 

“If wc are going to catch 
the boats in front, wc are go- 
ing to need the weather to get 
a little mixed up," Dalton 
said "Even then we mi^t not 
have as much runway'as we 
need to overhaul the' pace- 
setters." 

WHnWEAD.HOOWD THB WORU) 


A bold 
start for 
Captain 
Kfrkham'' 


Hockey 


By Bill Colwill 


ENGLAND’S youth teams 
were off to a go^ start in the 
Home Countries quadrangnlar 
tournament in Dul^ yesterday, 
the Under-Ids showing the wa>' 
with a 3-0 win against Scotland 
in a workmanlike performance. 

Glenn Kirkham, the cap- 
' lain, (^oed the scoring at a 
penalty corner in the ninth 
minute, whb second-half goals 
craning from Dmid lyler and 
Lee Rimmer. 

In the Undcr-18 game bc^ 
tween the two countries, Marie 
Ra4)h gave Scotland the lead at 
a penalty comer also in the 
ninth minute but thereafter it 
was nearly all one-way traffic as 
England went on to win 4-1 
Matthew Taylor claimed the 
equaliser for England just be- 
fore the interval and then put 
them in the iead in (he 50(h 
minute. A minate later James 
Davies scored the fiist of his two 
goals, split by Scotland's second 
from 1^0 Morrice. 4^. 

At home the last games of 
the National League Premier 
Division are scheduled for to- 
morrow, with the one issue re- 
maining to be settled > who will 
join Doncaster in the First Di- 
vision next season'? Barford 
Tigers, on 14 points, entertain 
Hounslow and must win to 
keep their slender'nopcs alive. 

If Barford win and Becston. 
who are one point ahead, but 
without three fust-choice play- 
ers 00 duty in Dublin, do not 
beat East Grinstead, then the 
result of Hounslow'*s match 
next Saturday with Beeston. 
postponed from last Sunday, wfl] 
decide the issue. 0 

Leopards’ trip 
to the foxhole 


Basketball 




By Richard Taylor 


GREATER London Leopards 
and Birmingham BuIIcls musi 
fight their way out of the Bud- 
weiser League's equivalent . .f 
the trenches tonight, as they 
take their battle for the cham- 
I pionship into the final week of 
the regular season. 

The Leaders and defending 

I champions. Leopards, are awav 

I to Derby Storm at the Moor- 
' ways Leisure Centre and Bul- 
lets face Thames Vhlley Tigcis 
at the Bracknell Leisure Cen 
ire, certainly the two most „ 
cramped, raucous and iniimi- ^ 
dating venues in the League 

The Leopanis ooacfa,*’Billv 
Mims, has described Mnorwitw 
as a "loud foxhole'* is a compii 
ment. “It’s one of the louehcM 

dens to play in and try and ineak 

a win. They have lremendt,us 
home support" Adding to hk 
worries is a spectacular run ,>f 
fonn for the coach, Jeff jon^, 
and the Storm as they push for 
a place in the play-offs, 
playing tougher now " jo-T 
said, “and smarter down 
stretch. The players have a tar 
get and thtgr see it’s achievabT- 

1 behind 

Leopards but with a garnet 

hand, cannot afford another d. 
-feat. Bui BrackneU is a 
manding venae against a 
team still trying for a too C? 
finish. "Playing on their*^n.x.r 
. has to ^ one of the loughc 
road inps m the League - « • 
the BuDets coach, MiL Rn^c“^ 
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Pienaar’s desire fuels Sarries’ cup ambition 


BjrChrisHewen 

Union Correpondent 

THEY may have just experi- 
enced tbe rugl^ equi^ent ^ 
15 rounds with Lennox Lewis - 
or, to use a more brutal 
metaphor stilL 15 minutes of ne* 
gottatioQ with Qiff Brittle -but 
Saracens fervently believe they 
are in sufficieotiy good ^tape to 
survive the Northampton, am- 
bush at Pr anklins Gardens 
afternoon. This much is certain: . 
if Ibny Diprose’s weajy foot sol- 
diers are to prove as good as 


their word and beat a ftesber, 
filler Saints^toai^ace is the 
'Ihtl^s Bitter Cup final, tbt^ 
will need to ^ auceasftilly in 
tbe face of all ^rting logic. 
Thaie is only one thing mnig 


tc^Kxf-the-table struggle on en- 
emy soil, and flat is losing one. 
^VbU tbon^ they peefonned at • 
Newcastle on 'Vlfedaesdaya^it, 
the Lonctoers succumbed by 
five measty poim^ a residt drat 
riiould, in theory at least, have 
reduced them to a r^-t^ col- 
iection of shamhlmg mein titl 


wrecks. *71iey fou|^t us to a 
StaofjbdD, so I-can^ sna^oe bow 
they hope to get themselves up 
fijraneiher huge.matdi in so 
dKXt a q»ce of time,'’ said Steve 
Bates, ^ Newcastle coadL 
It is probably beyond 
Northaixq>toa's imagbun^ too. 
Hie SaiuEs may have forfeited 
the inSiiential services of thdr 
captain, 71m Itodber, but not 
earn dig mew de termined TTnit- 

ed Nations wes^KMK inspeblor 
would relish a trip to the 
Branklins Cardens bunker just 
at the moment **1116 place is 


like a pressure cooker ” said Jon 
Sle^thohne, their former in- 
ternational wing, yesterday. 
**71111^ are comnag to the bo3 
and at two this afternoon, tbe 
iriiole of Northampton wffl be 
out there on the pitdi with us.” 

And yet Saracens have de- 
vd(^»edane^ak’deoaip80fte- 
markaUe dB(^ and potency this 
seasnt tbe result ^ Eraoisois 
nenaar’s primal competitive 
insdoct oomlned widi an emo- 
tional collective derire to send 
Michael fynagb and FbSippe 
SeOa into retirement with gold 


medals around their necks 
lalherthangpldwaicbes on tbeir 
wrisls. As Kenaar lematked in 
tbe aftermath of Wednesday's 
little epic ”lf we plqr with ^e 
same dwH and deten&inatioD 
we've just showed out there, we 
can Northampton. 

games of this magni- 
tude inside 72 hours is, of 
course, ridiculous, but itfs the 
job of tile management an d 
self to pick everyone up. I haw 
to admit that had we pl^d 
badly against Newcastle and 
lost,, h would have been terri- 


bly difficult to lift the ^nriis in 
time. But we didn’t play badJy^ 
we played at a high pace and 
should real commiimeiiL Rug* 
by is often as much about r^ 
slience io adverti^ as quality 
on the jHtdi and I titink we have 
the character to re^nd.” 

"W^sps, who reroaled more 
dharacter than anyone in win- 
ning last season’s league title, 
will need to tepsoduee a lair 
proportion of it at Lofius Road 
tiiis afternoon if th^ are to pre- 
vent the dangerous daric hors- 
es from Sale reaching their 


second successive cup final' 
Unlike Sanies, tfaefrweaiiiM^ 
has more to do with tbe d^iir- 
idng tnifiden of under-achieve- 
ment than the rav^es of w 
intensely piqirical Premiersbip 
run-in and in many ways, it is a 
more corrosive condition. 

AO the «*"i**-i tbe return of 
Alex King at outside-halL the 
spectacular form of Simon 
Shaw in the second row and the 
pride and pasaon tliat habitu- 
ally oozes from the veins of 
Lawrence Dallaglio should 
prove too rich a brew for the 




Invisible man 
turns Wasps 
eye- 



^hris Hewett talks to the awesome lock 
whose rediscovered sting could prove the 
end of Sale's Twickenh^ dream today 


IT WAS, without doubt, one of 
tbe more remarkable rugby 
achievements of the century. 
Regardless of the fact that be 
tipped the scales at 21st - “one 
at a time, please," came the an- 
guished cry from a chorus of 
crealdng ^leak-your-we^t ma- 
chines - and stood 6ift 9m in his 
size umpteen socks, Simon 
Shaw cootrived to make himself 
invisible for the first three 
months of a Wasps career' 
specifically Al igned to keep 
Jtim in the public eye. 

% And how he paid for his sub- 
terranean profile. Clive Wxtd- 
ward and the Chib England 
hierarchy made no serious at- 
tox^totraickdowntfaemostex- 
(ksavely alhletk kxkftKward of 
his generation; rather, they 
turned to Garath Archer, an old ' 
Ceam-niate acBrishd, and feU in 
love with the Geordie’s unso- 
phisticaled, teak-hard brand of 
no nonsense agression. 

' By the’end Of last ahtumn’s 
r-Tbst Sanza series, Danx9 
ck bad also seaired a . 
place in Wbodwanf s afientions, 
and with Martin Johnson un- 
(halkaigeable as the foreman of 
the Red Ros6 engme room, 
Shaw had completed a de- 
pressing joiumey from hero to 
zero, top of the world to 
bottom of the sen^heap. 

• He took tbe fmscastion of 
arming hwnMif with a return 
ticket, however, and be is now 
weti on the. road bade to fame 
and fortuoie. 'Almost without 
warning, he has hit a purple 
patch of club form and ^ col- 
leagues atIKhsps coofidently ex- 
pect him to produce a decisive 


periormaace in thbafternoon's 
Ibtiey’s Bitter Ctq) semi-final 
with Sale. What is more, John- 
son’s recurring groin problems 
nny weD free up a plan on Qig-. 
land's summer tour of the 
souths hemi^heie. Sndden- 
j^, next year’s Wsdd Oiqi is back 
on tbe Shaw agenda in capital 
letters. 

Some of tbe 24-year'Old 
Shaw’s recent Tu^ has been on 
tbe strato^heric side of top- 
notch - ‘Ve’ve turned in a 
bit of nibbish on occasions, 
but Shaw^ is bang on his 
game,” agrees Lawreaace Dal- 
la^o, the Wfips and England 
captain - and any second row 
capaNe -of catch^ a wing as 
quick as Gloucester’s Brian 
Jfohnson from behind has plen- 
ty gomg for him. Centamfy, tbe 
'n^ps back room staff are talk- 
ing up his diances of a repre- 
sentative recall 

”1 couldn't be moro deli^- 



Out of the woods: Mbsr loss of -form and loss ofweighi^ Simon Shaw is now playing hb best dub nigby with Wasps 


Smj tbj th ft WwpR and Brigand 

A coadi, this week. .”Aiiy play- 
er takes time to settle at a new 
difoandSonoo-wasifodaBe iept 
after his iiiove here from fois- 
toL’I h ere wm efitnessproblems. 
too, and 1 think we an a^^treci- 
ate nowthat dianges m the ime- 
ouc laws made tife diScuk'lbr 
him. A 2l>5tODeris prettyvahi- 
aZde in a jimgle, but he’s bloody 
hard to Uft. The fact that Smon 
hasriied two stooes-and it had 
to be tvfo stones of muscle bulk, 
because be caniBS very Uttiebody 
fat - proves just bow deter- 
mined he is to get bade.” . 

Bather tike the ancient walls 
of Jericho, Shaw came hmitilifig 


down just u4ien he seemed at 
Ins most h^pregnaUeL A fixture 
in Jadr Rowdl's Fh^and side 
and an mitoaiaticcfacflCBfDr the 
Lions^ sqb^ he was-avriiftehot 
foroi^hetbpaitn^rJSiiOfoam 
the series with the Springboks. 
God was in bis jug^ heaven 
and all was with the world. 

Until, that is, Jeremy Davidsori 
of frebnd steamed up on the. 
rails mid carried on ganoprog all 
the way into tbe Test team. 

”What h^^xened to me on 
the Lions tour hh meibr six; to 
be honestwitiiyou,’* Siaw 
’’I’ve newer reaDy qxoken about 
it in public, but I felt there was 
an element of sc^goating 
when it came to the Ihst selec- 
tion and it just so happened that 
1 was in the wrong place, or the 
wrong ade, at the wrong time. 
I pl^d in most of the hard 
games leadh^ tip to the Tbsts 


- Western Province, Norfiieni 
Ttanst^ial, Natal - and 1 was 
happy witii rny form, but Jerry 
was also playing extremety ireU 
in a midwi^ side that was 
scnimmagiiig more effectivety 
and the sdectoiswent for him. 

'*Fiuuuty enou^ I pls^ 
tile game of Uty life against free 
State between the fiik and sec- 
ond Thsts, but by tiien it was too 
late to ahOT anything. Tliafs not 
to say Qie tour wasn’t a fenta^* 
tic esqierience, because it was. 
But it dawned on me during 
those weds in South Africa that 
things had changed pretty rad- 
ically and that I would have to 
adapt my game to make up the 
lost ground.*' 

That root and branch re- 
construction work was inter- 
rapted by a recurrence of the 
ankle trouble that has plagued 
Shaw tince he first shredded ten- 


ders and bgaments by the dozieo 
during BjistoFs ill-fated four 
match with 'fransvaal in 1995. 

”ni a!w^ have problems 
with theankle,*' be says, wino- 
ii^ at the merest thought Of an 
injury that left his i^btilciot at 
1^ degrees to bis leg and the 
rest of a goailed Bristol pack 
feeliiig pbysicalty sick and emo- 
tionalty shattered at the sight 
and extent of the damage. 

’’Like anynew boy, 1 was ex- 
pected to earn a stripe or two 
in the Vlhsps second team at 
the start of the season, so 1 
pk^ed on a rutted pitch at Snd- 
buiy, turned the ankl e and 
that was that for a couple of 
months. But there were prob- 
lems of acQustment as wdL I’d 
spent the whole of my senior 
career at Bristol and it took 
time to feel a part of what 
^^swere all about 


‘‘Initially, I wasn’t sure what 
was expected of me. Z concen- 
trated on getting involved in the 
loose, hut I ke[rt myself too wide 
in d^ence and friOed to regis- 
ter tbe tackle counts the 
coaches were used to. Tt^eth- 
er with my fitness problems, it 
made first-team selection a bit 
cf a stiug^ for a uiiile and gave 
England every excuse to ig- 
nore me. 

"When I started to miss out 
on England A games, I really 
was eonoeroed. 7 was desperate 
to stay involved atul ahbough tbe 
selectors tried to reassure me by 
saying ’Look, we’ve seen you 
play at Test level and we know 
what you can do, so it makes 
more sense for us to look at a 
few other people', it was a bad 
time. In the what national 
coach is going to pidc a player 
vriio isn’t playing for his dub? 


Phonograph: Peter Jay 

"Now 1 understand exactly 
what want from me, I feel 

much happier. Fm perfectly 
comfortable at just under 19 
stones, my tackle count is up 
into double figures and over the 
last couple of months, Fve 
played something approaching 
my best rugby. Actualiy, I don't 
think I've ever performed bet- 
ter at chib level. 

"There was never much 
doubt in my mind that Steps’ 
style of play would suit me and 
whfle the season has not ^ne 
to plan from the club's point 
of view as well as my own, 
we're in a cup semi-final with 
a Time itenham place OD the end 
of it. 

"1 came here to win things , 
and given that tbe cup is all we 
can win this time round, every- 
thing depends on victory over 
Sale." 


aoxthetiiers, especialty now that 

Simon MannK has left tire club 
under a doud and David Rees, 
tire spaiiy En^d bas 
given best to a particularly iU- 
fime d groin injury. 

An all^Loodon final then? 
But as Dallaglio went 

out of he way to emphasise ear- 
lier this week, form means 

nothing on last-four d^. “Like 

every game, it’s about 80 min- 
utes of effort," he said. “Some- 
how, thoteh, these particular 80 

Tpinntes biiiig a pressuTc all of 
their own.” 

Brittle 
threat 
to clubs’ 
cup cash 


ms far ioo early to talk about 
an endgame, but the 
inienninable dilute between 
Cliff . Brittle's wing of the 
Rodv Bootbuti Union and Eng- 
land's increasuigty flabbc^nst- 
ed ««b"l of Premierriiip clubs is 
about to take what may be a 
decisive turn for the worse, 
writes Chris Hewett. 

Brittle, the diainxian of the 
RFU’s management board, has 
threatened to withhold money 
to vriiidi tbe dubs dium they are 
entitled and they will meet 
counsel next week to discuss 
issuing a wriL 

What is more, they have 
privately agreed to take tbe 
soongesl possiUe action against 
arty England player signing a 
rrewccmtractu^ the union that 
conflicts with his club agree- 
ment "No dub would select the 
player and no dub would pkty 
agsinst aity ride who did attempt 
to field him," said a clubs' 
insider last night "As far as legal 
action over the money is enn- 
ceroed, we have been told that 
we are on the strongest imag- 
rnable legal ground.’’ 

As e)q)ectcd, tbe manage- 
ment bottrd this week rejected 
the dubs' proposal to e.tpand 
both divirions Of the Premicr- 
riiip- to 14-team leagues next 
season. Brittle then wrote to 
Donald Kerr, tbe chmrmaii of 
the dubs’ umtnreDa oiganisation, 
tbieateoing to withhold Tbi- 
le/s Bitter Cup receipts and 
I^U grant money in response 
to their decision to boycott all 
European ruglty next term. 

"We are amazed that Mr 
BfTCtie should threaten us in this 
way and it is very unfortunate 
that he should seek to link 
Carlsberg-T&tl^ to an unrelat- 
ed issue the day before the semi- 
finals of the cup," said Doug 
Ash, the chief executive of Eng- 
lish First Division Rugby. 
"Aocordir^ to our very strong le- 
gal opinion, the RFU has 
absolutely no grounds." 


Smart money on Monle’s men to trouble Tollett’s Broncos huii face an uncertain future 


Rugby League 


^ Dawe Hadfield 

A raiRFECTLY respectable 
case could be argued that the 
Snk Cut ChalleDg^ Cup final 
that vroiild do the game as a 
whole the most good would be 
between London and Sbeffidd. 

The Broncos and tbe Eagles 

would both boost their profiles 
in dti» where rugby league's 
Foois arc relatively shallow if 
thtywereWembl^-bound after 
this weekend, as well as 
reminding a wider world that 
the code has made some mod- 
est progress in expanding out of 
ibheat iland and Salftgd 


will have other priorities 
entirety. 

In tbe first semi-finid, at 
Headisgl^ this afternoon, Sal- 
ford can drum to. have at least- 
as good a back . division as 
ShefiBeld, who ieplace'tlte sns- 
peoded Ifeith Semorwitfa WQlie 
Moigaoson after tbe Australian 
' centre came through an A team 
comebadt safety. 

But tbe-Eagles have John 
Lawless back at hooker and, if 
Paul Broadbent and Dale 
Lau^too can r^rodnee the 
mighty form th^ showed at 
Casdsfoid in tire last round, tbe 
Sheffield front row could force 
Salford on to the back foot. 

Tbe Reds have tbe highty 


effective triaiigle of Steve 
Blakeley. Josh .'MWte and Mai^ 
tin Crompton, but tbe lacking 
game of Mark Aston is anoth- 
er factor that could just give the 
Eagles the .edge. 

Although I^^gan and Lon- 
don the two rides the 
otbezs wanted to avoid in tbe 
semi-final draw, neither have 
had to fulfil theirpotentzal in tiie 
cup so far. When th^ meet at 
Huddersfield tomorrow, th^ 
will need to. 

The London coadr, .Tbity 
Qiiiie, bdieves that his new for- 
wards have yet to- acQust to tbe 
dif fe ren t rftyihmstrf the Britirir 
game, coming as they do from 
Australia, where an unlimited 


interchaii^ rule is in operation. 
If the likes of Mark CaiToU and 
Grant Young do start to fire, 
th^ will be a handful for 
aityone. 

Tbe key to the match, 
tboi^li, could be the two stand- 
offs. TbiseD ToUett makes an un- 
scheduled eazty return to tbe 
Broncos and n^by league after 
being released by Harlequins, 
for this weekend and probabty 
for the whole season, and 
Cunie has had no qualms about 
throwing him strait back into 
the fray. 

*Tve no worries about it at 
all,” he insisted had our 
best trainiiig sessions of the year 
since he's been bedt whb us and 


he will add a lot to the side." 

Wigan’s John Mom'e was 
critical of his No 6 after the vic- 
tory over St Helens in the last 
round, cri)serving that Heiuy. 
Paul Imd been "tentative". 

A calf injury could have 
been partly responsible, but 
Monie is not averse to firing a 
wanting shot across the bows of 
phyeis not performing to their 
maximum. 

He did it, to some effect, 
whh NeO Covrie before tbe 
Saints game. Now that Paul is 
fully fit, the time e right for him 
to show his coach that he 
remains a match-winner. 

Wigan make just one 
change, Denis Betts starting in 


place of Mick Cassidy. Tbllett's 
return allows Peter Gill to 
move back to tbe Broncos' 
second row, alongside Steele 
Retchiess.. 

Retchless has the name of a 
MSls and Boon hero, but lools, 
with his balding bead and 
relativety slight physique, like 
the club accountant who has 
decided to join in at training. 

He is a releotles worker and 
tackier who has so far been the 
pick of London's new imports. 
If Wigan click, he will have 
plenty to do - but the money 
in the cup must always be on 
Monie's men eventualty getting 
on top of him and his team- 
mates. 


By Efove Hadflekl 

THE FUTURE of Super 
League newcomers Hull is un- 
certain after their chairman, 
David Uq>'d, stormed out of a 
meeting yesterday when he 
failed to authority for a new 
share issue. 

Lloyd, who controls the 
rugby dub as well as Hull Gty 
Football Gub, said that he 
would be recalling his loans to 
Hull when shareholders voted 
against his plan. 

"That's it. I'm gone " Ucyd 
said after former diairman Roy 
Wiudtty led opposition to the 
proposal to underwrite a 
£SQ0JXXl share issue. V^udby, 
the second largest shareholder. 


mid he wanted to slop Lkyd lak- 
ing control of the dub "on the 
cheap" with 10 million shares 
priced at just Sp. That propos- 
al according to IKiudby. would 
have greatly devalued the shares 
bou^t by supporters at £1 each. 

Lktyd had loaned (be Sharks 
£5CKX000 to strengthen the team 
on their promotion to Super 
League and the shore issue 
was intended to repay the loan. 

The Rugby Ltxtgue is to 
monitor developments over the 
weekend. 

Nick Fozzard. tbe Hudders- 
field prop, will he able to play b 
the Super League opener tu^oinst 
Bradford next Friday after 
escaping a ban des{nte being sent 
off against Wmington last week. 
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tubank was probably thinking: M have failed!.. They still think I’m from another planet’ 


COMEDIENNE in gr^ wig and 
charity sht^ dress gets cddTrity 



CHRIS 

MAUME 

SPORT 
NTV 




They respond by f^itying tilMig or 

pla ying vBiying'd^rees of shicti-. 

oess. Evetyrae goes h^e. 

ikfrsM’fffon (BBCl) isaonHol^ 

riiQw, and perhaps ritoiold have been 

' a one^iies show. You can alwa^ 
guess how paitieular guests are go- 
ing to react, and tiie onty varbixm 
is vriien sotneone like Beraaid Mso' 
ning comes along to sub^ tbe for- 
mula, in his case by the suuple tactic 
of odious and repriJeuL Or 

there's a one-off like Qnis Eubank, 
who behaved ID hfr esud juanao; lifce 
an .alieii beamed down to inculcate 
humaidisd info Ins fdanefs ways and 


tiODS; tiieyYe realty just tike us. 
This week’s opening guest, Bar- 


ry McGuigan, bring a Realty Nice 
Hoke; psreented a riileniTfia. How 
could Mrs Merton possibty say nasty 
tluDgs aboin him? Eipedalty as ev^ 
■ n^iitSy gmnsing remark sent him 
into life-direateDiiig fits of laughter. 
So it was Rearing at the begtoning 
vriien he played tbe imwittiog d^ 
ooostnictionis^ vktiatiog the ^ow’s 
central oouorit by .mentioah^ that 
he’d met her mum before &e show. 
He badnX of course. He'd met Car- 
Aheme’s mum. No Bany, this 
isn’t real life, it's onty the telty. 

Mrs Mer^look^ embarrassed 
(in feta; Ahenie kicked embanasse^ 
and st^e-wbiqaered, ”0001 
that!" MoQdgan. (ca&mgwfaat he’d 
done, threw himself about the sofa 
in parcEtysmsof ctiscomfinne, dien 
compounded tfo faux pas by taniing 
to Mis Aberne Snr in the mock au- 
dience s^g, "Sony, Maureen." 


^th Aherne imable to take the 
rise out of her guest, the vriutie 
print of the programme had gone, 
leavii^ onty titde coDversatiriial run- 
ups to her prepared jokes, the best 
of witidi came vriien McGmgan, 
asked about women boxi^ said 
that altbpu^ it was their democra- 
tic r^t, he feh queaty because of 
"womibs and other parts of the anato- 
flty."Ahenier^died; "Wsll the]oi«- 
ty thi^ is, in here, most of us have 
tod ourwombs ignored anyvMty," 
WbD, I aniled feintty. 

(Iherewaspa^qgeridoicefrDiD 
Aheme of Eubanl^ssoangeness, in- 
cidentalty. *! was a bit vroiried about 
him,” she said. "He (fidn’t koowutot 
was happening and after tbe show 
me and Arm went back to see him in 
tbe dr e s M Dg-room - he was punch- 
tug lus^QWD fece.” He was protobty 

thwilfrng tn himseW^ ^Thavefailedll 


have failed to appear normal! They 
stiD think Hn fr^ another planet] ") 
McGutyanwaslcdlowed^tfaefid- 
dtiqg MUa fan, Nigel Keimetty, who 
began by ^ving him a Utde vote of 
thanias for uniting Ireland. ’Bus, he 
did have fans nor^ and south of the 
border, but to link him to tbe peace 
process itself seemed ovedy grateful 
He wasn’t finished there, howe\^ 
cr, serenadtog tbe former Oooes 
with a rendition of tiie tune his 
fetfaer used to ring before bis fights, 
Omdatdeny^k It sounds like a skk- 
ty sweet businns. Bui Baity’s eyes 
were brimnun^ Oh, all right, damn 
il it was a ^uinety toudiing mo 
ment, marred onty by the siogalong 
cateiwauling of Aberne’a gr^ pan- 
iheis, none cf whom allowed tl^ en- 
joyment fo be ^lotied ty not knowing 
aity of tbe words beyond "...and 
down the mountainride". 


Afterwards, the lads indulged in 
some male bonding on the sofh 
"Thai's for my dad." McGuigan said 
of Kennedy’s performance. "Your 
dad," the vioGnik said pointiog at hjm, 
withtbebeavyeotphasisofadoaiig- 

time philanihrpitiSL Hit a second, the 
two of them sat in ritence with the in- 
tent aqKeasibns of drunks hying to 
express ihrir feeling about their best 
male. You almost wanted them ED let 
it all hang out - *7 realty, realty love 
yni! Come here; you big ha9ard,and 
^usahugf 

There was a fescinatiiig hour and 
five minutes of mueb-dehyed high- 
lights from the '^^er l^rnlymitics 
in Nagano cm BBC2 this week, which 
was a bit on the stingy sfoe when you 
conrider the relativety intensive cov- 
erage tbe Otym{tics enjoyed. It was 
also apparent ctot able>b^‘ed Aun- 
tie Beeb hadn't bothered lo ask any- 


one to stay on in Japan, the com- 
mentaries quite audlNy emanating 
from a cubiidc in Television Ccniiv. 
StiU, the papers don't do mudi bel- 
ter, so Fd better shut up. 

I was intending to cast my rod in 
the waters of Hsh TV (Sly ^xms i), 
bolting they would be stocked to over- 
fienviflg with chances for a cheap 
laugh. Sadly, 1 could do no more than 
dip Sty toc& Bui then again J'm not 
an angler, so what could I expect? 
There was as much going on os in one 
of those New Age aquarium videos. 
The quintessential exchange, and the 
one that pushed my menlri offbut- 
ton, come a few minutes in. 

“What dowc do now?" 

"WeU, we cast. . . and wait" 
After that for me. Fm afraid, Ue- 
sjtite the absence of any Cosa Nos- 
tra connection, it was a case of "he 
sleeps with ihc fishes". 
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Tall order for Oxford in land of LigKt Blue giants 


y:-v'- 


By Hugh Matheson 


THE 0:dbrd and Cambridge 

Bivil Race will be a test of pow- 
er \'cn!us ^oiy. The power rests 
undouhlcdly mth Cambrid^ 
and Ihe gloiy will be Oxford's if 
they can pull ofTvictoiy a^inst 
the greatest neight dis^Mrity in 
Boat Rao: histoiy. 

The Cambridge crew this 
\eur is another in the fh’e-year 
sequence of winners that is 
founded on a large pool of 
long-limbed athletes. maiQr of 
them trained on the premises 
but undeipinned by some of Ihe 
best and brightest foreign tal- 
ent with the savings to pay the 
fees demanded for a postgrad- 
uate degree. This year, the 
Li^t Blue colours arc borne l:^ 
the tallest selection ever and the 
concrete underpinning comes 
from a German stem pairing of 
world champions, Marc 
and Stc&n Forster. 

Oxford are quite simpfy not 
as strong or as disdngui^ed in 


past aefaievement as Cambridge 
bu t have, throng the leadership 
of their young president, 
Andrew Liads!^, and the coadir 
ingof Sean Bowden and Renee 
Mijnders, who led the Dutch to 
Olympic triumph, in ^Ulania, 
produced a crew with a won- 
derful e£Gdency of movement 
and natural rhythm. It is a crew 
that will have to be dose \q) and 
in the race at half-way to stand 
a dtance. If they are swept 
away off the start the chance of 
lecoveiy is slight, because the 
Lig^ht Kues wQl relax and re- 
cover and use their siq}exior 
power in bursts to su^ ahead. 

. Searchiag for a weakness in 
the Cambridge line-up is a for- 
lorn task. The stem pair took a 
long time to be agreed the 
coaches, but now that it is in 
I^ace U seems the mUy soludon. 
Fbrsteris great strength and 
attack are used to transmit an 
ine»)iable drive down the boat 
xdtile W^)er is uring his greater 
fluency and understanding of 


the Cambridge style to ^ve 
the crew time on the reoovezy 
between strokes. Bdmd them, 
Akx Story and lbby\S^dlace are 
two younger Brits with abun- 
dant natm^ talenL Story came 
through Che Btitidi junior sys- 
tem after starting as a teenag- 
er in Ranee before leadiing tiie 
Brit^ national ej^ for die 
past Qire e years. 'Wallace is a 6ft 
Tin, 15 stone natural who 
[earned to row at Cambridge. 

'Ihe qualiy does not drop off 
in the bows. Graham Smitti, at 
bow, stroked the British 
Oynqnc ei^ in Atianta and at 
145t TZb is the heaviest bowman 
ever. In fiimt of him Jonathan 

R»n and PmJ fi mnmgham are 

two more home t ow n Light 
Blues li^essed witii aze and 
strength trim btossmned in last 
year’s Goldie boat which was 
arguaby the easter of tiie two 
Carnbric^ ^nners on the day. 

The CGK, Alistair Fotis. trim 
won the seat oofy at the last 

TTiirinfe frnm S irrift FUkim^ k an 


The 144th Boat Race 
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Oympic cox with 10 years’ 
eaqieiieoce on the Tideway. He 
surprised both the umpire and 
the Oxford cox, Alex Greaney, 
with an eccentric course in 
Thursday's rehearsal, and a 
amilar line in the race woold 
lose iL Bat be may have been 
bhiffing. 

Oxford have been diarao- 
terised throughout as a crew to 
win it in a normal year and on 
ary measure, of student rowing 
in the wrxld are superb. But the 
131b a Tnan disadvantage 
is a lot to make up. bHck Robin- 
son at stroke is smootby rhyth- 
mic and sends a flow right 
down the boat which allows the 
heavier guns behiad him to let 
the boat run and do some of the 
work for them. 

Critical has been the posi- 
tiomig of Bezger, a 2Syear- 

old American, at sevetL Riur 
square befamd lindsry are Ed 
Cbode, a world hronze rnedallist 
in the coxed four last year, Hen- 
xDc Nilsson and JOigetr Hecht, 
\riio, in their late twenties, are 
tough campaigners with precire 
knowledge of how to sell them- 
selves deaify ovCT the wbole 
course; and in front of tiiem the 
tall bow pair are weD levered 
the fluid But while Ibey locdt 

more graceful throughout and 
possiUy quidoer attiie start it may 
beadadt dry for the Dark Kues. 
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j^dntgomerie made to pay for short-iron shortcomings 




. ^AndyFarrell 

• ’/n.Rante Vbdra 8each, Floruja 

_ WHEN Bezzibard Langer, who 
^ lad acverpireviou^ missed the 
.cut in the US Players’ Cham- 
’ pionship. starts with a triple- 
: bogey and has a double three 
' bdtesJateriQaiiopeniDg8Q,yDu 

know things are going some- 
. -ydiat awry. 

Laager has not been the 
. - onfy European to suffer at Saw- 
" grass. Colhi hftjntgomerie, «4io 
. with Langer was expecting to 


contend in the biggest tourna- 
ment out^de the four majois, 
looked like the cot for 
the first time at Sawgrass 
1992. 

Already Ian Woosnani bad 
alrea^ been forced to poll 
out, when he was five over af- 
ter 12 holes of the first round, 
mih a recurrence of his back 
problems. Waosie will though 
try to pl^ in New'Orleans 

next week to prepare for the US 

Masters. 

A nightmare front nine of 
41 from Darren Clarke meant 
be missed the cur at nine over 


after a' 79, while Monty weiu to 
the tnin in 39 to be five over 
par. • 

ESs feelings were ondeni 
from tire way the logo on top of 
l:u$ visorwas puded finnfy for- 
ward as be walked down the 
f^iways. At the fourth, his ap- 
proadi q)Dn bade into a tufi of 
roqgh by the edge of the water 
and when he took three to get 
down the baH was deliveied at 
.velocity into the pond. 

lids three tx^eys on the 
front nine further depressed 
the Scot, but the dam^e had 
been dc^ os Thursday after- 


noon when be dropped five 
shots in ftvt holes. Mont- 
gomerie has not been putting 
as well as usual owr ^e last 
month, but hts short zrou play 
was the primazy cause of hU 
first round 74. 

only a sand wedge in 

hkhanrf!a, M<'wtyt*»ft him^tf in 

three-pim tecritoiy at both the 
15th and the first, aiui duly 
made bogeys. Later be would 
miss the g ree n at the sbnh with 
the same club. But his most 
costly error came at the short 
17th, where his nine-iraii tee- 
sbot bounced off the ^een 


into the water leading to a 
double-bog^. 

“It vras very, veiy poor,” 
Montgomerie admitted. “I have 
no accuses. The late tee time did 
not lo<^ good but it was fine as 
the wind had calmed down and 
I didn’t take advantage. I made 
mistakes from good positions.” 

WhSe LAOger, with no hc^ 
of making the cut, attempted 
to recover some confidence 
with a front nine of 33,.three 
under par, Jose Maria Olaaa- 
bal ^ 3 '74 to be in dan- 

ger of not qualifying at two 
over. 


Olazabal has tried more 
than 15 different dzivets ance 
finding tbe one he used ^Ixer 
this year, when he won the 
Dubai Classic, had a hairline 
crack In iL *lt was not the dri- 
ver,’’ be said. ”I didn’t do any- 
thing right In the first five 
toumaments of the year 1 felt 
in control of my game. 1 was 
driving well, hitting ay irons 
well and putting well. Now 
everything has gone.” 

The ^>amaid played for the 
first two rounds with first round 
leader Glen Day, a readent of 
Little Rock, Arkan^ Day 








- ^ 
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could not repeat the ^zectacu- 
lar adventures of Tbunday and 
a 73 left him at five under, two 
behind Lee Jansen, udio scored 

a 67 to lead by one from the fex^ 
mer US I^er Cup captain 
Tom Kite, who had a 66. 

Da^^ par figures for the last 
two fades was three shots more 
rhnn he took Cl the first round 
when he birdied the 17th, with 
a nine-iron to ID feet, and 
holed a seven-iron from 180 
yards at the lasEL It was the first 
ever eagle at the last in 16 years 
of the tournament being staged 

on the Stadium course. 


“It was just lucky,” D^ said. 
rTheshol felt good, but my Cm 
thought when the ball went in 
the hole was, ‘good, now I 
dont have to wony about keep- 
ing Christina (his two-year-old 
daughter} quiet while Daddy 
putts.’" . 

There was more exatcmcot 
at the island green of the 17th 
when a seagull picked up Brad 
Rkbers ball and dropped it into 
the water. The American was al- 
lowed to place a new ball where 

the old one had first come to 
rest, but bogeyed the hole any- 
w^. 


Waugh leads 
fightback 
by Australia 


Info 424 and 99-3: Australia 400 

j Mark Vbugh hit a career-best 
' 153 not out as Australia’s bat- 
ting finally came good on (be 
thM day of the third and final 
Test against India in Bangalore 
yesterday. 

The Australians, soundly 
beaten in the fiist two Tests, k- 
sponded with their highest total 
of the scries and ended a 
profitable day by taking three 
Indian secoDd-innipgs wickets, 
indudiDg Na\joit Sldhu, vto just 
out on his fifth succes- 
sive half-century in the series. 

Waugh, who came in before 
tea on the second day at 77 for 
2. batted for five and a half 
hours as wieketsnumbled at the 
other end He hh 13 boundaries 
and four sixes in surpassing his 
prerious best of 140 against 
England at Brisbane during 
the 1994-95 season. 

Wau^’s efforts were com- 
plemented by Darren Leh- 
mann, who, in his first Test 
match, made S2. Jfe readied his 
half-century with his eighth 
boundary t^t also brought up 
the pair’s century stand. 


The teg-^unner Anil Kumtdc 
ensured Intfia's narrow lead with 
6 for 98 while Azharuddin be- 
came the 13th player, excluding 
widcetkeepeis,toTeadi lOOTcst 
eatdies^heiihe iookR(4)en5oa 

in the slips off Kumble. 
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• The mteroaiional referee, 
Peter van der Merwe, yesterday 
banned Saurav Gai^ly from 
Zadra’s nest one-day inter- 
national for showing dissent on 
the field during the third Test 


Pollock blow for South Africa 


‘i 


pii^fiMds: A rwcovery crew removws the Sauber of Johnny Herbert after he had spun off during practice for the Brezirian Grand Prix yesterday Photograph; Reutera 


Sri Lanka 165-3 v South Africa 

I AN UNBEATEN 97-run part- 

I nership between Aijuna 
Ranatunga and Roshan 
Mahanama helped Sri Lanka 
build a sohd poatioD on the first 
d^ of the second Test against 
an mjmy-hit South Africa at 
Centurion Barit yesterday. 

With DO pl^ possible after 
tea because of and rain, 

Ranatunga was unbeaten on 
40 and Mahanama 44 not out at 
dose of play. South Africa, suf- 
fered a setback when their all- 
rounder Shaun Pollock limped 
off with a groin injury in the 
third over after lunch. His over 
had to be completed by feUow 
fast bowler Makfaaya Ncini, 
who himself was tbeu unable to 
finish the last over before tea af- 


ter one dehwiy. wfakh was a no- 
baJL NtinTs injury is not known 
but be will apparently be fit for 
tod^s start ot play when more 
should be known too about the 
ement of Pollock’s injury. 

Sri Lanka bad earlier made 
a solid start after winning the 
toss and batting, with openers 
Sanatb Jayasurfya and Maivan 
Alapattu putting on S3 before 
the latter was run ouL Ntini then 
took two wickets in six deliver- 
ies, having Jajusuzfya caught be- 
hind for 51 and .Aravmda de 
Silva caught at point for one. 

J^^urfya reached his half- 
centuiy off 71 balls before Nti- 
ni inteivened and also accounted 
for De SOva, putting Sri Lanka 
on 68 for 3. Mahanama and 
Ranatunga then batted solidly 
throughout the afternoon. 


All-cbnquering Ayr ready to extend reign I Kournikova and Williams come of age 


Ice hockey 


GNiy the Cardiff Derils stand 

between Ayr Scottish Eagles 
andBritish ice hockey histoiy 
at Manchester’s Nynes Arena 
-today.- 

The Ea^cs are mmh^ to add 
die 'Alamo Play-Off trophy to 
th^. Supeirlea^c crown. Ex- . 
press and Benson & Hedges 


Cups. An-obnquering^have 
bribed aride all before them 
this season, inclodiiig Cardiff as 
they started their sQveiware 
swe^^th a tight 2-1 victory in 
the. B&H Cup. 

That win served little no^ 
of the dominance to a>me' as 
Eagles eomfcHtably. dinebed 
the league title, and then 
cruised through the play-ofEs - 
ittduchi^'twb linns over Man- 


chester Storm. Manchester had 
the opportunity to play in a ma- 
' jor fingl in front of their own 
fans, but after a 5-3 defeat in 
Ayr th^ lost 7-2 at home. 

Ayr will be irithbut their 
loog-tenn casually Jeff Hoad. 
Miile Cardiff have a full squad 
available, with hfike Mac^^niam 


Sacrathii oo the bendi 
si:^ a recent groin injuiy. 
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WHEN Ridiaid yfilliams held 
a hand-written card aboi« his 
head at the start of his 17-year- 
bld dau^uer ^nu^s latest win 
against Martina Hingis, the 
world No 1, he was suspected 
of coaching. Unless there is a 
code to be cracked, the mes- 
sage - *Tify wife is the best Mfe 
in the world" - was simply a 
compliment to his better lulf, 
Ora^e. 

And why not? Rx an foe tfH- 
icism levelled against ,the 
Vfilb'anis fanufy for shielding 
Vaus and their youagsrdau^}- 
ter, Serena, frem junior com- 
petition, foe pair ate mamring 
into perhaps the most exddng 
aster act temus has known. 

Their performances Uds 
week have illusunated the 
Lipton Champioaririps here 
alongside another prodigy, 
the stunning 16^yeartold Anna 
Kouniikova, who has caused 
hearts to flutter, on foe court 
and off it, route to her first 
VIA Tour singles final. 

Vbnas RfiUiams versus 
Anna Kournikova in tl^ title 
match todi^ is a piomofor’s 
dreazn, the first ZD^tmg ctf foe 
tall; powecfol. athletic Amer- 
ican with the beaded braids 
a^inst the lissome, Ameri- 
canised Russian with the long 
blonde ptmyran. 

Apart from adorning the 
court, both can hit awesome 
shots and compete with a pas- 
son, as we saw when Winiams 


John Roberts, in Key Biscayne, considers the young talents who 
contest the women’s final of the Lipton Championships today 


overcame her nerves, which 
cost three match points, when 
overpowering Jfingis in the 
semi-finals, ^2, 5-7, 6-2, and 
Kountikova left a trail of big- 
name contenders in her wake 
- Monica Seles, Conefaita 
Martinez. Lindsay Davenport 
and Arantxa Sanchez Vkaiio, 
whom she defeated in foe 
semi-finals, 3-6. 6-1, 6-3. 



Kournikova: Tm smarter’ 

While foe Williams sisters 
were deliberately held barit 
from competitive tennis, 
Kournikova has con^lained of 
being resiriaed by the 
eligibility rules. It does not 
appear to have harmed her 
lo^-tcrm projects, bearing 
in mind that she reached foe 
Wimbledon semi-finais on her 
debut at foe AO &igland Qub 
last summer. 


”I played great tennis at 
Wimbledon, but right now Tm 
mneb smarter,” Kournikova 
says. ”1 mean. Fve got more 
experience since then. Every 
time on foe court, even if I’m 
losing. I stop, think about it, 
start doing new stuff. Right 
now it’s all about foe mental 
Bde, because pbysicaOy, in foe 

way nf mwldTigdvTfs, T craild rin 

anything probably” 

Steffi Graf made the point 
last summer that ffin^ was a 
shrewd tactician whereas 
Winiams and Kournitova bad 
all foe shots but were not cer- 
tain when to bring them into 
Since then, KoumOeova 
bas sought guidance firom 
Grafs former coach, the 
C^edi Pavel Slo^ 

Tavel has helped me a lot 
mentally.” sbes^ “It’s great 
to have somebody evtsiy day 
with you on foe road, liking 
before foe match and after the 
match. He hasn't really 
changed nqr game. Uke 1 said, 
1 could probably do any shots 
I want It's just eveiything in 
my bead. I have to prepare 
and Icam how to win 
matches." 

Four wins fai four days 
against top 10 opponents 1^ 
raised Koumikova’s ranking 
from No 25 to 20. "I proved to 


everybody that I can play good 
tennis, a lot of matches in a 
row,” she says proudly. “It’s 
definitely foe best time of my 
life right now. 

"Even after I lost the first 
set [against Sanchez \ficario), 
I thought, ‘Wbw! This is great 
Tm playing’. I started to play 
more aggresrivefy. 1 started to 
attack her forehand more. 1 



WilCams: Overcame nerves 

didn't tiy to go for winners 
light away. 1 kept the ball in 
tlnee, four, five limesy and tb^ 
1 went vrixen I had a good shot 
to go for. I started to come into 
foe net much more.” 

Before playing her semi- 
final on Thursday night, 
Kournikova scouted the 
Hingis-Wniiams match. ”7 
diink it was diffi cult for both 
of them,” she says. “They 


were both a little bit tired in 
foe third set.” 

Hin^ said she was tired 
after playing two tournaments 
in a TOW. think she used that 
as an excuse,” Koumikox’a 
says. “1 don’t think she rually 
meant that. Of course she’s 
tired. She’s been on (op already 
for quite a long time. FlqfsicaUy, 
eveiybocfy gets tired, but noi 
mentally. You should just take 
a couple of weeks off. get 
leacfy for a toumamenL I’m not 
tired at alL 

”T2ierc’s a lot of changes 
right now, in this loumament, 
in women’s te nnis. It’s ^ing 
to be something different, 
something new.” 

iMlliams, who reacted to 
her win against Hin^ by per- 
fonning a little dance and 
then hugging her fofocr in the 
crowd, * was asked if she 
thought foe matdi was the ma- 
jor turning poim in her career. 
“I think my career’s been turn- 
ing for a long time now,” she 
said. don't think it's a major 
turning point in my career. 

“I was tired (tf losing in 
ridiculous ways. I knew I was 
a better player. It’s OK to lose, 
but just to go out and lose 6-0, 
foin^ of that nature, and to 
play badly, that’s different.” 

Dcfuatii^ Hingis guaran- 
tees her a place in the vrarld's 
top 10. "I haven’t arrived yet.” 
she says, "F m just coming on, 
my way." 
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22/FOOTBALL 


WINNINGa 

PAIR OF 

TOYOTAS 

THIS WEEKEND 
IS EASY. 


(THE DIFFICULT BITWILL BE 

DECIDING WHICH ONE 
TO DRIVE FIRST.) 







'.M. 

7 ' ^ e 

t. 1 . . ' ! 




TWO PAIRS OF TOYOTAS TO BE WON 
AN AVENSIS AND A COROLLA, 

PLUS 25 PAIRS OF TICKETS TO TOP 
SPORTING EVENTS 

AND EVERY ENTRANT GETS A £150 
•GOING PLACES’ HOLIDAY VOUCHER, 

For your chnnco to win .i Winninj^ P.iir 
(and to picl( up your free voucher) simply 
cut along to your Toyota Dealer this 
Winning Pairs Weekend. Meanwhile, cut 
out the coin .ind get practising. 


SAT 2'.'' :: SUN 2 9 MARCH 
O-f.FlEEP.HONE .'IdC: I'l 555 



THE CAR IN FRONT IS A .^TOYOTA 


■ noHn hr H am «« ptai IH Mr Mv OhM» k 

li nmit M inaMsi ai mih 2Mi a. SHTiv 3M 
• a CtMM hM. >■ «a |ngag«n a. IM 

CadhN kariiM 


Ronaldo guaranteed to go round to your place 

] , : »hidi ME like somfcrdihc Lion tom 



THE 

GAFFER 

TAPES 


HONESTZY some people do 
tiy it on. On my wsy to Old 
llaffoFd to take in a game last 
week I was handed a flyer. 
"Wbete Can I get Wjrid Cup 
tickets?** it trumpeted. It then 
promised that was an or- 
ganisatioa run by **real fans” 
C*so why were they adverti^ 
at Old Irafford?’’ I yon 
ask - ^pertiaps because tb^ 
were Iwking for naive but 
well-heeled bandwagon- 
jumpers?” I hear you reply) 
and that it had Tound a way 
of obtaining tickets'*. Hunah. 
Eiicept you had to send £3 for 
a biodnire. Nice one. 

But never fear. After lo^ 
and intensive negotiations in 
Switzerland this week Gaffer 
Iburs can announce a series of 
padca^ for the summer ex- 
travaganza. There are four 
options, an graded by accom- 
modation and attractively 
named after famous names in 
World Cup history. The Pele 
(five-star with diampagne in 
the room), the Midiel Platini 
(four-etar with Cognac), the 
f^ul Gascoigne (two-^tar and 


a case of Newcastle Brown) 
and the wniie Johnston 
(camping and botde of Pfls)*. 

E^h moderately priced 
package irrcludes vfp match 
tickets to a series of major 
nsitdics indu(Eng aD games fea- 
turing Ellwand, Bia 2 il and Scot- 
land** a^ tnivel ^qrropriate 
to the standard of 
(plane; train: au&»iobile***;se‘ 
lies of prewritten luxury faitdi- 
hSting destinatioa cards). 

Si^Iementaiy optioas m- 
chide persoi^ irieetiogs with 
Wbrld 0:^ personalities Alan 
Shearer, Faustino Asprilla, 
iS da ii e Rffna^do 
in \riikh the ph^ will coach 
you and your &mily, pose for 
l^iotogtaidis, inoimse to sneak 

your name into a TV inter^aew 
and, after the finals come round 
your house for tea so you can 
inqness the neighbours****. 

Each tonr group will be ac- 
companied by several stun- 
ning blondes personally 
selected from the & Shep- 
herd ooHectioiL Ladies wishii^ 
to have male conqiaiiy should 
enclose a photograph. 


Needless to say 1 ei^ect 
these touts to sell out vmy 
quickly indeed. Don’t del^ or 
te 09U)ed off by imiiatioDS or 
scare-stories abont tideet 
seams. Send a cheque/po^ or- 
der/cash/stanqiSii^granr^swet^ 
ding ring worth £10 or more to 
GafEer Ibuis ide, cfo Barry 
GafEer, Slndgethocpe Brazil 
FC, Old Cornfield, SludgBtb- 
oipe, URA FOOl. Orpt^by- 
cr^ card to Ere^ooe Gadlfer. 

The first 127 applications • 

will receive a firee ^<%echor7 

pe Brazil 1998 calender'fea- 
toiing the first team squad in 
a series of compromising po- 
ritions. 

Fm sure the toms will be a 
great success and, judging by 
the levd of n^ alimony debts, 
th^ need to be. I conld bare- 
ly afford to buy a drink in 
^trerland this week whidi 
was a jghgmg as the game 
would have been a lot more en- 
joyable dirough an alcoholic 
haze. 

Berne itself was all right 
though I diou^t th^ wasted 
the beats. These are a ^oiq) of 


big brown bears wbidi are 
sadly kept in a miserable con- 
crete pit by the edge of tbe'old 

town. Apparently if they leave 

the dly, Berne will foil down 
so so thi^ are not given moch 
diance oif escape. 

Thdr atuation seemed very 
Hftin^fiing to such OOblC 

beastf gnd I thought they 
.would be much better em- 
ployed as dub mascots. Never 

mniH ^ these idiots in funy 
costumes, why not the real 

dxn^ It would certainly reduce 
die risk of a phdi invasim and 
sane of those other mascots, 
the snotty brats run 
around b^re foe game an- 
noying the players, could do 
wifoa&ighE 

Anyway, I signed a couple 
on loan this we^ I w^ going 

to them at the Old 

Gomfield codqp but instead Fm 
tr^ftping them onder wraps at 
tbe tr liMii ir u m ’s farm whOe 1 SCC 
if ^ TV go'fbr my latest plan. 
It’s a mascot competition, a 
cross between wrstling and 

Radiators. Tbe idea is is we pif 

oiur mascot against characters 


like Stamford foe Lion from 
axiA Mandicster Unit- 
ed^ Red foe Red. Irtl be a 
massive audience puller and I 
reckon Yogi and Paddington 

could be quite a bandfuL If ^ 

don’t go for it maybe Live TV 
will - after all, our bears are 
topless. 

g frann PrOnc’S OUt tlllS 

^veek, be was badly mauled 
plsyiog with YogL Ivor Niggle’s 
yfvn missing, he got severely 
ehwtg by bees on a honey- 
hunting expedition. 

w wtaatt 4l»w(w|am mMi Olfc V 
Mfloeo p Sortn Keno wo ro^no p 
^ioSk fioefin 20/ fdfcwO. 


ewRsaddBaiaq>eiie 

_ awwi Mwtn Shedicr, 
. itairf* aw h « "W «■ 

WIfc or (MW eirntmari ma*- 

m tt riioe fo freest! ffi >*** "^ ^ 

fiettarf frM Is lOT Grtrf c& ItecdR Bwt 

Bony Gofikr was talking to 
Oenn Moore 


r 



Arnhem’s 
new home 
on the slide 


Nathertands 


Vm^SE ARNHEM kept 
foezns^es in fourth position in 
foe Dutdi First Dhirion and on 
coarse fora Uefo Cup friace on 
Wednesday with a 4-1 home win 
over NAC Breda. 

The match was a major 
evem in Arnhem - not because 
of the visit of humble Breda but 
because of foe opening of their 
Sfiectacular new stadium, the 
26,600-seat Gelredome. 

Like foe new Amsterdam 
Arena, the Gelredome has a 
sliding roof so that it can stage 
ctmeens • the Sfuce Giris are 
booked in next week. Also like 
the Arena, the Gelredome has 
opted against the plain old 
guilder or the iqicoimng euro 
its unit of currency. bi^ 
goods with the Ohra, named af- 
ter <me of the sponsors. Origi- 
nally intended to be one guilder, 
it hu since been devalued to 50 
cents 10 encourage customers. 

The Gelredome also has 
one feature Ajax’s Arena does 
not have: a retractable pitch. In 
three and a half hours, foe 
whole pitch on its concrete 
panel can riide in or oiu of foe 
stadium, to keep foe turf in top 
condition while concert-goers 
can bop to their hearts’ cootenL 
The laidc of this feature at the 
Arena has seen the pitch dam- 
aged by reveUeis. 

The Gelredome, which wQl 
be a venue for foe 2000 Euro- 
pean Championship in foe 
Netherlands and Bcl^um, cost 
£3Jm. The Vitesse director, 
Hans Schradeis, descifoed it as 
the ‘'most beautiful stadium to 
be bust in Europe in the last few 
years”. The du^ whose average 
gate has been less than 8,000, 
have sold 14,000 season tideets 
for next season. 



FOOTBALL 
AROUND 
THE WORLD 
BY RUPERT 
METCALF 

Japan 

SHIMIZXJ S-PULSEb^antlie 
new J-League season lastweek- 
end with a fine 4- 1 win over foe 
league newcomers Consadole 
Sapporo, thanks to a stunning 
performance by foe 20-year- 
edd Brazilian wii^Alessmidro 
Santos, who set up all four 
goals a^ coming off the bench. 

De^ite their side’s bright 
start, tl^ season win be the last 
in Japan for Shimizu's coaching 
team of Osvaldo Ardiles and 
Steve Penyman, foe former 
Tbttenham pain 

Ardiles signed a one-year 
contract with Shimizu last year 
to he4) keep foe fioandatly 
stricken dub alive, but has said 
he wants to return to Europe m 
the autumn. When asked who 
he would like toooadi,thef6r^ 
mer Spurs maoi^er said: ’’Any- 
one.” He added: ’’Last year, if 
1 didn't «ign, the cinb was go 
iog to eoOapse They were going 
to lose foe ir players because, ff 
i did go, everybody else would 
have gone too.” 



The pitch in retract mode at Vitesse Arnhem^ new Gefredome Photograph: Allsport 
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uiitD of the 

WbrU'iC^.finals... 

• 

Atarmed by his te af i fe.^ Bk of scormg 
prcMv^ FafaQueyh .c^a^has hvned to CK- 
na to a sh^ Jbi^ Canfws, who 

pi^ tor pyoig Guo^ utt be to the start- 
ing ineH|3 iDiTKRrew when Painguay ineet 


Cotoii^ to a wamvup fitohdty at the Vble- 
Bcmri to New Haven, Ccznectaft^ The coach, 

PaiJo Carpegiani; sakt "Wie need gbala Wb 

WantaomesCCXtoQpOWBrtolaketriPranfto/ 

The isualcentre-torward^ Jose Cardozet is : 
the top strfleer to the. Mextosm League^ but to 

two yeais tfie radionm team tto lias 

scored only once - from a penalty Two top 
memwi be absent due to cfabcommf bne nts: 
foe goalscorhg goaleeeper Jose Chtowert 
ato fim fiigged {Mender Carios Gamena. 


Major fixtures 
and pools check 

SLOcMbwieM 

TODAY 

FA Carting Premiership 
-AnmefvehefiaWWMissdw 

> Bomatoy « Lhwp«^ — — — - 

1 BcSonvljalcaaBr 

2 Co«niryvO 0 b|r 

SCryeePaKav^tlKtam 

4BnnaivManvaB. 


SieifchaeorUtdyVIftieiedon.. 

6 Southeneian vNBwewHe.... — 
Nadonvride League 
FirscDivirion 

7 Bkinki^BnvWMecnMferi.. 

8 BradMCItyvlAnctaittrCiiy.^.. 

9 OarttoivNattina«nFamt..-_. 

lOHKkMWdvaPR 

11 tawkii V n aadng 

120KMUUvNorMich„. 

IsaetMdUMvPartVMe 

14SlbetpoftwCww 

ISSttshevTomara . 

18 Sundwlend v Buy ......... 

Second Division 

17 BmloHl V Qkfem . 


18Bunla7vhH«by 

19 CWWt V Bournamouth ........ 

20 ChMMrtdd V MM 

31 O M n^ei iivROin — 1..... 

OeRyiniMmvVIlwiHm .... 

ZaPrattaivWigan 

8ftVMaMvLulan 

25WilJ(MlvNarthainplan 

OSWycOnita v BriOri f*y 

ZrWriCVBtadcpool. ...... 

Third Division 
28 BamsC V Hartapod . 


20CMifcrtCi9»UldvO ai Sn g on . 

SOCKfOvaighkn 

fti -HM vltexiMGekr..:..^..... 


32 unedn Oty V CoUhestat. 

33 ysnsIMd V Potarboraugfi - 


^iiead puiile 

ids solution 




3« Note Oowty V Lgytan Oriant 

35 flocMils V Dancsstor ... 

38 nottnitam v Sobonougti 

srScunttnrpev'Rinwv 

38 ShvMtwy v Effiiar 

38 9MerBe6vO«star 


Bellh Scottish League 
Premier DriMon 

40CailcvHeere. 

41 OuifHiiea V RaogoG 

42IfemtanvAberd86n..._. 

43 MolhanMl v Dindae Uid 

44 Si Jolvwm V Kfenvnodc .._ 

Hrst Division 

45 h/rt 81 Wnen ...... 

46DindaavSMt9. 


47aMnockvFM(c 

- llailluii vAiOfB. 

48ftrtickvReei 

Se cond Division 

48 Oyda V Ouaen e( the Souh 

- dydobBricvkivemmCT.. 

- aeF50vBmd*i 

- FtarervUvbigsiDn. 


- IMu ii l i u u ie iMrw ai ii i ai . 

Third Division 

- AitretfivCowiBneaeh-... 


'■i*. .' 


CL'. 


- seine vACkKi Roma 

- OuHrfkPHfcvAloa 

- ftaMOtutyvOuntarlon 

TOMORROW 
Coca-Cda Cup final 

MddHdreu^ 

Nationwide > 
HrstDMdon 
V«wivBaismoulh(eD5J 


Weekend fixture guide 


TODAY 

Football 


I GHVMJXHAIXCONFERBICE 
i GaiMiindvwer 
, HeNexvHiqpM . 


WilBii— MrvAllbid- 


Hineia 

W^UMBHOre O W lY 
SEMmNALS RR8T LEG 
CMMnlnB w Oenr 
Stoogh V SouSoert 


llmndi yieiisnmOi - 


RVMMILBIOUE fVwwI irPM t io twD w 
mas** » HeiM BoniM CmMon V 
afinipa SisnKM: Chnlien w (Mwicli; 
HiBhn V Bwiisr, roigeanan V MMir. 
OxMOtyvHandan; ftiMvBartfani 
wood: Si Aein « GfMHnd 8 


NortMood V HwnartaRt Wbi 

« Cmiwy wend: winmoev 

Mt IfaH OWWoo: M 


wwbn a I wmwn V DKerrem a Rod- 
MdDt: VkaAvv SiXimllld first Mr^ 
mob: Moonhoi « BtarceT: eog» flega 

V AbkXrion fewc OertMy V MddwihsKl 
U st Caey s v RsmfM: Lryte taven w 
MnpiDn: 
uuiM Qt It Bwkn 

DwWmsWd. VWiywaWi V Cimdan; 
VMeoiwR V Saawc wiM«e V Ttame 
Tinnnrt nirt iln ii mitiii] n lli i tii i inn i . 
WOW V Nwopown unoBfun 

V BMWid; rnoneni v Ttan-. Eohen v 
WNhwn. HeiMn V Mml; Lei^v 
IbUie a llfeiwn: Uwkie v &MeM. 

^WhetaraBDn 
rOnHontSl 
w Ford; 

r V HetM; Oowtan MNsOc V 
SouiMt; fipaom a Enelv Eost Ttureck; 

I Inritiis ¥ rnrKiain ri ei Mi. ( ii rn r n im 

V iQigao^, Lease v ewem iHng v 

nwfwv nowL vwo v npnp npiv 

mad: Wtagma RncMirv Doriev 
uieaBtBaG i igp>8^Diiii i teA> 

CBSnaWntay vQBftatxjRXM^uAfteluii 

V mei^ AhinEtam V BaWy. Bern 

V eiisr: eoaxi IM V GtndSK Fndder 

H BmOw BrIdDS; HydB U» V ftih; Lm- 
cmvvaduMWndcLai^FMvAn- 
com; rWdclH i Benuh v Marine; 

AaMon v ftielfan l nCfistwr v vmtby; 
ConjMBnvWdiyfly OoylswiaivMe- 
tadc Ow Hmood V Eaateood feen: 
Ones V BuKiaa' Hamoea toan V nx< 
ton. sip c i a a n dge PS v fimtoy: IMoid 

V VUeop. WtBn v I W BWa. VWxk, 
ngmvmowuB. 


DR MARTENS LEAGUE PranWr DM- 
aton: AaMoid v Bath; Athar W ona v 
Qtoucaawr. fto nnow e v Hwoiga; Bw> 
WnAtaanvNuiaettvOeNteMrvReei- 
Ml: FoMl&aanvSUhcpaunKQMNesr 

V WWbuw. WMOwinv Canertdga 
Otjr. KMh lym v Sawtay; Manhyr v 
Gnaliy:St Laenardav Thnwrai MdWid 
DMatotc Badwcnti v RC Wawnck. But- 
ahaiw Utd v aWtert fW BBi ra ; G wu ham 
vBWian;HneMay^Uldvl£arGnM;Rad- 
OlEhvBeeMayiShapendOyianevSel- 
tne Bore; SttuMODa V RnMilK Sutton 
CotdAstdwBWNnSwUbachvVSfWo- 

SGuliam OMNoK SMdodi V (WnMne 
Milwv1kW;awknaMvVeiwtoowea; 
fl n il ri wilii IWiona n ei w in ii Piiil 
CWgadonvNB«M(loVV):DwtlMvHB- 
tent new V wnw. Nfeapert (OwafS] V 
VWayrnoulh; iwibridni v WBaen<«upa^ 
IWmTtaiOrtdBawEiaia D eiia J ew 

wKsmuADiemeusuEFintai- 

aWfoiK B e d entewi V TWmagwa; Daal v 
rmr t r anin fn rrt iai nn 
WWIB V OOGiNiM; Hrtfw V QwBnfn; 
Ui mw Qo a TaedaGtBaa O eartayftg- 
nwvIMrteVVHKVCDMMBvWNI' 
ewiW nitPhiMuiiOMCSy awidtlnal 

r n V Gtaatanch Bonuh 

rvHarnaBvCg. 

UmjET S US SEX COWTY L£AGW 
FMDMatoieAiuidllvfMMdtCMdc 

-...-..a — ■- "inridii — 

a TW Mo n ibi ; Lan^ Spam v Hor- 
Stem VMCA V MtOWo HwM 

V UtfehanpiorKleher V HMdwn: WUk 
vWMtah^ 

UKLSPORT UNTTBI COtMTIES 
LEACUB Pia w lai D N WIoh; BMen v 
SiDtiBH: DMbeiotiBh V EptMtwy: Font 
SpomvHoiMadiiNBnMrimnSbBar 
vjjiin 1 i a 2 D W J a lqty Pbitoi v B ou rne; S 

tna: Sta^i?v^ 

borough v fl u deowa 
a c nc w n xBiHBCT LEAGUE Pwamroi- 
mtan auoM V VUMbuy; SrtMBl Manor 
fWm V KaynrtBffl; eWe V iMnM; Oip. 
panmmvBriclsarCMMgeBMivBam- 
st^M^MMaham V Odd DiMn 

NORTHBW COUNTIES EAST LEAGUe 
ftarnWr DhWee: Anrahoma WUtaia V 
HaiRaU MMa: Owate V S8& EodmMI 

V OsafooiiMen VMarTHncM V HaF 
Em; Nerthftnfev vUnn^ OaaatiAl, 
biOrt V ttw; FWi^v Arnold; 
FonlafiaGt om V CtRoo Aataon; Thacfc- 
EyvOaaatnbwa 

NOftm WEST couNnes leacsug 

FM DNtalen: Atharton CoBatlaa v 



B wa cooe h r Athaiftii LR v RoMandata: 
O MipdolROMa v WEniingian; IWdWn- 
danvSeiordUimerOldBMvNawcaA 
Ibwn: MWna Road V RanHSoUaRi; Moaa- 
EvvAMoocCabEasaHeWnavCEharee 
LiagiM Con samMloM atliat lag: 
NanMch v MdagiM GtoaM Norvi 
EndvVEMMM 

JBWSONWEBSEXIEAGUEFMDM- 

afenntattenvEaaiCDMsViBeAndoM- 

V BMi SoumamMh V Qoi^ Borough; 
ftodwe t aat v Aaraalruetwas: oSm- 

eluch V Bennrten Haaih Harl: Doanton 

V Coasa SportK ThaXham vWimhma; 
WHEfwch Utd V lyn*iglaitl 
JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Pramlar 
DMalOK Bury TbMn V HalaMd; Dbs V 

(MclWinoulh: MakMa 
Part E Tbiwi V Waw ma r ty a t; Gortaaton V 
CtackvuHtatonvSuctayWWKiaNfKliw- 
asiDft V Karwid) A FMnalai; Sohani V 
Stow ari aatSudbiw'BMnvWtaodb i d U a . 
TlgmvwetkvcWwbeyivFMaflhBRL - 
MTERUNK EVRB88 WDLAND Al^ 
UANCe Sanaal V ChaMOHrr. Bkaewkh 

V SMnal; Bridexirth V Hataaowan HBri* 

KrqtpeWay victaria v Kbiga Norton: 


BottnanStMSeata. 

ARNOTT MtoRANCE NORTNEfM 
LEAGUE Fhst DMataK BMngham ‘bmi 
vJaMRocftwCansaUvMortttMaa- 
pattivEBdngMNarMamnvBodEB- 
no 1MaR:inv NeweasSa V ibHr Lea; 
Saahaffl Red Sfw V Guiabaamh; 9 Mmi 
vOgoh i South SWaldavainSiwn am- 
linia: SaekiBi V kenon. 

PRESS a JOURNAL HIGHLAND 
LEAGUE Bu ckl e Th au avB^Oty; Fort 
VWganvRasaitivgi 
mWUiQFF WISH LEAGUE Piwidar PL 
vlalMRArdivGMBnKQolarahevOiv- 
•adaia: GNmon V GStonvia; UtiMU V 
BaiyiMnK OmM 'Kwn V Rortadann 
TM DhiWoB; e B ^b V Canidc Ola- 
Wary v Bwigen Oungeam SwWs v 
Nm/ry: Lams V UiTBM^ Ud 
L£AGUEOF«ALES:B»ylMnvBM- 
m Caanoribn Iban V Caenwa 
(eQ; CenMian nan V Conwy RaQ: 
meas B^v GwRtiaa 039; Hergrtofd- 
waat v Mnt ’baoi (2301; Wawtown v 
V Wite od{ta9;PB ntMn MaBvimBrCa- 
MB>irCNdWRaB;naMi%wnv'TNS 
L hnaa ntftoldp3q;RhyltfAbeT^8aylh 

(2j9 

UMVBiSrTY MATCH; OxM v.Cain- 
bridgapsqfatAEi8ffrA9. 


Rugby League 
aLKOn -giAIAENCECUPSandaM; 
ShWiWdvswM ezAsi (WHaace^RM. 

Rugby Union 

aoim raai nnaatT 

renfraenra COUNTY CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP SaoMnMt: ConmeB V meuEsa- 
MjimWfladurd; \tarMe V ChaaHra 
gacKWOda tf. 

TETLET^ SrTTER CUP SamMtaMK 

Ncrtaraplm V SamBana (2t|; w^8 V 

Sal a im . 

ALLIED DUNBAR PREMIBISHIP ONE 
UBn^Unon^LoKloq Mah V EaEL 
nendanhip iWo; BbcWiaaft v Emar. 
LjndQnScoMahvMo80lBy;gnalvBBd- 
tod; WUeSaid V floiharti^ Waudoe V 
Fyida; VM mroapooi V OcMotty 
JEWSON NATIONAL LEAGUE ONB 

tsaaffiawBKaaa 

V SMuMiga. Tlae Senlb: HbM V 

■odfeHflyv Mammiie iMeegaot 

VWLSH CHALAJBilGE TRWHV IMfe 

ftaayprfdd v cewn (Sq |W Aaogprttg. 
W^NMIO^lSUtoEFMDM. 
M AbenBanr V SolOi MUas Fto 

ice; Dimm v Blaaniioa± ~ v 

iBsensmaoBtSHw DMtow 1A: 

V Mnonana: WM or Seeitoid V 
OarnDMaanlBcEMughmadaveo- 

j ^yK a taPlaW onz&MuBwBfai 
vlWaaidyftBston Lodge vPiaMBAB- 
SRjStettodgneSPvSelSicSfcw- 
wtt M^ff vGoidcBiaiAOiaMonaB; 
^v f3cnBilMa.a wMa i» >tv>Bi6KBJo^ 


Hockey 

XgUTH.WOERMAnOWALHOilEQii4P. 

TOURNAMENTS; Man 


i(Caidtfg 

w gaarssqum.iM ptmioniDtiwtt 

Wwmore w V Hanwsead & Waaoi*;- 

Ny; MM vnnay V Maktanhaad. 
Basketball 

■ftWNS (BDl 

ioehodrey 

y^MO SUpgag^TiUE I 


AknciiMBi;. 


m (^nyrarArenw 


AIB LEAGUE rest DMMon I 
MMia V Tbung Ihnaian _ 
iMWa; (toattiiton v Old BMuadaw- 
yiatkaw ey pa rr yu i i aa i iOldCr aa eantw 

rrfhamivntiriiiiarir ” 

V OokMi Saeoed 


O toGmed awvGwiatowgMaiaBwn 
Y.‘yg?"nK3tonlBi.v0ldMMaKSM>- 
dtrh VM V Dairy; UCC V WMareeB. 
cum lUTCNES! AkMay V OahM 

par-MoravKaynahea 


Speedw ay 

»JEDWWSMCUftO0«*,.a.„ 

™ji^LaauEcuP:a*„BSK 

Other sports 

<wNh*ia (i« 


tomorrow 

Football 

Cric ket 
Rugby League 

WWdew^DaiirtJwy 
Rugby Union 

Hockey 

(Prt*0; women “«» 

Bas ketba ll 

UDWeSSI LEAGUE; ■ 

«v srasK gU= tS2. 





«i;v 


; 1 . 


Spee dway 
Odier sports 

yW3;BAI*iW f) pBic -— - W 
gtotonitomS^ 

•hwg (lantaCk2LSS27*^^9w^ 





...^ 
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Gazza and Merson has ring of fantasy football 


A CUP fina^ the ongoing bat- 
tle jEbr proinofioii, the asival 
of another mtemational star, 
and ooe of our own soorii^ for 

England.^ just' an average 
week for Bern fons ISce me. 

OE, 1 es^gerate - but 
we Ve got used to boondog op 
and down between tf v is toig in 
recent j^eais. WbVe grown a^ 
custeaned to the noveSmg <- 
and pretty raind departure - 
of exotic tateils soch as Ra- 
vanelH, Emerson and Jiminbo. 
As a yoongster the An^o- 
'Scotddi Final (we beat 

Rilham over two legs) was xEiy 
idea of a cap final, lb- 
morrow's tt^ to Wembl^ 
makes it tbtee in a year. 

- Gazza's arrival, tbongl^ is 
spedd. UndmlcaUefiveyears 


FAN'S EYE 
VIEW 

• -NO 247 
MIDDLESBROUGH 
BY ■ 

: jAMES HELM 


sgo, w^re now in the inaiket 
for the game's n8ine& Last 
thne he pUyed in hfiddles- 
brovgh* ^ ^vas cazpeted 

with Mass tars. This time be'D 
be greeted \ntti ga^nds. Bar- . 
hies uzoss ‘Sesdde law toir 
sdssors pedsed to. petfoxm 
Gazza-ents for the area's 
yoiu^ men.. Otherz m^ be 
bvaci^ thdnsehaes for hte ar- 
rival too: qpoits hqi^ cGcdcs 


and focal jouroalsts for es- 
anqde. But Gazza in a Boro 
shirt at 'Wbmtdeir - what a 

tbnnght_ 

Some fans think we’ve 
^ladted. ont on an injuzy- 
joone liaUliiy who'll br^ us 
al{ the wrong headluies. T can 
see the point, but on purely 
^fort^gtounds fbe pahiiig of 
OascoigDe and Merson has the 
ring of football about 
ft. All it needs now is for Jun- 
iidio to- bop on a plane ftom 
Madnd and in to Ibesade 
Aixpoit.- 

if Gazza stOl ^jpem on the 
from pages as oto as Urn back 
then ftnl Merson has leamt to 
cemfioe bis activities to foot- 
ball It was a just reward that 
his goal be4«d England out of 


a hole in Switzerland this 
week. He's been a revelation 
- in a rod ahiit - die Jrainbo^ 
lire for this season, adda% 
'qjads and invention. He might 
have moved into RtnaqeUTs 
old bouse, bnt there the tin> 
xiarities ezid. Meison'Sknudt- 
led down, kept his moudi shut, 
^ven eveiytiting - and must 
now have a 1 ^ to the 'Wbrid 
Qjp to look forward to this 
year. 

It’s been a sttangie trans- 
formation for tile fa^ Once 
we pored over the bade pages 
for the tiniest mention of 
Boro. Now Bryan Robson's 
sde provides big news and 
high drama. Whidiever TV 
pnxiuoCT picked Sunderland as 
the sutgect for tfaePronier Azr* 


hb/u series mtzst be kickiag 
themselves. The much better 
tale of dreams, squabblh^ 
and ultimate disaster was hap- 
penit^ a few mfles down the 
A19. 

Last season rendered foot- 
biJl’s cUebes inadeqnate. It 
was a FoUer-coaster ride, and 
at the end of the day we were 
sick as parrots. This year, 
however, is threatening to 
push it close. 

A couple of weeks ^ I 
saw the'g^B at' QPR, dioit- 
iy after Boro’s scintillating 
win. oym*. Liverpool and Che 
derby triumph against Sun- 
derland. 9K:*d also lod to Ibr- 
est but there were few 
warnii^ agps of the miserabto, 
almda comical n^t at Lofius 


Road. Squeezed mto the away 
end, batT-time saw us four 
doM) and in a state of denial 
I stayed bn - and we lost 5-0. 

A couple more wins, the 
unfolding chaos up the 1X3^ in 
‘^neade, and the purchase of 
Gazza has helped put the 
^ning back inU> the step of 
Iforo's faitixftii. Now it's 
Chelsea again, and the 
prospem of reven^ for last 
year's FA Cup final. If we can 
keep them ont for 50 sec- 
onds, then who knows? Sure- 
ly we can't leave Wembley 
eoqrty-handed for 3 chhti time. 

Admitting allegiance to 
Boio last summer brotigbi a 
strange reaction: deep pi^ 
mbnd wiih side-spUtth^ hi- 
lari^. Hus year h might be (ffi*- 





Graham fumes 
over Kewell ban 


4nd, 


By Rupert Metaulf 


■cr4* 






'j 

L: 


THE Leeds United manager, 
Geor^ Graham, yesteid^ hit 
at the Australian footi)^ asso- 
ciation frv bong "absolute^ (Ss- 
graceful" in banning Harry 
Kewell from in Mon- 

day's Premiership fixture at 
WemHam. 

Graham pulled his yOXlDg 
striker out ^ the Australian 
Olympic squad's current three- 
game friendhf series with Brazil 
after be aggravated a groin m- 
jxny in the 5-0 win over Derby 
two weeks ago. The EUand 
Road manager thou^t that 
^ would be the end of the matter 
^ -but DOW Soccer Ansbalia has 
askeri 1%, wi>dd foolhall’s g()v- 
enimgbo^, to invoke its five- 


day rule to prevent the 19- 
yeai-old from lining op against 
tixcHammeis. 

Graham sakk *^11118 is an old 
prbUemitdsingitsbead^am. 
Hany had been canymg a grom 
injnry for some weeks vriuefa 
fiated op .agamst Z2etby. "Ws 
tocSt him off as a piecautiGD and 
we fliou^t be might be OK 
agam, witii treatment, fbr tbe 
trip to Wsst Ham. 

‘*nte Austrafian EA then 
got in touch with F!£a and they 
invidced a xnle styuxg that Hai- 
ry cannot pl^ the nezt League 
match £711^ whidi I dxhik B ab- 
solntefy xfisgraceftiL The' play- 
er is contracted to tz^.we are 
paying him financiaDy.l^s not 
ftie asspciatioDS payii^ xbejii^ 
ers' wages, it’s, the football 


Parkhead puzzle 
needs solution 


(7. is.-'iftilcp 
t* I ' 4- J'ra^r 




m 


. < 
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THE OBLHCheadcoacii, Wm, 
Janseu, put pen to pqxec y^ 
M . terd{y,biftfotlie(ontiaDingaii-.' 
9 gui^ of the Fadlieaii foitbEul, 
his sgnabue W3B on a statement 
rather dxan m eateuded ooniiact 
The Dutefamanis tersely 
worded press release washisQd^ 
coQKuemtm hft ooceitamfrmiro 
and didlittie to resolve itexcqsii 
to promise he win ibate a "di^ 
dedaon hi due course." ■ 

This game after Jansen,TO- 
vealed on Mondiy tixat in his 
current tiixee-year contract he 
has a clause vrixich aDows him 
to leave in tbie summer and is 
^fstiO tixxukmg" about his {dans. 

Other than xefteiating his 
"disappointed" stance lard- 
ing Jansen making a piivaro 
' coutractual agreement public 
^knowledge, Celtic's gener^ 
manager, Jodc Biowd, was m his 
most reticent, deflecting every 
questkm about Jansen. . 

Brown insistied he believed 
it "not in die dub’s intexest^ to 
react to Jansen’s latest state- 
ment, only: has 

said it aU. We now want this 
matterto TesL" 

In what reseoxbled an affi- 


Sporting Digest 


Mackenzie 
expects fierce 
title challenge 

Motorcycling 

NlAiLMacKENZIEbqgiiistiis 
atten^xt at a bat-tcick of Bciti^ 
Superldke tides tomorrow in 
Oi the opening roxmd at Brands 
Hatdt ftgtiwst a posse of dial- 
fcogessvfoowxHpiishtbeJfri*®'" 
ddScottothelimiL , . 
Afoekenzie oontinixes with 
Cwibxliy*s Boost Yamaha 
team for a third seastm and 

dxov^ confident, admitted. "It 

does not gpt any eader - this wxD 

.be a hard year because the 

... i.._..iMiehm IS 


iuqnoving all of the tune.' 

Steve Hislop. a tonoa 
champto pairs up 
Matkeozie to gjve Tftflnaha a 
fonddable starting line-xq> for 
the 24-race series. But the 
positfoa - ranging fro® ^ 
Red Bun Ducati pair « 
Reynolds and Sean Emmett to 
Suzuki's Tbny Rymer and 
James Haydon plus me 

^wasaki-mounted 

ffaqAersonandOais^^®*^ 
last year's numer-up m me 
title race - b strong ^ 


sutewiBbedntheyamahapair, 


davit, Janseh'ii^^ed sJiate- 
ment read: 1 am cEsafqx^ted 

in the w^ tiiat infonnatioq le- 
ganfing nqr contract has sq>- 
peai^ m the media. . . 

want to make ft dear I 
have had no part in tills and at 
no time has the i^e bemt 
about mon^. 

• . ."The nsaseni I^>oke out on 
.Monday is tiiat I wanted the 
troth, to be knovro. 1 asked for 
a daose in contract that 
would eadMe myself ^ Celtic 
. to review the situation after my 
ffc8^settQD: 

"1 have bad some discusdims 
with the this week and 
these van omtiDue in the com- 
ing weeb There is no V^iil 1 
deacBme- 1 want to assure every- 
one that ! fully mrend to be at 
Celtic at least xmtfl the end of 
the season. As for the future 1 
vrin make a dear dedaoo in (hie 
eonne. 1 have Qotimg further 
to say.on tixis matter" . 

T^ turmoil at the dub is 
such that even today’s top v 
second matth. a^irist Hearts 
at Parkhead. has become 
overshadowed . Third-placed 
Ranghiaaie'at Dimfexnfline: 


BtokalM 

NBA: CkMiMd Vlbnrto to Giarfolto M 

MhMKMSa IWtand 106 Wncouw lOe; 

eoUBnSMisesMHwat 

MBTS BinOPBIXN'CtlP QMrtMnte' 

HBondlw.caKAMbBeQwTrnrtonBU- 

Crideet ■ 

LeicestenMe hM amomeed an an- 

nual profit of fflore than &33CQ0; 

daspiialO8ing2,250countychans)l- 

onsNpoMR-orZZdaw-andror- 
reepcaiclr^ ramnua to Dad waathar 

last sooB on. The 1996 county ctiain- 

ittosa IBaat profit is StfoOOto 
on m u imiB W fc ifoBa oa aQt\haMabkf 

out CatpO 0 thdr axtra morw on 

a new drahage aystani at Grace 

Road to prayant arv nSKfoes fbtue 

(Sanjptton ty r^ 

nraviiatorefatoiioipeyeatwgiaP: 

u Inrfiiad evera loumamant next 

ftKxith. h an isiusual Tnowa, Ngu 

leenagwtilwdBddbgtoiaatm^ 
toe loSiwnant fdowlng a gnieftig 

jimmir l - 

secONDTGBT (toMeWdiiawM dw). 
SMLMtaiwMaM 

SfBUraa-fliaftoBlBBa^ . „ 

STJtowuiyacBaacherhMn 

M S/mtOi lui out 

R s Whanaim'not eut...~— 

p A « Sine Adams bMH-.;- 

•A Ranatunra not --M 

BttH fiBbrwi rM ......I --IT 

TMUefrASeawi^ • 

toMHPTfiSnBnAlBSKUuiM 

DNTZbs(BaKRP^eal«nara.GPWcfc- 

rBwBhSraMliaaawiMn. 

p”ASra1M^MNMll5»44«W 

jGrtoli4.i-7« 

soUT«AHao*iGjai^ayj.udbfliv 

TOim MMUH tcapa . jM: 

to; WMwn PimlnM 
iMonaania,. 


dubsL It's time tire associadoas 
and the .dubs had a better re- 
lationshq) and undeistandiiig. 

"The boy wants to play for 
Leeds, but they are stopf^ 
him from woiltiDg. Th^ are 
preventing a player from doing 
ajabofwp^” 

if AFC Bounxemouth win 
the Auto 'Windscreens Shidd 
when they play Grundy Town . 
at Wembl^ on 19 April, they 
want to {day iu Europe next sea- 
son. The Second Division club 
are to ask tbe Football Assod- 
ation if they can compete in the 
IntoiTbto Cxqx. Tf Sm Marino 
can play in the World Cup, and 
Bany Ibwn in the Ueia Oip, I 
don't see iriiy Bomnemouth 
cant play in the InterTbto,'’ 
tiieft diainnan, lievx)r Tli^ikins, 
ssud yesterday. 

The Hun City chairman, 
David Uc^d, has threateiied to 
end his foodiiig of ibe stcug^Dig 
Thhd Diridon dub but there 
was better news for Buml^. 
The Hirf Moor club’s dircctois 
have agreed to a£l^ takeover 
offer ftbm S^ddeton, a 

businessman and .life-long ' 
Bxinil^ fan vfoo is sqiport^ by 
five bankers. 

Wafvedai n p ton ^ihadeieis 
have added David Couxiony to 
draft stock c^strikecs. They 
isteied the 20-year-old R^ub- 
lic t^lrehtnd interpational jiist 
prior to Thursday's transfer 
.deadline. 

The former Watford for- 
ward, who has initially been 
sigued on loan from the Dutch 
dub, F^enoord, has agreed a 
four-year contract with the nrst 
l^vision tide. A fee of £400 JXX) 
has been agreed. '"Wbeo a dtxb 
like Wdves come in for you, you 
don't baiig. around," Conn^ 
said. He should be eligible for 
the FA Cup semi-final gainst 
Arsenal a week tomorrow. 

Fife’s general secretary, 
Sepp Blatter, y esterday con- 
firmed that he. will be a candi- 
date ton^^ace JotoHavdaqge 
as piesix^L The only other 
candidate for .the post is l^en- 
nart Jdiansson, tbe pretident of 
Uefe, European football's nil-, 
ing body. The election will be 
in Paris on S June. 



Club V country: Leeds’ Harry Kewell is the cause of tihe latest efispute Photograph: Empics 

Forest are out for revenge 


Wadnes^^thelS. 

Italan striker Rrancesco (SuviKjdSeiXtobtRQiopmnfEiRpeai 


Football 
Sheffield Wadneedew dywd the 
veeLpdd Italan striker Rrancesco 
SMwMfromGenoaanafreetrane- 

isr on Thurad^ He was out or con- 

tract at the Seito B cU) and has 
ageed a ftop yaar deal at WsboA 

outii- ■ • 

Evertoo boaXthotranstar dondlno to 

tiir Chestark Matt McKay The 17- 

yea^eld midfielder has aiffted a five- 

year deal tor a lee whiah coiid Has 

to ETSqooo d^iencfin o on appear- 

ancea 

The Halan Sada A dub Lazk) have re- 

portodly dgned the i9-yeaMld VXi- 

godav ftiternafionat iredfialdar 

^viowle fvE63m from Red StarB^ 

grade 

HAJOfl LGABUESOCeSt MuWn^ 

iitatoBayiiiiuflivQ. 

•muR towrsurrBBBUxreueie Un- 

tend 3 (Cooper^ WDoekme M 
.Dttenraw eg 9q Ranee a UM|et Sue- 
SB Coufiy Leim Jafn. CTHan Ciw 
eeuiUa w fe Ltngiey Spent 0 PetAfcf 1 


vlaieni Bivscbughe Gtoesop North Bxt 

. lApeiilnaunnceCaaitilnaHenFMD^ 

vMen: ' Nerwfch Z lpawtcti Z Duleh 

leegaw Heenmseni UtraUttA 

Golf 

Warren Bennett and fWier, 

two long-httBw profesdonals, won 

.the Sunv^ldBle FotBsomes ya6tB^ 

with a convlnchg 4 and 3 vic- 

tory over the amateurs nchwtl 
Hoatixk«on and Phifo Carr h tha fi- 

nal over the Bumitodalo Old Couisa 
BernettandnshecDothfbpiiBrEng- 

Mh kitemaiidnaie^ vMre flee ip at the 

turn and, thoiA thdr oipponentg 

vnn three ma next-fbur holas, 

thare was never arty reel doubt 

about file outcome. Hodgkiraon 

and Carr had played wiceptfonally 
wd in the morrkig sanMnab to beat 
the Europewi ibir- profesdonai 

.BsoerChapmanandtheKantCoifi- 

ty ptayer Ken WB 3 and 2 but they 
-corad not repiDdJce the same fonn 
fri the af ternoon 


THE First Division leaders 
Nottin^iam Forest have a score 
to settie vrith pramotibn rivals 
Charlum today ^ Dave Bas- 
settfs tide sufie^ a 4-1 HA Oq) 
defeat on their last visit to The 
'S^ey in January. 

"That was a teniUe day for 
us all" Dave Beasani the 
Forest goalkeeper, said, "but it 
was a game played in terrible 
conditions when we bad a lot of 
injuries. 

"I think youTl see the real 
Mnitfngham Forest this tune." 

. Siindedandcandimbtixive 
MidcQesbroi^ biz^ with the 
Coca-Cola Cup fin^ at Wem- 
Uey lomonm and xDto tbe sec- 
ond automatic jxomotjon place 
ty beating Bury at home. 

Joe Royle, the Manchester 
City manager, has defended 
bis dec^n to leave Georgia 
Kinkladze out for their crucial 


suMONOoMn rauBSOfies 


landKI 


M-fiSandS 


CaiT4anda 
NABISOO DINAH SHORE LPGATOtm- 

NMItolT nWKfW MfeagiL cam) lM*ig 

Unit miinrt irmn piff imlnni jUitori) " Utl 

PHiA,RHaaMttaMltaittaB8SWn- 

hiaB(LNaunann@«A70DCo»Uarws' 
fBara H Dobson (C@n?A<MU(xi fSuA 
J CiWter (AuBl 71 KWetab B Bwtea 

G Graham (Cam t-HBiMay (Sa N Lmz. 
D Andraws. 72 RFVaa T RoSh& 

P Shoetan 6 Mifcta, M SpanctiyOBirfiv K 

SaU. U H8^ SetoUift » K KteM 

74 C Uca&i (Sm 78 A Mcholaa (G^ 
Jdnaea (6^ LDMas (G^ C Matthew 
7B A SerenUam (9iSi4 

loe hockey 

NHk Boamne nsadabMeCeratoANY 


2: svywf^ 2; New Janav 2 

OotoiSB ft BufWo 5 WncoiMr 2; Swi Joae 
SLosAngMseZ 

Rugby League 

Okham hare aktod tbs former Brad- 

toed Bifia fiveequaner nchard Dbi 1 (- 

99 bn a shorMerm ccntiact to 31 

Decentoec Dariras, 28, formerly with 

fUderofieU and Oswebrav becomas 

theflfii Bradbd pl^wtoltothenaw- 
fyfbrmeddrai 

AUSTRALIANNffnONALlBAGtlBiAds- 

fato ro (krterbury SO; SabNiri B Uaniy 

4: AucMuid 25 Sydnsy C9]t H 

Rugby UniOR 

SUPER itoAucktand 31 Carttartwiyai 

HONG NONG SEVBB Pool A: SoUi AHcb 

S2TiraM7;&to3aNa9«rands&Pwl 

' B: Ranea 54 ataMa 7: Camda 40 ZhK 

bObwe a Pool 6t IWMn D: Aia^ 

n 33 Papua New orawe 12. Pm) D; 
WMamSamoaflSCMnBOilbrtraSaMo- 
.iDcco a Pool B Hph&iIukI OBngapbra 

a; Beuih NUM ID uraaa straw & Amr 

/Vabaia 50 an carta 0; Hong Kono 38 

Japan 7. 

.Snooker 

.BOISON A HEDfiBBTRSK lUSTERS 

{iGf.eo)gMaf^Oiraiiw»ftiMa‘KDci>ieny 


tr^ to Bradfojid. "He bas not 
been right in himself for a 
while,'’ he said. "Anyone who 
saw his performance at Port 
rectolly wtD reafise there’s 
a lot of pressure on the young 
man at the moment." 

H/s Ipswich counterpart, 
George Burley, has an entirely 
difierent wony - complacency. 
He is worried that bis tide’s 15- 
mateh unbeaten run, which bas 
carried them into the play-off 
zone, couid be under threat 
from bottom-placed Reading. 

The former Celtic manager 
Tbmnjy Bums will take charge 
of toe Royals for toe first time 
at Poiunan Road and Burley 
said: "Reading have a new man- 
ager and their players will be 
keen to impress. 

"They're desperate for 
points and will be scrapping for 
eveiything,'' 


(M U F OSHwi (bfi 6-1 ; R OSuMvBn (Engf 

bt 8 HenWy (SCO) 6-a 

Speedviray 

STAR CUP: Ipswich 56 PoolB 33 

Squatii 

WOHENra WORLD GRAND PRDt 
ghsda, Eo) SaaMbwIk: 8 RtoGereld 
let S (Eh) 9C 9-7 86; M 
I (Aus) tPt L Mu (£a) 94 96 9-1 

Swimming 

WORLD CUP SHORTCOURSE UEET- 

INGjAmpSito im MBt SDm bacfcstnta: 

1 S-niraraw^ ateassc; 2T Kato (eras) 

ai«9; 3 M wrash (Aira aSB aom kvWiriK 

1 LVIsmnn)21toj2APopovfRiira2UV: 

3 C Pydier (AUA 22.42. loom bnesMekw 

1 P Innlrmiii (8 «b) 5W6; 2 M vmmacka 

(Bsd Vnin oasssae 3 a Komeew (Rl^ 

im3a.ioombuttaiiKijHcknm(m 

5220; 2 D Sinittov (Cm S23I ; 3 M KRn 

(iVjst S2sa 200m baraatrokK 1 S Hal- 

gaBd>(Ga) i:5a06;2Yamii (la) 1:57BK 

3 EMBriraW 1:5631 200m ftWStifiKfC 

^dar (Au^ 1:4629: z I Koleda ~ 

1M6|57; 3 M Rosotoo (to 1:4773 
froaa^ 1 E BrambBa (It) 7.4603; 2 J 
Camtanarai (Den) 7:4634; 3 1 Wbon (G8) 
imlirthiMcnMSMl MWtau- 


Burns signed seven pliers 
before Thursday's transfer 
deadline and he is set to make 
a number of changes. 

llevor Francis believes his 
Bumingham side can makF toe 
play-offs despite taking just 
two points from their la^ three 
games. The Biues fees their 
West Midlands rivals West 
Brom at St Andrew’s and Han- 
cis has bad some tough words 
with his squad. ‘T have actually 
said to them that if there is ary- 
b04^ in this group who doesn’t 
think that we can get into the 
play-offs tell me now and they 
can see out the season in the 
reserves," he said. 

Deadline-day loan signing 
Eddie McGoldr^ wffl make his 
Stockport debut against Crewe 
at Edgeley Bark b^use their 
new ScoUmd B international 
Martin McIntosh, is subtended. 


UPTON CHAimONSHfPS (K 0 |r Sto- 

cw pie, FM) Man’s abiaiaa, anirtaMI- 

mlK A Ag^ (US) bt J iBram (Uti 64 
63; A Cone^ jSpI bt S CranfM (Uto 6- 
3 6-1 Wbimn wigfn. aunHlnMa: v 

Wirams (US) bl M Hito (Swit) 53 5-7 6-2: 

AKounisw (Ri^ bt/raanelHEVIcane ^ 

346-1 66 

HASSAN II ATP TOURNAMENT 
(CanUrawa, Uoi) Mnslaa, mwteNIntf: 
A Geudeiei (to U J A Maiti |5 p) 6-7 74 62. 
GtROBANK TOUR (Wbraq Man’b ■dtfw, 
quariar4nalK P Hand (Beils) bt R Au- 
er (bora^ 64 64; N Wedd (HaiinpraWe) 
W S Ainev (OeieyraWto 6-1 frl; A Foster 
StareibtWHaitiwt(Mitt4rS64;6Hen- 
dBnM(Vbiie)b(CEefeiMndsen(Lania)7- 

5 6-t SamMimla: Warad bt Hand 63 6« 

FoBlBrht l l c nd oni on6464 WOmen’erti^ 

glea, qu8rtii4nraa: A Janes (BmM bi M 

EbAm (lbs) 84 82: c Sara bt J 

Keene (WsTwlGla) 6-4 64; ti Coombs 
" IbtCHwwaen (Lawra 636-1; EJalh 
him bi L HerosR (Herra) 54 6-t 

ale; Janes bi Seal 6-1 63: Jetra M 

Coombs 93 63 6-t 


da (Neiti) 1 :S687; 3 M Dim (Aus) 1 SETS; 

3Het(man1gaB7.woareifc scan breast 


: 1 htoi MB fCiO 3191 : 2 T Sban (Pen) 

StSS; 3 S QwasGti (Gse) 320& fiOm bul- 

tarliy: 1 1 Oe Elfin (Nfov 28B1 (Ekinpean 

nwanS; 2 A Rasbrs (Nrab) 2ZSS; a K Jssae 

~ |2775Ll00mbactairake:1SVN«r 

I inQ23; 2 S Pm (GB) ItoOSI: 3 H 

nia(Braa)1.CiS7.W0mlwra iwr 

1 Vaher S472 2 8 ffyan (AuB) C 

M (Cftssea aoom b mi aiiVrt iB i 1 6 Be- 

cue (M 2:2838: 2 T Stoan (Can) 22X55; 
3 F Bbcie (M 2:2X38 biilMr1))M M 

Jacobsen (Den) r 



eni 

h Bodanafa Bomb horns tow? to 

Swadan PiDcaadsWoRi the match are 

to go to Borgb fuid for premising 

yorauatIMee. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

71 

The Womenh CiickBt As- 
sociation wn be wound up 
after 71 years if a vote at 
torrtcxrowh Extraortfinary 
G^teraf Meeting of the 
WCA at Edgbaston pro- 
duces a tWD-thIrds ma- 
jority for dissolution and a 
merger wiftt the England 
and VAiles Cricket Board. 
Amalgamation is the 
fevoured option of the 
WCA directorate. 


SIDELINES 

Crossing the great 
north-south divide 



THE 

ex-files 


A dastic Dortb4onto COD* 
frontation the Cocfi- 
CDla Cnp final between 
Mkk&esbrou^ aixl Cl>el- 

be fijigivtm a sense of divWed kiyafties over lomo^ 

matdi at Wembley. . . ik-nn#. 

NealwaslhefiistofKcn Bates 

he inberited on takmg over at Stamfori ® ■; 

and arguably the best He westtbacktoBoio,wheretehad 

been inSm for the prevkras four years, to tecnull^iTen 

Wbod and Tbny McAndrew. the latter Jeavmg Teesside in 

his teslinxmial season and inspiriog Cbdsea to pKMDoaon 

before returning two years la^. 

Andy Tbwnscnd, who cost Boro £500,000 last Septem- 
ber and Chelsea £l-2m in 1990, embodies ‘I** 
m this year's SnaL But tbe Republic of Ireland midfielder 

went to the Rivciside Stadium via Villa Farfc toe tati 

between the dubs prior to Neal's raid took Geoff Butler 
south for£60J)00in 1967.The ftiU-bacIt stayed just four 
months befrae relocating to Sunderland, 

One of Boro's aa-time gresus, the Expand defender 

George Hardwick, guested for Chelsea in two wartime Cup 

finale rriiiie with RAF Bomber Command The London 
club's manager tocD was Billy BineU, captain at Ayresome 
Kirk during tbe promotion campaign of 1926-27. Fbur sea- 
sons earticr, Andy Wilson left B(Ho for the Blues a record 

£6,500 in November. He still ended up top sc»rcr for both 
di^ as ih^ were relegated together. 


Ten things 
that 
Boro’s 
Slovakian 
Vladimir 
Kinder 
might be 
missing 
today 


1 SADlran^rtforhap- 
py journeys. The main bus 
compare, Slovenska Au- 
lom^ilova Doprava, is 
cheap and cheeifixL 

2 Bratislava's Neodasskal 
Primate's Palace, with its 
3001b cast-iron cardinal’s 
hat. Teesside's newest 
valuable lump of dense 
matter is said to be almost 
as popular this week. 

3 The main SNP monu- 
ment. Not a politically 
converted Paul Gas- 
coigne, bnt the bridge of 
the SlovaJdan National 
Uprising. 

4 Parek - dubious look- 
iug giant sausages. 



5 The national (fish, biyn- 
dzovc haliisl^. A Idod of 
macaroni cheese. 

6 Home-brew brandies. 

7 Bratislava’s dock mu- 
seum. A good place for a 
wind-up, apparently. 

8 SeSng in the 'fetias. 

9 Kotice, tbe (nsmopeditan 
border town which attracts 
Hin^aimns and undereiD' 
ployed Romanies. Mid- 
dleti^rough only attracts 
footballeis hungry for ca- 
reer boosts and underem- 
plc^ed Rangers’ players. 

10 The peculiar cultural 
biend of the Slovalnan peo- 
ple. He’D fod at beme (day- 
mgCheisea icxDOirow. 



NAME OF THE GAME 

No 28: THE SADDLERS 


Walsall’s nickname came about because of the town’s 
historical reputation as a major centre for tbe leather 
indiutry. The town centre stDl has a number of shops 
spedalising in leather goods. 




THIS WEEK 


On 28 March 1987, Blackburn Rovers of toe Second Di- 
vraton came to London and defeated First Division Chari- 
ton 1-0 to win the that weekend’s big cup final . the Full 
Members’ Cup final. 

The match was wion thanks to the efforts of a 21-year 
old Scottish centre-half, signed three weeks previousb' and 
pressed into action as an experimental striker for tbe maicb 
The experiment worked, as Oolin Hendry drove home what 
was bailed as "a spectacular 86tb-niinute wiimer." 

On the same day, Luton beat Tbnenham 3-1 to move 
third in toe Fust Div^on, whfle struggling Newcastle beat 
Southampton 2r0, to take their unbeaten speH to four games. 

THIS WEEK’S TRANSFERS 

CMtbno Sart Ibrino to Souttrainp- 

len; Eroarson Banflca (Poi) to 

Shetfleid WWnasdiv: Chris WDctor 
_ ■ ^ _ Bradtoid Chy to SheHwd Unt; ion 

Pau( Gascoigm Rangm to Mid- etahep west Han to Monchootor 

B,ppa SMS; SfSsrSSSSESSSiS 

);lar6BoWnenBladtbijnto - * 

ClASnA; San Curcie Aston 

vmtt&ystaintua (nn);VInnto 
Joma vVMiedm to am PtoCtoOQ); 

PhiRppa Clamiit Oenk (BeQ to 

Coc^ (Eeza0O(9: Eddie Ukuids 

BrtblORi City to Chatton eESSODOOD: 

Paul Robina on and Jamea Cop- 

Naweasile 


Transit 

five aariahra cr (tfMfitobsad Aes 


to Ptymbuih; 

Scxarerruaxi to Marat esynn Hurst 

Brtay to Ayr JtOan Atataid Chesnr 

to DutdaeUtd: Wn JenktiiB Chestor 

to Dundee Utci: Jarmy (3en CM- 


nen fit to Cohheraar; fiW 
Hong Kong fit to Leyton Ortam. 


to 

liiamock to Reading 
Shaun Gealar Bristol Oty to Mah- 

GhestarCity^tlXinoOi.-StowClar- 

Mgs Lraearaar to VMvee (ESSQOOCO: 

Ian Hamfiton WBA to ShetfleU Utd 

£325000); ChrisUan Edwards 

Sww ne aa to Notttnoham Rorast 

flriTSOOffi: Andy Hughea GIdham to 

Nods County C600OQ): Stuart (Siay 

CeUe to Readhg {eiOQpOQ: Robbia 

Statar Southampton to mdves 

fClOQOOCt; Para Brayaon NaMoastle 

to Reedno CTOODOO): NeB Gngo- 
nJpOfulGh to Cotchaatar (£50^: 
inc9 Cwm Mam to Btod^ 
XSQOOQ: Jiaiiiy Ciawfeid Non- 

casae to fiftoitrio XSOjociOMtebert 

Flaek Norwich to Ftoadiw ksoooei: 

Siuart Bartow Oktram to Wigwi 

((i450OG||: Soott HDwia IMhenia to 

■ l;ll«Harrt8Cam- 

iMml|C30|OOQ);Stu- 

WMan-8i,^Mare to 
Sheffield Wednesday (EZODOO): 
Ktaren Oiatan Stocl^ to MBe- 

dBraUd (Cnooct; IM MIM Cm- 
tel Palace to Wolves: Man MM 
Chesiar to Evarton; John Stieke 

Coverary » Bchon; Jofui fioatar 

Maneheaar aty to CaMs; Gaetano 

G lBBa n aa Nantss (1^ to Botton; 
RBi i c araio Saneui Genoa (U to 
Sheliieid weraiesday; Jonattnan 

Graanlng 'TOrk to Manchsatar utd; 

jehann Gudmundsam Ksflavlc 

(lee) to wetioRl; Ua Helagrowe 

to W^tombe; Scott Par- 

tri^ Cartm to Dw^ray; Mrawal 

P^NeaeCerauyto 


K9 Loans 


David ContoSy RMnooRl (Netti) 

Wbhies; Rory Allan ibttenham to L 


to 

Ui- 


;Roiy Allan 

ton; PMw Beagife Bradford City to 

Brartwi; Peter Baardslay Baton to 

RBiani; Matthew Beewan Port vtrae 

to Bamec DavM Brown Manchester 

Utd to Hcd; Jonathan Croaa (Wax- 

ham to Tiwvners; Jidan Darby Pre- 

ston to Rotherham; Neale Perm 
Ibttaniwni to Norwich; AsMay FIcfc- 

nng Grtnsby to Darflngton; John 

Ftontgan NenkirtBm Porast to Un- 

eoai; Mark (Sayw Crewe to Luton; 

NaB Haenoy htenrhoraer to 

Charitoni ROD HugfiBS Aston Vlab 


Reaiftn(B30ID0Q: 

bridge^toMw 
art Thmes Wbeio 


taddy KeBy Nawcanle to 

Readnn Ray Kaiiy Manchester Ctty 

to Wre w i a m; Stave aacAnespleRi- 

hem to Bradtai ci City: Sean m» 

tethy Okhem to Brtatol City: Eddie 

aicGoldrfck Mancheam City lo 

Stodtoort John Muffin Sraideriend 

to Burnlay; Itob Newman Itorwicn to 

MMDaridNraaaMiwraitoBrenl- 

torft.lasen Roberts Wolves to Bris- 

tol City: Nan Ruddock Uverttool to 
(VR: Hatthaw Rusaafi Scarbor- 

a(«h to OotiBBeter; Lea Sealay VMsra 

Hem to BtXfi Lea Sbmett Oktim 

toBmtoid^ BoblhyierWBAtt 

Bolton; Scott 'B^ Bettcn to Bbdc- 
p^; Scott Thomas Mancheeter 

^to Bi lafto u GiaamalbBBlnaen 

Manchasira Utd to Mwal; Merit «W- 
ton OBtogham to Norwiidi; Steve 

VMbodi Stole to PlyiKuih Aigyle: Gl- 

" rtPaenothahawteWasattNeil 

I Mbat Nam to OordBStec 




ConlribtMfZ‘Ph3 Stmt I^Haals,Pau/ /Newman 
Aeadara’ coirtrSwtfons wMeoime. Sand to tictoffnas, 
TTieJMeperxilent 7 Canada Sguere, Canary Wharf, 
s^rnaff address; apDrf & (MaDenefBRLeoiJk 


OasK, 
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24/COCA-COLA CUP FINAL 
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Gascoigne’s presence lends ftnal 



®y®l«rinMoorfl 

Corg spofident 

^CBCY old Football League. A few 
months their flagship cup com- 
petitioa seemed Hasdned to follow 
teiracing, lace-up footballs and 
loDidceib^er shorts into the histo- 
ry books. CJefa, the governing bocfy 
of Eun^wanftxnhall, bad taken aw^ 
the reward of a cup place and lead- 
iqg IVeimeiship teams were fielding 
Dcar-reserve sides as a result and 
ta lking of winding up the competi- 
tion altogether. 

Yet tomorrow, as a result of hard 
political bargaining by the League’s 
leaders, and sheer good fortune, 
the Coca-Cola Cup final will attract 
more attention than for several years. 

'the prime reason is. of course, 
Gascoigne. WW he piay, and wili he 
this time leave Wembley in s^ 
rather than on a stretcher? But there 
are other inniguiDg questkuBL Will Gi- 
anluca Vialli lift a trophy just a oite 
month into management? Or will 
Middlesbrough, in their third suc- 
cessive final, finally gain their first ma- 
jor honour after 122yeais of trying. 

A European bow also beckons. 


and Boro get a Uefa Cup place 
by l^ghL Lose and tfa^can still quaN 
ify if Chelsea win (he European Cup- 
Winners’ Cup as the Londoners 
would be defendix^ tbm next season. 
The one thing we can be relaUvehi 

sure of is that it wQl be a better 
than the FA Cup final between the 
two sides. Tlien Chelsea went ahead 
when Robeno Di Matteo scored af- 
ter just 43 seconds and their victo- 
ry, confirmed through a second-half 
Eddie Newton goat was far more 
comfortable than the 24) scoicline 
suggested. 

Few would have predicted that 
die same two teams would not only 
return for the next Wbmbley finaC 
but that Biyan Robson would be the 
surviving manager. His Middles- 
brough side may now may now be in 
the Nationwide League but they are 
a far more competitive side than last 
May when they were low on bodies 
and confidence. 

Though they have lost Jucnnho, 
Fabiizio Ravanelli and Emerson, 
Boro now have a better^ialanoed 
squad. Last May Bryan Robson had 
to play Ravanelli at Wembley though 
he was not fit but now, even with four 
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players induding Aiun Annstrong 
cup^ied, the Boio manager's proUem 
is the enviable one of Mk) to leave out. 
He has used 24 pf^ts in the com- 
petitioa and now has HamOloa Ricard 
and Gascoigne available. 


Gascoigne is likely to start on the 
bench, but the Colombian may part- 
ner Marco Branca in attack. With 
Robbie Mustoe recovered from back 
trouble Gianluca Festa is likely to 
play at the back if Ik passes a test 


on his calf strain. Hie biggest relief ' 
is Mark Schwatzer's tecoveiy from 
a thigh strain, the onfy other elig^ 
ble goalkeeper being Peter Shihon, 
now 48 years old. 

‘Tast season the lads were just 


bapiv to get to WemU^,” said 
RobstMW |*but this time there is a 
much different appro^. -They 
want to win and believe they can, 
they arerinore.confi'dent of their 
own ability.” 

. ft ianliiffg V iatli h«is ft awnflar 8e- 

lection difficulty to Rt^jBon with the 
added dmensiai of h&own positioa 
to be ooD^doed. ”AU 1 am interested 
in is seeing Qidsea the cup,” be 
said, ‘Vhetii^ rm be^ or 
invdved in the game^ I still care 
about ntyself as a playt^but now I . 

am manager and nty deckioD will be 

entirely about tt^iat is best for the 
team. I will lead the team ootbut rm 
not saying whether I will Ik in a suit 
or nty football strip.” . 

The latter is more prtrftable as 
ViftDi, wtm vraisgiven a token two min- 
utes tty Ruud Gullit in May, is ZQs^ 
to at least be.on the bemch. One sus- 
pects he will pbty whh hsoselL Zola 
andmtherMaikHu^iesorlbreAn- 
dre Ffo m attack though this runs die 
risk of leaving-the midfiield light in 
numbeis.Anallietnadveistopl^Ed- 
dfe Newton m mxffidd to pick tq) fhul 
Meiaon. newty recalled fay England 
and a ddkfirood Qielsea.fen. The real ' 


problem area is at the back where 
Chelsea’ will inevitably have mo- 
ments of indecision even if Graeme 
Le recovers fixnn his ankle in- 
jury; If Metson or Gascoigne can tate 

advant^ Branca could up^age his 
betfep-lmdnim comp^riots. 

VMi may be fortunate to have 
lepbced GtiQh with Oiebea only one 
match ^ Wembleybut dial gam^ 
the 3-1 semi-final second-leg, win 

over Arsenal at Stamftmi Bnd^ has 
been tlKir onfy convindagwin'in the 
oempetitioDu Of the previous four lies 

they had drawn two and lost one, 

. twice going through on penalties and 

once in extra time. They have alro 
had a constantly eban^ng side, in 

dwse four matches GuDit used 26 dif- 

feTeat.pktyers. 

Boro have won six of their seven 
ties but form aili count for little. A® 
with most games involving Chelsea 
the result will probaHy be settled by 
their own perfonnancc. If they play 
to potential they will win, but if not 
Boro are very capable of punishu^ 
thani- "^e destiny of the 38ih Cora- 
Oo ta Qip thus bangs <m NfialHs 
. and motivational 

ability. 


Italian hitmen set for Wembley reunion 



Marco Branca used 
to piay alongside 
Vialli, but is planning 
to ruin his big day. 
Simon Turnbull on 
the new Boro hero 


MIDDLESBROUGH never 
has been the best of places for 
the football sons of I^y. It was 
at the late Awesome Phrk that 
North Korea inflicted the defeat 
which sent the World Cup 
Azairri of 1966 home to a bom- 
bardment by tomatoes at 
Genoa airport Then, of course, 
there was fa penna bianca. 

Ibesside was tickled at first 
by the White Feather. Thrice on 
his debut day against Liveipooi 
at the start of last season Ihb- 
rizio Ravanelli performed his 
trademark goal celebration. 
But the man fiom Ferula could 
not pull the wool > or the syn- 
thetic fibres - over the eyes of 
(be Riverside crowd for long. 

He might have been rather 
fond of throwing the arrows on 
the oche of his local, the King's 
Head in Hutton Rudby, but it 
became clear through the 
course of last season that Ra- 
vanelli simpty wanted to take his 
Middlesbrough money and run. 

He wrote bis name in the 
dub history books inth the 
goal that would have beaten 
Leicester City in the Coca Cola 
Cup final a year ago, had Emfle 
Heskey. “Bruno'* to the FUbert 
Street faithful not delivered an 
equalising punchline deep into 
extra time. 

Ravanelli remains the one 
and only player to have scored 
a goal for Middlesbrough at 
Wembley. He is, though, re- 
membered at the Riverside 
more for the dressing-room 
unrest be caused as Boro strove 
in vain to preserve their Pre- 
miership status anil then re- 
turned to thclwin Towers as HA. 
Cup final fodder fur Chelsea. 

Middlesbrough are back at 
Wembley tomorrow, to face 
Chelsea in this season's Coca- 
Cola Cup final and once again 
they have an Italian in Iheir van- 
guard. 

Marco Branca has been a 
Boro boy for just five weeks, a 
£1.3m signing from Ln- 
tcrnazionale. Already, though, 
he seems more settled on 
Teessidc than his attacking pre- 
decessor ever was, Conducting 
a conference in passable if halt- 
ing Pngiish at Middlesbrough's 
press day on Thursday after- 
noon, Branca certainly cut a 
strikingly different figure to 
Ravanelli, who never even both- 
ered to grasp the rudiments of 
the language. 

He formed a bright double 
act with the Italian who has 
been the most conspicuous suc- 
cess of Bryan Robson’s ovciacK 
recruitment drive to date. Gi- 
anluca Festa. a stable influ- 
ence in Middlesbrough's 
defence and in the dressing- 




Breaking the mould: After the RaveneDi debfrde, Marco Branca has c ha n ged the per ce ptions 
of Middlesbrough fans about Italian strikers Phocograt^ Simon NA^ltdnson 


room, was a leam-niate of Bran- 
ca before his own move from 
Milan in January last year. 

“I think he give us a hand for 
winning the cup," Festa said, an- 
swering the inevitable question 
about ^ul Gascoigne's arrival 
"Speak in English," Robson 
quipped firom the aisle. 

The Italians lat^bcd along 
with the audience and their de- 
parting “gaffer". Communica- 
tion, cieariy. is not the probfem 
it once was at Middle^rougfa. 
Robson is running an altogeth- 
er happier ship down at the 
Riverside. 

“1 am here because 1 want to 
pl:ty in the Premicrriiip,” Bran- 
ca said. "I was determined to 
come to England. 1 warued a 
new experience, a diffurent at- 
mosphere." 

He got that OQ his debut 
night at the Riverside, the re- 
tuiP leg of the Coca-Cola Cup 
semi-final against Liverpool. 
And hu responded with the 
fourth-minute goal, a right- 


foot shot through the legs of 
David James, that booked Mid- 
dlesbrough’S third trip to 
bley in 12 months. 

Branca has scored five times . 
In his eight games for Boro, irv 
eluding a bicyde kick against 
Swindon reminiscent of Dennis 
Tueart's League Cup final win- 
ner for ManchcsterCty in 1976. 
He has, morever, loolKd every 
bit as graceful as his nickname 
.<iuggcst5: la li^a, iJbe swaa 

“Marco has everything,” 
Festa said. “He is fasL He has 
good feet. He's good in the air. 
He's good in the box. He also 
has good experience." 

Branca, 32, was indeed a 
much travelled player in his 
homeland. From Grosetto, 
some 90 miles north of Rome 
on Italy's Mediterranean coast- 
line. ^ played for Cagliari, 
Udinese (in three separate 
^Ils), S^pdoria. Fiorenti- 
na. Parma and Roma before 
joining Inter in 1996. 

En route, he became close- 


ly acquainted with two notable 
members of the Chelsea set. 
Branca was CianJuca Vlani'sat- 
tacking partner in the Samp- 
doria team that vran the 
A scudeiio In 1991. He also 
played aloagside Gianfranco 
Zola at Parma. 

“I have kept 'in contact with 
(hem both," he said. “1 spoke 
with Giarduca after the Liver- 
pool semi-final but act before 
thismateb. He is very bu^ in 
his double job at Chelsea and 
1 am buty in my new jefo here. 

"But he told me It is very 
prestigious to be playing at 
Wembley. 1 believe him. I 
played there for Inter in the 
M^ta tournamenl It is also 
very presti^Ous for our fans. It 
is something very beautiful for 
them. I will be ckrii^ evciythiag 
to make sure we win." 

And ibat will add a new di- 
mensioD as Boro bid for their 
fust major trophy: an Italian 
striker folly committed to the 
cause. 


Gianluca Vialli was a 
peripheral figure in 
Chelsea’s last cup 
final. Tomorrow will 
be different, writes 
Hike Kowbottom 


GIANLUCA VIALU*S cameo 
appearance In the last few min- 
utes of (he 1997 JRA Cup final 
seemed to come as mudi by 
public request as anything else. 

Before be left the arena, he 
made a very obvious point of ap- 
plaudizigtbefoiiswbohadsotn- 
sisleotly demanded his appear- 
ance. lb many it seemed as if 
the 33-year-oid Italran was mak- 
ing his farewells after a season 
in whiefa, to bis patent frustra- 
tioit, be bad been rotated in - 
but mostly out > of the team. 

Even Vialli ibou^t it mi^t 
be goodttye. “1 wasn't sure if I 
would be part of Chelsea the fol- 
lowing season, and 1 wanted to 
thank tbe'snpporters because I 
bad a special..." 

Someone supfdied the word 
“rapport” and be nodded. 

How curious then, that 10 
months later, Vialli should find 
himself in something aldn to a 
Crawuikog Day. Ibmorrow's 
Coca-Cola Cup final sees him 
bade in the same place, faced with 
the same learn, and able to 
make tbe oocasloD dramatically 
better for hfnwetf. The question 
remnigs - will Chelsea^ player- 
manager give himiytf the ikxI? 

Mark Busies, one of four 
forwards inHnriing Vialli who 
have bad to accept tbe mbereot 
frustrations of Chelsea’s squad 
rotatioo tystem, was in no doubt 
yesterd^ what action be would 
take if be were in tbe same po- 
sitiog “If I was bun, I wouldn't 
leave myself out," Hughes said 
with a broadening grin. “I’d be 
tbe first one on tbe team sbeeti” 

VlalU, however, has wider 
cDosiderations now. The man 
who used to amuse himself on 
tbe training ground tty captur- 
ing his forts in cupped baixls and 
releasing them into his team- 
mates' (Qxs has had to alter his 
act since taVtng charge from 
Ruud Gullit last month. 

Asked if be felt be should 
give himself a Wembl^ chance, 
be replied: '74a 1 have to give 
Chel^a a chance." Manageri- 
al or what? 

“If U means in my opinion 
that I have to play, 1 w^” be 
added. “Otbervrise 1 will tit on 
the beneb, because tbe only 
thing I care about is Chdsea and 
not myself as a player. Whatever 
happens. 1 wQi nty game." 

^r all Chekea’s cup success 
in his charge - next on their &- 
ture list is Tborsday’s European 
Cup-^^ers’ Ojp semi-final at 
Vrceoza - ViaUr is not taking 
anything for granted against a 
Middlesbcou^ side which looks 
eminently capable of Feturniqg 
straigh t back lb the IVemiertiiip. 

“It won't be eaty," he Vid- 
li."l think we are good enough 



Leaderslup chaUen^ After playing for just e couple of rnfanites of last year^ FA Cup fma] 
GianlucaV'iain nfwst dedde whether to pick hinriself tomorrow Phonograph: &npic^ 


to win tbe game, but Middles- 
brough can the same. It will 
be a very ti^t game,” Man-- 
agerial or what? 

Tbe presence in Middles- 
brough’S side of two fellow II^- 
ians, Branca and Festa, is one 
which Vi^ openty acknowl- ' 
edges as a thicaL be hon- 
est, wbeu J play agaio^ Italian 
footballers 1 am always vety 
aware, because 1 know that 
Branca and Festa and players 
like them can always cope with 
these important games. They 
can be deci^.and 1 would 
rather not play against thepL”. 

He also acknowledged tbe 
potential danger of the man 
who Femains an bononuy Ital- 
ian to Lazio supporters. “He is 
one of those players wbo, aU of 
a sudden, with a bit of magic.' 
can chan^ the game," ^IG 
said of Paul Gako^ife, whom 
be witnessed at first hand vriiile - 
playing for Lazio for Juventnl 

“The problem vdtb friayeis. 
like Gascoigne is that ym be- 


come so afraid of them you for- 
about playing your own 
. game. This would be dramatic 
for us. IhrTible. So we have to 
^ve Gascoigne and Branca sp^ 
cial attention, but we have to 
play like Chel^ usually play." 

A large part of that style, 
^fiaIli is careful to po'mi out, is- 
' down Co the work of his prede- 
-cessor. “I have to be honest 
enou^ and recognise that if we 
are at WhmUQr it is also because 
(rfwhat Ruud Gullit did at the 
begfrming of the season, be- 
cause he brought the team up 
to the semi-finaL” 

The pressure whiefa he h» in- 
. heiited from the Dutchman is 
sometiuDg with which Vialli is 


are 


geUing better.” he said, “if you 
get used to sometiihig the pres- 
sure gets lower, so I need time 

to come down. But now Fm calm 
aiKl rela:md 1 loiciw it's difflculL 
When vre Icfiol’m the saddes i 
man in the world. But fbottiall 
isjust a ganie, and this is some- 






r r. 


. ff 


thing we must all remember '' 
IbmorTOw’s team is already 
ia ViallTs head, but he will no’i 
disdose it to his players until 
shortly before foe Iddc-oS. Teme 
times then for Chelsea’s forw-drd 
alternates. Tbre Andre Flo, has 
invited 25 relatives and friends 
firom Norway to watch what 
would be he first ^mbley ap. 
pearancc. Giaofraiuo Zola 
newly roturaed to goaiscoring 
form, needs to make a good im- 
presaoQ in a game that will be 
televised in Itaty to strengthen 
his claim to a Wbrid Cup pig^ 
And Hughes is clearly desi 
perate to play in what would be 
a lOth and possibly last Went, 
bley cup final of his career 

Whowouldbeaplayer-man- 

ager taking chose decisions-’ 

ViaIIiwouM.“Itissomethinoex* 

citingand new," he said “s5ne- 

thing 1 want to da U is wonderful V 
■ thiiig to thiixk that after 1 7 veart 

of footbaU playing I arn aili 
havingsuch awonderfol feelin J 
I know that I am very Judty ** ^ 
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Quality control that leaves nothing in the reserves 


AMONG the maiqrraiiuScations of 
Howard 'V^Ddnson's Charter fi»- 
(2^9^, die long-term abn of wl^ 
is to re-establiA English football as 
awoild force is that the coontxy’s 
83''year-old reserve leagues are in 
da^er of becomii^ as rf Hpei Bffl M e 
as tbe.lMg sop piece. 

"Under thetenns of die Chartet; 
the Avon Insurance Combination 
(southern teams) and the Pontins 
Leagw (Dortfaem) win be refriaeed 
by under-21 leagues (with piovisiba 
fbo* three over-a^ ph^eis per team) 
open to the 32 dabs (so far) who 
h^ committed to r^Iadog theSr 
centres of excellence with new- 
fanned "acadeaues**. 

Some aigne that the diange is 
Jong ovenfoe and that we behind 
the Europeans in retaining reserve 
leagues, anyw^. In Sp^ for ex- 


: the- top sides nurture nurs- 

ery as opposed to reserve teams; 
«6i!e in Ita^^Serfr^ ddes arrange- 
fdendlies fn* playeis teturnii^ frain 
injuiy and frequent^ “paild' young 
players with SIsne £ and C sides for 
eqierienoe (which isa practice the 
m^ {dqns in Scottidi foothdl are 
considering.)' 

However, lo label our reserve 
leagues mer^ as poor relations 
would be to nuss their pmnt, rince 
they have been integral to the game 

over the. years. Invaluable as a 
stagefcffyoungplayeistodxessie- 
faeaxse for the real dnn^ and in pro- 
riding conqiedtive match practice 
for recupo«tTiigmai8,thqr also gve 
roana^re the chance to run the rule 
overtiioseon thefost-teamfoogBS. 

Affloog those ttix) graced reserve 


were the Eices of Ian \^^xt, Rmid 
GoDit and fiyan G^gs, as wefl as 

ptLOinisiitgyooDggCTSsndiasKfeinM 
Dyer (^»^), Carl Oort (Mm^ 
don) and Akx No&nan ofMandicster 
United, whose goals helped United 
letam their Pootins T_ga^ii» 
an eight-pttint margin ]0awn south 
die bononis amt to \rimbledon, 
. who won the Avon Insurance CooH 
bination Chaizqrionship and to Ijy 
swidi, vdio woo the Avon Insurance 
Enterprise Award for their 'Iwnu- 
]tjr>Q^t Sdieme" which attracted 
huge crowds to reserve games. 

Mind yot^ reserve team football 
' does not always have to re^ on m- 
cea^ schemes, h) Angust 1996, 
8;9^pet^w«ldiedPahiekBerg- 
er mate 1^ debut in a reserve game 
between liveipool and Notdi^ham 
Roiest, while two months later 8,968 
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saw Andy Oede, wwHng his Mas- 
chefla-thiitedcomdiadc in a xeaetve 
maidi, break his teg ina tackle with 
Neil Ruddock. Bo^ crowds, how- 
ever, p yte into Tn-eignrfieanpf COID- 
pared to die 2^600 vtilO saw Duncan 
Ferguson get out of gaol for a 1995 
Old Firm reserve dtth. 


Raiders have been critidsed 
recent^ for investing in oepensive, 
tnediocre for^ners instead of in 
youth, bul at lost th^ have pre- 
served their reserves. Newcastle 
infaroously di^ianded theirs alto- 
gether under Kerin Keegan (Ken- 
ny Dal^ish has sbee reinstated 
them) whkh has meant a gjlut of 
toothtes fordgneis at St James* 
Park instead of youitg talent like 
Darren Huckeiby, who was re- 
leased because Newcastle could 
offer him no competitive footbalL 
Ironically, that is the iD^ to the 
concept of the academies aeeoi di og 
to one of their major proponents. 
Ihe Charlton first-team coach, Les 
Reed, who dams the acadeamesare 
**ihe best dting to happen to Eng- 
lish football in years’*, says the em- 
phasis vnD now be on devdopmeDt 


ladiei than campetitioo; ^edfic^, 
CD eoadnog lathiCT than on playiDg. 

In odter words, those pbyms not 
iovdved with the first team or the un- 
der-21 will be coached, the 

academies grantiiig dieni a statuto- 

ly number ofhotBscoaciiingparweek 
insteadofgjbjeciii^tiiemtooouni- 
less diainiDg Teseive<team fixtures. . 

So it looks like the end of 
road fw reserve-team football in its 
pr ese n t guise, even if this week’s 
a^eement to defer the process of 
diange um3 not season gives it a 
year’sgrace. SiiD, die reserve te^pies 
are (rffarii^ a qiiiited reaslance, al- 
beit one vtiiicfa has a rather domed 

air. In feet the Combination secre- 
taiy, Neville Qtamberlaixi, daims 
tiiey win “cany on regaidtess** in the 
fece(ffwfaathedescribesastlie‘*te- 
strictrve measures beh^ placed on 


think.th^ 

teve the God«i«nna?»t a 

l^gtjAwfaengvef they see fit . 

Chamberlain has received ap- 
olicadoiB from six dubs wanting to 
lepbca ibomvirho wiU be opting 

but as they are the ISces of Rea^ 
fag, rytKngham and Bournemouth, 
it is obvious that the reserve leagues 
win be considerably weakened. 

The Coml^tionvnU ceitamJy 
be without Charlton who, having 
beaten the leaders. Arsenal, this 

week ip front of 7,500 to establish 
a dub record of 18 reserve games 

imbeaten (and go 1,039 minutes 
without concedix^ a goal), now 

have 58 pdnts to Arsenal’s 59 with 

five games in hand. They haven t 
wfffl fVwihmfltiQ a since 195(Xso 

are looking to go out vrith a bang. 


Today’s Premiership team news 


B 


r. Arsenal v ShefT Wed 

16 LauBng sexirer DlCa 

Last MBMIK 4-1 




Arsenal wilT be without mkffietder Emmanuel Fhtit hr today's 
match. The ^endvnan has a bady bnased leg alter France's 1-0 
defeat in Rusda on >Afednesda^DaMd Seaman should return to re- 
place.Aiex.Manhir^er in goal a 13-game absence with a bre- 
ten finger Tory Adams and. Ray Rsrtour aie awailabte afte i' they puled 
out of En^nefs fnendly asak^ Sritzerfend in Berne, ^eve Boukl 
sfrta^feloM^ahendiniurybutsnotixIudedinArsaieVVteger^ 
» . . squad. Ian Vriighfs conieb^ win -not be before nect week, when 

^nnis Befglarnp will start a three-malidi ban. 

\ Sheffield Vyfednesda/s.£L.7m Macedonian fritemational centre-back 

Gote Sedlodd is Bki^ to mate his fun PremtersNp debut in place 
• of the inguredlbn Newsome. Sedlostdame on for Newsome dur- 
ing the ^2 defeat at Bohon a fortnight agpk Graham l^dehtnoon- 
■ ' . ’ tendon for a rnkffield place after serving a.'two-matdi ban, with 
i Norwegian international Fetter Rudstrfferingfream a ha mstring prob- 

^ lem. There ha place in the squad forthe former BenTiea defender 
• • - Emerson Thome, who was signed on a tee transfer last wedc 





Barnsley v Liverpool 


Rsdtinm U Leulingscorer Oitwa J9 

.1 Laft MasoiB Nefimn ' 

; . ,//’ Ashley VS^yiAip scored tte only goal vvhenBam^. beat Liver- 
. pool I -0 at A^eldiri November, bout a temstring problem, 

^ . A while John Hen^e (aiikle) BalsourBuwhble. jan-A^ef^ortoftarid 
'' GeorgjHristovare'rriostfl^tDStartupfmnt AidylidcMisdoubt- 

• U after breaking his ncee in the 4-3 win oyer Southarnpton a fort- 

' * ' night ^o. Ales Knzan (teee) ^ Peter Martete^ (rtedO are afo 

out of oo^te^rto^ and centre back Ai^ Moses is suspoided, so 
Matty Applebir Sdcrtt fones arid Arjan ^ Zteuw obrne into dan- 
tentiorv BaiTtsleyha\e Ivor}' dieir last three Aernfersh^^rries. 

Karihdnz Riedle and PhB Batfo are bothbaQk iQ iheihaPpool-squBd- 

.. '.v' after mjuryarricouWrriatethekPhariietTffofeJ^TOt^ltB^^^ 
return could see rnanag^.Ftoy%ia« rKer^^?fwh^b8& 

' ' line white Rfedfe could parttterMidfedCXvOT up tent' B^ how^ 

- -'-yever. deddeto leave.the teenage England pla}«r as a lone strik- . 

er as he did at Tottenham a Ibrtni^ ilgo, with support tern Steve 
McManaman running tern mktfi^ Liverpool have only won one 
of their last eight Premiership games, : • 


Boltoh V L^cester 


l . w i i n iic at w 
Last SMSCKK No fteeure 


MvdallS 



Colin Todd's squad has been strer^thened by three transfer dead- 
BnetigningsBobTi^lor.JohnSal^andSwissforwardGaetanoGi- 
abra are aO Ifcely to be involved in the garne tod^ Top scorer bfethan 
Biate is suspended so either T^for or Qaterua vnll be chosen to' 
partner Holdswoiih in'att^'GerryTag^ remains out with 
a long-standing groin .'problem and rnklffelder Scott Sellars (calf), is 
-r^ stBI is not fiL The departures of Jamie PoBodc to Manchester Gty 
/t- T'* ' . and FteterBeardsI^ to Rriiarntea«« gaps in 'tile rardTield where Satate 

^DkNytomateadebutasavMr^.BcritoniMon. ■ 3-2aganst 
lEheffi^Wedhesdy afortni^ ago. their first PrerrfersNpvrii since 
jDKernber, to gte their relega^ fight sorne impetus. . 
rteicester wdcome back Scc4^ interrfetional Matt fiUiott after a 
/.tegiiyury TbnyGTttee Carry Parker and Pon6jsKa»nari(aS come 
[ into contention after injury but Musy Izzet is stil suspended 
[ tmSteve \A^ returned to trainir^ yesterday after an Achilles in- 
\ jury but is unFitely to be risted Ldeester have lost thdr last two 
, I < aPremiership rnatdiesi '' 


- 

r.. 

I .. 1'''“'* 


Coventry v Derby 

a.. .. iMdbigjeorer . Wtedtopa 6 

IjMttMion- l,a 


[Coventry will continue to start with their veterNS goalkeeper Steve 
^^Brimvte as they fook to eiderid toer uribeaten run to - 12 'miatdf- 
^esThe ^year old lost his pl^.to Ma^iu htedman in Jahu^, but 
brined it iriim the 25-year old Swede damaged an anide in traih- 
!>t& Hedn^ returned tern international dutjrtffo week but must 
to red^ his place in starting itne^ CcKentry set a .riew dub 
AXordfortocconsecutiveLeaguewinsbeforedraiiA^OCIatNew’ 
£tetle a fortra^ ^ and wiH be hbprg to beat Def^ as they try 
'^'maintain their late chailer^ for a place in Europe nesd season, 
^^amalmasccettete to be without goaleeperMart Fbpro (dwoh 
der) and RusseHHouft will tate erverStefario Efanio (hamstring's 


hit 





. Et^aforbv^^ and wiHbe heiprgto beatDediiyastheyiry 

■ ■‘■'^ir l^'mairrtain their late challer^ for a place in Europe neart season. 

,v p>Bfbyarealmoet<»rta«tobewilhoutgcialfiBeperMartEfapra(rfw^ 

. . . ^der) and RusseiT Houft will tate erver Stefario Efanio (hamstring's 
, .■■''** Lynaueibble' and Dean Stumdge completes.a two-match ban. Laft 
J poNri^s^ tern BlacHxjm this week 
k ^'•' sP^ derLaan returns to the squad for thdfirritinrte since be 
. gaged an anlde a^inst Manchester United in October. ^ .Srnrtfft: 
^ vwU be hoping to iW3ver tern the 5-0 hbrne thraslw^ agaost 

i'- ' " fertni^ ago to maintain thrown Europari chall^- - 

I TR£M1ERSH1P leading scorer s 

' ■ Lg fiA CC.Euro Tot 

L'l Cote (Man Did). ^ -IZ s 0 5 . 22 

h: a Hanson cw Ham) —12 3 6 0 21 

p a; Sutton (Btackbum) « ? -1 0 » 

: . ■ Ditoim (Cowentiy) 1^ ' 4 1 0 « 

1' .OvwnOJvarpooO .'-•W 0 4 1 « 

7 'BrBerg^anp (fcseria]} 12 3 .2 .1 18 

; 7 QaHaobar C^)....-. » 3 10 17 

; ^ .VbB (Chelsea). a 0 6 17 

: : .9 F)ortoft.(BarT»lBy) ...-13 2 .1 0 •16 

-. (iilbrShofflWtfUfcfl - 

^ ?-"HEBaebaWt(Leeds)-...:..iO 4. 2 o W 

iWi WsiKhope (Derby) . . 0. ^ - .0 -]® , 

^ T: ‘ ’^Jaiisen (6 FBlabe)'...........-Ti 0 3 .0 14- 

,,■> - Canto (Shaft yn) -«ii 0 2 o . 13 . 

• :';5iiace'(u^ ■* ® 2 ' 

(Citoie^ 0 2 . 2 13 . 


...And statistics 

Regular riders on football’s roller-coaster 



Sbf promotions or relegalions in the last 1 D years 
Wddls ito Wfli 


^promotions orretegalionsinthelastlOyeafS 
iknEsgSam. CambrttiBS. CiriK, Cnm. Brinsby, Moils CoMly, 
risrinraegh, Sortboed Msdoo, Wslall 

I^Sferlree - 

■ haw stayed In the 

toR.fll^llbrJO 

'19» 

EWrhu 1854 

-V: 1962 

Cdmb^ 1967 

. SoHtaDptM 197B 

WhBSteta " 'l986' 



PortunDlh HistDivistory 

old Second IMvisicin 


Sinc8l9B8 


Saiiriborpc ' TMrdOMsIory . Slnc8l984 

SatbonHigh ThirdDMtioiV ancelBar 

oU Fourth DMsion 


Tbtir mate tteuU no doubt regard B as foal 
confonafiootiiatArKQalareboilng: in 105 
^ars since joow^.thB FootbaS Lea^ the 
Guiviers have changed dvfslons ordy three 
foKS. Indeed, the north London dub have 
rut been out ofthetoptli^ since wtviing 
e)eciiontDlheFirstDMslonin1919. 

Whd a contrast wfo MidtflesbrDugh. 
who have experienced tfvee prornobons and 
tiiree relegations In the last 10 years and 
look set to bounce back mb) the Prerdership 
Ods summer after drapphg out last year. 
Arid whose place Middlesbrough tate 
in tin Pre mte rehip? 

It shodd be no suprtse that two of 
tha relegation positions are currerd^ tilled 
by Crystal Paim and Boton, who have 
gone up or down five times in the last 10 
years. Having been retegatsd in both 19^ 
ani 1995. Pdacs are heacTing forihe drop 
for the third time in five yeas. 


Notts Courier are another dub who 
have regutarly been on the move and today 
they find themsdvBs cBOCfly where they 
were 27 years ago, atihetopofthe 
basernert (fivteloa Victory over Lofton 
Qitere at liteadow Lane today wM ensure 
pmmoiion frein toe ThM Division and 
Coii^ wO be iKtoino lhal, as on tito last 
occadon, this wfB be the first step up 
footbai's laddertotoetop. 

Whie nine i^lershte dubs have 
been In toe top fllgtt for the last 1 0 seasons 
or nnte, oriy sfr Nationvride League dubs 
have retdned their stabs overlhe same 
period. 

And if anyone suggests that Arsenal 
are boring, how about Rochdale? The 
Lancashie dub have spent 24 years 
languishing In the FodbeB League basement 
and have won ptomoSon only once (In 
1 93) in their 77 years to the League. 


ph the ^ 




Middlesbrough 


ftstsMstaa- 




SecoadDMean' 




pre-:f99^-..Jr ;5 


fINrdBWAr .1 
ffbunhOMdon 








Statistics: Brian Sears 


FA CA^lfcJG PREMIERSHIP: HOW THEY STAND 


4 Chetea 
6 Bhdtbiini 
8 VlfestHm 
iff Coventry 
12 Aston VBIa 
14 WanUedon 
16 Evretoo 
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Form Upcoming nratches 
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By Nick Harris 




C Palace v Tottenham 


LMiSng seonr 
Late Masons No Itaura 


Crystal Palace^ new signal^ the £lm Yugoslav mtemabor^ Sasa 
Curoc. will be given an immediate debut in 'toda/s relegation six- 
pointer again st Tottenham. Palace wiB probably be without th»r 
Scotland B rrvdfieWer Jamie Fullarton. who was injuiwd in trainir^ 
for his international match in mkfereek. The Engtend Under-21 
forward Bruce Dyer (ankle) is also struggling to be fit Stnl^ 
1^ VNferhurst (who has recovered fiom a broken leg) and Neil 
Shipperley (who has recovered from a hernia and scored for the 
reserves in mkkweek) may return. 

Tottenham wil be without David Ginola. who is nispended. Spurs 
are also rrissirg Les Ferdinand v4io is having aci^uncture treatment 
on a bade injury Goakeeper Ian lA^lcer is bade in contention 
icAiwing a dioul^ operation and is e» 9 ected to redaim his place 
from Eq)en Baardsen. Spurs have vtAn only one of their last five 
Premier s hip matches, but be heartened by the feet that 
I^Iace are stiB looldng for their first offidat home Leaeue win this 
season, f^iace beat their tenants Wimbledon 'awa/ at Selhixst 


Everton v Aston Villa 


FGIgl80ft9 


LeMUngtCDfcr Ybrte MBomwIc 9 
LMCSeMOKt^l 


B«rton have induded Peter Beagrie. a deadline day ban sigrfog from 
Bradford, in their squad frx* today Beagrie. bade aft Goodison for his 
second spell has recovered from a hamstring ir^ury to come into 
coriteritba Duncan Fer^json returns after being SLspended for three 
games but Carl Titer starts a two-nfoch ban and Crag Short feces 
a late fitness test on a badcir^ury Everton haive won just one ^rne 
in their last sbe Premiership matches and are two points above the 
relegation xone;. They h»re also pbyed a ^me more than two of 
the sides in the bott^ three. 

Aston 733*5 attack will be spearheaded by strikers Dwight Yorke 
»xf ]u8an Joacten, in the abs^e of Stan Collymore and Savo Milo- 
sevic Cbilymore s still stn^ng to shte off a groin strain that has 
tmJbled him since his two-goal performance against’ Liverpool last 
■ month. Collymore has sou^ spedalist advice about the problem, 
but ViDa maragerjohn Grt^ry has admitted that he is unsure about 
just when Collymore vmII be able to return to action. Milosevic is 
serving a one-match ban after coilecting five bookings this seasoa 




Man Utd v Wimbledon 


LoMflngiGorar 

l.attSM*en:2-l 



Manchester United hope to have Ryan Giggs and ^ter Schmeichel 
bade after hamstring injuries. Both have been back in training this 
wedc Nkky Butt is still suffering from a calf injury David Beckham. 
Ajtdy Cole and Phil and Gary Neville, all unavail^le for En^and in 
midweek, have feir dwnces of playing, Gary blister, although mak- 
ing progres after a recurrence of his back problems, may not be 
rsk^ Ole Gunnar Sotelqaer is likely to partner Andy Cole up front, 
with Teddy Sherin^iam suspended for one match. 

Wimbledon wiB not be able to ^ve £l.75m siting Mark Kennedy 
a debut The former Liverpool and Republic of Ireland v^nger will 
be out for a fortni^ with a hand mjury Efen Booku is still unavail- 
able with an ankle ir^ury. which will keep him out for the next two 
weels. Joe IGnnear, who sold Nannie jones in midweek, has an oth- 
erwise foil squad to setect from. The Dons have won three of their 
last five Premiership matches but are only four points clear of the 
relegation zone. IQnnear said yesterday thk he believed three wins 
from their remairur^ 10 games should guarantee safety. 


t Southampton v Newcastle 

Owte B LemtSng fcorer Sums 7 -' SiBg - 

Latt season: 2-2 

Southampton are likely to recall defender Richard Dryden for the 
viat of Newcastle tod^. Dryden has a back injury but is scpected 
to recover in time to replace Dutch defender Ken Monkou. who 'e. 
ruled out by a one-maldi baa Winger Andy Williams is also serv- 
ing a one game suspension while Errand Under-21 international Kevin 
Davtes and David Hiighes are still out with lor^term ankle and rib 
lyjries respecfe«ly Defender John Beresibrd metes his firet appeararxe 
against Ns old dub tince completing his £l5m rnove to the Saints. 
Steve Hov«y w3l miss Newc^e's tnp south after feiHng to recov- 
er from the hamstring injury he picked up in his side's 2-ldefeat at 
home to Crystal ^lace last we^ Gary Speed could play despite 
pickir^ up a bade injury while on intemationd duty in midw^ while 
defender Steve NAfetson is also in the squad after bang out for srx 
weeks with a foot irjury. V^tson completed 90 minutes in a 
serve game last Monday but a dedsion on his fitness will not be 
made until the last moment VSferren Barton and David Batty are 
su^ended but PHlippe Albert and Stuart Pearce are available. 


FAIR PLAY LEAGUE 


1 GRrf 17 

z Q WiKd ..IB 
a M Reed ....14 

4 eBsrt9ar..lB 

5 JWinlar-.15 

6 0 CbNlv -17 

7 P Dtrian.-.'B 
B S Dim -..12 
9 U Rennie ..16 
lOAVWde.-.i7 
tl M ney-...1B 
12P Jones— 17 
13 N Barry ..,.14 
14K Burge ....14 
6PAlQeck..l6 
I6d Ashby— 16 
17DGelaghen5 
1B8 Lodge— 1B 
ISM BoderMmlB 


• P» M 

103 6DS 

84 sse 
73 521 
76 475 
68 460 
73 459 
71 444 

53 442 
64 400 
64 378 
6B 356 
62 36S 

48 343 
46a43 

54 328 
S2 325 
43 3l20 
56 an 

49 306 


(nwifen^aWBABsenBtAMfaemhi' 

^MotKfW 


UNFAIR PLAY LEAGUE 

F%td MWM PH M 

T EverRxi....30 5 SO 65 £63 

2 Caventry..29 S 54 79 2.72 

3 Chelsea....S0 3 61 76 253 

4 BoKon 29 4 S3 73 252 

5 Leeds 30 3 60 75 £50 

6 Arsenal ....29 2 60 70 24l 

7 C Palaee .51 2 60 70 £26 

8 Derby 30 1 62 67 2£3 

9 BiKkbum 29 3 46 63 £17 
lOSheffWadSO 3 49 64 £13 

n Soton 30 3 47 62 207 

12WestHam30 3 46 61 203 
13Newcastle29 2 48 SB £00 
14liilBnUtd..31 OSl 51 155 

15 VWhbledonSO 1 42 47 157 

16 UvSfpOOl.50 1 41 46 153 
I7lbnanham30 i 4i 46 i53 
to Barnsley ..29 0 44 44 152 
f9Leices{er..2g 1 37 42 145 

|20A>ffla.....3l 1 37 42 135 

I (RBcTeanb; fipa. VMbwr TpO 
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Mettle detectors head for Highbury 
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Football 


By Guy Hodgson 


A CTRAW that Alex Ferguson 
was able to claw firodi Man- 
chester United's defeat against 
Arsenal a forUiiglit ago was that 
his opponents no longer be 
able to hide under a cloak of 
anon>miiy. The heavy burden 
of anticipation will now be on 
Arsene Wenger’s team. 

lbdn>’ is the fbsi ooenskn the 
Gunners will emerge from Che 
tunnel with genuine cham- 
pionship aspirations and win- 
ning now will be an altogether 
diffeamt thing. An anxie^ to do 
well will colour eveiy ihoughL 
**1 looked in people's faces 


and saw fear in thdr eyes.” Tony 
Parkes, the Bladdnim assis- 
tant manager, said recalling hb 
side's run-in to the title three 
years ago. "At (bat point it has 
nothing to do with ability.” 

Arsenal’s mettle detection 
begms with ShefBeld Wednes- 
d:^ at F^hbuiy tod^^idnch win 
be the first of a fninimtu^ 
games in ^weeks.*’^ can’t try 
any harder,” Lee Doon said, 
"but we relish hard woric and we 
don’t want that to be wasted fay 
throwing away siliy games.” 

WKinesday, wfx) are 13ch 
and have won onh' twice away 
this season, can safely be 
ascribed to the ”s31y” category 
but after that there ate fisw fu- 
tures that even approadi the 


nuldly amusing Arsenal face 
Ifolton, Bladdbum, Barnsley, 
Livejipool and Aston ViDa on 
their travds wdiile, at Hi^buzy, 
Newcastle, WnnUedon. Dert^ 
and Euerton are fixtures where 
points could ea^ te dropped. 

Having a three-game 
advant^ over Maodiester 
Uoited isallveiy weU ifyoucan 
wipe out the six-point airears 
between the Th ^it is 
easiersaid than done. "Um'ted 
have slipped up but I can’t see 
them slipping mai^ more 
t ime s." said Midiael Hughes, 
trim unll ^t a dose-up exami- 
nation of the champions' form 
with Whnbledon at Old IzaSbtd 
todqr. "If I were a betting Ttian 
rd go with United. 


'Arsenal have gone on a 
great run but I thought the 
result they got a g^'ngt us was 
Ind^. It's in their hands but X 
can't see than winning the 
eight or nine matches tfa^H 
need. If th^ do then tfaeyll 
deserve to win the League.” 

What wai be decisive is the 
number of fizst-dniee players 
Wenger and Feignson will be 
able to field for the climax and, 
on that count, both had reasons 
to be cheeifiil yesterday. 
Aithongh Emmazuel Petit is out 
with a leg iajuzy mcuxied play- 
ing fior France in Russia. Arse- 
nal could have 'Ibny Adams and 
Ray Pazloar fit a3CO!z^}eDSatioii. 

Uafted,(neainriule,fflaywei- 
oofflc bade l^on Giggs and ftmr 


Sdimeiehel against Wnnbiedott. 

Even Ifaddy Sheiingham's one* 
SBtcii su^peosLOQ is oCtet by Oie 
Gunnar Sols^aer^ acoeleiation 
towards his best fooxL 1316 No^ 
w^jan scored for his counizy 
agsiost Belghcn m midweeic and 
^o got dm goal in Che 1-1 diaw 
with Monaco 10 days ago. 

"They’re bound to be on a 
bit c^a downer after going out 
of the European Cop,” Ihigbes 
saM, "but on thftflip side thqi 
now know theyAre just got the 
League to go for.” 

That has been the ease for 
Liverpool for some time now 
and chetr fixture at Oakweil will 
have a big mfiuenoe on wbethex 
their Premiership’s finale is 
exciting or a chore. They have 


. won only one of their last ei^t 

League games but a slip-up 
the top two and snddenfy dieir 
Qtampioas’ r qualifics- 
tion will look less remote. 

That presupposes tfa^ beat 

Barnsley which they diaDally 
to do at Anfield in 
vember for what is -still tire 
shock of the Premieiship this 
season. The home ade, too, are 
nding on an unprecedented 
crest of three successive wins. 

Thehr plqwis have the ad- 
vantage (rf not having tiacveDed 
the leiig;th. and breadth of 
Europe in international fizend- 
lies, triiich is fortunate becanse 
tii^ were close to eatiiaustion 
after beating Southampton 4-3 
a fortoj^ aga They biro ^pent 


ithe.inteivemng time sunning 
ttemselves in Kt^'pica. 

"The playeis were jaded at 
diat point,” the Barnsley man- 
ager, Danny Wilson, said. 

"Hopefully tiie break have 
proved beaeficial and revitalised 
them rea^y for vriiat is going to 
be a tou^ last few weeks.” 

Foot other matches today 
wiQ alsobeXptodaafyorniud^ 

tile zdegation waters. Bolton 
have the (^Jportuni^ to build on 
tiierrwmoverSbeffieldWfadDes- 
(hyatfaometoLeioester,Ever- 
ton and Aston Wla will attempt 

to be big dubs in deed aswefl 
as rqxilatioa at Goodbem while 
Nevteastle will be hoping to be 
wortiy of their overpriced shirt& 
aw^ to Sonthamplon. 


The game that has sii-pcnater 
Tunning thiou^ iho oaitie of it, 
bowewer, is at Selhurst 
^riiere Crystal Palace probably 
have to beat Tbttenbam to have 
ai^ prospect of st^ng the Pre- 
miership. Lose and thqv will be 

ffiighi p Qinrs behind ^uis, who 
will be without the suspended 
David Ginola; win and the gap 
^rill be down to two. ' 

Attflio Lombardo’s appoint- 
ment as manager has coincided 
with a sadden suige-of Stxiess. 
The Italian is available himsdf 
while Michele Fadovano, Neil 
Shipperi^ and ihul Wurburst 
are either recovered or neaify 
so. Add £lm sitting Sasa Cuicic 
and suddenly lUace do not 
look quite so hapless. 


Protests cannot 
dent McLarens’ 



superiority 


Motor racing 


By David Tremayne 
inStol^lo 


U took MDca Halddnea onfy 
three laps yesterd^ momittg CO 
underscore Ron Dennis's oon- 
tention that the controveirial 
bnrake bias system used on his 
McLarm cats is but a part of their 
present peifonnaocc advantage. 

Thizu^ ib^ were forced to 
run without the system, follow- 
ing protests vriiich bad again 
ihroMuthe^poniotofoitheroaih 
foaon ra TlWlay ni^t, Haldd- 
nea and Darid Coulthard 
dooniKUcd the fiistaesacncf free 
practice vritii an insouciant ease 
that left the rest tiufling more 
than a second and a half behind. 

Ferrari carried out their 
threat to protest about 
McLaren's brake ^em whidi 
allows their drivers to apply dif- 
ferent rctardational pressure to 
either rear wheel in cornefs, en- 
hancing cornering e CBdency and 
grip. The ki:>' issue is whether tlus 
contravenes regulations w'hich 
proscribe four-wheel steering. 

Jean Tiidi. Ivirari's sporting 
director, had exprussed his con- 
veni ovvr the ^icm in Mel- 
bourne three we^ ago, during 
(he Australian Grand Prix 
which McLaren dominated. 
VVith l\iTeII he lodged an ofil- 
ci. 1 l pnitest .igainst McLaren as 


well as the WUiazns and Jordan 
teams which have I'mnar sys, 
terns. At the same time Arrows 
protested against MdLaren and 
^^^Uiams, and Sauber and Mi- 
nardi protested against JordaiL 
Tb^ leitexated his nu^gmE^ 
yesterday: "We think the 
McLaren system has a four- 
wheel steering function. Wb 
want to dirify what is legal ac- 
cordiog to the technkal regu- 
lations and what is not” 

Tbis is seen not so mndi as 
a protest primarily against 
AfcLaien, thou^ there are al- 
ready bad feelings between the 
team following Ron Dennis' 
tlunly veiled attadt on the Ital- 
ian team in Australia, but against 
the worid governing body FIA 
and tiie manner in which it de- 
termines the legaUty ideas pre- 
sented by individual teams. 

Yesterday Dennis continued 
to defend his system, altfaou^ it 
had been removed on the advice 
of the FlApendingamee&ig be- 
tween the teams and the FIA 
stewards later yesterday eveoiog. 
*Throughout the vrinter we have 
been in constant dialogue with 
the FIA regarding our technical 
ideas, and we are confident tiiat 
everything we have incorporat- 
ed on our new car is fully legaL 
"The protest is tune-ooa- 
summg and a bit aimoyii^ but 
clearly Ferrari is not sa^ed 
with the interpretation of (be 


rales and Aere is a {xocess by 
rriliefa they chflfU>ny that 
proeess. 1 find it strange that 
tiiey wonld want to do Aat 
SBBoe we have oompilied with the 
9 stem in question via endless 

"We will pursue the matter 
to the Court of Appeal if nec- 
essaiy. The rule book is two 
indiea tiikk and we face fiesh 
oonstnints evexyyear. So if we 
find tnm^hing within them 
that givea us an advantage, vriio 
on eaztii should anyone be sur- 
prised that we don’t want to 
divulge aiiy details on bow it 
wozks to aiiybodyelse? 

"Those teams who -want to 
know wQl find out if Aey dul- 
leoge the system, but I do not 
believe that the FIA thinks the 
Court of .^ipeal is the best as- 
tern by whiA to establish, tiie 
l^aliQrof a car. The system for 
that already exists, and we fol- 
lowed it to Che letter.” 

Ferrari, for one, dearly do 
not share that view. 

When practice resumed yes- 
terday Coulthard and Halddnen 
traded places but retained their 
comfortable supremai^. 

It remains to be seen 
vriiether Ae McLaiers were 
grandstanding in outright 
quali^ring set-up to prove a 
point, but few doubt Aeir 
superiority will oontinue m 
official qualifyiag today. 







Eh^aiwft GfwieiTiw ffltkh^bowlerf Mevv DWort of-tSwVlcsCImncenorhXI at liie Kansiiigton Oval in nridgetowu yesterday 
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ALECSIEWARTS 108 coded 
in con ti ov erai al circu m s tances 
here yesterday as England kv 
tailed 289 for 7 in their one-day 
wann-up match against a 'Vice 
Chaocellor’s XL 

Stewart, who pot on 157 in 
26 overs wiA Eo^nd^ one-d:^ 
captain, Adam HoUioake, to re- 
vive Eoglaod’s innings, waS 
bowied taking a huge swipe at 
Franklyn Rbse because he 
thought it woold be signalled a 

no-b^ by Ae umpire Ibll^ 
Moore. 

&>t Moore ignored Stewarts 
appeal that oofy ihiee fielders 

were inside the SGyard fielding 
ring - a nuiAnvsn of four is re- 
quired ifl SO-over oicket - and 
Ae England coach, David 
Uoyd, bad a word wiA Ae 
officials to try to dartfy Ae 
sfn,iabon. En^and’s 
ment later said that they had ac- 
cepted Ae umpires' decisioa. 

Stewart, who had repeatedly 
gestured to Ae umpires after 
being given out, walked off 
shaking his head m disgusL 
The wicketkeeper, who was 
E ngian ifs top scorer in. Ae 
recent Tfcst series ag«m*r the 
West Indies, hit 14 fours in a 


leBPonaible but fluent US-faall 

inning* 

XfoUioake had hnmedfoely 
teiinposed himsdf as Fn giany s 
leader in the shortened 
wiA a 78-ball 76 that indoded 
a six out of the groond off Nforv 

DiBoo that cook h&n to his hatf- 
oentuty. 

The Sorr^ pair ensured a 

sizeable Engl^ total, after an 
initial slide to 59 for 3, and in 
the final overs Dougie Brown 
and Btobeit CkoA laid about Ae 
bowling to add 33 more runs. 

Not even the sore had r of 
(Siaham Thorpe meant Mite 
Atherton could find a place in 
Ae side that was so 
when they won Ae Shaijah 
Th^^ 01 DecembA-. 

Ai^ leaser fook theplaee 
of the left-hander and whh Ben 
HoUioake in for the absent 

Alastair Bitown it meant nine of 


vTvac 

Aetr policy of padting the 
side WiA aD-rounders it giyr 
meant that two players who 
have opened for Aeir counties 
in one-day ciicfcet - Matthew 
fuming and Croft— came in at 
ei^tandmoe. 

Stewart and his fellow 
opener hHck Knight, who cap- 
tain^ En^and A in Sri Lanka 
earlier this winter, set off at a 
fierce paoe^ Stewart took three 
fours off Ae second over, 
bowled by Ae SouA African 
guest fast bowler Victor 
h^utsang. 

Knigbt also lut three 
**o“p4aiies, off Rose, before 
edging a drive and being well 
caught behind by a diving Jeff 
Dujon for 14. 

Dnjon was one of Aree for- 

mw ■West fridies Test pliers in 

uus match. The Jamaican 
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wicketkeq^er was joined by 
openers Gordon Greenidge 
and Desmond Htynes, agarf 
4i6 and 42 respectively. . 

By Ae time Ben HoUioake 
joined Stewart in the tiiird over, 
England were already 26 for 1 
after being put into bat 
The younger HoUioake 
bioAer, fresh from a superb 
tour wiA bat in Sri T^nira , 
promised much wiA a couple of 
sunqrtuous strokes, but on nine 

he fried to wh^ b^jjtsaog off his 
pads and was held backward of 
square. 

Ificfc, one of sis players to 
aoive for AecmoAy 1 ^ of the 
tour that cooqirises of five games ' 

aganstAe^festTiyfes-Ae first 

(tf which is here tomonow - had 
niade just five vriien he was 


.'MLiv!;-. 
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Silver screen opportunities 


. •wdivi 


Trtanic profits, and 
losses, can be made 
in the film industry, 
Paul Slade reports 
on ways, to spread 
the risk, and the tax 
incentives . 




Tlie worid-wide success of British 
fihnslQEeTheiuiZMonor-de^te 
its relative iacfc of Oscars at thfe 
week’s awards in Los Angeles - 
and tte jnoqpect oFa Ifost of new 
teJevisioD stations has UK 
fihn-niakeisa tremendous boost. 
Stnalt investois'too can geta slice 
of faction. 

In fact, some parts of the 
entertainment world have al- 
wsQTs enjt^ed baddng from iz^ 
vestoia. Ajigels with just a few 
hundred or thousand pounds to 
invest have bieen baddng West 
End theatnsfitrdoades. Andrew 
Uqyd Webber’s Cats, fbr exam- 
plcj raised all its initial £450,000 
capital from small investors vriio 
bou^t £750 . units in the. show 
when it opened in 1981. . 

But opportunities to. back 
independem dnema are far less 
developed. Some films wtilsend 
cot proi^«ctiises :to potential 
inv^ois, whom they hope to 
encour^ •mib invitations to 
special pcenueres or the chance 
^ to appear as'an extra. This miy. 
be hi^ but the diances of ever 
seeing your 'money agim are 
pret^ ^CD, as aO your investiQeot 
will be riding os jnst oaefifan. 

The altecnative far-aBiall 
savers is to buy shares in 8 Sm 
If companysuch as M^frodome or 
Winchester Multzmiedug both of - 
which are fisted mi tiie Alteniav 
five Investment Market (AIKQi 
Metrodome has nowpwv^ into; 
distiibutioiubutwasrespoiisSile' : 
for fimt&ig Leon Amur. 
Windiester iHOvided the funds ■ 
fo[ Shdotin^iRsh. 

Bu^g shar« in a co mpany 
like one of, these iasans you 



spread youriisk across the com- 
pany's vrimle portfolio of fihns, 
increasmgyour chances of find- 
ing a winner.' JDf the campany’s 
films are successful, investors 
bmiefii fi^ a rising share jmm. 

: Metrodome’s manag in g 
rec^, Alan Martin, says: 
wonid always advise someone to 
fry to get mvolyed in a qnead of 
fihns. - Remember, tiiafs what 
the big stutfios da When thqrdo 
a Traaeiic; get it i^t and 
iMetyAing-washes its fooe. But 

takes toa" 

If you are tempted to back a 
sm^e Ghn, Mr Martin says, the 
IS to be oonfideut the pec^ 
involved have a good trajdt 
record, and tfaattiie sal& si<fo is ' 
pnqp^ organised. 

• He says: ‘Always make sure 
there is a laopec, established sales 
agent attad^ befeuehand who 
irkeen on selling the film. And . 


make sure there is aUK (fistrib- 
utor involved. What you don’t 
want is to.be involved in a film 
that gets made, and then ifs 
hauled roond by the producer to 
fry to find a sales agent” 

' - It is also 'inqiortant to be 
':dear. just vritere in fiie pecking 
order small investors come if Che 
Sna shoold ever show a profit 
You should' also be dear just 
which zi^iisyDu ^ buying a part 
of-^caaenu release, udea 
waoD-or ah three -and which 
pacts of file world each of these 

Ridurd Flatt is an actor and 
drector who b about to start 
frying to raise nKM^fofiistfrJl- 
lengtb featur^ ddhxi C^MTotioR 
Ehu,- a &n about a lO-year-old 
boy v4io thinks he*s S<ris BcesI^ 

• Wth a cast of unknowns and a 
shoot of about & weeks, he 
thinks the fifaa cooldbe made for 
£1.2m. 


- ‘Hb first film — the Sfi-miniile, 
award-winning 

Diqi - was made in 1996 at a cost 
of £38,000. That price was po^ 
sible on)^ because the utois 
agreed to weak for nothing. 

Has money deaned out miKh 
of Mr Fla^ sa^gs, built up 
from hb aldi^ roles and a.ogu- 
pie of hu^&ive television cd|^. 
TT^prrialy Wr platt pbys JaiSK 
lanrflord in tete-; 

. J^|^Bg;.TiWbmyoupinTny»^ . 
into a piefrue for the first time, 
you’re actually investing in die tal- 
ent of ^vedtei; the (Srectoraid 
the team.-:^! go on to 
. wood andnnkB a AffMbno*. 
first people 1 gcF to when I want 
to raise uKXi^ again are going to 
be the same people who had a 
hare in iny fizA £Im jndnre. 
Then, of comse, the rewards are 
much .greater, because you’ve 
got more money to jd^.with.’' 


Like Mr Martin, he s^ dis- 
tribution b the'key. H6 sbow/ed 
to a cruise shp 
audience last yes, some of whom 
were suffidentfy impieascd to say 
they might invest in Operatkn 
JSvtr. But Mr Flatt wants at least 
an agreement m prindple on 
distcibuticin ibr the fihn b^ie he 
caDsthem back. 

*1 can’t possibly go to peo(ie 
unft aide thwnfirwmfwify until TVft 

got-some of mnfet for it '* be 
s^. Ttt>get nqr etfitra to put H 
together as we shoot, weHl make 
triers and hawk those around 
. as we sbooL If I die doing it, I’m 

going to malrp this rhiTnn film. ** 

The indusfry also benefits 
from several tax brBaJa.Tbese are 
' deag^toenocasageinvestmex^ 
in risky or unproven businesses, 
and film production qualifies on 
both counts. 

Investors with hog profits from 
other shares can dtSa payment 


Froifc iidonai bad^Ig: 
Investment 
compenies offer 
an easy route Into 
film finance, 
and Che chance 
to invert In pro|ects 
Eke the revival of 
the rtiwiir ISTOs^ 

TV aeries 

IDusoracion: 

Jonathan Anstee 


of capital gains tax (COT) 
through reinvestment reli^ The 
old shares can be sold with no 
GGT to pay, pcovidiag the money 
b reinvested in a qualifying un- 
quoted compel^ within three 
years of the sale. Compames 
with an AIM listing are not 
excluded. 

Matrix Films ft Iblevision b 
one eoinpany pulUi^ in funds 
through this route. The two 
projects it has helped so 
far are Mike ^gb’s Career Gfrfr 
and a revival of 1970s’ TV series 
The Pn^essionals^ starring 
Edward Woodward and due to 
screen later thb year. Matrix 
finds ib investois through the 
UK’s network of independent 
financial advbeis. 

NDe Bamford, company ae- 
coimtani at Matrix, says: ‘’Our 
investors are peofde with OGT fi- 
abflities, and wre can structure 
ihftni into a scheme as leinvest- 
ment reliet They act as co- 
produceis in the film or the TV 
series, and defer psymg the 40 per 
centCCrT 

"So &r, the minimum invest- 
ment we’ve accepted b£10Qi,DOQL 
That m^t come ifows, but it’s 
-a lot more admin wrorit from our 
point of view if we lower that 
amount” 

The enteiprise initiative 
scheme b another way for big in- 
vestors fr> get involved. Thb 
scheme, the replacement for the 
old busmess expansion sdieme, 
gives tax relief at 20 per cent on 
sums of up to £150,000. Thb, 
again, b intended to encourage 
investment into ibl^ ventures as 
film production. 


! The dash to cash in on PEP allowances 
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Like gre^iomids put of their 
htraps, UK fond managers are 
-stnklai^ towards the 5 .^»il 
4kd-of-year tax deadline, Ik^ 
iag topiill bnUioDS of pounds of 
iaweslcas* mmey in their waka 
Ih^ are banking -literally 
T'rai.the qew-found attraction 

I ferpeisc^eqmiypbiisinthe 
Walreoftlie ftid^taonoimce- 
mem flmt PEA vrill not have to 
be ToOed'into the new liifivid- 
ual. Savings Account,.!^ to a 
JODj^lamt, sugges^ 
_ - Thescafe rfe^powtipgintp . 

UE^]n.ttied^Dgda^bflfabtu 
year beaqieded to readi almost 


BJAarii ^hstcoat, esBCOtive 
dicector at Fideltfy fovestmenb, 
says: “Sinoe the Chant^or 
gave tbegreeo light to FEFS m 
last we^s Budget, we have 
seen a fiood new business. 
Ws are receiving mrer. 8^000 
calb a dfy and i»edict that ihe 
industry will receive over 
500,000 calls before 5 AfuiL*^ 
Mr Wbsccoai says bb com- 
pany b ready to haiu^ more 
. than. 75,000 more calb be- 
tween DOW and the end of thb 
taxyear. Fidelity b pbmuDg to 
keep its oCBces in Tbnbridge 
(tot) and J^gare (Sur^), 
open us^ the 1^ nunnie - 


midnight on Sunday, 5 ApriL 
Metcmy Asset Mamyncnt, 
ann ther br g e j xOHde^a^itwifl 
acc^ {qipHcations f m* its FEFs 
until Saturday, .^plications 
most reach its offices by post or 
th^can be deliveied IfyliBod to 
its head <^Goe iu Londoa 
Other life offices are maldog 
CTiwUaT azrangeanenta. Among 
ihbre e:q)ecting a bst-minute 
PEP booanza are the UK's 
growix^ band of discount bro- 
kei^ who sen cheap products by 
(lisoouDtiQg .Che cost of tiieir 
mrrnnlssi Qn bade to OLSlnme rs. 

Don Qazk, at FEPDirect, a 
Wotverhampton-based tele- 


phone broker whidi duoges 
£25 per cransactioo, saj« his 
staff have been rakmg in mcfrc 
than £15m a day into PEA. 

Amid the FEP-buying 
fren^, however, it still pays to 
•take care when selecting a 
product Not only b the stock 
market a potentialfy risliy in- 
vestmeat, but the tax advan- 
tagsof PEAare DOtab^tfae 
most importaht consideration 
for savers. If in ai^ doubt talk 
to an indepeodent financial * 
advber (DA) before investing 
-NicGfeum' 
ForaBstofthralFAsnewyou, 
caU 0117 9711177. 
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fTlNDEX 

Enforced 

pensions 

The prospeec of enforced »n- 
tribucions by emplc^rees Into 
pension schemes moved one 
step closer this wedc widi the 
publication of die Governmendi 
Green Paper on vreibre refeim 

Frank Reid, the Weibre Re- 
fenn Minister, who unveiled the 

document - New Ambitions for 
our Country -A New Contract 
for Welbre - before the Com- 
mons, spoke of “dories on the 

p^rty of Government. ..nwtdwd 

by dudes for the indtvidual”. 

Mr Reid said: “h b the duty 
of governmm to relieve pover- 
ty In old age and regulace pension 
provision; it b the duqr of indi- 
viduals to sarre where possible for 

olda^” 

The move towards enforced 
comrlbudons has been attacked 
in some quarters for leading to 
a cutfx mary worters. Hew- 
ewr, mongige lenders wdcomed 
reforms that will protect home- 
owners who suffer a reduction in 
income from being penalised for 
having taken out payment pr^ 
tection insurance. 

Financial 

Illiteracy 

Mauty people are HHMwpared 
to rradn fineiMad dedskins be- 
cause of poor *Hinancal Ee- 
eracy”, acconling to a new 
study by the Hnandal Services 
Au th ority (FSA), the CHyb 
leadn^ regulator. The study, 
commbrioned by the PSA, 
fbimd there were major pqas 
fotheprnvis i o i iof fi Mn M led- 
ucaXii^ which has failed to 
match public iteed. The 
Watdidog says it w3l be *Me- 
votingwgruficant r es ources” 
to consumer education. 

Kitemark for 
products 

ftror ffaani^ education is one of 
several boors that contribute to 
investors’ difficulty in under- 
staruling dec^b of the products 
tbq^buRaccordli^eoanewre- 
porx by the Consunters Associa- 
tion. The report argues that 
“disdosure rules” whereby kv 
vescors are tdd riiout about 
charges and commissions are too 
hard to understand, h caOs for a 
simpler r^me. including the 
Idiemarldn^ of products. Age 7, 

Mad monk’s 
message 

An eery message scribbled by 
Rasputin in 1914 puts paid to 
chum that the *‘mad monk” 
could not write. His words 
may now fetch thousaneb of 
pounds at a forthcoming 
auction, along with auto- 
grtqdts and mes sa ges from 
hundreds of femous people 
collecCed over the years by 
one enthutiast. Page 8. 
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A poor excuse for 
financial services 


I am becoming rather 
vk’onicd ut how liitle it takes 

for me to be thnnvn into fits 
of apopicn'. n oiuld uU be to 
do wiin encroaching old age, 
1 suppose. Except that my 
anger miisily manirests iLseif 
When I am foavd to listen to 
the finunciiil services indus> 
m-'s excuses. 

My most recent fit 
followed the publication of a 
dncumcnl h\' the Cimsumcrs' 
.Associatum (CA) earlier this 
week into ’'disclusuie'*. This 
is the term used to describe 
the .supply of finaneiai infor* 
mulion. such as charges and 
commissions, which policy- 
holders need to kiuiw before 
the>' hu\’ a particular producL 
The CA report, written 
about in more detail else- 
where in this section, argues 
that the existing disclosure 
regime has failed to help 
consumers. 

The information we arc 
provided with, and the way 
wc arc gK'cn it. conspires to 
make it no easier for us to re- 
ally understand what product 
providers are doing with our 
money. In fact, mistrust of the 
cntiA; tinunciol sales process 
Ls so rife, the CA found, that 
wc lend not to read the prod- 
uct particulars even when it 
is relatively well presented. 

The CA concludes that 
some form of rating ^em 
where benchmarit fibres are 
used to compare and rate 
products wxHiId siznpliQr mat- 
ters considerably. Minimum 
producL standards, such as 
maxinium charges, flexibility 
and so on, arc another idea 
put forward in the report. 

All this is something The 
Indepatdent has been cam- 
paigning for ever rince wc 
began publishing analyses of 
the life and pensions industry 
iy John Chapman, who de- 


vised one such scheme sev- 
eral years ago (John's latest 
survey appears this week). 

The CA's findings arc so 
sensible that one would 
imagine finaodal regulators 
falling over themselves to sup- 
port them. But DO, the 
Personal investment Authority 
(PIA) - the ftont-line watch- 
dog responriblc forprotociiag 
consumers - can’t quite bring 
itself to do thaL The PIA is re- 
ported in one publicatioa as 
simply ’‘noting” the Con- 
sumers* Association’s views. 

Waw. Each year, hundreck 
of thousands of polityfaolders 
are unable to underhand the 
information they arc given 
and inappn^mate and ex- 
pensive pnxhicts. Meanwirrle 

the PIA, whose inarfftqiiaftf 
disdosuie rules have led to 
this position, “notes” attempts 
to suggest better alternatives. 

Perhaps its reaclicms come 
fosm the same stable as those 
of a financial adviser who this 
week blamed the CA itself for 

consumers' i gnnranrf 

According to him, the 
public feels ignorant not be- 
cause it isgiven the wrong in- 
formation badly, but because 
it is given any infozmadon at 
all. If we weren't told any- 
thing, wc would have nothing 
to be worried about. Igno- 
rance is bliss. In otberwords. 

One can only hope the 
CAlS report finds its way into 
the hands of people marginally 
more tympathetic to the con- 
cq)t of consumers as intdligenr 
and rational human beings. 

Meanwhile, the 
services mdustry mi^t reflect 
on the fact that had punters 
been better informed and 
had the products sold been of 
a high standard, it would not 
be facing an £Jlba bili to 
compensate victims of the 
pension mis-selling scandaL 


Budget for future investments 




\}et^ 


the makeover 

Name: Ryan Willianis 
Age:^ 

Occupation: En^neer 

The problem: What to do with cash 

slopping around" In a PEP, which he 
does not know what to do with. He 
is concerned that the UK stock 
market ny be over-valued at prese n c 
The advice: Lode to corporate bond 
as an afcemacive wsty of using 
yotv- tax-free aBowotces widi the pos- 
sfoifity of some capital gains but with- 
out the same risk as with equities. 


Ryan \\fiUiams is 49 and married wnlh 
two children, both of whom have 
fiown the nest He and his wife are 
members of their employers' pensioa 
schemes. Their home in paid for and 
valued at around £1S0JKI0. He has 
some cash on deposit with a building 
sodety*. Their major investments are 
in self-select PEPS worth - around 
£65.000. of which around £40J)00 is 
currently held in In arfriirinn they 
bold around £10,000 of equities and 
Mrs ^Wiliams contributes the irMTiitiui n 
to an employee shore option plan 
(Esop). Both have Tbssa’s. 

ityan is concerned about the impact 
of the Budget on his financial planning 
and is looking for suggestions regard- 
ing future investment strategy, vrith the 
main priority being capita] growth. He 
cams £25,000 a year and has a com- 
pany car. Mrs WQliams eams£10JX)0. 

The adriser. ^ce Clark, of rite fair 
dependent financial advice firm Fraser 
Smith. Maple House. Street, Pot- 

ters Bar. Herts, EN6 5BS, 01 707 672900 
(the finn also has a London office). 

The advice: Itynn and his wife are 
in a reasonabty strong financial posi- 
tion. having paid off their mortgage. 
He has been a member of his final 
salary compaity pension sdienrn ainrp 
he started work m‘er 30 years ago and 
has regularly tof^ied up his contribu- 
tion each year to the maximum 15 per 
cent of salary allowed, via a free-stand- 



Market worries: Corporate bonds could be safer inve stments for Ryan Williams Photograph: John Lawrence 


ing additional voluntary oontribution 
(FSAVC). He pays pension contribu- 
tions net of 23 per cent basic rate in- 
come tax, which is claimed at source. 

He shtxtld continue to fond at the 
maxumim level to the FSAVC to take ad- 
vantage of the tax reliefs vriiilc they last 

There is a wexti of caution, however. 
Ryan may he dose to earning the max- 
iraum two-thirds pension and should 
chedt eadi year .that his additional con- 
tributions won't result in an over-fund- 
ing problem. Since it is possible to 
indude all taxable emoloments, this 
rarely causes a problem. Pension 
schemes tend to provide benefits 
linked to basic salary only and so ex- 
dude bonuses and other benefits in 
kud, such as the company car. 

To get a foil picture of income in 
retirement, a forecast of the potential 
benefits available to both Itym and his 
wife should be obtained, as well as a 
forecast of state benefits, which can be 


obtained Ity completing DSS form 
BR19. A cashflow management exer- 
cise can then be undertaken wdiidi will 
identity the inoome set to be generated 
from all sources during retiremenL 

The cotq^ both have Ibssas. The 
announcement that existing Tbssas 
will be able to continue their Get-yea 
life span is to be welcomed It makes 
sense to maximise Tessa contributions 
to enjoythe tax-free beue fi t s of this in- 
vestmenL ContrftiutioDS to Ibssas can 
continue for their normal fiv&year life, 
and die cqrital value can then be rolled 
over to an Individual Savings Aeooont 
(ISA) without Tmparring upon the 
normal annual allowance. 

The future of PEft was also dari- 
fied with the £50J)00 limit for transfer 
to the new ISA scrapped after sus- 
tained industry lobby^ Hiis is good 
news for Ryan with PEP holdings of 
£64J}00aixl 1998/9 PEP allowances still 
to use. Mrs '^fillianis has still to nse her 


1997/8 PEP allowance and has been 
oonadering a corporate bond PEP. 

A corporate bond is similar GO a gilt 
issued by the government, except that 
it is a loan stodt issued by a private 
•compaity paying a fixed interest rate. 
The capital value fiuctuates in Ime with 
marioet expectations, aldnu^ th^are 
more stable dian equities. Ryan is 000 - 
cemedwiditbBpioqiectafaaDgieeur- 
reo(ty, but this development should see 
UKinterest rates foil into liae with the 
generally lower rates in Europe, and 
thfr is expected to boost the ca^rital 
value of UR corporate bonds. . 

Ryan is holdi^ so mudi cash in his 
PEP because of concerns about the 
height of the UK stock market, hence 
the interest in the corporate bo^ PEE 
Mrs wniiatES should structure this by 
use of her general PEP al- 
lowaxiceL Ihe fimd sdectioo can always 
be varied in the future. The relativety 
high ^eld available of^ say, 73 per cent 


could be reinvested to boost capital 
gEOwth, as income is not needed now. 

Corporate bonds could also prove 
to be a mote attractive investment than 
cash in Ryan’s PEPs for the reasons 
highlight^ above. 

Altiiou^ the traditional bed-and- 
breakfost arrangements haw been 
ouriawed, sefling part of their direct eq- 
uity portfolio for reinvestment into the 
more tax advantageous PEP environ- 
ment is still permitted, but care would 
have to be taken to ensure the gain on 

aity share sold remained below the an- 
nual CCJT exemption. Indexation will 
only apply on g^ins until S April 1998, 
so short-tenn gains will be taxed at a 
higher rate, (40 per cent) than long- 
tenn gains, (24 per (rent). 

Mis Wniiaons has been contribut- 

iog the maximum £250 per month to 

a Esop share save scheme with her em- 
ployer. The first tranche of shares is 
due in the next tax year, and axqr en- 
cashment could possibly utilise both of 
their annual CGT aliowaoces. The 
shares have benefited greatly from the 
rhe in banldngstodES in recent months. 

They have sufficient death-in-ser- 
vioe and income protection benefits in 
the event of Hlness. prorided by their 
employers. However, they do not have 
a wilL T his is a number one priority 
for them. 

Hieir combined estate is more 
than the inheritance tax exemption lim- 
it of £223J)00 (from fi^nil), and a lade 
of some simple estate plaiming at this 
sts^e, such as p lanning to use at least 
part oC-tfae first nil rate band, could end 
Dp costing their children some of 
their inheritance, particularly if the 
more penal inheritance tax regime ex- 
pected under Ldxiur is rolFoduoed in 
the next few years. 

They ^oold also address the issue 
of long-term care in old age. The role 
of the state-is being greatly reduced 
and, althou^ we are awaiting the 
Royal Commission report on this, 
this is an issue of growing importance 
for many people like the WQliams. 






Spotlight: Invest On-Line's UK Tracker PEP 


The Product Invest On-Line's UK 
Thicker PEP. 

'The Deal: Invest the maximum 
£6,(X)0 PEP aOowanoe for the year arid 
Imxst On-Line, the direct marketiiig 
arm of Rcyal & SunAIliance, win give 
you some bargain basement cbaiges. 
The mon^’ goes into a triuker fond 
which aims to mimic the perfor- 
mance of the FTSE AU-Share index. 


Plus PoiiTts: It really is very cheap if 
you invest the maximuin. A 03 per 
cent annual management char^ is'as 
low as Ugels; even Legal & Graeial's 
annual management charge is higher 
at 03 percent (Virgin's tracker fund, 
once among the cheapest, is quite ex- 
pensive now at 1 per cent). . 

Tracker funds have signMcantty 
outperformed active fond manageis. 


Gartmore, PDFM and Mercury 
Asset Management are all suffering 
from efients disafiectedby vriiat th^ 
see as poor value for money. 
Drawriiadcr arid tides: Matty now be- 
lieve the market looks pealty, having 
grown by 40 per cent in the last year. 

, If it takes a downturn, trackers will 
fake the full weight 6f anyfiUL 
tivefrmd managers nuty-sOr in^nor ' 


> outperfonn a tiadeer in a sluggish 
market In 1994, they efid much the 
same as trackers. As with 1987 and 
^90. two other occaaons when stodc 
markets fell and most managed funds 
foiled to better tracker performance. 

Hie diaiges have a few gia fin 
Whereas L&G just hasamani^iement 
lo^Jhivest On-line tak^ a bid/offer 
.'Sjaeadof Q3percent.iStiU de£q>,bdt ' 


if you invest less than £6300, there's 
a 2 per cent initial dhaige and a 2.7 per 
cent l^ofiEer spread, which is not so 
dhe^ If you invest the same £6300 
with L&G throu^ the PEP Shop m 
Nbttii^bam (01 15 9S251Q5),you1I also 
get a I per cent cash rebate, worth £60. 
Yenfict: Cheap but not the dieiqiest, 
and safer investments exisL 
Pfairka five; Three 





The Corporate Bond PEP 

Poe low cost 
high income PEP 


LAST 

CHANCE 

To claim your 97-98 
PEP,you must 
can b^ore March ^Hb 
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Legal & General have led the way 
in providing low cost, high per- 
il »nnanco PKHs to our customers. 

A gl.itK'e at the table shows that we 
deliver unlxMlabie value, providing 
the lowest cost ilivcrsified Corptiraie 
llttnd PIU* i.m tile market with annual 
nunageincnl cfoiiges of only U.S'-'i}, 
withnoinitiiiU'luirgeson lump sum 
investments ur withdrawal fees. 
You still have time to get a 
PMl* .ind applic.nion li.*rms 
jix> n«.>w avaiLiNe on r(.x{uesi. 

So. for a regular, high Mx-free 
income on your savings find out 
more .ibout Britain's best value 
Imome PFP ichLiv. 


. 2 PEM ^ 

FOBTOE raiOS pFX 

Cal! now to fiad out how 
you can get a complete 
lefoad of all chai^gcs for 
the 'srturie first year on 
your 1998-99 PEP. 
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Legal & General 
Corporate Bond PEP 

a5% 

71% 

IMeUty MoneyfedWer 

bwomenp 

a7% 


Virgin fecMeW 

0.7% 

6,5% 


fcMfcC Cp fp ocaa e 
SoodnsP 


2.25% 


d3% 


NO initial charges 
NO witbdrau'al 

0,5% annual tnanagemeni charge 


\isif our u eh site at it inr.i uii(i(,.e< 


I iUil out iiuirv noil — 
phoiu’ free 




0500116622 


•Stint to Spin II 

'‘tint to 6/tn, ii echriuls. 


PUm^rnaitr^CTqpe 


rnop^uiMMJfoMMci 

IB s I mh (ta 

m oiiJMdihl nBftJMr MMtnV 


}ES 


i<ii 


^l•''*r■•. ■U.'.V/'.lfia.i:-, 


tomuMnsi 



i«. «ii*m. |(•.,| !!k. b-,y' ,% I'a n, ril 
fmft! IIII ;-..i p. 

u . pT.lb »! .rT .,1 

IWTti/*T 'iW. 'jpi- ,'ji jji i3 i 

IP.; Q 

•l‘ IIUI ll'klll'.m' l■■4■ I'l 1..;;.' .,1,, 
'nl'iW|ilp<< ;i'i|ui.-M.ii lift, im,,* 
vUrti Via, jniilii*, fti-injihil 
• •ft! jiiaii .fttHf 

•ts.iiJU 'in A I'ii'.if, 

. J .KiiVin. > ilu. ix.-i'iii.i. pi,. J.. 
|•rlfa,,.', i.i ,,v. i,ai 
iP4l:iu.i »r Ji., v'.'T.,.' 

mil .J* 


CTCgU 


Te .v, /.'.Hj,. 


ifK 


UreDeral 


iilereangeb 

inilni/ljijsiness 

opport-nities 


12 MILLION INVESTORS TRUST PIDELITY 



TIL YOU GET ENOUGH. 

M O N t‘ Y B i; J L D I: It <j K O \V 1 II P !■ p 


Great news in die Budget Two more years of PEPs, whkfa 

can continue lo grow completely free of coital ^iris and nKome' 

lax. So you can still use your maximum S9fi00 tax-free PEP 
allowances if you invest before 5 ApriL And from 6 Aprfi you 
can invest a fordier 49,000 in your 1998/^ PEPs. 

Why FideUty?Just k>^ at ^ pedmoaoce of oorMooeyBulIder 
Growth PEP. This UK actively managed- fund has no entry or 
exit chaiges” and £3,000 tnvesGed three yean ago would now be 
worth S6,52gf. 

That's growth of 110.9% tax-free, way ahead of the FT-5E 
AlPShare Index, beating frunous Tracker PEPS Ulee Viigin Growth. 

Now, we can’t guarantee returns like this aQ the >■’»***. but 
we do believe the stockmarket offers the best opportunities 
for longrierm ptwth. And with Fkieh’ty, you have the 
reassurance of investii^ with the world’s largest fond 

pg^RnuEMfininLTiuR 

0800414171 

www.fldellli.cD7Bk 


with more analyas around the globe than any of our competitors. 

That's the reason our PEPs are so stodtpidcin' good and 
that’s why we’ve been voted Best Unk Trust Gttsup of the Year 
in the leeeai Standard and Poor’s Mlcropal Awards. 

So don’t stop. Call now. or speak to your lEA. 


LJ ftSY TO PEP BSFDRF 5 APRIL 


★ CaU us now. Our lines are open 9Mnm 8pm daity. Our trains 

esocutives wiD happily answer your questions. 

★ TO11 sendyou an application form by 1st class mail fai time 

for you » return it by 5 ApriL wfll even 6ix it to you if time 

tuns out. And don't forget, our application forms are also 
available tmiine. 

You can top up an existing PEP over the phone (or online) 
using Switch or Ddta. 
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Best bets for carpetbaggers 


HalHax's bid for Birmin^am Midshires 
has opened the floodgate for yet . 
more, windfalls, lain Morse reports 
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Just when b uilding sodcdes 
begaa to think it was safe to gb 
back into the water, caipet- 


over again. Ihousands would- 
be membeis, tenqxnaAfdsnisd 
die to join up, \am taken 

advantage of the new relaxation 
in the rules to begin queueii^ 
round the block once more. 

The irox 7 of all this, after al- 
most nine months in which 
building sodeties have quietly 
been winning bade business 
from their demutualised rivals, 
is that it.flows from events at 
ooe society that had already sedd 
itself off last year. 

Binningham Midahire s, 


which had been touting -hsdf 
around the Qty for at-least 12 
months, finally found a buyer 
and agreed last summer to put 
a £63to offer from Royal 
of Scotland to its members. 
The deal wdi^ have given an 
average payout of £fi30 per 
member. Then, gfii^sr thu 
mouth, Halifax stejyed in to 
trump the agreed d^ with a 
£78Qai offer toMBdsbiFes, pro-. 
<hiciqg an extra £150 per pexson. 

TTift «Bgntfira> wfft nf f hht 

is the questions it raises abbot 
(tffaer societies siniflar in size to 
Kottiagliam Afidtiiiies cr baiety 
smaQeT 'bnt equally taigbty re- 
garded: if Halifax is so kea on 


CARPETBAGGING COSTS 

Top 10 Building Sodeties -minimum opemng balanoe 

fair new members 

Nationwide: £] voopenanacoounc^chmeniberstai^bucwind- 
&ils go to charity: 

Bradford & Bingley: E] ,000 instatic access, £500 for one-year bond, 
£10 monthly satnngs plan, £100 confers membershfo. 

Britannia: £5,000 instant access, £2,000 five-year bond. 
YorksNre: £2J)00 Tessa, 90dty aoooinc, or branch aooowie, £3j000 
postal account 

Porunan: £100 branch rnstant access, £1,000 postal Instant ac- 
cess, £500 one-year bond. 

Coventry: £2,500 branch accounts and postal instant access. 
SIdpton: £2,000 brand) instant aoMSS, and £5,000 far ocher ac- 
counts. 

Leeds 8 e Hofoedc £1 £100 branch account, QJOOQ postal account. 
Chelsea: fiJXX) branch or postal accoieic. 

Dwbyshire: £1 £100 in Deriyshire area, £S£X)0 els«>Miere. 



ROBIN AMLOT 

INTERNET 

INVESTOR 


Where angels go 
to find biisihess 
opportunities 


this deal, triiat the otheas 

be worth to another buyer? 

Last year, five building so- 
detieg demutualised. Thme 
who .shared in the bonanza 
have been anally rewarded. >U- 
ifanee St Leicester gave each 
member 250 shares last Apifi. 
with an initial trading price of 
542p per share. Ihey now sell 
for aionnd 9Z7p per share. 

Bdstol & West paid an av- 
erage £1400 in caib to savers 
oftwoye^ standing or more; 

KalffaT*R mirtTTTmTn chj>m hnn rL 

out is ifow worth about £1,850. 
Woolwklh and Northern Rock 
followed with share tianHniff* 
worth frxim £1,900 to £2460. 

Nnnr W rm m ghatn 

has re-opened die game many 
other are back b die 

fiamcL The question is: bow to 
ciiooseandl)Owtojam?lfaity- 

they have been for ^ 

societies have rdaxedtheirgtard 
after last year^ wmdfaU fever. 

But care is needed Fust of 
all, windfalls are not guaranteed 
Swedes demutuali^g can 


choose whether to distribate 
cash or shares. The lawprevenls 
cash wmd&lls to memben of 
les than two yeais. Bristol & 
WMt gave.tiits group preference 
shares, whose price B more a 
function of interest rates than 
oompeny peifoimance. 

There are no statmoiy rules 
on the qnafitymg period of 
membeesh^ for dare wiDd&Il& 
A socafity coidd backdate this to 
the first press qwcuiation on 
demutuaCntioo. Others have 
jnereased tbe fnwitfwwm bal- 
ance to tpiality. Natitanride b«>e 
gone one st^ fiuiben mem- 
b^rsh^ can be secured Ity de- ' 
positi^ just £1 but new 
memben are required to aga 
away vnndfeU rights to charity. 

However, some societies 
have redact the tninimtun 
amounts needed to open mem- 
beiship accounts. Bortnmn, the 
fifth largest, vriRaco^ just £100 
to open a savings account Brad- 
ford & Bb^^ opened a reemd 
700£)00 new aocounte last ^ar 
and does not deny baling 
"baggers*. 


.Aityone seekbg member- 
ship of the top lO^etieswDl 
ne^ to in v est a total of over 
£10,000 into various ssvn^ 
accounts. This a hefty amount, 
SG pickmg mutuals rn ost lOcety 
to convert looks set to be the 
"baggeis* new game. 

Rob Ibcmas, bankmg ana^ 
u Wuburg’s, halt dear selection 
criteria. mritTwik don't have 

much of a foture but smaller 
ones wiD survive asmdie pbyen. 
MwTmggme nt drwM o-wi v eiantn. 
Societies used to have bome- 
growD management 
happy with the mutual etbosL Bui 
DOW they leouit from PLCk* 
The diief executive of a 
society must get approval for 
eooversion from board, Mr 
Thranas adds. These are often 
compoaed of city types, ttiiD lose 
little sleep over ^ving op nm- 
tu^ status. Banks want to btty 
up buQding sodeties ss a means 
o£ egpansoiL E^ndbg sn offer 
suffident to tempt membeis 
with wbdfslls is not a probtem.** 
If Mr Thomas is correct, 
Bradford & Bingley must be a 



Coiwwrtion bwtefitra W>olvvlclA sham handoute am now woi^ 0.000 on 

front runner for conversion, milted to nmiual status”. Few Meaawfail^ 

Its diief executive David Rxv anahsts are coovincei sureis me also 


front runner for conversion. 
Its duef executive David Ro- 
driguezs last j(A was running 
DioiDas Cook. He has already 
bought up specialist lender 
Mortage Express and the es- 
tate agency Blade Horse 
from LloydsfTSB. 

With jRans to grow from as- 
sets of £30bn over the next 10 
years, thh raises the prospect of 
non-mutual elements m the 
gxotq> generatii^ most of its 
pKafils.Ifowever, hs^mkesman 
iwtkBL- Tl/h are totally com- 


mitted to status”. Few 
anatysts are coovinceiL 

Other cooveiaon fevourices 
bdude Britannia, big esiough to 
survive as a notHnutual, and 
Portman, with results good 
enrmgh to attract bids. Mean- 
while, the Chelsea has just 
fended off "Membeis for Con- 
version”, ubidi sought to take 
rfwwtintttKcafitw to 8 member^ 
vote^ by the anqde esqiedfeni of 
dosbg tbe accounts ^ some 60 
membeis w4x) wanted a vote Ml 
deconver^n. 


tus. Notwidt Union and tbe 
j^if pniKa^ Ocfonbl Mutual con- 
verted last year, with NH 
some of the smailei Scottish life 


According to Mr T T io m as: 

"Smaller life crfBces can survive 
times of boom but win face dif- 
ficulties if the eeonooty slows 

down... . Start an endowment or 

buy one secemd hand to bene- 
fit frmn windfalls.” 


the tan regime of PEft and CAa may diQDQa. and tfagynlua oCtfaetax beaaflS will depend aathe indiyfafaiil e tonrgi o nrw oftfae tov t itOL The pricKrflny evn iea O QDd the laavae from themcna g o down osw ^cg 
notoetbodtosmadi Qi von toveft-TheTohM tovon of tfaebeneflta win depend on yoorown cjmmatnncet. ftatpafteimpceti aotnecescifly QflaVhtotfaeftmire perfonaonce. M&G do pc< om mvwrow QQVCT 

T fnmmew j In — - m> «»ily jwvbKf —relg— mf rtta UftC naa rieerfi ig yrmp. -fftaBn:*- Mlm^nL lA meODS tep qOQItUelD l.l.M, gtOWlDGCtte lemVeOM lor Blue UI 7 OW ynm 
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tevatment Anthodty^. IkgiawtdomcKMSECHmise, Vlctc«lQ8oQd.Chehns£3nlCMl lFE.V 4 acthUtTmm ore monoged by M&GSeearitJ«Umfted (Regelated 

by nXRO and Ihe Pesoned l aveitm aat Antiietfty). 







Ibis moQtb a new "stock mar- 
ket” was launched on- the b- 
, tentet, .the Develqpmeat 
Capital Bsebange (DC^ It is 
: yrifirally desigoed for bfor- 
■ .nalbvesmieQtmiiiifistedsiDall 
' and medum-dzse eoteipixses 
(SM&). 

Tbese.are cxanpanieslodc- 
. bg for anythbg between 
£10,000. and. £2m b frmds, 
wiudi cfonot med hank lexui' 
bg or ventuxe capital criteria. 
DCXendamaidMnalaigser- 
vice for "buanes angtis” but 
acts as ah bfonnatioo ooaduit 
This infiamai mvestmeot 
sector is. said to be worth 
around $200ba b the US,five- 
times. huger than the formal 
>eDtuie.cq>ita[bdus&y.0nti)8t 
DOC reckons tbe po- 
PieBtial vahie of fis maiket to be 
^least £iObn b pixvate. m- 
^gmeot b British SMEs. 
f^jnie Private Equity 

die otganisaticm- 
ctwodDCX, says the maxket- 
ami^boostb 

ijfeBudgpL 

^ Chhn^bytheChanodloc. 
woEdooi Brown, to the capital 
^^iois tax (CGI) r^jme with die 
^utiodDctioDa£aloi^teini,10- 
OGTT rate of just id per 
pent is fikety to encourage b- 
^estiBEot m start-up and ex- 
pao^ SMEs whose need is 

'•agm ri«lmmgty fi»tonS-teilD. 

priidxic^iitaL 

Potential investors surfing 
' OB' to DCX are bunediatety 
presented with a waniing, 

' wiiicih is more oomprebensive 

than that lequixed by the FI- . 
oandri Sm^ces Act DOC 
iiiakes.it veiy clear that the 
'CHnis of "due diligence” rests 

entirety with foe mvestor vbo 

dionid seek the advice of pn> 

L fesBonal advisers. 

I The key dififereoce between 

^ bvestiz^ b'quoted stodt and 
partii^jatii^asan bvestor/di- 
rector b an unquMcd oou^Mi*: 
oy, is that die busness pbo is 
caiiy a basis for n^ptiatioo. It 

a not an investment docu me nt 

and there is no proiectoon 
duuld go wrong- 
V • • Ybu can. see opportunities 

QitT Mitty availahtennPCXby 
''didm^OD a sumiomy listiqg- 


fcH'diree'monthsorafriO 12r 
memth stibsaiptxm for £50. 

Both these options bdude 
8nt0Koatice4Dailnotificatioa<Z 
any nivestment opportamties 
that meet your ^tidfied per- 
sonalseaidi criteria oftlie 9ze 
of the mvesunentreqmred, tbe 
busbess locatiOD and the in- 
dusttysectc^. 

■ Ybu may be worried about 
bwngimmrtated wifo o or pcirate 

beggbg for mvestmenL Don^ 
be. Iiwestois sobsccildng to 
DCX xemam anonymous until 
dxydecidetoopcsiiegotiaticxs 
widi a couqiany m vbidi they 
are bterested b investii^ 

. need oniy reveal your 
identity to the DCX meofoer 
firm hiw«ning a partiQilar op- 
portunity when you are rea^ 
to (}pen n^otiations. Howev- 
er, foe co iup any or bdMdual 
seekD^fondsisobviouslywjtb- 
mtheirxjgjitstoaskyoutoidea’ 

. tityybuisrif before ideasng a 
.fifo busbess pbu. 

Thie fisting page 

oamabs foe pest three yeaiZ au- 
dited accounts, where these 
. axe mraDaUe, togefoer unth 
fo mcN yearfoi e casfecrftimaover 
and pKifas. There is also a 200- 
woxd summaiy of foe c^por- 
tunity. Uns cioes not contam . 
thename of foe conqiaciy or 
entrepreiienr seeking frauds 
but wifi direct foe potential in- 
vestor to a DCX member firm 
advisbg the busineb. This 
iheaos the film seeking finufa 
is not put b foe poation of 
'mdoDgapubGco&roffoaRS ' 
without a pioqiectus. 

1^ after leadbg foe detail of 
an ndtvidual ^ipoitiiiuty, you 


{dan, you click an joon'on 
foe wwft -Kstbg page that wifi 
gjreyou foeDCXxoctobet's d^ 
feiln and make COOtaCt autO- 
matiralty fhmugh e-mail 

Rmienfoca; iffivBie equity 
Amding ^ IS DO gusnutee of. 

t j'iMprapmig^ nTrbfoecaSe 

of statt-rip enterprise^ even 
ar^ularmoome.. 


-iiiaB(nih6atofor9pdays. 
you to get bold of m^ 
detaib foe site (iffeis foe ofricn 
ofa£lS"saaq)le”subGcdption 


sion sd wpfi - or a re du nda n - 
cy sbtiement or axty other 

source outside your regular b- 
tYvirB»» rtwnlc vgy,veiycarriblly 
befop^ninnihting aiyQrallof 
it to sudb an bvestmeiR. 

Da^opmeuOgiitoIBsehar^ 

wmieguiy^nvesLcom 




Only 
1 Week 
Left. 


The M&G Fast Track Service - call now: 
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RST it was ear insurance, ina ttie call and rehaned to 1 


niRECT Line Rates 


SAVINGS RATES 


Dinct Liiir Insunt Access Accouot 


UP TO 7.25% GROSS* 


mortgage rate 


Dimi Line Sundard VarleMe Mortgage Rate 


VARIABLE RATE 


7.94ri 


■AEltV 


tJ%}. 




1 Dbvet Line Penoaal Loans 

.AMOUNT OF LOAN 


43.008 


;C6.000 


/IIOJMO 



AD rates t o ii e c i at 16th March 199S. 

I 0181 6671121 I 


SAVINGS 


0181 649 9099 


MORTGAGES 


0181 680 9966 


PERSONAL LOANS 



ww«uBt«i3BiM.ca>ak 


Soam: Direct line AtuMCuii Serrieet. Forjkrtlur i nfe i t n atuHi abomt 
Ae Direct line jnviiutr listed abope, please pbeae ^ apprapriau 
nmmier quodmg INDBB52 

Milaci aaS piniisil tow |n>IM % Uh* n.neM SmIcm • 

asSc'WhBwSawcCtopwr.msaH.ltowle^^ifapeWioSatatoiWbrhiasrtoiniiMW- 

eto« I wMattori.'lto BnainMh <to M> piH aUSMi ilteniilnn ^hcon ■« mS b bwU 


I nsM er toMWt. Ml ima aai oatthM ar I 

gW<htMiB^nqi6<ie>DI>MiU»iaM<a«M6sai CMflOlMiClSiaSSanBaMbilhrep 
toWHsfdwpepiriytoienwpimlwinlmi^MitnwrhMIawt.eHai i ipiiMiaiiwwf*. 
M sank Al aw> eMod dnn as MUk 
voim HOME IS AT usK irvou do not keep up remyments 

ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER UMN SECURED ON IK 
M» na »« ad p»w 1 bMB ailMli ta r»sliiit. S«MM aMi Wm. Ckto maBW ^ 
nna Un Ml M iMl trivim oq «to>h owtooMto oTOIraet Itoi 

h w owslMwdaMilli p la d ii lm 



BRIAN TORA 


Eastern promise in Tokyo? 

products there, R4iile Merrill 
Lynch has ma pped up maqy 
of the brokers laid oEF by 
YamaichL Japan, after all, 
has the same probleia as the 
rest of us. Ad ageing popula- 
tion that win need personal 
savings to fund redremenL 
Unfixtun^ebr, the returns 
achieved by personal savers 
in Japan has been distinc^y 

imdensfh elniing- It ig not juSt 
that the economy is in poor 
shape. Capital markets look 
archaic when compared with 
the Wb^ while bond yidds 
have been all but invisible - 
not just because of defladtMi 
either. Investors and saveis 
have taken a back seat iidifle 
the demands of industry for 
cheap funding are met But 
all this looks set to change. 

Among the more interest- 
ing announcements that have 
preceded next week’s efaangp^s 
was the dedsion of leadii^ 
Japanese penskm provider, 
Nempuku. to outsource the 
management of half its funds 
to fore^ adviseis. This could 
be the ahead for similar 
(^leiadeos. Mrs Wuanabe is 
no loiter the force she was. 
The percentage of shares 
owned individuals has 
dropped firom over half 40 
years ago to barely a fifth to- 
day. In this r^ard Japan is DO 
different to ourse^, but 
di^Iacktfaeiiiveslineotmaa’ 
agement ddDs fxesent in Loo- 
don and New Ybrk. 

Whether this wfll presage 
a tehini to favour for Japan- 
ese shares is ai^ne’s guess. 
Our own Far Eastern experts 
are sdD counsellmg caudon. 
But I am nundfol ftiat our 
own '‘Big Bang" ushered in a 
period of imtnense proqwcky 
for the domestic marioeL The 
trouble with the Japanese, 
thou^ is that du^ are too 
damned inscrutablL 


Two milestones were pa««»d 
in stodc markets ths week. 
The yield on British Mdinary 
shai^ fell to the lowest level 
since Warld ^ One. At 2)4 
per cent, shares in London 
nowyield less than at the timp 
of the stock market peaks in 
1972 and 1987.1feverwara- 

ing notes should be sn urtfitno 

now seems to be the riniP 

The seemingly inexorable 
advance of the UK market 
gave rise also to the second 
major event as its value 
overtook that of Japan%. We 
now have shares worth more 
than those in the world’s 
second largest econonqr. 

The Japanese stock mar- 
ket has been a little steadier 
recently. But prices are still 
significantly below the levels 
reached at the end of the 
19SQs, when the TUcyo mar- 
ket was even - hrie^ - val-' 
ued at more than ^hll StreeL 

The liming for Tol^o 
could not be worse. Next 
week sees the start of finan - 
cial der^ulatiott in Japan. la< 
evitabfy this process has 
earned the tide ‘‘Big Bang”. 
This is misleading in so for as 
it applies to the measures to 
be introduced on 1 >^uiL 

But 1 ^wil is just a start 
Reforms are fdanned which 
wfll take three years or 90 to 
complete, so it win be some 
dme before their efficacy or 
otherwise is detennined. StiD. 
next week is a start, with for- 
eign euhange controls re- 
moved and die UbecaEsatioa 

irfstodfbmlnr^ oM mii g Mi -biR 

Action needed to be 
taken. Share prices languish 
at less than half their peak m 
the late 198QS. One of die big 
four broking houses, Ya- 
maidn, has coOqsed - as has 
life assurance r^fissan Mutual 
and one of J^ian’s top hankR 

However, die Americans 
dearly view Japan as an 
opportunity rather dian a 
threat at present Fidelity has 

mrrrmenrff H a-nTng ffnnnrial 


BrianTiXnischairTnanofthe 
imrestment strata committee 
at Grog Middleton. 


BEST BORROWING RATES 


T Ma ihnw 


aRttiDd 

pma' 


ibi he 
Mr% 


MORTGAGES 


RXS BIDES 


HMBnnM5*BS 

0121 S287070 

335%aaa4.0D 

78% 

£285 

Esoocawiwm 

TMBfWa* 

0800060060 

5j9%B0l3.0l 

78% 
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IBMvaitovBB 

0000 774499 
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am 

£250 

Mi«m.i2SDteamka6 

SeeibgisuRi 88 

9090133148 

4JmiB2yaai 

85% 

e&o 

- 

MeKnAeck 
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79% 

£285 
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MnianiHacfc 

0645805000 

4A9%aiA30 

30% 

□K 

NiiiOtino»epB8S% 
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85% 

£20 

- 
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95% 

£395 

- 
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sJa^iyiv 

95% 

£185 

23%alOsMeii8m 

aiOAlUPIB 
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S38%B3I331 

sm 

£295 

■ 

IMemkdeOS 

0600302010 

639%ler9yaBn 

am 

£20 
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£108.11 

eiBSJT 

£10038 
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BEST SAVINGS RATES 
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MSBUfT ACCESS 

CMattBaO 0000 445280 SMip 
— (000222300 CadSNir 

USTmcn woaosooo toiKiiS4Bua« 

LMWStWaOkBS 0S002S777 IWi«iAee« 
INSraiff ACCESS posm ACCOUMTS 
OBMHdUfOa* 0341555657 OilBBA«* 
SeeWlMlMME 0045 645(1829 kanAms 
aa^ Q80099S895 DwaB**0» . 

imwBReck oe«800 87w smmontttttat 

NQTKE ACCOUNTS & BONDS 

SvbHwhOS 01723500816 ScaMaohaO 
Mnw aWM 0600202121 PDMSO 
l^teMBBa* 0500111200 ODIr44 

bwacMim 0in2iBi6a bmpw 
CHEQUE ACCOUNTS 
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itaikie 

vtann 


askB 

htot 


Deposit Rote 
% 


£1 a78» 07 

go tan Tkv 
eijloo 6«» wr 
omO 70IK ^ 


UMd) £I 6je» wa 
M5K|B| Etoo 7JI0» 'fat 
madp) EiJXIO 7J0K WV 
gjIOO ten 15a 


30 Dm ^ 

80Dk)r(PJ CIQJlOO 7.80% Ika 

60iay(B) £1&fl00 BJlOt Wa 

1 52001 BJ)0% »» 


haa« 


taan 


FIXED RATE BONDS 

tanManaaenmi 01783 372222 nadMBaed 

iMMWdaBS 0500302010 Ftadnaowd 

PMHiBS 0800 007080 Bnndi Rad (M Bond 1 15v 

AMBB* 0800373101 FMiWi 


8MBA 
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FIRST TESSAS 
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MMseaMrBS oeoassTses 

BlIMaBS 0000 132304 

LmMIiBS 0800 336032 (MIlSSM 
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OFFSHORE ACCOUNTS (giDS^ 
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aaaaS Uke iDost people looldflg for tax-efficient 
investments, you probably already know tbe benefits of PEPs. 
Tb^ appeal to investors because returns on both capital and 
income are entirely tax-free. 

Sot you may not know tbat you conld add still further 
to these benefits by bolding Investment IVust shares in a PEP. 

investment Trast PEPs allow you to spread your risk 
across a wide portfolio and still remain within the £6,000 
maximum permitted by tbe government They also, let you 
take advantage of the opportunities provided by shares 
traded on stock markets aronnd the world, something tbe 
private investor nsuaily finds both difticult and expensive. 

You can reap tbe tax-free rewards of PEPs through an 
Investment Triist for as little as £100 a month; alternatively 
yon can invest with a lump sum. And, because charges are 
kept to a minimom, investment Trusts are among the lowest 
cost investments yon can make. 

To see how yon can combine the benefits of PEPs with 
the distinctive advantages of Investment Thists, send for 
onr Fact Sheet ‘Investment Trust PEPs - A Plain Guide." It’s 
free and produced by the AITC, the body that speaks for 
Investment TVnst (Mmpanies. Simply fill m the coupon or 
call ns on 0171 431 5222. 


THE ASSOCIATION OF INVESTMENT TRUST COMPANIES 
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How to find the best unit trusts 



THE 

JONATHAN 

DAVIS 

COLUMN 


Past peifonnance is not neces- 
sarily a gmde to the future. The 
phrase is mandatory in all ad- 


vertisemrats for unit trnsts and 
other eqiiiQ^based finanirtai 
products. But* wtet actually 
does it mean? 

By trawhug the histoiical 
record, and jugging with the 
start and end dates, there is 
one period where the 
performance of a fund can be 
made to appear as good as 
anything elM around. If you 
want to be precbe about it, the 
predictive value of unSltered 
past-perfonnanoe statisties Is nO. 

The statistical evidence on 
this point is uncompromisii^ - . 
just as dear; in fact, ^ the find- 
ing that 75 per cent of an man- 
aged fimds conristently &il to 


over a five-year period. 

So riiould ooe.^ revert to 
thromiig a dart at a list of unit 
trusts? Qea^ not. Common 
sense teOs us tha* some fimd 


man^gexsare better than otfaaSb 
The good news is that the tools 
to. rmJEe rneanmgful cmnpar- 
scmsbetweeu (fiSiaeat fundsaie 
becoming both more sophisd- 
cated and gradually more wide^ 
avaSable. Raw data on the per- 
{azmaact'd fimA jg available 
fitxn a nomber of sources. 

But this sdli leaves the ques- 
tion of how to i nterpret the data. 
A pnoneer sofdibiicaied fimd 
peifbimaiice analysis In this 
eoimtxy is Fhnd Research, 
started aioaad 10 years affj by 
es-E%]eliiy fimd managers. 

Peter managwig di. 

rector of Pund Research, uses 
acombhMticmrfasophisticated 
quanthadve .screennig system 
anddefiailedqoalitativeassess- 

mentenf ff} 

rank and rate the best fimds in 
the UK. The nuun qoanritative 
tedndque he uses involves look- 


ing at the consistency of a 
fund’s p erfo r mance and the 
frequent with which it ap- 
pears in the top edrelons of the 
performance tables. This in 
turn produces a weighted score 
which measures oonsismn^. 
Rmd Reaeanrii also produces a 
series of statistical measures to 
measure eadi fund's risk pro- 
file, badeed up 1^ detailed in- 
terviews vrith fund managers. 

The taUe shows tuw the top 
10 uxBt Dusts in one particular 
sector, UK eqtn^growtii, mea- 
sure up. A score of 10 means a 
fund was in the top 10 per cent 
of all the funds in hs sector in 
a particular period; a 9 means 
it ranked in the second 10 per 
cent, and so on down the sk. 

The method aims to weed 
out funds wfakh, thanks to one 
particularly goml year, sud- 
den^ ^jpeariu the top echelons 


UNDERSTANDING THE STOCK MARKET; JOHN ANDREW 


Buying shares? First pick your broker 


A luxury service 
costs money. So 
decide how much 
you want to pay 
your stockbroker 

Shares can be bought or sold 
only through a stockbroker 
who is a member of the Lou- 
don Stock Exchange. Share- 
dealiog services come in many 
forms: by phone or po^ and 
inpersoit 

You wiU see advertisements 
for telephone sbareKlealing 
services in new^»peis and 
magazmes. Mai^ people use 
the services ofiered by cfaeir 
bank or boQding society, whQe 
others prefer to deal direct 
udth a broker. It depends on 
the level cf service you reqiHTB. 

Tbe service offered by tde- 
pbooe and in the high street 






Dial-«^<IeBt: Tdephone dealing b • usually —.easy 


the level cf service you reqiHTB. Itiseaiytosetapaacteo-., have foooitqdete a ‘Tact find”. 

Tbe service offered by tde- utioo-only anaugemenC. J^s He win want to know details 
phone and in the high street your batik or buil^g society-, of your iDa»ie,ccxrnnitmeDts 

this will’^. and assets, whether yoii are 
term used to describe this a mere fbmtati^. However. ' looldugforiDcozDeorgrowth, 


baric buying and selUng of 
shares is the somewhat 
macabre phrase “execution 
only”; the institution will 
imdertake your instructions, 
but will not give investment 
advice. 

This does not mean that 
thqr will not guide you throu^ 
the procedure for the trans- 
action. On request, some vdD 
also provide baric injEotmation 
such as the current price, yield 
and the p/e ratio. However, 
should ybu be undecided as to 
which of two shares to pur- 
chase, no advice will be finth- 
coming. 

This is perfectly adequate 
for ar^one who knows pre- 
cisely what they want, it also 
bps the advantage of being in- 
ejqreurive. for deals 

below £5,000, the charge is 1 
per cent on the value of the 
transaction, subjeA to a min- 
imum of £^. If pezfodkaUy 
you are likely to want to tele- 
phone for basic informatioD, 
do check that die compaiiy will 
provide this. 


where you are not.known, 
yon may be asked to give your 
address arid bank^ detaila in 
adtUtion to prowting some 
form of identity. 

Ifyou would like to control 
your owe portfolio of abates, 
but would like the safety net 
of being able to fen back on the 
optmion of aproferiaonaL,yDu 
require an advisory facOiQ^. 
This is a baric service available 
from traditumal stodforokers, 
and is ihore expeurive than the 
execution only share dealing 
that is available in the high 
stre^ The commissiofl for 
the deals, wh^ls calculated 
as a percentaj^ of the shares 
tiad^ wiD indude an elem^t 
for the advice. 

By (^)tiiig for an advisory 
service, you are establiriung a 
relationship with a broker. 
Normally there will be an ini- 
tiaJ interview, which is con- 
ducted witiiout a fee being 
charged. Do your homeworit 
before this, for in order to 
conform to the regulatory 
Tequiiements, the broker will 


andyoor attitude towards risk. 

It is caibr by aridng such 
questions that the broker will 
Ite aUe to giveyou good advice 
based on your dreumaanoes. 
• Many in vestors consider that 
the higber octmousaon is well 
worth paying to have advice 
readily av^bble, Herwever, 
do not abuse tiie serrice by 
constantly telephoning for a 
diat if you d^ only occa- 
sionally. Should you develop 
a good rapport with the 
buAer, you could wdl find that 
you receive a phone call if an 
iavestmeat Of^poitusity arises 
whiefabeorshe oourid^may 
interest you. 

Many stockbrokers and all 
institutions offering private 
banldiig ofier a oompiete port- 
folio management service to 
clients. Thu comes m ^o 
forms -disoetionaiy and ad- 
visory. a discantionaiy 
arrangement, > the i^rvice 
prendder takes full control of 
the portfolio, buying and seD- 
ingriiareswiihtheaimofinsx- 
imismgtbe client’s Objectives. 


PhotqgreplE Nicob Kunz 


The advisoiy form means' that 
tiie dianges are made oafy 
after consultation 'Ikrittt and 
agreemrat,^ foe dient ^^p- 
icaDy,foedia{^forsucbser- 
vices arc 1 per cent of foe value 
of a portf^o up to £250X00 
(mmimiim £1^0), plus deal- 
ing costs. These services are 
not for small investors. 

Ifyou decide iqxm a baric 
advisory as opposed to an 
execution-only service, you 
need to find a broker who will 
ofleryouvriiatyou want at foe 
price you are prepared to pay. 
The Association of Pri^e 
Gient Investment Managers 
and Stockbrokers (APCIMS) 
publiriies a directory Usting an 
stockbrokers who pravi^ a 
service to private investors. 

This outlines foe servfoes 
each firm provides. Do your 
research a^ go and see these 
in your short list before de- 
drUng wluch one is for you. 
Brokers who have a high nuo- 
imum conunission are potiieiy 
saying that they do not cater 
for small investors. 

Htt a eofy of the tUrecuay of 
stoddtrders, corUaaAPClhfS, 
112 Middlesex Street, London 
El THY (0271-247 7080). 


UK Equity growfii 
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of foe league tables, only to 
disappear like a shooting star 
foe next Tb^ are foe fimds to 
be avoided. By contrast, lud^ 
the investor can the 
few stalwarts, such as Hdeli^ 
Special Situations, which have 


beeu consistent ouiperformers 
for nearfy 20 years. 

How good is this method at 
picking winners? Well, that 
depends on your point of view. 
Acsording to Fund Research, 
their methodology increases foe 


prcdictii'e power of the peifor- 
mance Sgints Grom evens lu 
about 2-1 oa. In others words. 

focre is a two-foirds dianctt that 

a fimd whidi scores wcQ in foe 

oonsislCDC)' tables wOl suw above 
average iu the future - which is 
better, hut not a ciindier. 

You would not know' from 
foe table alone, for cxzunple, 
that foe number one trust, BGl 
UK Growth fimd, had a very 
indificrent record in foe Hve 
years inunediaiely before the 
period covered 1^ (his ana lysisL 
At the Lime, it was known as foe 
Barcb>'s Unicom Special Situ- 
ations fund, and the new fimd 
has been formed amuJ- 
gamaling it with two other 
funds in the old Unicom stable. 
Zi is nuw' run in a quite differ^ 
ent way from its predecessor 
(for the hefier in my view). 

So, even with sophisticated 


tools, you or your financial 
adviser slill have to do some 
detective work to pick out the 
best funds - and even the vciy 
best fund managers have occa- 
rional poor years. Mr Jeffreys 
makes foe point foal this tends 
to happen when markets are 
running away with ihemrelves, 
(new being a case in point ). ^ 

The wider point, however, is 
the more import^ one. Better 
screening facilities means 
buyers are becomi^ more 
sophKlicalcd, which in turn is 

forcing providers to sharpen up 

their act 

The reraaricable fed about 
the unit trust business, in 
retrospect is not how few con- 
risicnily good perlbrmers there 
have been - but bow so many 
of the also rans have survived 
for .so long, dut^ite p^ndinga 
rotten service to their users. 
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SATURDAY 28 MARCH 1998 


A hard financial lesson to learn 




Rules forcing companies 
to disclose their fees to 
investors have feiled to 
live up to hopes that 
they might cut costs. 
James Moore reports 

^‘If consumers really understood 
bow poor maiqr fmanriai products 
are then th^ sinq^ couldn’t be 
sold,” is one of the batdrhitting 
conchiaotts of a Consumers’ Asso* 
dation report into finanriai ser- 
vices. 

The report, esititled Disclosure: 
Protecting Consumers, says con- 
sumers have an afacmingiy low 
level of knowledge about financial 
products and blames a lack of edu- 
cation, the finandal services com- • 
panics and the appxoadi taken by the 
Qty waldidog, die Personal Invest- 
ment Authority (PlA). 

ThePTAfiameson mpaniea fnrik- 

dose a wide range of details about 
their products with the aim of pro- 


tecttogcouamiMS but the report stgs 

this has '%iled”; 

The association wants , radical 
diange and caUs for products to be 
rated tti a scale of one to five for fao- 

tosindndingp grffffTnanc ftj rfiatyig^ 

and fierilnli^, Jeading to the even- 
tnal introduction of a Idte Tnariring 
"^tem. 

' The report comes as die Finan- 
dai Servi^ Authority, the Gon^ 
emmeut^s new super financial! 
regulator that will take on the PI/& 
reqxmsibiUtie^ pnhiKhcf reseandi 
wammg that many .people have 
poor financial iheiacy and saying 
there are ‘’rignxBcant gsps^ in the 
provision of financraii education. 

The FlAs disdosnre r^ime bl- 
asts consumers are provided with a 
“key features” document before 
bnyimg a finangigT producL Thu 
contains brief descriptions of prod- 
ucts* aims, with details sndi as the 
effect of charges, projections on 
bcw much money mvestor rnight 
^back, risk warnings, the effect of 
axy tax, the crasumer’s commiiment 
to pay prenuums, and more. 

Efh^ axe nude to keq> them 
simple but they often run to 


several pages. Accordh^ to the CA 
this means many people get put off 
and onq)]^ do not bother to read 
them. 

The GA sorvqr found neariy half 
its sample (Sd not even know tb^ 
had a key featnies document and 
three quarters had not read it, few 
were aware of what charges they 
were paying and there was a 
general mstrust of finandal sennces 
eompaniesL 

MSdt McAteer, senior policy of- 
ficerat the Cousmiieisf Association, 
s^ already had Along ano 

dcrial evidence that (fisdosoie was not 
woiidng. T^ diarges on personal 
pensions, for exanqile, hai^ hardly 
come doTO since it was introduced. 
'We wanted to find ont what was go- 
ing on at the point of sale.” 

Nfr McAieer adds: “Our findings 
underlined the need for a re-think 

rtf the r^nlwfifOT nrf finanrig l ce p/yy^ 

The financial services indcstry is 
years hfthinri other sectors, such as 
electrical goods and motor cats, in 
termsof 'safety and the level of con- 
fidence felt by consumers when bay- 
ing products.” 

The Cousumeef Associatiem calls 


for greater education but says this 
must not be used by the indukxy as 
a of tiyiDg to persuade peqde 

to biy more productsL 

Itarguesmfavourofaiatmgrys- 

tem builds on a model alteat^ 

used in magazine. This in ef- 

fect provides a bendimaxk, pins a set 
of scores which mark products ac- 
cording to how dose they axe to the 
benchmark. 

The education gnwipaign, the 
CA says, is intmxled to odiance con- 
sumer interest and confidence, whfle 
at the same time prorooting tte rel- 
evance of finandal {banning in peo- 
ple’s everyday livm Among the 
things the repoitwantstoseeisfur- 
dier piomotian of the benefits of fee- 
based independent financial advice. 

Ultimate^, the CA believes, 
much of the problem lies with poor 
products. The rqxirt argues tiiat latr 
ing products must also mean intro- 
dudng minimum standards. This 
means setdi% maamum diaiges, re- 
stricting transfer penalties and en- 
hancing flexibility of products; 
“Confidence can be improved 
thzou^ edneation, but h will be mis- 
guid^ if substandard products per- 





Ahrming; t ha ds consumers’ knowledge of finandal products, accorefing to die CA 


Nkoh Kurtz 


Simple solutions 
to attract 
small savers 


; : The findings have been given a caLrtious 
welcome in certain sectors of the 
industry, as James Moore fihds out 


M tlilb 


While not everyone ^rees with 
: the details in the Consumers* 
^ AssociatioD’s re^jort, its findti^ 
have been welcom^ in some 
parts of the industry. 

Virgm Direct has launched 
' a campaign to persuade the 
' Government to bring m Idte 
marlring for its new Individoal 
; Savings Accounts (ISAs) and 
stakeholder pensions. 

Martin Canq^jell, A^g^’s 
: product development manager, 

■ says; “The real problroi is thrt 
there is a conqdete lack of epu- 
sumer confidence in fi Dan c ial 
' pfezvices. Our argument is that ■ 
; there sbCHiId be xninimnm stan- 
: dards for a snnple group dt 
; products so a consumer knows 
; there are 00 stingy in the taQ and 
; can be confident We like a lot 
: of what the Consumers’ Asso- 
ciation is saying.” 

Significantly, many inde- 
pendoit financial advisers have 
some ^mpady with dbat the 
r^Mnt is saying, albeit coming 
to it from a different pei^ieo- 
tive. Nidc Cbryers, a director of 
; Pearson Jones, says: Tm en- 
cemr^ed that the Consumers’ 
Association recognises that the 
disdosure r^jme is not helpful 
; for consumers. 

“Ourdientsofteocomplani 
I vriien we send them key features 
I dociuneots because of the 
' amount of paper, we have to 
teD them tius-is a regulatory re- 
quirement Cousuinexshave to 
informed bin there has to be 
a better way of it” 

John Cole, mnnflgrng ditCC- 
: tor of Beny Bmrii and Noble, 
specs that the disdosure regime 
I Btooconqdexfautsoundsanote 
! of caution. He says: “A ratings 
I regime could' potentially be a 
' dangerous over-smphficatkm 
j Ofc nmawn errequireinenlSOnfi- 
; . Banda] products.” 
i Some financial services 
' companies, md »drng some of 


the more, eaqimisive ones, are 
more wary. Abbey life’s pen- 
sion }kui is dearer tiian avnage. 
ImprqModitAturity Value, the 
amomit paid oiU when a £60-a- 
montb policy matures, is 
£46300 after costs are taken 
p ut, flgaimtng 9 per Cent fond 
growth a year. This conqiares 
with an average for odierriiaieH 
holder-owned companiesT of 
£4S,629. Abbey’s policies are 

fllsn f«i; enmp eririve than man y 

of its in the first few 
yea^ .whem heavy up-front 
chaic^ Snrk away large chuD^ 
of pohqihcddeis’ funds. 

Perhaps not suxprifin^, 
Tim Potten, the company’s 
product malting manager, 
says: “Anything i^bkh helps 
oonsumets is good but Tm not 
surewfaetber this idea would be 
better than disdosore. 

“Prodnets are often complex 
■ for good reasons and it wonid 
be dangerous to have sometfaing 
too siniidistic, you may be com- 
paring apples with pears. A 
product might look bad in 
diaiges but it might be mcefins 

a ^cific need.” 

The PlA also appears luke- 
warm. Sarah Modlock, the 
watchdog’s head of press, s^ 
“Disclosure is evedving all foe 
rime. The Consumeis* Assod- 
ation has its Ideas about this and 
we note tiiem with interesL” 

This implies that calls for 
radical diange from and 
the CA or even the more con- , 
seivative appeals from inde- , 
pendent finandal advisem are 
nniarely to be heeded soon. 

But intetestiogly. in the Gov^ 
eminent’s Budget press release 
on foe Individual Savings Ac- 
count it says it is lookup at avol- 
untaiy system to ensure foese 
products are ample enough to 
attract small savers. It may be 
that this is an idea whose time 
hascome. 




RECIPES FOR HAPPY CONSUMING 
(The report at a glance) 

*Thee»dsdr« system of produce disdpsure has noc worked It 

h too cumbersome, jargonistic and confusing. The w^r k is pre-: 
■*eiwed puts people off reading h. 

• Dtedosure has had llcde if any dfca In redudng excessive 
diaiges on products, contrary to' assumptions about their 

Rcsly effect Only eight out of 100 pensions analysed by the CA 

Were '^geed vahie”. 

• The CA survey found tha* the majority of policyholders did 

Bet evw read the product particulars, indudhigdesaib of charges, 
•lltffoey receivod Confidence in foe indi^ vvas ^ 

Pecqile felt Indlned to “shop around". . 

•aienBr«pQndedbestroverbdcornrnunlcatlon-suggest- 
if foey arti vvifo an advker foey tnist foey are more 

Iterative to Information imparted or^. • 

■ The CA recommends an edutaflon campaign to increase 
Piopte^ confidence in their dealing with the Indusyr Mid 
*l» their knowledge. But fok should not be used to sell more 
Profotos. .. .. 

Sk Thireehould I* a ndne system for prod.^ 
BtarkeBinst^ieh ary assessment can be flmde. Ulfonate^ 

U beRevds, there should be a “ld» maridn^ m 

^'dfeh nAfoajmsonfortis are set for prodiosfti terms effoar^ 


*SoiJicei Mloopal/LCIM, ' 
OR an oSier D Nd basts 
baaed on all PEP cfaaiues 
wfdi gross iocoiDe 
. re-tamsud ftom 01J1.9S 
(U^ aGeneol since 
laundi) ID 09.03.96. ' 
Past perfonnance is not ' 
necessarily a guide le 
' fiaute pericnnance. Aom 
' 06.04.99 lax oetfiu will 
DO kinger be able to be 
redatmed by PEFs 
invetdng in equity based 
utde crosB. Both c^nol 
afrt iDCOine values tQay 
go downas weO as tq) 
and you may noc get 
hack the amoun invesud. 
All comparisons of cost 
apply to PEFs invoting 
wfa^ in unk cnisB. Full 
. 'Wiinen details aie available 
'“f» request Air.«taDemeins 
are ootreo as at 03JQ,96. 
Hie Govertuneni have 
' anraxaxedihKaanBibviionB 
can drily be trade to 
PEPs until April 1999. 

Front that dsM a new tax 
privileged savings vrtild^ 
die Indvldual SatdiigB - 
Acoount (ISA) wOl be 
. avallaUe. Legal & Geneial 
{DuecO liinted B^iiaered 
to Rngfand No. 2702080. 
RegisMred OIQee: Ibnple 
Court, 11 Queen Victoria 
Sdcel. London EC4N 4TP. 
Represeniadve only of 
itaeU^&Gcneal 
tnaricaing group, raembes 
..of which are reguhied by 
the Penooal 'Invetamcnt 
' Auiborby and IMRO ibr 
the purposes of 
reconuriendtog, advWng 
OQ and selling life * 
assurance and Investmeot 
products bearing 
Legal & GeneraTs name. 




LAST 

CHANCE 

To claim your 97-98 
PEP, you must 
caU before March 30th 


Since its launch over two years ago this 
Index-Tracking PEP from Legal & General 
has proved that it offers PEP investors 
superb performance and value. 

Il follows the FTSE All-Share Index, the 
most comprehensive measure of the UK 
stock market. In fact, a lump sum of £6,000 
invested in this PEP at launch would now 
be worth £10404* compared to just £9,313* 
in the average UK Income & Growth Trust. 

Wth no initial chaiges deducted, more of 
your money is invested at the outset for 
maximum growth potential, there are no 
withdrawal fees and with an annual 
management charge of 0.5% - the value for 
money is outstanding. You still have time 
to get a 97-98 PEP and 98-99 application forms 
are now available on request. 










Legal & General 0-50% 


68.40% 




NO initial charges 
iVO withdrawal fee 
0 . 5 % annual management charge 


VisH our u eh site at h ii u .JAUulC.eovi 

Find out more tioiv — 
phone free 





Sum to iveekdays. 

httfn to hpm iveekends. 


Please quote ref: C4EJ24 



nmdcMt/v fMunAvRi. 


‘\?T7^ Surname (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) 

JL -m'a I 1 would like more information 
about the Legal & General Index-TiBcldng ~ 

PEP. Post to: & General (ffirect) Lhniicdl , , 

FREEPOST swawez Cardiff CFllYW. 

If you already have any PEP invesiment, • ; 

please tick here Q. 

Wt! nuy idepfmne you to laake sure kifonralian 

requened has arrived wfdy. Now and Ibim. w« of birth / 

may toll yuu about other {xoducts or services 
diered b}’ the Legal & Genoal Group of 

compantes that we bdievc may be of imerest lo **Otne 

you. If you would prefer tm to receive this 

careAiDy .wJeoed tobraBlion. plea* ack here □. Tel No. ^rk 


For&tamefsi 


C4DJ24 


Postcode. 


INaeofbiTtb— 
Td. No. Home, 
Tel No. Vbrk . 


LegJ^^^ 

General 



T ^ 
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COLLECT TO INVEST: JOHN WINDSOR 


Marks of distinction 


Paper proTits: Oicicens’ signature on the back adds a grand or two to this photograph 


k is 1914 in Petrograd. Amid 
guttering candles, the inaH 
monk Basputin is holding a 
seanoe with his foUaweis in a 
private house. Suddenly, in the 
gloom, bis eyes flash. He 
scribUes a note and passes it to 
the host. The note reads: 

light does not come 
from daric coffers.'’ 

A darit thoi^t that 
^ve ni^tmares unless it is 
burned. But the note has sur- 
vived. You can buy it for an es- 
timated £3,000-£4,000 at 
.Sotheby’s sale of a big private 
coUcctibo of autogr^ih tenets 
on lliesday (1030am). 

Is it worth pa^ng that much 
for a scrap of paper? \V3U, the 
note comes with a written au- 
thentication by the host, 
Mahival^ - a revelation to 
some tustorians who still believe 
that Rasputin was illiterate. It 
is a great rarity. 

from that, its value lies 
both in Rasputin's name - he 
is likely to remain one of his- 
loiy’s big bogeymen for gener- 
ations to come - and in the 
fascinating content of the note. 
This is no mere reply to an in- 
vitation to tea. 

On the minus side, the note 
is written in Rusuan and has no 
immediate appeal to English 
speakers. You would have to 
give your friends a mmi-lecture, 
showing them Sotheby’s cata- 
logue and . Mahival^'s 
testimoi^ in order to impress 


■ I — ■-* — — - - - ^ . 

‘»nw—Wiitia>ort»lHiifc ^ BtBi»aMHPii i* ifrt Hw wrt n ii m i Mln l>ijUiiMHi 


>. H «n iM b* pomMi M eondniN 


ic, ReouMMl by Mno and Ow Pa 


fnfptwwlarbw tia milllninhiJIlanaii* Tlnaartnaatla rtwTInIn flwilrai 


Threadneedle. 


Leadership. 


PerfoTTTiance that is head and shoulders above the rest. 


Right now, choosing the right kind of PEP to 
maximise your tax-free allowance is more important 
than ever. And this year, there’s an altogether 
belter PEP available - The Threadneedle PEP - 
it’s the first of a new breed using the latest 
investment regulations. 


What is more, as the UK's 7th largest fund manager,* 
with performance which puts our competitors in the 
shade, Threadneedle's ground breaking PEP should 
continue to meet your needs now and in the future. 



Before you commit to a 
PEP this year, make an 
informed decision. 














Threadneedle 

1st 

1st 

let 

1st 

3rd 

Barclays Global inv 

2nd 

2nd 

3rd 

2nd 

4th 

M&G Securities 

3rd 

3rd 

6th 

6th 

5th 

Perpetual 

4th 

4th 

2nd 

3rd 

2nd 

Mercury Fund M'ngrs 

5th 

6th 

5th 

5th 

eth 

Rdeiity Investments 

eth 

5th 

4th 

4th 

1st 

Schroder UT Ltd 

7th 

7th 

7th 

7th 

7th 


Ask your financial adviser about 
Threadneedle’s PEP or call us free 

on 0500 600566 . 


~ Threadneedle 

investments 


them. And Russian autograph 
histoiy is a narrow field. Not 
mai^ pec^le collect it, so prices 
across the board are not likely 
to take off. 

E^me, content, rariiy-these 
are the main coosidmdons 
when contemplating bu^ng, 
autograph leoeis and 
photographs for investmem. 

Put simp^, value is largely 
determined by news value 
(good journalists should make 
good investors). For example, a 
signed photc^ji^ of NeO Arm- 
strong, the first man on ihe 
moon, is worth $450 (£280) to 
collectors, whQe one rigned by 
the second man on the moon - 
who was he, now? Ah, yes, 
Buz Alddn - is worth onb^ $270 
(£170). 

Most importantof all: p^)er 
is beli^ m^e obsolete by in- 
formation technology. Few of 
today’s up-coming historical 
and literary figures start their 
day by penning a score of let- 
ters - so ±e value of those that 
survive is bound (o rise. A nm- 
of-the-mill letter by gloomy 
Gladstone can still be had for 
around £7S and one by dashing 
Disraeli for £300. (Disraeli 
wrote fewer letters, so bis have 
an added rarity value.) 

Ibesda/s sale consists of 
488 lots from the collection of 
the Hollywood film director 
George Cosmatos and his late 
wife. Birgita. Cosmatos sums 
up what must be the enduring 
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Notewordiy: Cole Porterls *Night and Day* is ^tpected 
to fetch up to £^000 on Tuesday 


appeal of manuscripts as 
opposed to computer printouts: 
‘’If we touched a letter or a doc- 
ument written by an historical 
figure, it was though a tii^ part 
of their life would become 
ours by osmosb through our 
fingert^ Ws felt that through 
the collection we cau^t 
glimpses of thousands of secret 
worids.” 

Tbe sale 6 likely to be a land- 
mark fixing prices for Che next 
coiq^ of years. It ranges widely 
from autographs fay Eutopean 
h'terary and musical figures to 
those oflesser^mown esploten, 
such as Sir Samuel Baker, 
whose letterof 1^9 deploring 
the British occupation of 
Cyprus, estimated £1300- 
£ 1300 , will have more appeal 
to public than private 
ooUectioos. 

The collection, erqjected to 
raise £400,000, might have 
fetched more in New York or 
Los .Angeles, but the Euro- 
pean material, and Cosmatos's 
long assodatioa with Sothe- 
by’s London - vdieie he bou^t 
heavify in the E^hties, have 
brought k here. Rich Americans 
can buy by tel^hone but \bes 
cannot view lots by telephone 
and this will dampen bidding 
somewhat. Also, Sothd^’s has 
made sure not to over-^g es- 
timates - as befits a big load of 
ai^ collectable landing in the 
market in one fp. 

This could be the malting of 
the market for autograph mu- 
acal quotations - diose few bars 
of fevomite tones dashed off by 
conq)oseis for admiieis. They 
^ much rarer than their 
ietteis. Cosmatos specialised 
in them. The star turn is Puc- 
cmTs hand-drawn stave whh a 
snatch of Tbsca’s duet with 
Cavaradosri in Act 1 of Tbsca: 
£ 1300 -£ 1300 . But there is also 
Cole Porter’s bladt-ink 
end Day (£L50&£L000), which 
must be “our tune” for count- 
less couples > smne of them with 
mon^ to ^eod. 

Then there are the signed 
photographs. Ihn years ago, 
these' were looked down on 


because of their lade of oontenL 
Mere nam& hunting was 
frownied on. But they have now 
aoqnired cross-over value due 
to the increased interest in the 
histoiy of photography. 

A carte-de-visite full-length 
photograph of Dickens - they 
are rarer *han you mi^t thinlr 

- is estimated £3,000^300 in 
the sale. The f^ that it is 
signed on both sides has -- un- 
accountab^, to me, at any rate 

— added a grand or two to its 
value. Ihe same photograph 
was bought by Cosmatos for 
$6325 (£4,000) in another land- 
mark s^e at Oiristie’s East in 
New York in ^ril 1996. This 
^e, of another private collec- 
tion, put signed photographs on 
the map. A big, 13in by lOin 
signed photograph of the com- 
poser M^ilex-a wondeiful im- 
age - made a whopping $22,633 
(£14,000). In the same sale, a 
photograph signed by the 
youthful C2urdiill in 1905 made 
$3,450 (£2,000). 

' rhiiT^ill tein Kig HfimanH in 


Che United States - as are all 
W>rid ^ n autographs. Vbt- 
erans of the war are at an age 
when tb«r frunOies have fled the 

coop and many have time and., 
mon^ to ooU^. In the forth- 
^piinp sale, a photograph of 
Field Marshal Montgemety to. 
ceiving the German sunender 
at Lunebeig Heath on 4 
1945, signed by him at a later 
date, is estimated ^00^£L300i 

And are autographs by 
Frendi Impressioeists under- 
priced? The market for their 
painfingg and fftc maiitet for 
their autographs probab^f do 
not influence one another. But 
a letter by Camille Pissarro in 
which he prices his pai n tings at 
J ,000-2,000 francs - a thousand 
rimws less tiian th^ fetched 
following his death in 1903 - 
most be a snip at an estnnated 
£600-£800. 

Beware of ephemeral 
ephemera. In the fame game, 
the narmfls of fihn stais and 
^xmsmen are much less likely 
to hold then' value than those 
of statesmen and literaiyaitistic 
figures - even after you have 
sifted out the Auto-pra signa- 
tures doled out to film £a^ 

Here are some cautionary 
examples: Jane RnsreU’s signed 
photograph, now worfo $25 
(£15), was worth £30-£40 dur- 
ing her heyday in the Fifties. 
One signed by Mary Pickford. 
“the worid’s sweethearf in the 
Thirties, is worth £35. Arthur 
Askey. the Forties radio comic; 
a pitiful £L 
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Sotheby’s, 34-35 New Bond St, 
London WI (0171-293 5000). 
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Imperial relics: This note by Russian monk Rasputin from 
a seance in 1914 is estimated at £3,000 - £4,000 


Find out why 
pension plans are 
not all the same. 


Periups you ihiok due aD pensioa plans are the IF you 

do; cboi you would be makhig a big misidEe. Here are some of the 
reason triqrjoo should consider an EquitaUe-Ibmon Ptan. 

‘Hie EQunaBLB Life: 

• Pays no commission to third parties for the 
miru doct ion of new biisiness. 

• Has no shardKdders. 

OuE Pension Plan: 

• Lets yon retire earlier or later than planned - 
widiout penalty: 


Lets you vary your contrihutious - without 
penalty: 


Frondes foil return of fond m the event of death 
before redremenL 


So, if yro wouldlOm to Bnd om more afaom howTlM Emii^ 

Pfetwon Plan is n« the same as most others, caO us 
(0990) 38 48 58 Or off the coupon belowfr^;^ 
infonnatuml^pastandbytelqjlione, ^ 


w«nKequnafaIexo.uk 



I NAMEtMrMciNSHl 
' ADDRESS 



'btiO&ri 


XkKofBtah_ 


tantel nu 


FtaHodt 


The Equitable Life 

our principles 


BARGAIN 

BASEMENT 




Cheshire Guernsey, the off- 
shore arm of Cheshire Build- 
ing Society, has launched a 
one-year foed-rate bond pay- 
ing 7.75 per cent gross on 
deposits above £ 100 , 000 . 
Deposits of £25,000 to £50.000 
will earn 7.4 per cent gross. Pflii 
01481 726885. 
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Berdayloan is offering cus- 
tomers who take out one of its 
loans a card entitling them to 
£I off ai^ video rental ear-h 
week from Blockbuster T^deo. 

Loans between £500 and £3,400 

are set at 20.9 per cent APR, 
felling to 133 per cent on Inane 
above £12,000. Cali 0500 
200250. 
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Holden. Meehan, independent : 
financial advisers, is offering to 
pay to Oxfem half the normal u 

ennimisgion and two-thirds of 


auu awu-uurus or 

the annual renewal fee it would f|i„^ 

earn from sales of the Jupiter '^-5 w 

EcologyFtmdPEP.Ona£6jJOO"i'. • I 

^-1 - 1 ■ ^ ^ * .• 


sale, £90 would go to Oxfam. s, 
Investois also receive a 1 per ‘ " 
cent discount on sales. Call * ■ 
08007314505. v ' 


Capel-Cnre Myers is donating 
£150 to Help the Aged's 
Brighter Futures Appeal for 
every £10,000 miniTnniTt 
vestment into its Hallmark 
Growth or Income funds before 
the end of May. Call 0171-488 
QS05. 


SJdptoD Building Society is 
offering aj^licants for shares in 
Thomsonliravel Group, whidi 
is seeking a stock m ^ 
flotation, entry into a draw 
with a £3,000 Thomson holiday 
as the prixe: Second and third 
pri^ of £1300 and IIJOOO 
holidays are also on offer. Call 
08001380800. 
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PEPS. 

SPOILED FOR 

choice: 

OR SIMPLY 

confused: 
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Choosing a tax-free PEP can be a pretty taxing business - especially with so many PEP 
companies, all making claim and counter claim about why they’re the best. 

Here are six thoughts that may help you to find your way through the PEP maze. 


1. How can all PEP companies 
advertise excellent investment 
performance? 

Most fiincjs perfonn at one time or another. You may 
find that a fiind has performed well for a particular period, 
but not .at dthef dxa». "'The acid test is long-term 
^ consistency. Year in, year out. Not just in one fund, but in. 
the company’s range of funds. - 

2. How can so many PEP companies 
advertise Investment awards? 

In such a large and competitive industry, there are a lot of 
awards to win. Some companies win an award one year, 
only to disappear the next. On the other hand, a company 
that wins major awards every year is hard to ignore. 

3. Which is better - funds that 
track an index or funds which 

^ are actively managed? 

Each has its place. But trackers can’t avoid investing in big 
companies when .they’re billing, and are .unable to invest, a 
bi^er proportion of money in them when they’re rising. 
An actively managed fund has the foeedom to do both. 

4. Is a large PEP provider better 
than a small one? 

Both have their merits. But a la^ provider is more J^ely to be 
^leto oSer you the extensive resources, investment choice and 
consistent track record that you’re looking for. 

How importairf; is service? 

^ PEP managers deal with the Inland Revenue so that you 
don’t have to. That’s why. finding a PEP Manager with fast, 
efficient and helpful adminisj^rion and service is vital. 

6. How important are the 
fund managers? 

For actively managed PEPs, the quality of the inyestinent . 
, team is eiential. sure you choose a cisinpany which is 

ibie CO retain top-quality fund ' managers .rather than a 
company which is used as a stepping-stone to greater things. 


INVESTMENT AND SERVICE AWARDS 


\Wf 

INVESTMENT 
Best PEP Products' 

Shenmod/Plamed Saiv^ 

. Best Utdc Trust Products 
Shmfwt/Pianned Sari^gs 
Best PEP Provider 
Money Marketwg • 

Best Umc 7>usc ftovider 
Mamey MaMng 

1996 

INVESTMEOT 

Fund Management Group of die Year 
Utvtstment Wedt 

Best Inrestmeiit Man^ement Group of 

die Year 

Maepal 

Best PEP Provider 
Mimey Makah^ 

Best Unit Trust Provider 
Money Marketii^ 


1995 

INVESTMENT 

Ovenll Unit Trust Group of die Year 

7 ^ Sunday Td^gfapk 

Overall Unit Trust Group of die Year 

What. Imrstman/Persmui Pinanee 

Best PEP Providec 

Money Aiarfieiu^ 

Best Unit Trust Provider 
Money Marke/i^g 

Best invesotnent Mani^emmt Group of 
• the Year 
' Miaopid 

1994 

INVESTMENT 

Bex Overall Group Performance 

Money Munegemenr 

Fund Management Group of the Year 
What Jta/eshnent 
Best UK Investment Trust 
Money Observer. 

1993 

INVESTMENT 
Intenudonal Unh Trust Manager 
of the Year 
The Sunday Tbnes 

Overall Unh Trust Group of the Year 
The Sunday 

Unh IVust Manager of die Year 
The 06sefver 


SERVICE 

Fund Management Grbujp of die Year 
Personal Investfnent Marketing Shouf 
Best PEP ‘Service ‘. 

Skenuood/Pimned Savings 

Best Unit Trust Service 

Smwpod/Plaimed Savinp 

Five Star Service Award 

The IRi4 Assodation and Frruma^ Adviser 


SERVICE 

Fund Mana g ement Group of the Year 
Personal Investment ifbrketirig Slmv 
Best PEP Service 
Sienvood/Ptanned Savit^ 

Best Unit T^usc Service 

SherwMd/Planned Setvfgs 

Hve Scar Service Award 

The IFA Assodarion and Finandd .^diiser 

Best Service - Investments 

SsMf^ Market 


SERVICE 

Fund Manasemenc Group of the Year 
Personal Investment Marketittg Shout 
Best PEP Service 
Sieruvod/Planned Savii^ 

Best Unit Trust Service 

Sheruvod/PlaHaeJ Satings 

Five Star Service Award 

The IFA .issoeiatioii and Financial Adviser 

Best Service •• Investments 

Savir^ hlarkei 


SERVICE 

Rind Management Group of die Year 
Personal Iiivestaieiu Madsedng Show 
•Best PEP Service 
Sfierutood/IKanned Savings 
Hve Star Senice Award 
The IFA Association and Finaneial Adviser 


SERVICE 

Fund Management Group of the Year 
Personal Ittveament Marketing Show 
Rve Star Service Award 
NFIFA and Pnandal Adviser 


And how does Perpetual measure upt 

Consistent performance* 

Of the six Perpetual funds available for full PEP investmfcnt over 
the last five years, all have beaten the average fund in their sector. 
Of our total twenty-two funds, nineteen have beaten the average 
fund in their sector for their performance since laimch, and sixteen 
are in the top 25%. Six lead their sectois.^ 

The recognition of 
Independent Financial Advisers. 

Perpetual has been voted top PEP Provider for the last four years* 
and Fund Management Group of the Year for the last five years' 
in polls of Independent Financial Advisers. We’ve also been namgd 
Unit Trust Manager of the Year by What Investment Magazine for 
the last five years. Just a selection of more than 150 investment and 
service awards that we’ve won since we began investing in 1974. 

The endorsement of more than 
half a million investors. 

Last year. Perpetual sold more unit trust PEP fimds than any 
other company.® Overall, we manage more unit trust PEP fundls 
chan any other company.*' And we manage more than 550,000 
individual plans. In 1997 alone, more than 135,000 people 
opened a PEP with Perpetual. 

Efficient administration and service. 

The quality of Perpetual's service has earned top place in a poD 
of Independent Financial Advisers at tlieir annual industry 
conference for the last five years running.** 

Committed, high-calibre fund management. 

Perpetual’s reputation for investment excellence means that we 
attract and retain some of the best fund managers in the industry. 
And because they stay with Perpetual, you get consistency of 
investment style and a solid foundation for your choice of PEP. 

So how do you find out more about PerpetuaTs PEP? Talk 
to your Financial Adviser or call our 24-hour PEP 
Literature Line on the number below. Simply leave your 
name and address and we’ll send you everyAing you need 
to open your Perpetual PEP. Altemativefy, see tomorrow’s 
quality press. We’ll even give you a 2% discount.' 


These are a selection of more than 
100 awards which Perpetual has won 
over the last five years. 


Perpetual 




FOR AN INFORMATION PACK, CALL FREE ON 0800 00 77 00 NOW! 

YOU’LL ALSO FIND EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO OPEN YOUR PERPETUAL PEP, 
including an application form, in TOMORROW’S SUNDAY TIMES, OBSERVER, 
SUNDAY TELEGRAPH, INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY AND MAIL ON SUNDAY. 


Perpetual Pbi^lio Manj^menc 


Limited PO Box 131 Perpetual House. 47-49 Station Road, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 lAF. www.petpetual.co.uk Regulated by IMRO. 

, , PA 9 .W nths- disconnes 2.Tc 2.3.98 on a buying price k> selling price baas wich n«x income reinvested. Over she lau 5 years, 1 3 of the 1 7 a\'ailable funds Im-e beaten the average fund in then sector. 
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lO/PENSIONS INVESTIGATED 


Cut the cost of saving 
for retirement 


Personal pension holders may be paying 
£400m a year unnecessarily. John Chapman 
details the charge against the providers 


Planning for rciiremcni is an 
esstintial part of eveiy individ- 
ual's OTCfoU finaodal sirntegy. 
Private pensions, or stakeholder 
variants of then as proposed bif 
the current Guvemment. are 
one uay of achieving this. 

Bui a’scaa’h carried out for 
The IndepLttdera shows poliqr- 
holders may be pa>ing up to 
£40(hn a year morc than they 
should into poor^'aluc plans. 

Thit is caused by the whop- 
ping charges many companies 
impitse on ihc private pensions 
lht7 sell. In particular, those 
who are forced to halt contri- 
butions into their schemes in the 
earh’ years can be left with 
minimal lump sums with which 
1(1 buy an income at retiFemeaL 

The tabic alongside this 
sloiy illustrates what returns 
pulicv'holdeis might get. and 
what companies may take in 
charges when premiums are 


halted earty on in the life of the 
policy and when th^ keep gp- 
ing untO maturi^. 

Far example, with EquitaUe 
Life you could count on a retuzn 
of over 8 per cent on your pre- 
miums whenever you stof^red 
them, assuming annual invest- 
ment growth of 9 per cent. 

As one moves down the Ust, 
ebarges become heavier 
generally more front-end loaded 
- that is, levied at the start of a 
policy imher than thioii^XMit its 
life. With companies like Allied 
Dunbar, Skandia, Scottish Eq- 
uitable and Sun Life, investors 
who halt contributions into 
their plans after two years 
would get very poor annual re- 
turns (tf around 3 per cent 

What companies actual^ 
take from their planholders on 
average will al^ depend on 
their ‘'peisistem^ rates”, the 
percentage of peof^ who “per- 


sist” with a pdi^ over given 
periods of time. 

The t^de shows that three- 
year “peisistendes” range from 

89.6 per cent with Standard life 
(this means only 10 per cent of 
plans have after three 
years) to S8.9 per cent with Sun 
Life (almost 40 per cent of plans 
lapse after three years). 

It is worth norii^ that the in- 
come received by cnmpantii^ 
from the policies they sell gen- 
erally increases with the num- 
ber of years th^ are kept up 
(thou^ Allied Dunbar’s 
plateau out earfy). This m«»aTic 
life ofiBoes with in^peisistency 
rates, like NPI and Standard 
Life, take higher average 
amounts in chai^ than th«r 
cfaaigiag levels might suggest 

Is it possible to estimate 
^letiier oon^anies daige more 
than th^ should from the poli- 
cies th^ sell? One w^ is to ooih 
strua a fajpotherical “beuiimarkr 
plan, with diaiges of only an 
initial 5 per cem bkVofler ^jcead 
and an annual ftind managis 
ment charge of 1 per cent 

Sudi dmrges are reasonaUe. 


Th^ are hi^r than those for 
Frendi savings products and in 
line noth the average for UK 
unit trusts. are actually 
bettered a fow peasiem com- 
panies, inrinriing some in the 
table below. The average eom- 
pai^ “take” for such a bench- 
mark plan would be £1<470. The 
table also shows tm “averse” 
plan from a previous niiv^ 
which would bring an average 
take of £2,100. In effect this is 
an '’extra” cost of £630 above 
that on the beoefamark. 

Sudi an extra cost arises on 
a plan with premiums of £200 
a month. In one recent report 
by a financtai regulator, average 
premiums are pul at £112 a 
month, so the average extra 
“take” would be lower. But the 
report also shows that ebarges 
b^ more heavily on smaller 
potiides as some elements are 
fixed. Compared with the 
beoefamark plait the extra cost 
for all plans might average 
£400-450. Assuming sales of 
about ImSlion plans a year, the 
overall extra cost to planbolders 
is up to £400m ayear. 


What they take and 

-PmjedBdretuim'topofecyhotderaarxl'ch^ 

riatorntolraldersdiMOdUtt ; ^ ' hrsiiliMraBw- 

stDp:-Bt2ynMiMtiirfl)f,% . jCongaoy.v* \ . V. 


2 years,E . : • ii«ni^. £ 


AveraOBTakB 

inchargeafi 


8.2 

82 

EquitablBLife 

89.6* 

368 

766 

1316 


T-T 

7.8 

7.8 

8fl 

MafB&Spsnoar. 

Vfgin 

66.3* 

. ^3 . 

563 

• 1089 , . 
1140 

- .1588 

1528 

1070 

1030 

7.1 

6.8 

7*^ 

7.1 

/Qbncit&'LBlNSler 

Legti&Gsneial 

TIJS 

: .. ^ ■ 

922 

. ./■ 1:1297. 

1818 

■ 2120 

2635 

1400 

1880 

8.7 

6.B 

6.8 

62 

-Standartf-IA ; 
Scottish WIttows 

84.6 

910 

■ ;1739-. 

^ ISIS 

.2822 

2834 

■ 2370 

2190 

4.7 

4J) 

72. 

7.3 

Nonfeht^-.; 

Scottish Life 

;v :772i.'_v 

734 

'.■iTffl; 

1670 

^ . ■■ 

■ 1874 

2422 

2133 

2130 - 

1800 

4-7 

4.2 

62 

7.1 

Scottish Amicabte 

810 

V .1689 
1812 

2265 

■ ^ 
2559 

2480 

2290 

ZS 

4.7 

-7.1 

62 

Gmrti AGtiM ' 

NsiWest 

794 : 

674 

; 17M 

1698 

2179 

2647 

2753 

2300. . 

2210 

4.8 

2L 

- 8.7: 

72 

Barclays;:'.., ; . 
AIM Dinbar 

■ 682 

^1638: 

2156 

> 2M9. ; ■ 
2203 

30» 

2292 

2120 

2020 

3.3 

3.3 

72 

7.1 

. Scotfish Eqailable ; 
Sun Life 

.71.8; 

58.9 

2050; 

2059 

. 2740 • 

2246 

..2^ 

2590 

2280 

2120 

3J 

2£ 

62 

62 

Black Hare 

SkamAa 

_ 618. _ 

744 

1886 

2146 

■ 1 .?soo 

2902 

31W 

3256 

2260 . 

2730 

52 

62 

AVBUGE 

722 

1545 

2107 

2709 

2100 

7£ 

74 

BBICHMARK 

na 

639 

1324 

2228 

1470 

pnlKtod charges aei paobtHcyiAtor ndi mm. ctanjw 












The watchdogs that failed to bark 


Financial watchdogs appear 
unconcerned about the extra 
costs paid by hapless investors 
who take out personal 
pensions.. 

The latest report from the 
Personal Investment Authority, 
the front-line regulator, de- 
scribes the charges on products 
sok) by salesmen (as opposed to 
those bought off the page) as 
the “price of advice”. It di&r- 
entiates this from commissioa 
levels earned by the sales- 
people. which it gaits the “cost 
of advice”. 

About two-tlurds of the total 
trill to pension companies of the 
policies they sell come from 
“(tistiibuiioD costs” - that is, 
coiiunissions 10 their salesmen/ 
advisers and on marketing 


expenses. Are the regulators 
ddudii^ themselves (or others) 
by calling the cost of chasing 
down clients, known in the 
trade as “prospecting”, and of 
completing sales as the “price 
of advice”? 

In April last year, a joint 
investigation between The 
Independent and the WoHd in 
Action teleririon programme 
suggested that sales-patter 
rather than advice dominated, 
as far as many salespeople 
were concerned. A50 percent 
hike in oommissions paid to 
salespeople reflected a battle 
by companies to secure distri- 
bution rather than better 
advice. 

More recently, leading 
providers, in reoogiution of 


the need to cut diaiges for bet- 
ter informed clients, have 
offered independent financial 
advisers (IFAs) a “menu 
approach”. 

They gjve IFAs the dioice 
between their “nsual” itian with 
a high upfront commission 
(which appears in industcy 
surveys) and a lower-chaige 
plan with a lower oommissioa 
spread over several years. 

Mai^, if not most, IFAs 
slide with the usual frian as they 
would have cash flow prob- 
lems if they abandoned up- 
front en mmissinns. But Others 
an Pairing the flatter commis- 
sions and switdiing to the more 
competitive products, with 
diaiges much in line with our 
bendunark pioducL Can any- 


one caD the extra charges in the 
less-oompetitive usual products 
the “cost of advice”? 

Another criticism of the 
regulators is their profligacy 
with public mcmey. The recent 
study by Busiaess Strmegjes, a 
consultancy acting for Direct 
line, the tdephone financial 
‘services provider, showed that 
the Hreasory wras ending 
£300m a year in tax relief for 

pensinn plans. 

The study waimatfiri that 
with about 1 million people 
taldng out plans each year, and 
with over 300,(X)0 of them 

la psing iMthfn thmeyBaTS, anmn 

£10(hn a year of tax r^ef is 
‘^vased” on products that will 
deliver poor or even non- 
odstent payouts at retirement 


Tf\ fart TT«i/»h i\f thfe ta» waKaf 

is in effect on from 

losing planholders to the 
pension companies. As such, it 
mast represent one of the most 
unjustified subsidies of an in- 
dustry that has ever been gryen. 

Are any P arliamantar y watch- 
dogs taking note? 

johtt Chapmen 

The Independent has produced 
a 'Guide to lArtet Batdons*, 
written byNk Cteutti, frtper- 
sanalfinance editor. . The 26- 
page guide, ^KmsoredfyEagie 
Star, a prxndder cheap pen- 
sions by phone, covers a rnde 
range of topics Unked to rtsire- 
meru planning. It is available 
by caning 0800 776666 Or 
check die coupon on page 6 


How a stakeholder scandal 
could still be averted 


While tha ana pf tha ragiilatm ^ 

largely resDlt from a fenl^ 
Ihatcherite CQocqit of self-ceg- 

nfetiftnj thftq»i»i^>t fe prp pnsaT nf 

stalrehftk W p—^py n ns ts RIamtft 

This idea will teaDy be “eitxa^ 
agantiy romantic” if a wide va- 
riety of OEganisaiiona, indnifii^ 

enqtloyen, ttwA-iminns, 

exs or anyaffinitygroDps are to 
ofibr new pension pila& 
WfflmaityofsuchoigBnjsa- 

tinns nnrif-rstiinrt twliaf th(^ am 

Op to? How win the new plans 
dovetail with the existing pen- 
sion optfons? Wni the lesnlt be 
bureaucratic and regulatory 

nightmam s? 

The better wiqp ahead would, 
be to bund on the good feamres 
of the present penson jrians and 
to oWge other pioviden to 


nNnwmtft Imft With them. There 

are already low-charge and 
good-value products offered 
by several providers, indnding 
Equitable Life; a rai^ of dhect 
seDeas SkB Virgin, Marks & 
^>eao^ Direct line, Eag^e 
Star, Merchant lavesrers and 
L^l & General, high street 
names like ADxance & Leices- 
ter, Nationwide and some 
tra^tional pension companies 

fteaKng i mth finanrawlty ymng 

lEAs who are wiliing to take 
lower commissioDS. 

The. regulators must now 
ten the other piovidas that they 
have also to offer plans with 
chaiges and Hgrihilily in line 
with h winhinaric plans nr tfaeiT 

eqoivaleat. Othexwise.tbere 
should be no tax relief frntb- 


rrwning on theii particular 
piodncts. 

TCdi such a scenario aU the 
jrians on offer would be good 
valne. No planholders would 
face automatic losses or poor 
retnxDS. manboldeis could be 
saved £400m a year. Esdiequer 
funding through tax reliefe 
would no longer be supporting 
poor products and practices. 

AU that would remain to oe- 
are frilly portable plans would 
be to requite enqiloyers to con- 
tribute to the new plans as they 
do with occupational schemes. 
The essentials of stakeholder 
plans would also be deliveied. 
There would be no mis-seUing, 
as you cannot mis-seU a good 
producL 

— /ohn Chapman 
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Is this the IDEAL 

pension? 


Looking for a personal pension plan that offeis 
att the essential benefits and assurances? You’re looking at it now. 

(?r 

(?f 

ef 

(zT 
gf 


O tndex-tradidngfirrgpowtbatlotccoat 
O FuOy portable Jrom job to Job 
O Low ebargfis taut no bidden eaaras 
O ^needom to waypayments 

O Stopandatartpaymenlstosuityoter 
draaostanoes* 
d P ayment protection option* 


And }'ou can start your pension {riao from just £50 a mooch. 
Call us without obligation on 0500 65 65 65. 



rfourcKMcrapaCoffvwbiitbKpnMiaitwvfcrpiiiM lTniASiDl/snBttaqufHtlintSyHrfiguie-rfELTSK, l/3« to 1099 . ^ourk Micrapa£ aP figvnc effer^ 
bkt grw ineoms riwMBtMt fcr p«fodi tndtog lyseu M pwhnrane k iM mocaarfly a guMv w the ftjtum. The price (]f laito aid ilie inoem horn ihtRi b net 
gu^WTtggd tkI can fitl wri^-Tht Equity hxxxnalhitt hat been wiHirf*- «■ PgrincvM>y 1993. FuflwntenteniK andcondiaontOTawanabla on requet. 

far yae Mxuritft afl caia an nconSed. When the m ms gf PEft dtangs after sms. ufaiact tn mtf gpwmman t Dmfa; you wID be able to trwBfier to a 
Roinl a SiaiAmarn ISAfm of any ateniriianiian chaige. ftoyte a Sun AIBmia Unft'triR MaragmemUmltait regfnered te Er^tiavt iw 217024a b • nMm^ 
lto)oiaSunAltlanCTUfeaPwB»o(»M a» lMtinggioupilte9i»twadOfltetgartholon»awUn»lon(havECaiZAa.M B nte iw ofthatteytea5i<nAlll»KaUfaaFWi^^ 
Mw’teiliig GrtxgaranguteiBttbytheftraoalfcwmiJiBitAuthorfqnoC^fbrlHiaaBurancB. penslans and unit VUR budnaw and bv iMRO. 










Best 

Investment 

Mnnnger 

1997 


Outstanding 

performance... 

• Increased level 
of income every 
year since launch 

AND 

• Capital growth 
of +211%* 


%ih|cnh> [rpiAGniRte’»jp|wniaL*va«'rru/«.‘aootbiRMa. 'TbcndDC(fiiitoinavsD<ta«tia«dlBqLNDiirBidibak, weaaytefiTOBsbgw 

.mirUhi.f|m.hirWtif<gftlnginapiwlln-tli>I<yl»«.wr»ir;wmpnf .irMnpnil« «rtBmli^g»i'groy>i»rfiwninwt |f yiWTWiM p—*— 

nmuiRoiwiliiiicaRfuUvwlKied lii((xiiBtMia,ph9K<»saaw. t-yujar.*— 

nurtwif frouD.iBeHiheanr»hte!i3mepdBril>fine l»nnn i 1 Itw ramfiir AMthaHtBmllMaoinr thr pTrw afKe onmMMfiiig 

30(1 rcHinalitfaniUflMlC* and iBWitUMlirBloduCBi baring a GgiMl*» male. Trt— anti mwlltinnaaiiaailfeflBiBpiea 

Oircit Umiicil. ite||tM«(Ltl in Enjllud Nu. JTIUOSO, Hq^cmi Office. Trmple Ccmir. II Qttm Moorb Street. Loodon EC4N 4TP. 
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WeVe found pur place in the sun... 




scandal 

ted 


Fancy a cottage 
abroad with vines 
winding around the 
door? There is 
plenty of advice 
available, writes 
Fiona Brandhorst 

FlicUng through the pa^of 
Hide/ it’s ea^ to get 
carried aw^. 1 was practically 
writing the cheque for the 
four-bed finca, within half an 
hoar’s drive of the Spanish 
coasL The price? A mere 
£19,750 - the cost of a lock-up 
garage in London. 

Bu^g a property in cen- 
tral Brittany was a compromise 
for JSl and Anton, ^riio still 
yearn for -their back-paddng 
days. Now they are living in 
London with tm small child- 
ren, travelling has been put on 
the back burner. But two years 
ago they bought a Thirties 
farmhouse and barn. Th^ 
paid £28,000, when the franc 
was at its strongest; today it 
would have cost only £21,000. 

“It was owned by a Rrrach 
femily wfao’d long ance left for 
Paris,'’ stys Anton, who has 
made 16 trips across the Chan- 
nel to cany out the lenovatxms. 
He has enqtlpyed local trades- 
men to do some of the work, but 
he's tackled most jobs himself 



Plain saflin^ it may take a whfle to get your hoHday home up to s cratch nwco^iphitoc 


with the help of friends willing 
to ^>end the odd weekend in 
France. The' main house had 
Just two b|g rooms on eaA floor, 
with a staircase to the attic. 

The interior has been re- 
(dastered, 'and partitioned on 
the fast to mate three b^ 

rooms and a bathroom. 

*T took out scxne buQdem 
from the local pub in n^ h(»]e 
town in Lancashire to repoint 
±e two buildings. Tlie Ikench 
workers wanted £10,000 for the 
job. ^ lads did it for £4,500, 
but it took them 17 days.** 

When the renovations, cost- 
ing around £20^000, are finished 


&ter tiiS}«ar, JM and Anion win 
at last be aUe to stay in die bouse 
instead of on a she nearby. 

It's not the sort of riDage 
wbere you meet Cz^Ush people, 
even in the local bars, and tbe 
vegetables in the supermarket 
two miles away still have mud 
on them. *Tt’s idyllic,” says An- 
ton. ’’Nothing to do except go 
to the saiKfy beach^ Oom 
weVe ^)ent some time here 
tbou^ m be yearning to go to . 
Florida or Spain for a chaDge^* 

If you want to buyaptoper<; 
iy abroad it’s essential to take 
oqiert and independent 1^ ad- 
vice, preferably on recommen- 


dation. .HQ and Anton bought 
tbeir fam^ouse through a 
Preoch property agea^ advert- 
ising in the fnagnina Umg 
iranee. They paid a eommiastQn 
of £1,400 to tbe agenq^s Eng- 
lish Ui^ man vriio covered aD file . 
legal afreets of the sale. Ibis in- 
chided ^th oontiaeis, 

vlating sdlkitors and even tak- 
ing them to see the local m^or 
to aign on for water and prop- 
erqr taxes. They agree th^ h was 
money well qrenL Anton stiB 
calls on him for advice. 

ffino Amodio is the Italian 
connection for maiiy Brits wisb- 
ing to find ‘Tiidden” Italy. De- 


^e the popularity of Tuscany, 
if s sdB possfi^ to pick iq> a rea- 
sonably priced property in tire 
Lucca regjoD in the north. Mr 
Amodio's. properties start at 
£34,000 for a renovated one-up, 
one^fown stone cottage with 
stable set amid meadows and 
cherry trees. With an 'outside 
W^ the cottage is hardly 
luxurious. 

But think of tbe “efaannip^ 
tr a tto ria (weD known for boar 
gathering) a lOO-metre q>riot 
frMD the front door. Or, for 
£53,000, you can enjoy the 
views friun a detached stone 
bouse with two bedrooms, 
large kitchen and separate 
bam (ripe for conversion), 
overlobldcg a large medieval 
fortress, floodlh at night. 

Such is demand f or p roperty 
that Abbey National and Wbol- 
wieb have set up branches in 
Italy providing bigger and 
qukkerloans compared to the 
Italian lenders. 

hfe Amodio’s clients are 
nsually professional pet^e with 
cash, looking for their own 
piece of Itahr^ He takes clients 
through all the legal processes 
as well as recommending local 
"artisans'” ro cany out renov^ 
ation work. Agents in Italy get 
eommissiOD fr^ both vendor 
and purchaser. “You won’t find 
For Sale s^ dotted about,” Mr 
Amodio says. T spend count- 
less weeks finding pioperqr, 
speaking to the locals in bats. 
You have to be Italian to do it, 
or the price is doubled.” 


Gill and Ralph Brown's 
Spanish hotoe is in a small vil- 
1^45 mSes south of Alicante, 
surrounded by banana palms, 
mandaiui and fig trees. Renov- 
ation work on nmn house 
has taken 18 memths aitd is al- 
most complete. Contrary to 
popolar belief the Spanish 
bnOdeis ib^Ve en^loy^ have 
been “absolutely fabulous”. 

GDI has masterminded tbe 
project and, with tbe help of an 
ar^itect friend, drew up plans 
to renovate the property to 
make a three-bedroom house 
and one-bedroom apartment in 
the attached bam. 

ThQT found the property 
through Alfredo, hi^ily rec- 
onmtoided by a Spanish friend. 
A retired builder friend 
checked over the buOdii^ then 
Alfredo sought the title deeds 
and made the appropriate legal 
anangemenis. “He did so nn^ 
nmning around for us, and 
charged very little,” says Ral{& 

'Mth so much information 
available, there's no excuse for 
falling foul of international 
property laws. You're far more 
lilcety to have proNems with 
friends and reladves as they 
queue up for their cheap holi- 
days in^sun. 

Bbrfif of Property 0181-542 
905$: ’Aofrty o Home Abroad' 
(Survhal Books, £9,95) 019S7 
843523; Nino Amodio 01908 
265008; Federation of (X'erseos 
Property DevHopos, Agjsnts & 
Consultants 0181-941 4499. 



penny 

JACKSON 


Timeshare woes 


It must be the time of year. 
Out of the woodwork come 
the lime-share touts vrith 
talk of holiday aocommoda- 
Uon for Ule at bargain prices 
.■>nrf ex agg erated resell prices. 
The honor-trap promise of a 
free holifbty is a ihinbr veiled 
excuse for getting into peo- 
ple'swaSets, as a leaderwho 
was caught at Qnfts a few 
weeks ago has pointed out. 

Aithou^ timetiiare has 
nothing to do with property 
investment, unscropulous op- 
erators win suggest just that. 
Whai is (rf real concern to the 
Timeshare Coundl, die offi- 
cial voice of the industry in 
the UK, are companies in 
^xiin and the islands who 
pre>‘ on eidciiy tourisis. 

A spokesman for the 
council says that in Tenerife 
hundreds of holidtyxnakers 
had been persuaded to put 
savings into a property in- 
vestment with cIaiiui>fB 15 
percent return within ayear. 
“Some hav-e been bitying 

five or ax units at a time. We 
are very worried about this. 
Amrthing signed in Spain is 
immediately binding. Tb 


make matters worse there is 
an outfit producing a repli- 
ca of the Timeshare Coim- 
cO orange logo- ^ there is a 
second horizontal bar 
through tbe lettering and 
the contact number is in 
cp«ni. you have a fraud in 
your hands.” Timeshare 
Council: 0171 821 8845. 

month saw a steep rise 
in the number of chartered 
surveyors reporting increas- 
es in prices across the coun- 
try, accordmg to the latest 

survey of tbe houting market 

by the RICS. Tlic only areas 
not seeing an increase were 
the Midlands, 'Vbrfc- 
shire and Humberside. The 
shortage of property for sale 
is, in the opinion of 66 per 
cent, St 01 the main factor fu- 
elling prices. Fhun Tlbcivfl in 
Somerset, Jackson-Stops & 
Staff say they have never 
been so short of instruc- 
tions. Scune 16 per cent of 
surveyors sty that vendors 
are asking unrealistic sums. 
Perhaps there arc just too 
many agt?nts? Some 12 per 
cent certainly think so. 


'■ ' 'i' .'(ic 
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A tenanted |m:peity up for safe used to qxfl 
trouble. Purchasers, banks and bedkOng soc- 
ieties were an equa% nervous and vendors 
became reagned to chopping tbe asking 
price. But thfr could an be about to change 
as tenants in certain properties become as- 
sets rather than liabOhies. ' 

Among tbe arming number of peoj^ 
buying for investment ate those who rea^ 
that a property with a tenant has an enor- 
mous advmtage. Althou^ a featnre of the 
co mm ercial property world, it is still in its 
inftmqr in the readential sector. 

If the Brid^ have become mote sc^h- 
^cued in their approach to investing in 


Sitting on a gold mine? The residential sector teams to love tenants 


property, it is in large part due to the in- 
fluence of the Zhr East, and ii is these buy- 
ers from Hong Kong and Singapore who 
are now most likety to be selling their cen- 
tral Loodon urv)stments mid-tenancy. 

Hamptons International is among the 
first to recognise the markeL Graige 
Humphrtys, who has set up a new de- 
partment wi thin investmCTt leiiiiigi. 
it remcn^ uncertainties. “As a buyer you 
acquire a property with an income stre^ 
soycm know tfaeyi^”MrHmiqdEity8StyS. 


In Manchester, Robert Jordan has seen 
his readential letting agenty tninvfaifed adtfa 
young profeaaona] couples renting out 
property th^ never intend to five in. 

have good incomes and mnt to get 
a foothold in the properly market, even 
though they don’t intetd to settle down yet 
Bu^g a property that already has a ten- 
ant would be ideal, and 1 see it as an emerg- 
ing nnrkeL l^iancy agreemehis must, of 
course, include the rj^t of tbe landlord to 
pass it on to someone dse.”' 


As a member of tbe Assodation of Res- 
idential T siting Agents, which laundied the 
Buy to Let scheme in 1996, he is less sure 
how the mortgage lenders would react “1 
have my doubts as to whether they are up 
to on this,” he admits. 

The deals offered by the mortgage 
companies since have encouraged maity 
new, small icvestois. They are able to bor- 
row up to 80 per cent and can take repay- 
ment hoUdtys during imlet periods. 

Douglas & Gordon, estate agents, have 


just sold a refurbished three-bedroom 
mansion flat overloolting a park and ten- 
nis courts and within walki^ distance of 
PutDty tube station in London. The ask- 
ing price was £250,000 and it will be let for 
£375 a week, gjving a gross return of about 
8 per cent “But if you are reaUy only in- 
terested in yields, ex-council flats are in 
great demand”, says James Bailey. “There 
were recently four bivestois after a three- 
bedroom flat in a small Fulham block, with 
paricing and a garden, on the market for 


£100,000. The buyer win get a 12 per cent 
yield and after 10 years wfl] piobifoly sell 
for £150.000 more.” 

And if anybody thought ihe Thatcher 
legacy had died, thty only need look at the 
shrewd council themselves, adds Mr 

Bailey. ‘They might have paid about 
£20,000 or £30,000 for a flat, but as they 
were not allowed to sell for two years. lh^‘ 
rented the property out and bought out (k 
town on the income.” 

Penny jbefcson 

Correction: last tveek, an edetoty error son- 
Seaney Pfone referred lo as solicitors, Viey 
art, of course, Ltmdm estate agents. 
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Winkworth 


Vtor detidls of flats and lumses available to rent, 
fAease csontact your local Winkworth office. 


Lomxnf CENTRAL 

Eemingtcm 
Noting HHl 
PiE^dxngtOD 
' Pirofico 

South Kensingtoa 
St. John’s Wood 
W^End 

LCniDMWBST 

Chiswick 
Ealing ' 

Fhlham' 
pHaxxunbrsnulh 
ordi Eensii^^nn. 
ey . 

— .-^therd’s Bu^ 

• wDNDCHi soura 

i^jONDON NORTH 

Cknudi End 
FSnchl^ 

Hi^igate 
Seritiidi Tbwn 


W8, W14 
Wn.W2 
W2 
SWl 

SW7/l(V5/3 
l?W8/3/l, Wl/9 
Wl, WC2, ECl 

W4 

W3/5/7/13 

SW6 

W6, W14 . 
W10,NW6/10 
SW15/iS - 
W15/3 

.SE3/12/7/1Q/13 
SEl/5/11/17, SW8/9 
SW12/17 


0171 727 1500 
0171 727 3227 
0171 262 2900 
0171 828 1786 
0171 370 6767 
0171 586 7001 
0171 240 3322 

0181 994 7096 
0181 896 0123 
0171 731 3388 
0171 371 4466 
0171 792 5000 
0181 788 9295 
0181 749 3394 

0181 852 0999 
0171 587 0600 
0181 757 5221 


Cixmch End N4/8/10/ilA5/22 0181 342 9999 

Eijchley 142/^12/20 0181 349 3388 

Htphp pti. N6/8/10/19, NWS 0181 3411988 

Ee^Tbwn ■ NWU3/5,NWi9 . ()171 485 9210 

imBkMth has 34 sates aad MOmgs a Oemm acroM l«ndon. Please ring 0171 737 
1117 ter il rf of aa effioes. Bad eMee is tod ap ea dr nfl y owned aad ope r ated. 



Are you thinking of letting 
your propert3r? 

At Wuokworth we structure our marketing to 
ensure your property reaches the widest 
distribution of potential tenants and endeavour 
to achieve both optimum rental price and a 
problem-free tenancy. 

Please ring your local ofiSce for a free valuation 
and for details of our comprehensive lettings 
and management service. 

The Spring^Summer issue of the 'SA^nkworth magazine is out now, 
incorporating the London Property Price Guide. 

Ring 0171 727 1117 for a free copy. 

inns»iiiiilarort]i.co.ak 
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Overseas Property 


TbtEampua 

Centre 

WasaSoWton 
TVeieana&rifnpRiy 
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Overseas Property 


IbLet 


Shwr 01712*02855 


FREE MAGAZINES 
BtT 


20 ^batv Real Estata 
expeclencs on tho 

Spenieb Mainland 
and'flanefSe 
ffifiglPCnowon 
01323 839204 
foriRiacohiar bnebun 
MtyJ/mJ|w8oaH6^ 
(HtPOaC Mantel 


CENTRAI. HOVE. SUSSEX, 
ter ooBRnilK Mna Oflw 

^ffttTrSnZb^vfSn SiS!\\»^..tranoh:proparty- g 

62imB»01Z»7«e860 * ■ 



HE eOOKTV HOSeaaWCH C OUWTY H QI^WC HCT yW 
^MiPMiVpniliwaonafMivlM pafi w^ aaivle a.topa caegan. 
lUMiMtlwnan TWntm— WeSm 01577888826 


TWft Banpatead NWS S 200 pw 

au P iMumd oae Bedreom tst Soor RSub Hat, AbA 
St.Jofaia1food *240 pw 

Su(m Odc Bedroom CreonO Heor Ru, AVB 

Si^Cotaso SSSOpw 

1 iinifyTTi rrclmfuwrl TTlntr ftn 1 Ifl Wm Pirfimiwi Fiim 
Makfilhle SS50pw 

Suprt Be dioon Ofpwnd noorflB,IHim, V6.eowl,2Bariv 
HegenoPaik tSdOOpw 

Usevy Tlifee Bed Wio 6^ 5lu, Kiniar Unfitfn.Al ooail. 

256 Bdsfte toad, ItetBanqstead,Imtd(«NW64BT 

W: 0171 372 3888. jFaii 0171 372 7377 


Surrey 




(latm FDOHDCmatlGlarlnn 
the ihddbiB crawd. An eadulw 
eoietyart deiatopmeta of two 
taedmem coitioa aat in prl«s 
grounda In NadalSel IhHt tand. A 
peiteei Pfad A Taira. Pram onfy 
cieaooa IM. 01388 868 am 


THE eOUKIY HOHSaEARCH 
eOMMNV Rnd and aaem yow 
iwtfpnpanaftdMftymxlaeo- 
nomiMa, Fm Mchum CM 0845 
800010* 
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How to draw the buyers in 


THREE TO VIEW: HOLIDAY HQME^ 


First impressions 
count when you're 
selling your 
property, and your 
windows on the 
world count most 
Rosalind Russell 
lifts the veil on the 
curtain options. 


Onniag unfushionablc curtains 
is haidh' a hanging offence, but 
as far 05 estate agents are con- 
cemed they don’t help a prop- 
em’ lo reach its piitendal asidng 
price. 

The agents Gluttons Daniel 
Smith e\ cn send a staff mem- 
ber round lo clients' homes 
before a viewer is due. to make 
sure blinds have been lifted and 
curtains drawn, to mmdmise 
lichl in the itxims and eivate the 
right impression. 

Gultons aLso advises re- 
moving net curtains altogether 
(they make a room look as 
though its eyes are closed), 
having windows cleaned and in- 
vesting in curtain lie-backs to 
make the room look more 
dresiW'. It may sound nit-piciqr, 
but (he company's marketing 
polic>' is paying off. Good Grst 
impressions, it claims, have led 
to more viewings and sales. 

Sales have been known to 
fall through because a buyer in- 
sisted on having the curtains in- 
cluded in the price of a 
proper^-. “It oU gels out of per- 
^veciive.” sax's Noe] Flint of 
agents Knight Frank. 

“Sometimes the curtains 
were made to mat^ the bed- 
^rcad. so the vendor wants to 
take them. We've even bad a 
bu>'er demand the bed^nead as 
well. But some people get very 
attached to their curtains, es- 
pecially badielors who consid- 
er they paid a fortune for them 
years ago and don’t see why they 
should buy new ones now." 





Curtains for you: 
hand^woven 
curtains in 
eoloiirs ^ annong 
the ranges available 
frtMn the Futon 
Company 


As anyone who's tried to boiA a pietV couacy cotta^ 
for the Easterholidays wQl kDow;the best ones were^ 

q)oken for months - sometiines even a year - ago. Bet- 
ter to guarantee'your holiday by baying a holiday home 
of your own, you may tbinki and rent it out when^u. 
don't need it However, if you want a holidiB^ OOtWg® “*0" 

pany to handle the lets, youli find most wSU nwist on be- 
ing able to tent it durii$ the peak times. Ownera usually 

find themmlves left with the weeks no one else wants. 
You can handle the lets yqurseli^ althpn^ that 

inefli« ehagn^ iHonqiij.anriftncBngardiabiedeaner.And 

there axe tax aflowances for running the. property as a 
business. On the other hand, yon' could just keep it all 
to yotnsdf. .. Iliese three woi^ be perfect . 







r, 


T .’i' ^ 


Well-made curtains which 
link with the walls and fornish- 
ings set off the room, says Noel 
Flint They also prevent the 
echo in an empty room which 
can make it soond unffiendly. 

“But curtains in strong 
colours or heavy material can 
seem dated, and give the im- 
pressioa of the house being 
caught in a time-warp. And if 
the curtains are dated, what 
does diat say about the wiring 
or the |dumbin^ " 

Buj^ new, ready-made 
curtains - easily alterable, so 
thi^ can move with you • may 
be easier. Among the simplest 


and best value are those firom 
Off The Rails, fiom the Futon 
Compaiy. Unusually, th^ sell 
one-size, single curtains, so 
you’re not stuck with a con- 
ventkmai pair if you want to mix 
colouis, or cover a three<urtain 
window width. 

At £29.95 for a hand-woven 
curtain, you can afford to cat off 
die tength for smalierwindows. 
Hk^ bi^ generous button-up 
loop tabs at the top to slide onto 
any curtain rail, so no fiddb' cur- 
tain books are needed. Yam 
dyed, they are 100 per cent pure 
cotton and come in nine 
(X>lours, inclcidmg a bold burnt 


orange, a rich ra^pbeny, and 
puny. Each curtain is 230cm 
long by ISOon wide. 

Neutral-coloured cotton/ 
linen mix curtains also cost 
£29.95 each, but coloured 
muslin curtains are just £8.95 
each. The heavier, but fosb- 
ion^le one-size velvet niTtAimt 
(230cm by 1 10cm) aist £34.95 
eadi and can be used as room 
dividers, or around four-poster 
beds, as well as over windows. 
Colouis indude terracotta, IDac 
(this year's must-have shade), 
electric blue and peadL 'Diey 
can be bought by mail or from 
the stores. 


Also good value. The Ker’s 
tab-top singfo panel in sheer 
white with bright ^ts (100cm 
x 210cm) costs £29.95, and the 
metal curtain cod to go with it 
costs from d^9S, depending 
on length. 

The Pukka Palace also sells 
loop-tab-top single curtains in 
dyed cotton vo3e, in star, leaf 
and swiri designs, Chuni^ rope 
de-backs cost £9.50 each. As'a 
clever variation on a theme, the 
pale grey patterned curtain 
fodes from tc^ to bottom, as 
does the goldra yellow, witfle 
the indigo fades from sides to 
centre. Tlioy cost £18.50 ^adi 
and measure 110cm by 228cm. 
At diat price, you could even af- 
ford to leave them for an ad- 
miring buyer. 

Marks & Spencer’s ready^ 
made Ottoman curtains in un- 
fiissy styles are unlike^ to date 
quickly. They come with loop 
top, pelmet fop, penefl pleat or 
sail-style eyelet top in cream, 

dark indigo, terracotta and pate 
ydlow. Frictt start at £65 a pair. 

And if you do want your cur- 
tains to matdi the duvet cover, 
CoIoroU do a range of reacty- 

TwaHft nirtains with matching 

bed linen. Perfect for ^rin^ die 
fhantiliy cuitains, in . Lemon 
and white with spring flowexs, 
cost from £45 a pair. 


The Ibll House in Nether Stowqf, ei^ mites from Bridge 

water m.Sonieiset,'is in the cenoe of the WDa^ at the 
foot of the Hi! b;. m prime holkfay w'ohtfv, The 

owner already letslhe curved, converted toll house as a 

holiday Although the hou^ is siriall, and doem’t have a garden, it s exa^ the sort 

to ^eal to hoUd^-makexswith an eye for the nnusuaL The front has Gothic-s5ae 
and a Gothic door leading dirwtly into an.frregnlarshaped sittmg room. ^ oak^el jmew 
the door leadnig into the.ldtdien shows ducks sWiitirnlng. The Idudien s just 9ft 3iii^51i 
6tn. but is fitted with units, hob and oven. There’s spact for a washer/ drier. Upstmis. there s 
one with a half-moon^haped window, and .a. bathroom. Fixtures and fitnngme 

to be separately. Agents Gteeoslade '^irlbr Hunt axe askmg (01278 425SS5). 


Mid Ibwn of Bellyhacfc is a three- 
bediDom cottage whose odd name 
is a n^steiy. It lies two miles up a 
no through road near Dufftown m 
Morayshire, and has uninteirupted 
views across its half-acre gardens to 
the Highland countryside. The hall 
has a curved staircase and leads to 
a atting-xoom and lounge with inter- 
connecting doors. Ihe atdng-room 
hag a buQt-in tank, which can be 
left if a buyer wants ft. The 20ft 
lounge has partial wood panellingon 

the wallSi bookshelves built one walL It ba^ an 18ft lOin fonnhouse kitchen writh 
o^-frx>D^ units and a Rayburn, which heats the water. Outside, there is a lar^ paiidng 
area and'a landscaped gardm xvith a five-tier poixl and wooden bridge.. There is a private 
water supp^ and mains electrid^.'The agents GAaie asHdiig for offers around £75,000. 


Off The RaUs 0171-736919<^ 
The Pukka Palace 0345 666660; 
The Pier 0171-814 5020; Marks 
d .Speiicer Hone Direct 0345 
902902; a^oroaOSOQ 0564878. 


John Host Cottage is a real Hansel 
and Gr^l cotta^ tucked in the 
middle of the woods in a Cheshire 
coontry park. Ifs reached via a 
half-mile trade nmning aloi^side a 
river. The three-bedroom house 
was originally lived in Etherow 
Country Paris’s warden, and was 
known as Keg Cottage. It was re- 
named in Jdtin Horst’s memory.. 

The house has a large kitefaeo/ 
dming-room, i^osa separate dming- 
roomwithabikk-bu2topenfire.lt 

leads into a 15ft sitting room with a stone open fire and hearth, and a beamed ceOing. 
of the bedrooms have biult-4n wardrobes; the main bedroom a cast-iron fireplace with 
tiled hearth. Many of the rooms have view over the country patk. The gardens include a 
raised lawn with botdos and pathways, endosed by ibotfodendton betiding. The ^ents, Burlings, 
are asking for offers over £150,000 (0161 427 4096). 
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Established J859 




Residential 

Management & Sales 

City • Baibican * Clerfcenwell 


A place where dreams come true 

Probably the most beautrful and unspoilt 
coastline of Spain 


EC2 Baibican 5th floor studio 
SWIO Finbro’ Rd u/f 1 bed new refurb 
EC2 Baibican 1 bed maisonette 
£C4 little Britain new 1 bed apart 
ECl Herbal HQl selection of 2 beds from 
EC2 Barbican 2 bed apart near lake 
EG4 spencer Heists new 2 bed/Z bath 
EC2 Baibican 14th floor 3 bed/2 bath 
ECl New River Head stumung 273 bed ' . 

FbraresideHtiallAaigsBsteidl 


£20(^ 

£23Spw 

£275pw 

£27Spw 

£325inf 

£32Spw 

£3S0pw 

£S0(^ 

£S00pw 


Extensive range of new and pre-owned 
freehold properties available 


Viewing trips most weekends 


Telephone 01536 484181 for details 

Colour brochure on request 



0171 253 4414 


The Chaneiboiise Charterhouse Square 
LoodoaEClMdAP 


nrniEiBiHKS m onicasB wEiii; DEM. lOECT win m 
■ODgDWnknSMt-lSSyifcWEnMMliSETlIgTDBWHlMirrBEDIgwma 


ONLY 19 FULLY FITTED 
APARTMENTS REMAINING 


REGENT LETTING LTD 

TW; 0171 916 0313 Rmc 0171 916 1607 

P|iiai|BHian^H THE GROVE, N3 <54qp«r 


IbL^ 



Wonted 


Auctions 


IWANTED! 




LANOf'SITES ~ wWieuI Planning Pannlaslon 
but with poaalMa dewelopiiMfit potenttaL 
Prafarably In vUlaga/tawn lo ca t l o n a, in 
ClMthhe HM N oii ftweat , 


Mainly Bx- Order of the Mortgagees - 68 Lots 


Win wvwte to Me 6 IM coai Ml Ma to cMning 
pennon OwpknntaontMiMiiMiibWiMMDMMl 
fi buyns my M - Hm lagt gaOaii to Mneus aOMQt 
DAcuR. nuamcB, probiwn, comaraion, ranoualioR, 
MOKl. iidundarii and noighbowty sRm bB cenddarad. 

PI£ASE FORWARD LCXMTION PLANS Af40 ANY 
PLANNING HISTORY DETAILS 1b: 


The Moat House Hotd West Bromwidi 
22 iid April 1998 


Fm bedmaoi boose, hole hMoge, boudCul fined ktebcB Midi Dioin 
toom, 'Ktotoag oaettae, OMiie ptdeo. AaOibfe ns, 

HONEVBOURNE RD^ NWC £130p«r 

Self conned tiodlD. 

CAMDEN TOWN, NWX £X«Spn 

Lovely AbbUM ooe bed Btt io eetjr |t»d locedeo. 
BONEYBOUSNE RD. NW6 £l7t^ 

One betoonBs e. open ptwh e^iadfiitiygaedlCima. end geatofc 
GOODGESintEBi; W1 £240p«r 

Gofieewooe flat in oeenl Leodoa. epee pbH Loenie, billf filiccl 
kitcbcB vBb 

MAVrON CTREEi; N7 StaOpw 

Itat bed flu, toige sepenu loiinfe, fbly fined taldKoMiBer, wntaiig 

FINSBUBY nkRK» N7 f220pw 

Thiee bednoB del, bean 100014 faflj fiaed kiiebBi with VUdog 
onebne^eraime DOW.' 

NORTH Rl^ N7 filSOpw 

One Inge bedroo m fidlyftoed katoenfaieloBogftbnhiouBfc 
ROUSDEN STREEi; NWl SMppw 

3doMebediWBedtoio««rilhaln8elmae,fidlpfiiiMiUiA^Z i 

lito b w H n3wA4aiiiiitMiiJi»Cindeaii^ I 




We have aoexteitsive register executive 
apart meius and houses to tetioRiciiniopd and the 

auiiuuodmg areas, and offer a cooqKeheaszve service 
to both landlords and **«»"*« either 

coipaate or private lets. 

For further mfomiation, please contact 
CLARE PENNEY on etSl 940 0066 

62 Sheen Road, Ridunood, 
Son^TWSlUF 
Members of the Association of 
ReartPitiifij/Lenhig Agents 


1b Let 


IBRUTENI 


V 

GOLOnNCH 


OaMMi (AetoeNUiiliad, 

( Read. WMwrhin Omiibe ewa 3HH 


West Midlands, Staffoidshiie, 
Nottiaghamshire, Deriysh^ 
Waf«‘iclcshiie, Leicestershire. 
Gt. Manchester. Mid GlaziKHgan, 
Northamptonshire, NorfbIL 
Cheshire, Lancashire, Unuoln^ire, 
Caerphilbif Cardiff. 


eo FWon Mm n*ea iMm aw SKI 
MDinMxmAKeiTianww • 


BOffEKDEAN^Itm; 

FlUaAMSW 6 


fiieieii. Weal Read, WMwdwn, Oi 
M01SO 717000 


Fora catalogne please cal! 0839 772205 


Cyprus 


I CsSfc’dtpi-.jrlMy'ae ;9ftniin6hwpm.49p,'wnse6aha dm 
I faeFjudLiflICheffut imohieeicegsrcatl 

I etf ttv mtos Mw 


^VictorBirfrii%hoQse- 
Rmisbed 
•FoBrbednxHBS 
"Three buhnCHBS 
•Kjtdien breakfast room 
*T«o Rcepdons 
■Ganfcn ■Anai^ over 
three floras 


BDRNFOOT avenue; 
FULHAM SWS 
•Victnian bouse 
funt/iinfbni 
•Rnrbedrooflis 
"KhdieabRakbs room 
*1^0 badtrorans 
*DoiibIe reckon •Newly 


NOmiVG BILL GATE. 
Til 

UbhmI .\itiaa atedio Hitb 
double hqju RcqxieB. 

pDcneJ etmag ngn, 
eoeordioeni aad weed Qem 
' Oeae to nMobelle Road. 
8300 per veeic 



overduee 


UNGASIERGATE,W 2 
A hcoDT 2 beAen fltf ea 
6k M Qoor of a period 
faoildiiii; wldi (Biect lift aenss 
ioend wkNa jtaidi of 
KaiiiMM CardeBe. 
£695 per weds 


A nibnb telection of brehcrid piopnttn Uiroi^toiii the 
Bland. BciebfTBWa pirti ae iiM from OI JOB; waMiaa 
rloufaiee£25jaa 

Easr pivBwet lenas. See us on stead No. dO at the 
latenuDdiul ftoperiy Kkimi or for fu rth er nterautkia 
pteasecaU: 

CYBARCO LIMITED 

Tet 0171 »1 9903. As 0171 031 5046 


ISSmBperweek £67&0enffwcd[ 

Ta;BBhcBs-BmT312« lU:B«bdls-%71 7312808 


T1SLSH<me 

0171 229 9262 


To advertise in this section please call the Property 
Team on 0171 293 2302/2343. 


Hertfordshire 


COUNTY HOMeSEARCH CO an. 
toielOIKI JMBNSMbH h 
U to iNB e dri Cwtoe-Tei; oiaae 


SE1 

Achofeeoftwo 
stuimhig iuktiiy 
ap artu ie uls in brgrd 
newdevetopment 
cmvoiiontfor 
Waterloo B.R. 

(Eurostei). 

71*0 00(18,160 
baths, one wHh 
views of SL PteiPa 
Cath edrai, secure 
P^ng, converge. 
Th rent at £400 per 

Avattalitontw 

0171 820 3609 

— Kereiinnton QHU.. • 



TOUR 

OBEAH HOME 

fbrAsLrtUeAs 
£15,000 Deposit 

Can Tbcl^ 

'fob 01522 693185 (DK) 
^ 01523 093189 
OimutCeed 
Benua income. 
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docklands, Eu 


SOUTHWEST FRANCE 
OERS-GASCONY 


^^ked 
Vears f 




TOWEmBIDGE,El 




QAROem ium 

atosass. '^'AShawoin 

grpiiiw R e. Undw^ 


Period dwellfogin 
picturesque vSI^ 
near Ibiiloute. 2 
kit/dibuigrooin, 
shotMTC. >Mtter 
and etectridQr 
connected Ftirn^d 

1^:01^332775 


*ki., "■ ‘I- 


Ii;!.. ■■■ 


TKe PvnfiMiv - Cauaea- to 
Rtoidi aiaarif|.<«nnfli wOqt 

aeepe 4^ 

RwqraBKiiBwndraafiew. 
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